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A. Thank you. Mm-hmm.

LADY SMITH: I'm sure you're exhausted now and ready to

leave --

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: -- and get back home,

and you're free to go.

A. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.

so thank you very much,

MS INNES: My Lady, we have another witness who will be

ready, perhaps if we take the afternoon break.

LADY SMITH: We'll take a short break now and then start the

next witness after that.

Thank you.

(3.06 pm)

(3.25 pm)

(A

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.

MS INNES: Thank you,

my

The next witness

chosen the pseudonym

foster care with

FKG

short break)

Lady.

wishes to remain anonymous and has

'Patrick!'.

and

'Patrick' was placed in

FKA

near

stirling from [ 2272 to [ ¢s0. central

Regional Council were responsible for his care and the

foster carers.
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A.
Q.

FKA-FKG :

A.

-- spent most of your time in care and in foster care
together.
Yeah.
But your older brother and a younger brother were
sometimes with you, but not all the time.
Yeah. I mean, there was wvery, very few occasions where
we were all together. I think they maybe kept my sister
and I together because we were a similar age, we're only
a year apart. My older brother, he was like five years
older than me, and my younger brother was like three
years younger, so he would have been just like a baby,
really, very young, so —-- I mean, I don't know what the
thinking behind it was, but there was times where we
went years without seeing each other, you know, and we
would cross each other's paths now and again, so ...
Ckay.

So you say at paragraph 13, at the bottom of this

page, that in _1979, you and your sister

were placed into foster care with a family, who were the

FKA-FKG

Yeah.

Okay. Where were your brothers when you were at the

They were, I'm sure, with another foster family in

Denny. I'm trying to remember the names. I don't know
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if it's relevant or not, but they were with another
foster family in Denny.

Okay.

In fact, it was the very first foster family that-
and I had went to, and that's who they were with.

Okay. So you had spent time with --

Yeah.

-- these foster parents before.

Mm~hmm.

But on this occasion -- and when you had been there with
your sister before, were your brothers there too or not?

No. No, it was Jjust me and-

Okay. But on this occasion, rather than you going back
to the previous foster carers, you went to the FKA-FKG
and your brothers went to these carers?

Yeah. I mean, at that time, before we went to the

FKA-FKG we were in a children's home in Reading,

Reading Home or Reading House, I think it was called.
We were all together there, I remember.

After I'd read my records, it was made -- well, it
was evident that my mother was asked if she wanted us to
come back home and she said no, so I think at that point
she then lost all her parental rights and they started
looking for a more sort of permanent placement for us

all.
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Yes.

So, yeah, they thought it would be a good idea to send
us to the

Okay. And do you know if the idea of you going there
was for a permanent placement, as you mentioned?

At the time, I don't think I was aware of it. Once I've
read my records, I could see that that's probably where
it was kind of going, because we had been all over the
place. I mean, I think, through my childhood, there was
probably -- I'd say 13 different primary schools, but
that would take into account going to the same primary
school four times. So there's maybe about sort of seven
primary schools I was at, but a few of them I was there
multiple times.

So, yeah, I think that was the thinking, that they
were going to try and get us a nice family to go and
live with.

Ckay.

You tell us at paragraph 13 that lived

on a farm.

Yeah.

Did they own the farm or did they work on the farm?
I've no idea. I've no idea if they owned it or not.
I think -- it seemed it was theirs.

Were you living in a farmhouse or in a cottage or --
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be brilliant. I think we had visions of riding horses
and feeding goats and -- you know what I mean, the whole

sort of farm image. So, yeah, we jumped at the chance.

LADY SMITH: Had you had any experience of being on a farm?

Never.

LADY SMITH: Did the -- it was a soclal worker --

I'd never even been to the zoo at that point,

Lady Smith.

LADY SMITH: It was the social worker that asked you whether

you wanted to go to a farm?

Yeah, it would have been, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Did the social worker tell you anything about

what it would be like to live on a farm?
They kind of left it up to us. They said we would have
a few visits to the farm. We went and met them. Well,
the first time we went, it was only that
we met, and she appeared really nice, she had loads of
home baking and things and it was just -- it just seemed
great that there was a nice house. We never met their
kids at that point. And it just seemed really exciting,
and I probably had a vision of family life that we had
never experienced. So, yeah, we loved it.

Then we went for a couple of weekends, and, to be
totally honest with you, on the Saturday morning -- like

we maybe arrived there on the Friday night, and Saturday
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mornings -and I would wake up and we'd maybe be
giggling and things like that, and then
would appear in the room, very, very irate, you know,
about the noise that was getting made and, you know,
"Keep it quiet", and, "One of you was up last night

during the night to go to the toilet and you flushed the

toilet", and, you know, we were like, "Right". And
right then -- you know when you just kind of get this
kind of feeling sometimes, you're like just -- this guy

seems a wee bit tense, a bit weird. But it wasn't
enough to put us off.

But we did really -- you know, as soon as he left
the room, both of us were looking at each other
thinking: this is probably -- just really -- I don't

know, weird.

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.

MS

INNES: Thank you, my Lady.
And you say that at paragraph 17 of your statement,
'Patrick', where you say that you felt slightly cautious

because of the way --

Yeah.
-— that Mr was.
Yeah.

You mentioned that they had other children.

Yeah.
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What other children did they have?
They had a son called-, who was roughly about the
same age as - another son called - who was
roughly about the same age as me; and they had a younger
daughter called -, I think who was about three or
four at the time; and one other foster child who they
were fostering. She was roughly, I'd say, maybe about
two. Her name was -
So they already had three children of their own --
Yeah.
-- and then an adopted --
I don't know about adopted, but I think fostered, yeah.
Adopted or fostered child. Okay. Right.

If we can move on, please, to page 5, you say that
you and your sister shared a room at the farm.
Yeah.
And was that the case for the whole time that you lived
there?
Yeah. Yeah.
Okay.

At paragraph 20, you go on to talk about some issues
in relation to contact between your foster parents and
your mum.

Yeah.

Once you went to live with [aauase , did you know

185



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

what the arrangement was about how often you would see
your mum?

I mean, the arrangement before we went to
was that my mum would probably come and visit us once

a week. I mean, as a parent myself now, I think she
could have maybe pushed it out and maybe tried a couple
of other days during the week, but it was just like for
an hour on a Wednesday she would come and see us.

When we got to , I can never really
remember her being on the farm. Maybe once, I think
maybe that she came to wisit. But I was aware of the
fact that there was some kind of breakdown of the
relationship between them and my mother and stepfather
because this was kind of being -- coming back to-
and I, you know, like they would kind of badmouth us in
front of us, they wouldn't let us make phone calls to
them and they would -- if my mum did phone, you know, we
wouldn't get to take the call and things, and -- so —-
and then obviously other wvisits that we did have had to
be -- we had to be picked up from and taken
to -- my brother actually was in a home in Stirling,
Cultenhove it was called, and you had to be -- I think
you had to be at least 14 to be in that home, so it was
for older kids, and we would go there and visit, and you

could just hear the -- you know, the slagging match
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1 us. It was basically her life choices, in a sense, that

2 impacted on us greatly. Plus - who was her partner,

3 was just -- just a horrible, horrible man. Just

4 a horrible character. I don't mind saying that I hope

5 he's burning in hell, you know, because he was just

6 a horrible man.

T Yeah, so -- but we still loved our mum and we still

8 missed her, we still wanted to be with her, and

9 basically every week we'd have to get pulled away from
10 her. You know, we didn't want to go back to
11 and didn't want to -- didn't want to be in care.

12 Q. Okay. Why was it that you didn't want to go back to the

v

14 A. Well, I mean, partly because, you know, you want to be

15 with your mum, but also the stuff that was going on at
16 We would tell our mother what was

17 happening but -- I don't know what she was doing about
18 it at the time. I've had discussions with her in the

19 past, you know, "What were you actually doing about

20 this?" I mean, I put my hand on my heart, if my kids

21 were ever in care and they were telling me the things

22 that I was telling my mother, then my kids wouldn't have
23 went back. I would have made sure they didn't go back.
24 I would have took them and I would have told the

25 authorities, "These kids are not going back, you need to
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find somewhere else for them". So I don't know how she
could let us go back there every week. I don't know
what kind of person she is to watch her kids get back in
that car and go back to what we were -- what we were
going through.

Okay.

We felt like probably she was the only one that we could
talk to anymore because we had spoke to people in the
past and it didn't really work out in our favour, so ...
so we were kind of clammed up, if you want. But we
would still tell our mother.

Okay.

But it would probably have been better talking to

a brick wall, to be honest with you.

Sorry?

We'd have probably been better talking to a brick wall.
Right.

Now, you talk a little bit about things at the

, and at the top of page € you say that the food

was good there, that Mrswas a good cook, and you
all sat down at a long table to eat with everyone
together.

Yeah.

Okay.

And then you talk about birthdays and Christmas, and
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you say that you were treated nicely on your birthday
and given a present.
Mm~—hmm.
And Mrs actually said to you that this is the one
day you would be left alone. Nothing happens to you on
your birthday.
She said nothing happens to you on your birthday.
I can't remember what kind of setting we were in, but
she -- she'd probably seen I was on edge, as I always
was, and she came up and said to me, "Relax, you're fine
today, nothing happens to you on your birthday". That
blew my mind. That blew my mind, that somebody could
have that level of control over all awareness over what
she was doing every other day, but could rein it in just
because it was your birthday. And she was as sweet as
pie that day, on my birthday, and I just thought: God --
it was like a glimpse into what it could have been like.
I mean, had that placement worked out, we could have
been there when we were 16, 18, she could have adopted
us. You know what I mean? It just blew my mind to the
fact that she could switch it on and off like that.

So she knew what she was doing, to be able to say,
"Relax, nothing happens to you on your birthday".
I mean, I don't know what kind of level of person that

is. I don't know what you call that.
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Okay.

What kind of madness that goes under.

In the next paragraph, at paragraph 25, you talk about
running away.

Yeah.

And you say that both you and your sister ran away from
home, as in from——

Yeah.

-- on several occasions. Now, why was it that you ran
away, can you remember?

Because we had no choice. They were beating us up.

They had threatened us. I've not got the specifics
exactly what happened on every occasion, but there's
times they just made it clear that, you know, things
were going to take a turn for the worst, and we just
took to the hills. But every time we got caught, we got
took back every time.

And you say that you were caught and brought back by the
police on several occasions.

Yeah. Yeah, when we were caught by the police, we

would -- we would beg them and we would tell the police
exactly what was happening. I mean, you kind of -- when
you're young, you get brought up like, "Oh, anything,

tell a policeman, tell a policeman”. Totally useless.

LADY SMITH: Where did you run to?
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Just for the hills. We were in the middle of nowhere.
Lady Smith, to let you understand, it was literally in
the middle of nowhere, and we would just run and hide
and we would watch in his van searching for
us. We would be hiding behind rocks and trees and just
heading for -- possibly heading for home, I think, but
you'd only make it so far, do you know what I mean, as
a child.

I did make it to Denny one day, all the way to Denny
myself. I evaded him for the whole day. And, yeah,
I was caught by the police. They kind of cornered me
and trapped me, and I can remember running over the roof
of a car to get away from them and I just -- I just
begged them not to take me back, but they did, I think
three or four times, they always took us back. And
and NS ould always come in, "Oh, oh", and wait

for the police to go away, and that'd be it.

LADY SMITH: Did anybody at the police ask you why you were

running away?

Yeah, because we told them they were beating us up.
That's why we were begging them not to take us back.
"Please, please, don't take us back there", but they

did.

MS INNES: You say at this part of your statement,

'Patrick', that the police said that they would have
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a word with |EaGEENE

Yeah, I think I remember that, yeah. Obwviocusly nothing
happened. Obviously nothing came of it.
Ckay.

Now, in terms of visits from social work, can you

remember having a social worker when you were at the

FKA-FKG >

Yeah, Jim Roberts, yeah.

Jim Roberts, and did he come to see you when you lived
-

Jim Roberts would be the one who would come to pick us
up to take us to see our most mother --

I See.

-- and then pick us up again and take us back.

Okay. So was he coming every week, then?

Yeah, yeah, we saw quite a lot of Jim, yeah.

Okay. Were you able to tell him how things were at the

FKA-FKG 2

It took us a while to == I don't know, maybe to feel
that we could trust him to tell him. Obviously when
you're running away and the police are taking you back,
you know, you think the police are there, they're going
to save the day, you know, they'll take them and arrest
them and put them in jail, you know, that's the way you

think when you're eight and nine. It's so disappointing
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to realise that -- I'm not saying they didn't care, but
they never -- they never done anything. So that's

a lasting memory.

But there was -- when things really started getting
nasty with , I think we felt that we had to
tell Jim.

Okay.

Maybe as a last resort to try and get us out of there.
Okay. We'll come back to that in a moment in a bit more
detail.

Yeah.

So at paragraph 26 at the bottom of page 6 you talk
about some things initially that you saw, and you talk
about the other foster child, the little girl --

Yeah.

-— that she couldn't eat a Brussels sprout and she put
it into her mouth and started to gag on it.

Yeah.

and you say that Mr [[§Jrit her with the back of his
hand and knocked her off the stool.

Yeah. I could describe it for you. She was very young,
I think probably of an age where they should have been
assisting her at mealtimes. But the table, if you
imagine, was like a long farmhouse table and you were on

sort of wooden stools, and she was sitting here and you
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could see she was struggling. I think it was, like,
Brussels sprouts and that on the plate. It was
definitely Brussels sprouts. And she had a spoon, and

I don't know if it was a fork and a spoon or a knife and
a spoon, but you could see she was clearly struggling to
cut her food up or whatever, and I was watching her.

And I can remember just sort of glancing and looking at
, and I think a lot of these -- when I think
about a lot of these things that happened, I look at it
now sometimes through the eyes of being a father myself,
not at the time I thought this, but, I mean, when she
was struggling like that, you'd think thatwould
have been like, "Come here, -, I'll cut this up for

", and cut it up into small pieces for her. But he

you
just -- it's like he had froze in time, and he had sort
of like evil, piercing eyes, and I could see him
glancing to the side of his eye, watching-
struggling to cut this food up, and she'd eventually
negotiated the Brussels sprout onto her spoon and she
gave it that and got it in, and it was a whole Brussels
sprout in her mouth, and she started gagging. And
just -- just dropped his knife and just back handed her
clean off the stool. She landed in the corner of the

room, screaming, Brussels sprout still jammed in her

mouth, and it's like nobody batted an eyelid.
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I can remember looking at my sister thinking, "What
the hell is this?" Because the level of violence that
we had witnessed my mother -- we couldn't believe that
we just watched a grown man slap a -- back hand a baby
in the face and then carry on eating.

Okay. So it was the back of his hand rather than him
thinking, "Oh, she's choking, I'd better hit her on the
back" --

No, no. No, no. She was sitting right to his
right-hand side. He back handed her clean off the
stool.

Okay.

If we go on, please, to page 7 and paragraph 27, you
say there that you remember thinking that the mother of
the house should be the person to help the child --
Yeah.

-- but she didn't do much to help, and in fact, as it
turned out, she would become the worst abuser.

Yeah.

In what way was she worse?

I don't know. I don't know what was going on in her
life, but, I mean, there's cruel and there's probably
sick, sick, sick, evil cruel, and that's what she was.
She was one twisted human being. [} he was very

similar, but she was a different beast. She was just
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proper cruel. And I think what I mean by that is that,
as a child, I think you would always, I don't know, kind
of run to the mother figure for help or you'd think the
mother figure would maybe intervene or have some kind of
empathy or sympathy or compassion for kids, seeing that
she had kids of her own, but no. She were proper evil.
You also say at paragraph 28 that children
also got in on the act.

Yeah.

So what sort of things did they do?

Well, they were obviously witnessing what was going on.
I mean, I don't know if -- I don't think
actually tried to conceal the -- the torment and the
violence that was exacted against us, and so the kids --
kids see everything. They hear everything. You can't
hide nothing from kids if they live in the same house as
you. You'll maybe think it'll pass by them and they
don't hear, but they do.

So, yeah, they kind of got in on the act. They
realised very soon that they could -- they could also
abuse us with impunity, that nothing was ever going to
happen to them, that their parents would always, always,
always take their side.

In what way would they abuse you?

Well, I would -- just for one instance, I think it's in
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MS INNES: Okay.

LADY SMITH: Why was that bad?

A. I have no idea. You'd need to ask

LADY SMITH: Apart from it not being the greatest thing for
your waistline.

A. Yeah. Who cares, I was only eight.

LADY SMITH: Haggis or chips.

A, That was it, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Right, okay.

A. I used to get a bag of chips from the chip shop and
20 pence worth of sweets, you know, for play piece and
things. Because 1t was Burns Day I thought I'd buy
a haggis from the chip shop instead, but that was —--
yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: In the next paragraph you talk about an occasion
when you were all watching the Poseidon Adventure.

A. The Poseidon Adventure, yeah. I don't know why I even
named the movie. I think it's just because it's -- just
to try and put it in the context of the length of the
movie and the length of the time that this issue was
still bothering them.

We were in the living room, just -and me and
the other kids, and and U T think were in the

kitchen, and the film was just starting, and and
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both came in together, like they were on

a mission, and basically said, "Who's farted?", and
everybody said, "No, I never, I never", and they were
like, "Well, somebody has", and ... everybody denied it.
I mean, I couldn't particularly smell that somebody had
passed wind, so ... They then said, "Well, that's fine,
we'll find out at the end of the movie who did it".

I mean, even though I was only eight, I was still
sitting thinking: how are they going to -- what method
are they going to use here to find out who it was? You
know what I mean?

So they then disappeared back in the kitchen again
and, as I say, the film was probably on for about two
hours, and we came -- they put us all to bed, -and
I went to bed, and they then took their kids up to bed,
and then all of a sudden the two of them appeared in our
bedroom and shut the door behind them and says, "Right,
we've spoke to -and_and -and they said
it wasn't them that passed wind, that farted, so it must
have been you or -‘, and they said, "&And we're going
to find out". So the first thing they asked us to do
was remove our underwear and they inspected our
underwear for traces of a fart.

And what happened after that?

Well, I think the evidence was inconclusive so they just
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beat the living daylights out of the two of us. So --
they were convinced it just must have been one of us,
for this heinous, heinous crime of passing wind, whoever
it was.

So that's the kind of thing that I think about now.
They were just looking for excuses, do you know what
I mean, just to -- I don't know why if you're an abuser
that you have to have an excuse to do it, why you don't
just do it anyway, but maybe they felt better in
themselves if they had an excuse. You know, it probably
didn't have much to do with passing wind, it was
probably because we were lying, somebody was lying about
passing wind. You know, it was definitely me or -,
and they just totally went to town on us. jumped
onto me and he was probably beating me like he was
fighting a guy in the pub. He was this big farmer --
Was he hitting you with his hands?
Pardon?
Was he hitting you with his hands or with an implement?
Yeah, fists, hands, throwing me about the room, yeah,
sitting on top of me.

What about your sister?

Sister -- I can remember hearing -screaming, and
I can remember looking over to my left and was

just ragging on her. She had her by the hair, throwing
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her about the room by the hair. Yeah, chucking her
about. And at one point I could see -s nose was
bleeding, and I can remember getting off of me and
grabbing and saying, "[NEIR that's
enough, that's enough, that's enough".

Q. Okay.

A. That's a nine-year-old girl that she was beating up.
For farting.

LADY SMITH: Being beaten up by people whose life is the

life of sheep farmers --

A. Yeah.
LADY SMITH: =-- and live their working life in animal
smells.

A. Yeah. And they've put themselves forward to look after
us. They're the ones that put themselves forward to
look after us. So, yeah, "They'll come here and we'll
give them a happy life".

MS INNES: COkay. If we move on, please, to page 8 and
paragraph 30, you say that you were punished every day,
usually with a slap on the head.

A. Yeah,

Q. So we might hear evidence in due course from Mr
who may well accept that he gave you a clip round the
edr.

A. Did he!
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What would you understand by a clip round the ear or
what do you mean by a slap on the head?

A full-blown whack.

Ckay.

To the point where you thought your eyeballs were going
to pop out the front of your head.

Would you describe what he was doing as a clip round the
ear?

No. No. I'd just describe it as just brutality,

just -- just violence.

Okay.

You talk about a time, at paragraph 31, that you say
that you were out in the field during the lambing season
and that Mr saici he would have to cut off one of
the lamb's heads.

Yeah.
And you were horrified and tried to walk away.

Now, if Mr tells us that it's more likely
that you were told about that sort of thing rather than
seeing 1it?

Again, I just think it's maybe Jjust his twisted mind.
For some reason we were walking in the fields in the
lambing season, and apparently that's part of the job,
that you've got to make sure that the ladies out there

are not having any trouble, and we seen a sheep running
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by and she had two lambs' heads hanging out the back, so
managed to grab her and pin the sheep down, and he
said that the only thing that can happen here is that
one of the lambs -- because there's no way of getting
two of them back in or getting any of them out whilst
it's like that. He says, "So we are going to have to
cut one of their heads off", which I was just completely
horrified at even the prospect of that.

I know the sort of statement says I tried to walk
away. I mean, I tried to look away. I told him
I didn't want to see that. But it was one of them ones
where he grabbed me and sat me down and he made me pick
the lamb that was to get it, and I didn't want to do
that. And he was sitting there, he had a knife in his
hand and he's pointing at me and he says, "You pick it,
you tell me which one's to get it". BAnd I just
thought -- oh, I mean, I loved animals, you know, and
I just thought -- I didn't want to be the one to put the
death sentence on a lamb. But he made me pick it.
I picked it and that's when I tried to walk away, and he
grabbed me back and he says, "No, you'll watch", and he
cut the lamb's head off in front of me. I could hear
the bones crunching and he cut it off and threw it down
next to me and saved the day. He saved the sheep and he

saved the lamb.
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At paragraph 32 you talk about an occasion where you
were thrown out into the snow or you were thrown into

a snowdrift.

Mm~-hmm.

Now, again, i1f we hear evidence from Mr that this
was being thrown into the snow for fun like you'd be
maybe thrown into a swimming pool?

Yeah, I mean, I don't know what he said, but if he did
say that, it would be interesting. That day the -- as

I say, we were out in the middle of nowhere, and we woke
up that day and there was a massive snowfall, so there
was no chance was the minibus coming to pick up all the
farm kids.

So, yeah, I mean, the snow was really, really deep,
and I remember just where the front of the building was,
there was like a side -- a side building as well, and
there was literally a snowdrift from the roof of this
building all the way down to the ground. I would have
thought like a 1l0-foot snowdrift. It might have been 12
foot. It was a huge just wall of snow.

And I remember that day, I was actually running
about the house, I had a pair of shorts on, and, I mean,
I don't know if it's relevant to this, I had like
a skintight silky polo neck on, and I remember and

his oldest boy, -going out the front door, and they
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slammed the door in my face and left me out there. And
I'm now resorting to shouting through the letterbox to
be let in, and I don't know how long it took, but the
door opened and they threw a basin of cold water on me
and shut the door again.

So, yeah, I was outside there, soaking wet,
freezing, and I just remember kind of -- I don't know,
feeling sleepy and tired. I don't even remember how
I got back in the house, to be honest with you. So,
yeah, that was that, this wee bit of fun.

And then you talk about following that you had a really
bad cold --

Yeah.

-- to the extent that one day at the table your place
was not set, and you were told because you had a cold,
you were put out to eat your dinner at the --

I'll tell you about the background on that. Basically,
it was a very bad cold, probably borderline pneumonia,
but I had a lot of mucus, if you want, snot and -- I'd
go for meals at the table, and I don't know if it was
maybe like the steam off the dinner or whatever started
to melt the mucus, I don't know, but I'd be sitting
there and sort of trying to get some air, and I could

see that this was annoyingand and I just

thought: this is not going to end well.
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when -- when RS- s coming in covered in sheep dung or
whatever, so he could just walk in there and --

At the back door?

Yeah, it was a horrible wee toilet. I mean, the toilet
seat on it wasn't like a liftable seat. It was just
like a -— I'm sure it was made of metal, this toilet
pan, and it had sort of wooden sort of semicircles
screwed onto the -- you know what I mean, so there
wasn't like a seat that you could lift or anything like
that. And, yeah, that's what my dinner was on. It
wasn't on a plate, it was placed on the rim of the
toilet seat, because I was such a disgusting pig.

Okay.

I wasn't fit to sit at the table with everybody else and
put everybody off their dinner, so that's where I had to
eat mine for a couple of weeks. I don't know how long
it was.

Okay. So it was for -- it wasn't just on the one
occasion, it was for a few days after that?

Oh, yeah. I think it was a couple of weeks, yeah.

QOkay.

I think -=— I don't know if I say this in my statement or
not, but it was not that I enjoyed it in the toilet, but

I felt safe in there. I was ...

If we move on to the top of page 9 -—-
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A.

I wasn't under any pressure then, I could just be in
there on my own, able to eat my dinner, although it was
on a toilet seat. I wasn't getting picked on. So I was
quite happy. I probably -- I'd have probably ate the
rest of my meals in that toilet just to get away from
them.
Okay.

Now, at paragraph 34 and 35, you talk about
an incident where you and one of the sons had had
a disagreement and you ran away.
Yeah.
Again, you were found by the police and brought back.
And at paragraph 35 you say that there was a pile of

dirty socks found under the bed and you got into trouble

for that.

Yeah.

What happened as a consequence of Mrs finding
that?

Again, a bit of background on it. I just remember her
one day coming and saying to me that I was putting too
much washing into the basket. I don't know. I don't
know what that meant. But to me I was then scared to
put dirty washing into the basket, so I'd throw it under
my bed. I'd put my socks in there and sometimes pants

and things like that under the bed and that's -- yeah.
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So obviously when I ran away, they were looking for me
and looked under the bed and found them. Yeah, so ...
she really punished for that.

Plus the reason I ran away,-stabbed me with
a tent peg. We had a slight argument, as kids do at
eight and nine, but he saw fit to stick a tent peg into
my stomach, so I punched him. But I knew that that
again wouldn't have ended well, so I ran away.

I mean, any other situation, the kids could have
went to the adult and tried to kind of argue out what
had happened, but I just knew that I wouldn't have got
that opportunity, so I ran away.

Okay.

And then at paragraph 36 you tell us about
an occasion where you had asked Mrs —— or she was
making chocolate mousse for pudding and you had said to
her it was one of your favourites, and you were then
given an extra helping, but you say it tasted of bleach
and you struggled to eat it?

I basically just asked her what was for pudding, and she
said it was chocolate mousse, and I said it was my
favourite, and she said, "Oh, is it your favourite, is
it?" And I knew even just by her response that
something wasn't right. And so, yeah, we had our dinner

and everybody got given a bowl of chocolate pudding,
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chocolate mousse, and she said to me, she went, "I've
given you an extra dollop of chocolate mousse for you,
as it's your favourite", she says, you know, "It's your
favourite", and I took one spoonful and I could taste
bleach. And I said to her, "It tastes funny", and she
says, "Well, everybody else has ate it, come on, you
said it was your favourite", and she made me eat the lot
of it. It took about two hours or something to eat it.
I was vomiting, but she made me eat it, yeah. And,

I mean, at the time I never really knew it was bleach,
but in older life, I'm thinking I think it was bleach
that she had in that.

Okay. And you weren't allowed to leave the table until
you were finished?

No, no, totally didn't (unclear) because 1I'd said it was
my favourite, and she's went to the hassle of giving me
an extra dollop. So, yeah.

Ckay.

You say at paragraph 37 that you had to call the

FKA-FKG Uncle and Auntie .

A.

Q.

Yeah.

And I think you didn't like that.

No.

And on some occasions did you call them -- did you carry

on calling them Uncleand e
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No, we had to call them --

You had to

-- BAuntie ancl Uncle

If you called them anything else, what would happen?

It was a bit of a trade off because they said that they
wanted us to start calling them mum and dad, which

I thought was a bit weird. Yeah, that didn't last long.
It didn't really feel right, and I don't know if they
even felt right about us calling them mum and dad.
Especially the fact that we probably hadn't even been
there a year and saying things like that.

So, yeah, I mean, I'm saying a year, but it was
probably a lot -- because I always remember calling them
Uncleand Auntie [ , so that incident must have
happened quite early on in the placement, you know what
I mean. So, yeah, we had to call them Uncleand
Auntie
At paragraph 38 you say that they used to tell you to
lower your eyes. Can you explain that?

I mean, I wish they'd explained that to us as well,
because I1'd never heard of this before. So when they
were giving us a row, we had to -- you had to bow your
head like this with your eyes looking at the floor, and
they says that every now and again you're just to 1lift

your head up like this and look at them and then back
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down again, and that's lowering your eyes. So wWe never
knew this because they didn't really do that in the
homes or in my own house. 1I'd never ever really heard
of lowering your eyes before.
The time that I really found out was when I was in

the kitchen one time, we were all in the kitchen, and
was across the other side of the kitchen and
she's giving me a row, and I'm looking at her, and she's
screaming, "Lower your eyes", and I'm thinking: what is
this lower your eyes thing? And she's like, "Lower your
fucking eyes", and I'm just terrified at this point.

I don't know what to do. I don't know what lowering
your eyes is. So I started kind of closing my eyes like
this and -- and this was just enraging her, and I just
kept getting them smaller and smaller and smaller to the
point where she just couldn't take it anymore and she
went off like a volcano, and came and just beat the
living shit out of me in the kitchen in front of
everybody, punching me in the face and, "You insolent
little bastard" and things like this, you know what

I mean, and Jjust kicking me, and it was when she kind of
calmed down she explained to me what the lowering the
eyes thing was.

Right.

So I learned that day what it was, yeah, and I did that
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every time when she spoke to me.

And did she do that --

Until they told me to stop it, because I did it one day
and I got a punch in the face because she says, "Stop
doing that because it looks like you're giving me dirty
looks". So you couldn't win. They could just lead you
into situations any time they wanted to. Again, finding
that excuse, you know what I mean? They must have been
able to go to bed at night and sleep tight because they
knew they punched me in the face because I was giving
her dirty looks. It maybe made her sleep easy at night.
Did she do that lower your eyes thing with her own
children?

I can't really remember her disciplining her own kids,
to be honest with you.

Okay.

Very light discipline, but I never ever seen her giving
the lower your eyes thing or lifting a hand or starving
them or making them eat their food off a toilet seat or
anything like that, no.

If we go on to the next page, please, page 10 and

paragraph 39, you talk about Mr taking you into
your bedroom to punish you, and this -- the curtains

would be closed and the lights would be off. Would it

be at nighttime or would this happen during the day?
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Sort of early evening, I can remember sometimes. The

curtains would be shut. There was a chair in the corner

and -- I mean, listen ... when I look back on this now
and think about -- that whole situation is just not
right. At the time —-- I've never ever claimed to have

been sexually abused. I've never claimed it, not even
to this day. But the more and more I think about this
situation, the weirder and weirder it gets.

So I would -- I would be in the house and |
would come and say that, "Uncle s waiting for you
in the bedroom". So I'd go through, and it would be all
dark, and sometimes I could hardly even see him, and
I had to stand there in front of him, lowering the eyes,
and he would say, "What have you done today that's

bad?", and I would say, "Nothing, Uncle FKG

nothing",
and he would be like, "Surely, surely there must have
been something you've done today that was bad, you must
have done something bad", because we were such terrible
kids, and I would go, "No, Uncle no, no". He
would then stick his hand out and get me to feel his
hand, how hard it was and the callouses, and he'd say,
"I've been working really hard today on the farm, feel
how hard my hand is, this is the hand that's going to be

slapping you", and I'd have to stand there and feel his

hand until he was satisfied, and then he would then tell
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me to go and take my trousers and my pants off and lie
face down on the bed because he was now going to proceed
with the spanking. &And I'd lie there and I'd wait for
ages. I'd wait for ages. It didn't happen instantly.
I'd just lie there and wait and wait. And then all of

a sudden it would -- he would start smacking the hell
out of me.

Okay.

Bit weird. And I don't know what was going on whilst

I was waiting. As an adult now, I can only imagine.
Now, if we move on to page 11 of your statement, at the
top of that page, paragraph 44, you talk about something
that you mentioned earlier, that it got to a stage that
you felt that you had to speak to your social worker --
Yeah.

-- about it, and you say that you and your sister tried
to tell him what was going on, and you pleaded with him
not to tell the family what you had said, but to try and
get you away.

Yeah.

What happened after you got out of the car?

He basically just told us to make our way in.

Okay.

And somehow or another, and were, like,

standing waiting on us arriving back. I mean, they were
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A.

probably concerned at the length of time we had been
away, you know. I don't know exactly what time it was
we used to get back from the visit. Let's say it was

8 o'clock at night we get back. It's now 9 o'clock
because we've been talking to Jim for, like, over

an hour about what's been going on. So I don't know if
that's why they were standing at the end of the path
waiting.

And so as we were going in, Jim was like that, you
know, "In you go, go and get yourselves ready for bed"
or whatever, and we went into the room, and I can
remember saying to - "I hope he doesn't tell them
what we've said about them", and we were looking through

the curtains and we could see Jim standing there talking

to and for about 45 minutes.
After that, came into our room and just

said, "What have yous been saying about us?", and beat
the living shit out of us, and that was the last time we
spoke to anybedy.

Okay.

You say at paragraph 47 that the result of you
telling Jim Roberts seemed to have the desired effect,
but at a cost. So I think there came a point after you
told him that you were moved; is that right?

I mean, it's hard to try and, you know, get it all in
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also ... the cohabitee."

Then there's reference in the next paragraph to the
pre-arranged visit to Cultenhove on Wednesday, and then
if we go down to the next paragraph, the first part of
the next paragraph regarding "[blank]", that's not about
you, so if we just go down to the fourth line of that
paragraph, "to see him at the foster home around that
time", and then it says "concerning", and on the screen
you can see "[blank]" and " [blank]".

Yeah.
So:

"Concerning [you and your sister], they were quite
talkative and also a bit upset on the return car journey
to the farm on Wednesday, mainly about the
management of them which they seem to view as harsh.
For example, they feel that they are always getting
rows, even more so than at home. Further, they stated
that two sons often got them into trouble
on the farm or blamed them if anything went wrong there
or when they were out playving together. The children
also felt thatwere inconsistent with them,
'They fall in with us and they fall out with us'."

Is that right?

Yeah, I'm saying falling in and falling out; I think

that's probably touching on them being nice in a sense
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to try and just find an excuse to then bring it all back
down. Just -- aye.
Okay.

"The former usually when, according to [you and your
sister], they are due to see their mother. Further,
[yvou] stated that [you] were frightened to say the wrong
thing in the foster home."

Is that right?

Yeah.

"For example, call Mr by his first name, which
Mr dislikes, instead of uncle."

No, sorry, that -- sorry, that is -- we would never call

him by his first name. We would always call him

Unclebut sometimes you would get a slap to the

face because he said you called him He would say,
"Yous called me '_
Right.

It was another excuse.
Okay.

"Generally they appear to be unhappy at present
although this contrasts with their earlier and
apparently happier feelings about the placements and
they have even planned to run away, presumably to home.
I would be very grateful indeed if at some appropriate

time during your sessions with the children you could
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FKA-FKG

pursue these concerns of [you and your sister] even
further. I have suggested to them that they raise these
anxieties not only with myself but also with you. The
have not been informed of the children's
comments, which is what the children apparently fear
most. It may be necessary, therefore, for you to
reassure them that anything they say will remain
confidential to be passed on only to myself."

So that seemed to be the social worker's --
Yeah.
-- explanation for what had happened --
He's a liar, because they came and said to us after that
night, "What have you been saying?" So ...
Okay. I suppose it's possible that might
have surmised from the length of time --
Yeah, I'm sorry I called him a liar. You're right.
There might have been other things said that -- he's
maybe probing them or something, I don't know. But,
I mean, he was there for 45 minutes and it just seemed
a bit suspect that we had spent the last hour telling
him things, and it's maybe unfair for me to assume that
that's what he was saying. But they definitely came in
and beat us up because they asked us what we'd been
saying. So I don't know if they've picked up on maybe

something he's said.
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Okay.

Now, if we can move on in this document, please, to
page 10, this is a review report, a review form. You'll
see Mr Roberts, date of review, 22 May 1980, and if we
go on to page 11, please, at (a) it says there:

"Although as before this is generally good, [you]
have of late indicated to the social worker that [you
are] frightened of and that they are harsh
in the way that they treat [you] and also [your sister].
For example, he states that they are always getting
rows, not always because they start things. Further, he
stated that fa.ll in and fall out with
himself and his sister. The former usually relates to
the time when they are due to see their mother, and the
latter to other occasions."

So, again, that seems to be the social worker
summarising some of the things that you told him.

Yeah.

Now, 1f we go on, please, to page 13, at the "Future
plans" at the bottom of the page, we see that the
outcome of the future plans was:

"l. To retain [you] in the present fostering
situation;

"2. Introduce [you] to Miss Fox, educatiocnal

psychologist, for weekly sessions, including [your
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the document on page 9, 17 June 1980, and if we stay on
page 6, and at the top of the page, it's quite faint,
but it seems to be a meeting between Miss Fox, the
educational psychologist, somebody who's called
an organiser for children's homes, somebody from
Cultenhove, Ms Aitken, a senior social worker, and
Mr Roberts, who was your social worker.
Mm~-hmm.
If we go to the bottom of this page, there's a heading
that's blanked out, and that's you.
Yeah.
"In her contact with this child Miss Fox described him
as surprisingly adult and reasonable and secure. She
also described him as a very sad, troubled wee boy who
operated in a restrained, polite way, very aware, very
sad, struggling to control his anger and that his recent
running away has been very [if we go over the page] much
part of this. In her view, are pushing
[you] into the running away situation.”

And I assume from what you'wve said in your evidence,
you would agree with that.
Yeah.
You were running away because of them.

(Witness nods).

"He has had enough ofattitude towards him,
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particularly the son, who really bugs him. Miss Fox
felt that [your] anger was just below the surface and
that he was likely, unless handled very carefully, to
explode. Apparently [you and your sister] are not
allowed to tell on the son, who in turn constantly tells
on them with [iGRENE . These two children feel that
they have no recourse to justice. Apparently [you] get
into trouble from for even complaining about
the son."

And I think that's consistent with the sort of thing
that you've been telling us about the interactions.
Yeah.

"Miss Fox explained that [you] expressed graphically
thatare always telling [you] what's going
on in [your] head, telling [you] what [you're] supposed
to be thinking, and that [you are] blamed for what they
are suggesting to [you] that [you] might have done.

"[You have] worked out that it is better to admit
that they are right instead of having them continuously
go on at him."

Is that again consistent with what you felt at the
time?

Yeah.

It says there you apparently:

"... dislike heartily calling uncle and
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aunt and this causes additional friction. There have
apparently been many threats of being retained in care
and smacking is used as a punishment."

Okay.

If it's okay, I'm just going to carry on reading
this.
Yeah, that's fine, yeah, vyeah.
I appreciate it's upsetting.

"[You] can apparently discuss in great detail the
fact that [you've] been to six different schools and
every permutation of lifestyle that [you've] been

through. On the day that [you'd] last run away from the

FKA-FKG home [you'd] been fighting with the brother, the

son, who had enraged [you] and [you] ran off because
[you] knew [you] would get into trouble. [You were]
apparently heading for Grangemouth pursued by the police
and eventually encouraged to return with a social worker
from the emergency duty team who assured [you] that he

would see [you] all right, but on their return to the

the social worker had left immediately without

helping him to explain."

So you said in your evidence about the police doing
that and --
Yeah.

-- here it seems to be a social worker who has gone to
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the house with you and left.

Yeah.

"Since the last absconding he's apparently been told by
that if he runs off again they would make
him the sorriest boy in the world."

Can you remember that --

Yeah.
-- type of thing being said to you?

"Apparently this boy lives in constant fear of the
unknown.

"Another incident raised by Miss Fox relating to
[yvou] had been on an occasion when Mrs had got
into the car with [one of the sons] and [you] thought
[you weren't] getting a lift to school. Mrs had
indicated to [you] to move back towards the car and he
walked around to the driving side door. At this point
she had driven away and left [you] standing."

(Witness nods).
It then goes on that the son sets things up and:

"In his view of the son, [you] show a really
surprising degree of hatred."

Yeah.
"Miss Fox emphasised that this is a very unhappy boy
coping with a constantly nagging situation which is

always asking too much of him and is one in which he
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just cannot cope."

So that's what this memo says in relation to you.

If I can just go on to something on the next page,
page 8, in relation to -- so at the top of the page,
it's referring to all of you, all of the children, and
then it talks about your sister, and there are points
there about your sister, and you'll see numbered points,
and then there's a paragraph just below the numbered
points beginning:

"Miss Fox volunteered the information that
apparently [your sister] has her face slapped quite
a bit and this fact has emerged twice spontaneously
while the three of them were working and playing
together in the play therapy session and that on one
occasion the child had a swollen eye. Apparently the
are responsible for the slapping."

So that seems to have been something that Miss Fox
had noticed and raised during a play therapy session --
Mm~-hmm.

-- in relation to your sister. And I think you told us
earlier in your evidence that you can remember your
sister being injured in that incident that you told us
about.

Yeah.

Ckay.
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A.

I mean, this is just touching the surface of what went
on. This is just like sort of the main points.

I remember them humiliating - She was obviously
just like entering puberty, and made her take her
pants down to check for hairs, you know what I mean? It
was just disgusting, asking her how many hairs she had.
It's just like ... a lot of this statement doesn't cover
half of what went on.

You'll appreciate I'm just reading out certain aspects
of it.

No, I understand that, yeah.

But we do have all of your records.

After this -- so we know that you were moved
ultimately or you left and I think you tell
us in your statement that there came a point that you
knew that you were leaving but it was delayed, it was
going to be in the future.

Yeah, I remember that night well. I mean, we had a few
strange encounters with There was one
night, I think she was clearly intoxicated. She had
just received two little kittens, like Siamese kittens,
and there was just this night that she had-and

I in the kitchen and she was sobbing her eyes out. You
know, this was after she had told us that we were

leaving. Sobbing her eyes out. And you'd think that we
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the truth. We honestly thought that within that six
weeks it probably would have been the worst six weeks of
our life and we might not have survived.

So that was the night that we decided to -- at the
point when it was time to get in the car with Jim to go
back to, we just made a run for it. And
I was caught first, whereas -was like a whippet,
and I think they had to charm her out of the trees, to
be honest with you, and just -- I don't know what
happened that night. I mean, it was ocbviously
unbeknownst to us, what was going on in the background,
but that night they said, "Right, they're not going
back", and we went to a home in Bannockburn.

So we don't know what -- I mean, obviously you can
see what was going on in the background, and that's why
we never went back that night, because I think they must
have seen how terrified we were, that we weren't lying,
and that -- but to be honest, it came as a shock,
because why has it worked tonight, but all these other
times it hadn't worked? 1It's not until you look at your
records you realise why they never took us back, because
they were already sort of making moves and realising
that they were no good, these people, so ...

I think again if we go back to the very start of this

document, to page 1, we see a minute of a case
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conference. This is 26 August 1980. So this is after
you had moved.
Escaped.
If we go to the second page of this and the first
paragraph, it says there:

"Staff indicated that [you say] nearly nothing about

[your] previous experience at FRA-FKG farm. On one

occasion when on his own with a member of staff he began
to talk about, only to hear others returning
and broke off. Miss Fox indicated that [you live] in
constant fear of being returned to the farm and it needs
to be constantly reinforced that he will not be sent
there."

(Witness nods).

So, again, that's consistent with what you've just

said --

Yeah.

—-- about being terrified of there.

Yeah.

0f the farm. Okay.

Now, you tell us in your statement, I think, that
you saw a document which indicated that, after your
placement came to an end, were not to be
foster parents again on a long-term basis.

Yeah.
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But might still be allowed to take babies.

Yeah.

I wonder if we can look at that just briefly, please.
It's at CFS-000006114. This is a letter from

Mr Roberts, your social worker, to a Mr Ferguson,

a senior social worker in the Stirling area office,

dated 14 July 1980. It refers to , and it

talks about you and your sister being placed with the,

FrA-FKG long term, and then there's reference to some of

the difficulties that had arisen.

If we go down to -- there's a paragraph -- yes, just
below the "Parental rights" one:

“offered [you and your sister]
a stable, protected and secure home life for
approximately 15 months. During this time, the
children's school work improved, particularly in [your
sister's] case as she achieved a level of functioning
relative to her age and nearer to the class average than
previously. Further, the children were well cared for
physically. Liked the farm environment where they
helped with the animals at least once during their stay.
Spent a seaside holiday with , which both of
them appeared to enjoy."

And then there's reference to you meeting the

extended family.
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Now, I can tell from your evidence you probably
disagree with some of the things that are said there.

Yeah.

MS INNES: If we move on to the next section, it says:

"Gradually throughout this placement Mr and

VB FKA-FKG

began to emerge as a couple who saw ...

I don't know what the next word is --

LADY SMITH: I wondered if it was "preferred", Ms Innes.

MS INNES: It might be "preferred", yes:

"... fostering as an exclusive relationship with
children. Parental contact, while initially just
tolerated but hardly at all on latter occasions,
appeared to take second place to [you]. For example,
informed me, guite early on in the
placement, that they did not wish their weekends
disturbed by [your mother] either on the telephone or
visiting -- neither did they wish to have visiting at
times other than the weekends."

So I think that's consistent with what you said
about the relationship in terms of contact.

Yeah.
If we can go on over the page to the next page, page 2,
and the paragraph beginning:

"Regarding their management of the children, Mr and

MrsiilGuENEll-ccmed over controlling and punitive. They
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appeared to take a similar approach with their own
children. The report of the psychologist, Miss Fox,
which accompanies this memo, gives some examples of
[your] approach and [your] reaction and opinion."

And there's a report from Miss Fox.

And then at the second-last paragraph of the letter,
it says:

“, while offering the children
a stable, secure if overprotected environment, impress
as self-centred, judgemental, opinionated and somewhat
authoritarian couple whose self-formulated and narrow
view of fostering relegates natural parents to
a secondary place in their consideration. Mr and
Mrsalso impress as being threatened by change or
are unable or even unwilling to adapt to new situations,
intolerant of disturbed behaviour in children and
somewhat punitive in their attempts to control it. It
would appear, therefore, that before this couple are
used again, they should be completely reassessed.
However, in the meantime and ifagree it may
be possible to use them for a pre-adoption placement,
babies only."

So I think that's the document that you were
referring to.

Yeah.
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A.

And it appears that the social worker at the end of the

placement expressed some concerns about FIAFKG

attitudes.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So have I got this right: a couple who have

been assessed as, as it says, authoritarian,
self-formulated with a very narrow view of fostering,
putting other parents in a secondary position in their
considerations and not being prepared to give them any
priority, are nonetheless being considered as suitable
to take babies pre-adoption, when you need people who
understand the importance of children's relationships
with those outside their home being built? Have I got

that right?

MS INNES: That seemed to be the conclusion --

LADY SMITH: Oh dear.

MS INNES: -- of that letter, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Hm.

MS INNES: Now, if we can just move on to -- I'm not going

to look at anything else in the records, but I just want
to move on to one final topic with you, 'Patrick', and
that's the issue of reporting to the police.

Yeah.

If we look at paragraph 49 of your statement, which is

at page 12, you said there that you reported the abuse
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baton again and get something done.

So, yeah. Then I called the police again and made
another complaint and they took another statement. As
it turns out, it was the same guy, the same police
officer that turned up to take the second statement, and
it was on the same date years later, 19 February.

Okay.

Which was quite bizarre. But -- so he kind of got the
ball rolling again, and I was then informed by the
police that the first time -- sorry, to let you
understand, the first time around, they had actually --
I don't know if they arrested , they possibly
did, and took him in and charged him with child abuse.
They then obviously made their report and sent it to the
Procurator Fiscal. And this is -- the letter was about
when I was asking what was happening, and basically what
did happen was that the fiscal just said there was no
further action to be taken.

When I then spoke to the police, I think it was

in -- was it 2007, was 1it?
Yes.
They said that -- they assured me that the fiscal didn't

even look at the evidence. They knew that the fiscal
never looked at the evidence and that the decision was

just off-the-cuff, because there was no reason why they
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shouldn't have looked at it, and they says that the
amount of evidence that we had against
they sald was ample enough to prosecute
them. They says, "You've been completely and utterly
let down by the fiscal, your rights have been violated,
yvou never had the right to appeal the decision, they
never even had the decency to get back into contact with
you". Even though I was trying to contact them, they
then sent me a letter saying there would be no charges
brought against me.

So it was really, really tough, and a bitter pill to
swallow, to realise there was enough, sufficient
evidence to prosecute, and the fiscal just decided that,
no, no further action to be taken, for whatever reason

that they chose.

Yes.
So ..
And then I think the fact that Mr had been spoken

to before then, did that have an impact on the next time
that the police --

Yeah.

-- there was an investigation and then proceedings?

He was obviously rearrested again, and I think possibly
charged again with child abuse, but then I was actually

told by the fiscal, because I was having regular
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a chance, you know, finally to get him, and completely
let down again by the fiscal, by -- yeah.

I've had meetings with the fiscal since and they
grovel to me. They go, "Oh, we're really, really sorry,
you know, we blew your chances and you weren't afforded
your rights at the time". But it's now -- I'm left now
to carry on with my life knowing full well that
will never ever be brought to justice for
this, because the fiscal screwed it up. They completely
and utterly screwed it up.

They then -- they were kind of going after [Q ,
who now lives in Spain, and they've had an international
arrest warrant or extradition notice on her for a few
years now, maybe five or six years, and I've then had
a letter and a meeting with the fiscal again saying, you
know, it's a bit unfair to keep that going on her for so

long as well, so they've dropped that as well.

LADY SMITH: They dropped it --

A.

Yeah, they dropped it, yeah, yeah. They say it's kind
of unfair to keep it going on, you know, endlessly, you
know. Ah, it'll just go on endlessly, you know. But
they didn't want her -- they didn't want that hanging

over her head. So, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Do you have any idea how old she'd be now?

A.

Pardon?
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LADY SMITH: Have you any idea how old would be now?

A. On the day that went to court, I was told not to

attend, but I did, because I thought if I was ever going

to face him in court, that I wanted to try and get the

measure of him first, just to see what he was like,

because in my mind he's a monster, he's a big, big man,

and as crazy as this sounds, when you go through
an experience like that, you always think in the terms
of that wee boy that went through it. You never ever
look at it in the sense that you're an adult now and
you'd probably be able to strangle him if he came near

you.

But -- so I wanted to see him and see what he looked

like, so I wasn't looking at him -- just like I came

here on Monday to have a look at this place to

familiarise myself, I just wanted to familiarise myself

with him, and just turned out he's a pathetic old man.
Anyway, to get to the point, when I looked at his
name on the board, he was only sort of mid 60s, which
was a big surprise to me, because when I added it up,
I thought they must have only been in their early 20s
when they fostered us. 5o assuming that FKA is
roughly the same age as him, then I don't even think

she'd be 70 yet.

LADY SMITH: Right.
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you've had with the fiscal, 'Patrick' --
Yeah.
—-— in relation to their decision in relation to --
I mean, in my mind, I don't know if I'm finished with
him, Ruth. You know what I mean? I don't know if -—-
I was just so completely and utterly let down by them
and ... I'm now left to try and muddle on through,
soldier on through, and just try and find a way to deal
with the fact that I'll never get them to justice
because of them. You know what I mean? I'll never get
But I feel that -- I don't know if I'd
have some kind of vengeance on them -- not vengeance,
that's a bit of a strong word, you know what I mean, but
some kind of -- I don't know, kind of redress or
something, I don't know. I'm just -- I'm totally
raging, fuming.

This letter that I received about her is just like
a month ago, so I'm now dealing with the fact that
she'll never be -- I mean, I actually said to the fiscal
at the time, "So you're now dropping it, so if she'd

come into the country yesterday, she'd have been
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evidence on different types of care. That can't have
been easy, I get that. But thank you for sticking with
us and for being prepared to come here today and make
your evidence really come alive. I do appreciate
everything you're saying about being angry and let down,
and thank you for your clear and difficult descriptions
of what happened to you as a child, but the clarity with
which you've been able to give them has helped me
enormously, so thank you for that.

I've kept you an hour beyond when I hoped we would
be able to let you go.

A. That's fine. I've waited six years. It's fine.

LADY SMITH: Well, it's very understanding of you. I am now
able to let you go and I hope have a restful evening.

A. Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: Thank you so much for everything you've done to
help us.

A. Okay, thanks.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, a quick name check. ©Of course we'wve used
names. They're the foster carers. The
witness used his sister's first name and names of other
children in the foster home have also been referred to,
but they are all of course protected by my general

restriction order and the identities are not for
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