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Thursday, 18 August 2022

(10.00 am)

LADY SMITH: Good morning. This is the third day this week
of oral evidence in relation to our foster care and
boarding-out case study. We start this morning with
a witness who's ready to give her evidence, I think.

Is that right, Ms Rattray?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, indeed. The next witness is an applicant
who 1is using the pseudonym 'Julie'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: 'Julie' was in the care of Grampian Regional

Council. She was in two foster placements in Aberdeen.

The first was with Mr and Mrsfrom

The second was with Mr and Mrs -from
I o5 o oos-
The current responsible authority is Aberdeen City
Council.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
'Julie' (sworn)
LADY SMITH: That sounds as though you're in a good
position.
A. Yeah.
LADY SMITH: If you stay in a good position for the

microphone, it will help you and it also helps us
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statement being published as part of the evidence to the
Inquiry and you believe the facts stated in your witness
statement are true?
Yeah, absolutely, yeah.
That's fine. You can leave that to one side just now.

'Julie', this morning in terms of helping you give
your evidence, what I'm going to do is I'm going to ask
you questions about your memories and what you say in
your statement and I will do it in different parts.

The first part will be very brief and it's just
looking at how you came to be in foster care.

Then I'll move on and I'll ask you about your

memories when you were staying with the |SHESIRE

Then we'll move on and ask you about your memories
with the _

The final part, I will ask you about some things
following your experiences in foster care such as the
impact upon you, your experience in trying to recover
records and also any lessons that you think we are able
to learn from what your experiences have been.

So that's the kind of structure for this morning.
(Witness nods)

Turning to the first part of that, the background, you
tell us that you were born in 1979 and were you born in

Aberdeen?
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I remember.

I think you tell us in your statement around that time
you think you were allocated a social worker?

Yeah. She was -- I know for a fact I was because she
was lovely. She was from the maternity social work.
She was really nice. That's the lady that took me
through the first year of being at the

I think you tell us her name there. Is that something
you remember?

Yeah, absolutely.

What was her name?

Fiona Greig.

Fiona Greig?

Yes.

Okay. We'll move on to the second part that I spoke to,

which is in relation to foster care with the

How old do you think you were when you moved to stay
with the

Ten and a half.

I think in your statement you think it happened in 1990,
albeit the records suggest it was the following -or
thereabouts, in 1991.

No, that's when I moved to ... the second foster people.

x EPG-SPO
When I went to stay with the I was only ten and

a half, I was halfway through Primary 7.
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Q. Right, okay. Would that have been in about 1991 or
thereabouts; do you think?

A. Yeah, when I -- I went to stay with the

Q. Mm-—hmm?

A. I was born in 1979 -- 1989, 1990, I was thinking.

Q. Okay. I think you said to me before what you remember
about it is you were in Primary 772

A, Mm-hmm. Definitely, yeah.

Q. Is it fair to say that whatever the particular date

might have been, you were definitely in Primary 7 at the

time?
A. I was definitely =-- I know that for a fact, yeah,
absolutely. Because I remember -- yeah.

LADY SMITH: I think it was the-1991 according to the
records, the written records, but maybe you had had your
11th birthday -in Primary 7? It was during
Primary 7 that you went there.

A. That I went there, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Knowing when your birth date is, I think you
might have had your 1llth birthday, been one of the
children that was older in the Primary 7 year by then.
That's possible, isn't it?

A. (Witness nods)

Oh, right, okay.

LADY SMITH: You see what I mean?
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A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Could have been.

A. I don't know.

LADY SMITH: It doesn't matter, but you clearly remember you
were still at primary --

A. Absolutely.

LADY SMITH: -- and you were in your last year at primary?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thanks.

MS RATTRAY: You tell us that you moved to stay with Mr and
Mrs What did you call them?

A. (Witness shakes head)

Just horrendous. It's Jjust embarrassing. Yes, so
we had to cry -- the lady we had to cry her Granny and
the man, his name was |28 we had to cry him
Oh, just awful. It wasn't at the time because I was
young, but when I think about it now, oh my goodness.
Just weird. I don't understand it to this day why you
would cry foster people that.

Q. What do you find weird about it? Can you explain that

to us?
A. I don't know. I actually -- no. I don't know. You
wouldn't cry foster parents Granny and -- I don't know.

In this day and age you would cry them or _..

well, the man ——-and -I went to say with in
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Q.

_ it was -and - just clearly cried
-"-' and- we cried hirn- Why did you --

it's just weird, I don't know.
Is one of the issues perhaps that you were calling her

Granny but you weren't related to her?

I don't know. I -- I don't know. All the children
cried them Granny and The children did before

then, before then and before then, so, I don't know
The reference to being Granny, what kind of ages were
Mr and Mrs?

They were -- I think they were older, a lot older.

I don't know if that's where the Granny thing came in.
When I think about it now, they must have been a lot
older because she had a son, he would have been about
40, I'm thinking. I don't know. I'm trying to think
how old they would have been myself.

But your memories are of them being older people?

He was -- the man, EPG whatever he wants to
cry hisself, Mr he was -- I am sure he was

retirement age. He worked for some kind of tatty
company, I think, before. He was -- they were old.
They were old.

What I might add --

LADY SMITH: Did you say he worked for a tatty company?

A.

Yeah, and I'm sure he retired just before I left.
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LADY SMITH: They were in I think in the Garthdee area of
Aberdeen; is that right?

A. Mm.

LADY SMITH: I'm just trying to remember, is that close to
farm land?

A. O©Oh no.

LADY SMITH: Is it on the edge of Aberdeen?

A. No. He maybe delivered -- I just remember something
about a tatty company, but I'm not sure.

LADY SMITH: Okay. It may have been somebody warehousing
potatoes in the town or something.

A. I am sure he was definitely retiring anyway from what he
was doing.

LADY SMITH: ©Okay, that's helpful. Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: I think it might help if I say to you, 'Julie',
because as you're aware we've recovered records and
while we don't have any date of birth for Mrs-
we do have a date of birth for and he was born in
15235

A. Oh, my goodness.

Q. Which by my calculation he would have been about 68 when
you were first placed with the

A. Oh my God. That is old. It's not old, I'm sorry,

I didn't mean that in a disrespectful way, but it's old

for young children, because they had children younger

10
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Was there room for any other furniture?

There wasn't -- from what I can remember, there wasn't
any -——- I don't know where our toys, whatever that age,
I don't know. We didn't have a -- I don't remember

a TV. Any toys were out in the garden. ©No. I don't
know. I can't really remember. There certainly wasn't
like toys lying about. Everything was out in the
garden, nothing was kept inside.

At paragraph 17 on page 4 of your statement, 'Julie',
you say you don't have many memories of living with the
but you do make some general comments and you
say that your time there was horrendous. Why was that?
Oh ... it wasn't when I stayed there, because obviously
coming from my mum to there, I must have -- it must have
been such a difference, but -- I don't know. The way we
was brought up, it was just horrendous. The travelling
about. We was all made to wear the same clothes. We
had no outside contact with other children in the area.
We just was in the garden, we didn't get to (unclear).
We didn't get to associate with our own friends, our own
friends didn't get to come to the house. The travelling
about was just awful. I just hated it. We lived like
their kind of life, which maybe worked for them in the
past, I don't know. All the other children seemed to

love the way things were, but I don't know.

13
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just weren't right.

You tell us in relation to the routine at the
house about the time you were put to bed in the evening.
What time was that?

We was put to bed at a -- well, went to bed I think
between 8 and 9. What I remember is in summer holidays
it was like staying in a cul de sac and it was up
upstairs, the curtains were closed and all the other
children were outside playing. Now, they knew I was in
my bed, because I remember we went to Girls' Brigade and
later girls from Girls' Brigade, they all used to come
around, I just remember shouting outside. The boys that
were -- -the lad that stayed there, they were
shouting his name and I'm thinking this is just -- it
was just horrible.

So essentially you were in your bed at a time where all
other children of your age were outside playing?

Yeah. That could have been like a late time for their
children, they maybe thought that was right, I don't
know, but it was just -- other children weren't allowed
into the garden to play and we certainly weren't allowed
out, out to play with.

In relation to mealtimes and food, what was the food
like?

We were sat at the kitchen table, I don't think there'd

16
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be anything wrong with the food. I don't really have
any memories of food or Christmas Day or mealtimes.

I just know there was a big kitchen table in the kitchen
and we did all sit round there to eat our dinner.

When you were sitting round for dinner, was that Mr and
Mrs and all the children in the household?
Yeah.

Do you remember at all that if a child didn't like what
was being served up whether anything happened about
that?

I don't know, no.

That's not something you have any memories of?

No.

In relation to washing and bathing, when you needed

a bath or whatever, were you given privacy to do that?
Well, no. But I don't know if it was age appropriate.
We had to share bathwater but a lot of people says back
when we why younger that's what people had to do. But
I mean the girls had to share a bath together to

a certain age, well we all had to share a bath together.
I bathed the little girl_—— _that
stayed with us. Me and one of the other girls, once we
got a bit older, I remember, it was either her or me
that did it first, we put on a swimming costume or

something, but I don't know whether it was for fun or

L%
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Yeah.

How did other children sort of respond to that?

I think in first and second year I had -- this is what's
really strange as well. I had a -- from a group of
girls I had a really hard time in first and second year
and it actually got -- little bits of my memories, it
got actually really bad. But when I went to stay with

-and -it all changed. It's really strange.

I don't understand.

I think we'll come to your experience with -and-
later on.

Yeah.

But perhaps it's because you blended in more perhaps?
Yeah, and I'm thinking the way I dressed, the way

I looked. When I look back at pictures and we had

like == it was year books we did in secondary school.
When I look back at pictures in first and second year,
oh my goodness. I just shake my head and I think oh me.
Did anyone at home encourage your education, such as
help with homework, for example?

Mr and Mrs

Yes.

I don't remember. But I try and figure that out myself
and I can't remember anything about homework in first

year or the work I did or -- it's really weird, because

19
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LADY SMITH: Dee Street?

A.

Uh-huh.

LADY SMITH: Did you say it was completely legal?

A.

Yeah, oh yeah.

LADY SMITH: There was nothing illegal about it?

A.

No, but I knew there was no way in this earth, because
something to do with the rehearsals I knew I wouldn't be
allowed, but I didn't ever think for one minute that her
granddaughter would have been there. But I'm sure she
was a lot older than me, so I don't know. 1It's a bit
strange. But yes, she was definitely there, went back

and told her -- I don't know what the repercussion was.

LADY SMITH: That's clear. Thank you.

MS RATTRAY: The granddaughter you speak of or the girl, the

relative -- this is the girl who also lived with the

No, no, no. This was her blood relative.

That girl, did she live with theor did she live
somewhere else?

No, no, she didn't -- this was her real blood relative.
I know the girl's name, but when I was young I thought
she was a lot older, but I think she was the same age or
maybe just a couple of years difference now.

Okay.

She stayed with her parents at the time I would imagine,

22
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yeah.

You say in your statement about the rehearsals, that you
remember because you weren't always able to go to the
rehearsals in the evening that your teacher, Ms Gardner,
helped you rehearse at lunchtime?

Yes, she was lovely, yes.

In relation to religion, did you go to church or Sunday
School or anything like that?

Yeah. Yeah. We was made to go to Sunday School and
Girls' Brigade, yes.

Was that something you enjoyed at all?

I did to start with but not carrying on. But we had to
go. We actually didn't have an option. Well, that's
the memory I have. We all went to Girls' Brigade, we
all had to go to Sunday School and -the boy, he
went to Boys' Brigade and he went to the same but
different.

At paragraph 35 of your statement you speak about

chores. What kind of chores did you do in the

home?

I actually enjoyed helping doing chores, because it kind
of got me out of being put out in the garden to play.

It was either go out to the garden and play or stay
inside and tidy up, so I loved doing ironing, we had

turns of doing dishes. I don't ever remember tidying up

23
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like Asda or Tesco or big normal shops like that, no.
You speak about going on holiday. What kind of places
did you go to on holiday?

We always went to the same places, which is -- we
started -- we just started from Aberdeen, up the top of
Scotland, Elgin, Fochabers, Inverness. To me it was
elderly people places, but -- I don't know.

I think you tell us at paragraph 40 of your statement
going to a holiday park called "Grannie's Heilan Hame"?
I must watch what I say because a lot of people give me
a right kick for -- yeah.

In your statement you tell us that you hated it.

Mm.

And you thought it was really for older people rather
than children, is that fair?

The way they put it across, yes, because they took us to
the nighttime entertainment and I always remember like
all old men singing with kilts and old lady and men up
dancing and music that I would have never heard young
people nowadays listening to, whatever. Like I said,

I don't want to be rude and say anything untowards, but
yeah, no, just ...

Okay. You've mentioned about leisure time, when it

wasn't -—- well, it might have been holiday time, but

EPG-SPO

when you were at the house and you weren't at

27
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If you weren't watching that much TV, did that impact at
all when you were at school if perhaps your friends were
talking about a programme they'd seen? Do you remember
that being an issue at all?

Maybe. Like I say, I noticed a big difference when

I went to stay with -and - That's when

I realised that things weren't right with Mr and

Mrs My life just totally changed. My attitude
and my happiness and everything.

Whilst you were staying with the did you see
your mum and your brother?

No. Maybe once. I don't know. It says totally
different in the papers, but I can't remember. My
brother definitely -- my brother was at school. I seen
-at school. But it was a weird thing about that as
well I don't know. My mum definitely not, maybe once or
twice but I can't remember.

Okay. You say in your statement that your mum lived
close by and so you decided to start going to see her.
Mm.

Is that something you remember?

Yeah.

Do you remember if anyone sat down with you and said,
"This is where your mum is, it's fine to see her", or

anything like that?

30
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Well, that's where I left. I left my -- she still lived
there. When I left in Primary 7 she was still there, so
I was clear, I knew exactly where she was.

You've mentioned Fiona Greig, your social worker, who
you remember from shortly before you went to live with
the At paragraph 44 you speak about Fiona
again. What do you remember about any wvisits from your
social worker?

She was lovely. She came to school every week or every
fortnight, whatever. I don't know if she came to the
, but she was lovely. I don't know. I think

I could -- I remember I could speak to her. I was
really, really upset when she left. I remember that.
You say she left. Were you then given a new social
worker?

Yeah.

What was your new social worker like?

She was -- she was like an old Sergeant Major, but Fiona
was so -- she was young and laid-back and just
different. I don't know what the difference was.

Elaine seemed really strict. She seemed more, "Oh, this
is what's going to happen, this is how it's going to
be", sort of thing. Maybe that's how it is, but that's
how I kind of seen things.

Was Fiona someone that you could potentially speak to

31
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being unhappy?

No. I have no idea. I cannot remember 100 per cent.

I don't know. I can't -- I don't know if my mum was
there. No.

Moving on to the question of discipline, do you remember
what happened if your foster parents thought you or
another child had misbehaved?

No, because we never. -the boy that stayed there,
he did, but no, there was certainly absolutely no
smacking ever went on, no shouting. I don't know, it's
just a bit strange thing, no.

You tell us in your statement about that boy. He was

a boy who wet his bed.

Yeah.

Do you remember how the responded to him wetting
his bed?

No. They just -- no. I don't know if they ever got --
he wet his bed every night. It was a shame. They
washed his -- rewashed his sheets, they rewashed his
jammies. I remember every night it was a lot of
expense, they would put his stuff in the tumble dryer
and I just remember the smell going through the whole
house and it was just awful. I don't know whether that

was their punishment. I don't know. It was Jjust

horrible.
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Who was doing the washing and the drying? Was that the

child or was it Mrs _?
No, no, Mrs- yeah.

I think you make the point in your statement that you
had to iron sheets and his pyjamas and vyou speak about
the smell.

Oh, yeahs.

And you think there was a stage at which the sheets and
the pyjamas ought to have been replaced.

It was just awful, yeah.

At this stage, 'Julie', I'm going to ask you -- well,
firstly, before I go on to that, just generally from
what you've told us, how would you describe your
relationship with your foster parents?

With Mr and Mrs

Yeah.

I'm not sure, really. When I first went there --

I don't know. I don't know how I'd describe it.

Tell me -- you know, did they ever show you affection?
Mrs -didn‘t really -- as in -- we did good night
kissing, as in just have a good night kiss. Cuddling,
I don't remember, to start with when we first went there
until things got a bit strange with the man. It depends
where -- I don't know what -- affection, there wasn't

really much affection with Mrs - Not close.
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Just like good night kissing, similar when we went to
school, a kiss on the cheek.

Did you feel loved by her while you were there?

Maybe possibly, I don't know.

I'm going to ask you about what you tell us happened
involving Mr .

Mm~-hmm.

You tell us about that at paragraph 49 onwards in your
statement on page 10. Are you able to tell us what
happened?

Yeah. So yeah. I can't clearly remember how it first
started. I was kind of coming up and down -- I was
getting older, I was coming downstairs in the evening,
later on in the evening when everybody else was up in

bed, going through the living room.

LADY SMITH: 'Julie', try to stay closer to the microphone,

A.

could you?

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: You can move it, the microphone will move. The

arm might move to a better angle for you. Try that.
Yeah. So, yeah, I kind of started going up and down, up
and down. It was really just for the toilet. Then

I would go through to the living room, talk to

Mr before going back upstairs.

LADY SMITH: And what happened?

35
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there and I felt bad about it for a long, long time.
Even at how happy I was at -and- I still felt
really bad about it. I was scared as well as feeling
bad. I remember when I was going into town at the
weekend, I just had dread fear of meeting Mrs -or
any of her family. For a long time, even growing up as
older, being 17/18, when I was away from care and moved
back into town myself, I used to worry about going in
town and meeting any of them.
You say 1in your statement at paragraph 55 that you felt
guilty.
Mm-hmm.
Can you help us understand why you felt guilty when you
hadn't done anything wrong?
I don't know. I just ... all that girls and boys that
day, they all went to school just like myself, just
a normal day, and then none of them ever went back
there. Just like myself. Not knowing why or whatever
got explained to them, I don't know what was explained.
Did anyone sit down and explain to you that that wasn't
your fault? If anyone's at fault it would be
e
(Witness nods)

I think I kept a lot of thoughts to myself.

Once you told your guidance teacher, things started to
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happen and you didn't go back to theand the
other children didn't go back to the Where did
you go?

So I went to Garthdee —‘_ sorry, to stay with

-and- I couldn't believe the difference from

one house to another in one night.

We'll come to that in a minute, but do you remember,
because I think you say in your statement initially you
went to stay with your friend?

Yeah. Yeah, I stayed with my best -- well, -and
her mum and dad in Cove for a week, just till they found
somewhere.

Do you remember whether anyone spoke to you about you
having a choice as to what would happen next or where
you might go?

Maybe, probably, I don't know. I don't know. You
wouldn't really get a choice at that age, would you,
really? What's going to happen's going to happen.

You speak about not getting support. What kind of
support do you think would have been helpful for you at
that time? I'm talking about in the context of having
told about what had happened with Mr

I don't know. When I think about it now, if you dig

your heels in as a child, but I don't know. I seemed to

go through quite happy when I stayed with -and -
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A.

what were you doing?

Just normal things, normal shopping. I remember Asda,
normal food shopping. Shops I hadn't experienced with
Granny and before.

Were these the kind of shops that perhaps your friends
at school would go to as well?

I think so, yeah. I know that's hard -- I can't think
right now, but, yeah.

In relation to pocket money, did you get pocket money
there as well?

Yeah. -gave you your pocket money. You spent it,
you spent it. If you wanted more you earned it in

an appropriate way just like anybody else. It was
great, I loved it. I remember just having a ball.
Okay, and so were you allowed to spend your pocket money
when you chose to do that?

Mm-hmm. Yeah. But mostly it would be at the weekends.
We got our pocket money at the weekend, the same time --
she had a daughter and a son. They were adopted,
because -and -couldn't have a family, but she
made absolutely no difference to any of us.

All the children in the family were treated the same
way?

I think I was their first foster child, -and

-—— like I said, they couldn't have family of
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were able to phone your mum if you wanted to phone her.
(Witness nods)

Was that something you were able to do ?
No. They -- I'm sure you had to get a phone call from
your parents there. I can't remember. Now and again
there was a phone call -- there was a phone in the
lobby, I have very ever rarely been at -- like I say we
were younger then. But yeah, the phone at -and
- you got to use that freely.

What about discipline? What was the -approach to
discipline? If you'd done something you shouldn't have
done, what was their response to that?

I'm not sure, because like I said, I never —-- I never
misbehaved. I did what I was asked. I remember_
their daughter, I think she was a bit of a tearaway, but
I can't remember. There was never really anything bad
that I remember.

I think you say in your statement you remember the other
girl being grounded.

Mm~-hmm.

Is that something you recall?

It's about the only thing I can remember. There was
never anything bad I can recall.

You say at paragraph 72 that you just didn't want to

upset them, the- What was it about them that you
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same.
I asked you this question about the and I'll ask
you about the - How would you describe your
relationship with the -
I don't know. I can't answer that either. I don't
know.
Did they ever show you affection?
It depends what you mean by affection. I don't know
what you mean. As in what ...
For example, if you were upset about something, you
know, imagine you'd fallen out with a friend at school
and you were upset about it, would they console you?
Would they give you a hug? Would they sit down and have
a chat with you? Would they be kind to you?
(Witness nods)

Mm-—hmm .
Yeah?
(Witness nods)

Yeah. I don't know. I wasn't really that kind of
child that needed that kind of affection. I don't know.
Because of the way things were with mum, I just --

I wasn't that kind of child that —--
Okay.
I think. I don't know. I can't remember. I don't

really have much memory on affection and things like
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questions. I don't have any further gquestions for you.

My Lady, I'm not aware of there being any

application for questions.
LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

Are there any outstanding applications for questions
of 'Julie'?

'Julie', that completes everything we want to ask
you this morning. Thank you very much, both for your
written statement -- as I mentioned earlier, we have
that, that's part of your evidence, I've read it
carefully -- but thank you for coming along today to let
us hear from you what you wanted to say here about your
time in foster care. It's very helpful to have heard
that.

I'm able to let you go and I hope you can have
a less stressful time for the rest of the day.

As Yes.
LADY SMITH: Thank you. Just relax now.
A. Thank you.
Thank you very much.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: 1In the course of 'Julie's' evidence we used
names of two sets of foster carers, the and the
- Their identities are protected by my general

restriction order, so they can't be identified outside
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this room. At some points 'Julie' referred to the first
names of the- foster children. Their identities
are also protected by my general restriction order.
I think it's probably time now for the morning
break; is that right?
MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady.
After the break there'll be a further oral witness.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.
I'll rise now.
(11.26 am)
(A short break)
(11.49 am)
LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.
MS INNES: My Lady, the next witness has chosen to remain
anonymous and is using the pseudonym 'Susan'. 'Susan'
was in the care of Fife Regional Council. She was in

more than one foster care placement, but from

_1994 until -1995 she was placed in foster

Geatie: WAER Peter Forbes (PF) and GKN &a Fifa Gotnaii

are the relevant successor.

On 17 October 1995 Peter Forbes pled guilty to
sexual offences against 'Susan', a breach of the peace
and a breach of bail. On 7 November 1995 he was
sentenced to a total period of one year, commencing on

14 August 1995, which I think was a date on which he was
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Yeah, that's what I was talking about earlier when

I said my stepbrother had went -- yeah, it was

an incident that had happened that involved me and my
brother, so I think that's why we were both put into
care at the same time.

If we go then onto paragraph 86, you tell us that you

went toat that point.

Yeah.

What was your first impression of

My first impression was it's just another family that
I'm going to be living with. They were a bit older.
Didn't have any other kids there -- oh, sorry, they had
a wee baby there when I first went, but that wee baby
went back to its mum within a couple of weeks. But then
it was just -- I don't know. I don't know what

I thought, really. 1I'd always been used to being around
other kids and stuff, so I suppose that was a bit of

a bummer, but to me it was just another family that

I was getting put with, so just make the most of it.

You were used to being either with your parents with
other children being about --

Yeah.

--— or in placements where there were other children?
Aye. And foster care by that time just came -- just was

sort of the normal thing. When things broke down at my
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dad's, I knew that was what was going to happen.

That you'd be put into foster care?

Yeah.

Okay. So you were put to this couple. They were a bit
older?

Yeah.

I think we know that you went there when you were 13 and
I think Mr Forbes was --

I think actually I went there when I was 12, I had my
13th birthday when I was there.

I think we know again from your records that Mr Forbes
was 49 when you went there and turned 50 --

We had our birthdays in the same month. He was -
as well, I think, he was_or close to that. Our
birthdays were round about the same time anyway. He
turned 50, I turned 13.

Okay. What was like at the beginning?

Just like any other mum, I suppose.

I didn't have much stuff when I went there, so she
took me and got me clothes and stuff. She was -- how
can I say it? She was pretty hip, you know, she wasn't
too strict. She let me smoke in the house. She was
actually all right. I mean, she never -- she never done
anything wrong to me or that.

Okay. You remember going out shopping with her and
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A.

No, _is the smaller one, then you pass

the castle, there's a big long road, and then you have

— which is the next village along.
Which is that's where they lived,

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Did you have your own room in the house?
A. Yes.
Q. If you go on to paragraph 91, you mention there, as

you've said a moment ago, that you think there was

a baby there when you went there?

Yeah, a wee baby called - She was beautiful,
really beautiful. She was just a newborn. I loved that
wee baby, but she went back pretty soon after I went
there.

Then at paragraph 92 you tell us that they had three
children.

Yes.

Were any of their children living in the house?

No, but two of them lived in the same street and the
other daughter lived just over the back, so they were
all gquite close.

Okay. You say that they had two sets of grandchildren?
Yes. The son had -- I think he had one son and then the
daughter- she had two daughters, and the daughter

- at that time she didn't have any kids. She was
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in the street. I never seen the son, hardly ever. The
daughter - well she worked in the doctor's surgery,
she was just really busy all the time with work and
stuff, so she wasn't around much either. I mean they
did come to the house, but just not very often, but
-did and the grand kids as well. _ set of
kids were always there, but the -- now that I think
about it the son's kids were never there.

Okay. So there was the one daughter and her children
that you maybe saw a bit more --

Yeah, I seen them all the time, aye. We went on holiday
with them and stuff. I would say the daughter-
was down probably most days.

Okay. Were her children younger than you?

Oh yeah, much younger.

They were little children?

Yeah, I think one was about five, and I can't remember
her name, and then the other one, _she would
maybe be about eight, seven or eight.

Ckay.

Still at the same paragraph you say that you
wouldn't say that either was the main
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where he worked, he was a security guard up there. To
start with when he said to me about going up the ice
rink, I just thought, "Oh, yes, I'm going to go on

an ice rink, maybe I will put skates on and go on this
ice rink", but it wasn't, it was all shut down and the
ice was all melted and it was just a tiny wee box room
that he sat in with a radio and a wee TV in it and

a sofa.

Did you walk from the house to meet him?

Aye. He would leave for his work and I would leave
about the same time, and he would just sit up at the
shop at _ and wait for me. He would
go right up the top because his daughter- lived
about halfway up that street, so he would have to go up
way past her house, obviously, so it would be up near
the top of _at the roundabout, just
somewhere around there, and he would sit in the car and
wait for me coming up.

How long after you started living with did
this sort of thing start happening, that you would meet
him?

Well, it started when he come up to my room one day and
kissed me on the forehead when I was sleeping, and

I mentioned it at the table the next morning, that I'd

never had anything like that. My dad wasn't one for
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A. My Eriend-did. My best friend that I was talking
about there? Yeah. Yeah, she had a boyfriend.

LADY SMITH: Did it make you feel flattered and reassured
that you had this older man showing an interest in
you --

A. Mm-hmm.

LADY SMITH: -- telling you that he loved you and kissing
you?
A. (Witness nods)

I mean, not just that. This might sound stupid, but
he was also doing things like buying me packets of
cigarettes. He wouldn't tellf I truanted the
school and things like that.

LADY SMITH: He was being good to you?
A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Made you feel good?

A. Mm-hmm.

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.

MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.

You mentioned there in your evidence that sometimes

you were playing truant from school.
A. Yeah.
Q. Why did you start doing that?
A. Just because people were saying things at school and

I just couldn't deal with it, because I knew inside what
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was going on and I was starting to feel like ... a dirty
old man. Kind of that's what it was starting to feel
like. But then he was convincing me at the other end

that what we had was true love and he was going to leave

and we were going to get married and all this

sort of stuff. I don't ken if he believed that, I dinna
ken to this day if he was actually sexually abusing me
or if he was ... I dinna ken if he was doing that for
the gratification or if he really did love me.
I just ... I dinna ken and I didna ken.
Okay.

When you were not going to school, playing truant,
where would you go?
Sometimes I'd go to the dam, sometimes I'd meet up with
him. Just anywhere. Anywhere where somebody at the
school couldn't see you.
How would he know if you weren't at school?
Well, he'd get a phone call from the school saying
that --
Would he come and look for you?
Well, no, he'd be there -- he'd ken. He'd ken I'd be
there to get picked back up to go with him. I knew
I wasn't going to get in trouble, so ...
You say as you just mentioned that he knew about these

things so he might get the phone call and he might know
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that you were off school?

(Witness nods)

But he didn't tell |NNEEEGE

No. I probably would have got grounded and then

I wouldn't have been able to go to his work with him.
Okay. If we just move on, please, to page 21. At
paragraph 105 you talk about your birthday and

Christmas --

Yeah.

-— and you talk about Mr Forbes buying you an underwear
set.

Mm, gquite a -- one that you would get for maybe somebody
in their 20s or something, ken. It was all lacy and —--
lacy see-through pants and that. It wasn't like what
you would buy a 13-year-old, kind of like a crop top and
a pair of normal -- these were something that I would

definitely not let a 13-year-old lassie wear.

LADY SMITH: 'Susan', you might say a 50-year-old man

wouldn't buy underwear for a 13-year-old girl at all,
whatever the underwear was like.

Yeah, but that was a Christmas present and I opened that
in front of his wife, I opened that in front of
everybody, so why did she think that was all right?

I didn't even have a chest at that time. Hadn't started

developing at that time, so ...
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Then he told you afterwards that the reason he toock them
was because he could see through to your underwear?
Well, I don't know whether that's the reason why he took
them, but he took the photographs and then told me that,
"Ken, you look sexy, you can see your sexy underwear
under", that kind of thing, that kind of thing.

At paragraph 108 you say that you can't remember anyone
visiting you when you were athouse?

No, I can't. I used to see my social worker Dave Deaton

mostly at the school.

Okay.
I would see him mostly there. I can't really remember
him -- he picked me up a couple of times from the

-that I could remember, but I can't really

remember him coming up to other than the

time that I had absconded, the couple of times that

I had absconded from there, he obviously had to come out
and see me.

If we go to the top of page 22, paragraph 110, you talk,
as you've already mentioned, about your view of the
social worker. You were apprehensive telling him
because you thought he would tell your dad?

Mm, and I'd get a battering for it the minute he left.
Did you feel that -- you know, as you said you started

feeling that what was going on with Mr Forbes wasn't

97















10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Witness nods)

That was how it developed --

(Witness nods)

-— from this initial sort of kissing and things you said
in the car —--

Mm—hmm.

-- and that's what it developed to. Is that right?
Yeah. There's -- I'm not too sure if it happened after
or before, but there was an incident as well in his room
where he pulled out a box and it had all sorts of sex
toys in it as well.

Did he want you to use them?

Aye -- well, I can't remember what the circumstances
were, if he wanted me to use them or he was just showing
me that that's what him and do kind of thing.

I can't remember. But I remember him showing me a bit
of polystyrene with a condom over it, but I never =--

I never let him put it anywhere near me.

No, okay. At paragraph 120 you say that had
no suspicions as far as you were aware?

No she -- as far as I was aware, she never ever -- no.
She couldn't have had because when it come out in the
end, I mean she was absolutely furious. So I think if
she'd known before then she would have -- she would have

said something.
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a holiday to Spain, is that right?
Yeah.
You went there with , the daughter that you've

mentioned, maybe?

- yeah, and her kids and her husband.

Okay. And you say that you and were in one

hotel and --

We were in the Oasis Sahara and they were in the -- we
were in the Oasis Sahara and they were in the Oasis
Hawaii, they were like brother and sister hotels, but
they were just literally across the road from each
other. I don't know why that happened, why they were
not in the same hotel as us, but they were in the --
two-minute walk.

Were you all in one room together --

Yes.

-— or did you have an adjoining room?

There was a living room with a bed in it and then there
was a separate room with a double bed in it. So they
slept in the separate room and I slept on the bed

that -- the couch that pulled into a bed in the sitting
room, and there was a wee kitchen.

Ckay.

It was like an apartment kind of thing.

You say that left the hotel room --
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handles off the inside of the door, she opened the
fridge and made me lie on a tiled floor in front of the
fridge for a day and a half until two social workers
flew to Spain to get me and I was still lying there when
they talked in.

And --

She told me if it wasn't for her having two daughters
she would kill me and do a life sentence. She came
right in my face and said that. And I was getting the
blame.

Okay. And then you -- who was this that put you into

this room? Was i.t

Mm~-hmm.

Then two social workers arrived and I think one of them
was Mr Deaton --

Dave Deaton and Kate Cameron, she was the head of social
work at the time, a blonde-haired lady, about my height.
Did you go back with them to Scotland?

Yes. Yeah, we got a flight within a couple of hours,

I think. I think it was two different flights we had to
get back.

Then what happened when you got back to Scotland?

An emergency panel and with the- almost
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instantly.
Ckay. Were the -foster carers?
Yeah.

If we just go over the page to page 25, you say at
paragraph 126 that the child protection unit was
involved?

Yes.

And you think that the police spoke to you straight
away?

Yeah. I was interviewed straight away, but at that
point I was still protecting Mr Forbes, so I only really

told them what they knew from what had seen, what

had been said and -- et cetera.

Okay. So you were interviewed as soon as you got back.
Were you interviewed again, can you remember?

Not that I remember. I was given a -- a counsellor to
speak to. I think what they were trying to do, what

I think, anyway, was to get a statement, to get me to
talk to the counsellor so they could get information
that way, but she was -- she had a really thick French
accent and I couldn't understand and so she got me
crayons and a bit of paper and asked me to draw what had
happened to me. And I just -- I just couldn't deal so
I just said I wanted to go home and then that was it.

You remember having sessions with somebody you thought
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A.

Q.

A.

Just because I mean when kids are young they can fill in
gaps and maybe over-exaggerate things, but I always find
that there's always just that wee bit of truth in there.
Something going on. I just feel that kids -- I feel
that parents are listened to more than -- more than kids
and I think you should always listen to what the kids
have got to say.
You talk about that in the next sentence, where you say
kids should always be listened to over adults because
adults are good manipulators and liars.
Yes, very much so. My dad used to -- kind of used to --
when I got a battering, "I'll just tell them you fell".
He knew Pat Callander, I don't know how he knew her, but
he knew her from before they were on panels, or that's
what he used to tell me, "I ken Pat and she'll not
believe that I've battered you", so I think definitely
kids should be listened to.
Okay.

You talk at paragraph 195 about there maybe being
patterns in your behaviour, like running away or missing

school like you've described when you were at the

PF - GKN

Yeah.
-- that you started truanting but nobody was asking.

Nobody was asking why all that. They Jjust thought
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recuperation planned for the rest of today.

A. We're going to go to the Fringe.

LADY SMITH: I hope you go to something that makes you
laugh, that's what you need.

A. Yeah, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. I'm able to let you go.

A. Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: Foster families were mentioned there who are
entirely covered by my general restriction order, that's

my general restriction offered as well, but only
That's all we have now, I think, for the morning, so
if we take the lunch break and sit again around
2 o'clock, would that work?
MS INNES: Yes, around 2 o'clock, my Lady, thank you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
(1.10 pm)
(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.
Ms Rattray.
MS RATTRAY: My Lady, this afternocon we have a read-in and
that is a statement of an applicant who wishes to remain

anonymous and has chosen the pseudonym 'Anne'.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.
'Anne' (read)
MS RATTRAY: Her statement is at WIT-1-000000811.
'Anne' was in the care of Lothian Regional Council.
She was in two foster placements.

The first was with [SaliEsas fi

Clarkston in Glasgow from -1980 until

Ayr from- 1982 to [ 10¢¢-

'Anne' also recalls shorter periods being in more
foster placements. The records indicated that they may
have been trial foster placements or placements with
foster befrienders rather than longer-term foster
placements.

The foster carers for the two placements that I've
referred to were sourced from Barnardo's New Families
Project and the successor authority is the City of
Edinburgh Council.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS RATTRAY: "My name is 'Anne'. I was born in 1969. My
contact details are known to the Inquiry.

I have no memories of my life before I went into
care. I know now that my parents were drug abusers. My

dad was a well-known drug dealer and he murdered someone
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Their last name was |SElAR=ER She was Polish, in
her 30s and had long blonde hair. I know she had
plastic surgery on her chest at some point and had
another operation but I can't remember what it was.

I can't remember her first name but I think it started
with the letteris name was orand was
around the same age as her and he was a taxi driver.

I called them mum and dad. I hated calling them this
because I always thought my mum and dad would come back
at some point to get me. I told them I didn't want to
call them mum and dad but she just battered me.

It was a house and not a flat. I had my own room
which was right next door to their bedroom.

When I got up I would have my breakfast then get
ready for school. I would walk to the bus stop and go
to school. When I got home from school I would have my
tea.

Some of the food I was given was completely new to
me. It was Polish food and sometimes I didn't like it.
If I couldn't eat it, I would get it reserved to me at
the next meal. If I didn't eat it then I got it again
at the next meal. This happened until the food was
going off. I didn't get anything else to eat. One time
there was a cow's tongue on the worktop waiting to be

cooked. That put me off meat for life.
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usually with her hand and she would hit me anywhere she
could reach. He was a very placid man and was never
violent to me.

I was supposed to polish my shoes but apparently
I couldn't do it properly one day. Because of that they
made me wear two different shoes. I missed the bus that
day because I was running late and I had to walk about
six miles to get to school. The teachers noticed and
asked me why I was wearing odd shoes so I told them.

I don't know if they did anything about it. I took my
shoes off at school and walked about in my bare feet.

It wasn't all bad with the foster carers in East
Kilbride. I had some good times but what she did to me
definitely wasn't right.

I never told anyone about the abuse with these
foster carers. I thought what she did to me must have
been normal behaviour because I didn't know any better.

I was an angry child when I was at East Kilbride.
They couldn't cope with my outbursts. I think I was
their first foster child and they didn't know how to
deal with me. I was 13, very nearly 14 when I left.

I went from there to live with the in Ayr. I'm

not sure why my time came to an end at East Kilbride.
I suspect the couple were heading for a divorce so I was

very quickly removed.
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I don't remember having met the before, but
it is possibly that I had. My first recollection of
them was within their house in Ayr. The aim of me going
to live with them was that it would be long term and
I would be adopted by them. I was told this by the
family and the social worker about two months after

I had been living with them.

The foster parents were |SEMSSs
She was a music teacher and he had

something to do with typing. They both worked at
a school. They had their own son and three other
adopted children, a daughter and two sons. The daughter
was a month younger than me. Two of the sons were a few
years younger than me and were still at primary school.
The other son may have been about a year older than me.
Thehad two dogs. One was a white Scottie
dog and the other was a brown long-haired Irish setter.
The house was a detached house with a big garden.
It had two reception rooms, one on either side of the
front door. One had a television and was the lounge.
The other had a piano. There were two bedrooms
downstairs and three upstairs. I was in a small attic
room. The older son was in a room on one side of me and
the were in a room on the other side. The

daughter had one of the rooms downstairs. The younger
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sons shared the other room. Also downstairs was the
kitchen, bathroom and a toilet under the stairs.

I started using the namealmost as soon as
I arrived there. I am not aware of them pressuring me
into using it. I think I just did it automatically
because I did it with the foster parents before them.
For me it was probably just to feel like part of the
family. I used the nameat school. I don't
think I liked usingat first but eventually
I gave in. My name wasn't changed legally.

I don't really remember my journey to the
and my first memory is getting introduced to the family
and some of their friends.

Usually I would get woken up about 8 am unless we
were going to church and it would be earlier. I got
dressed, went down for breakfast then got ready for
school.

Breakfast was served to us in the dining room and
I had lunch at school. Food in general was okay. There
was one time early on when I was hungry so I went to the
kitchen and took a biscuit. This was what I did where
I had been previously. [Si4 wasn't happy with me
and she shouted at me for doing it. She said what I had
done was stealing. I didn't understand how it could be

called stealing but she told me it was being selfish and
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that in future I had to ask.

I was able to bath more or less when I wanted.

There was a lock on the door so I was on my own and got
privacy.

When I needed new clothes they took me to the shops
and I was allowed to choose what they bought for me. At
other times they would just buy clothes for me. I was
never given hand-me-down clothes. I had a school
uniform too which they got for me.

After I had done my homework I would sit and watch
TV or go to my room. I was allowed to go out and play
with a couple of girls who lived at the end of the road.
The generally knew where I was as they always
wanted to know where I was going or what I wanted to do.
I had to be home by 9 o'clock but this was a problem for
me as I couldn't tell the time. I had to judge it by
how dark it was. Mrs tried to teach me how to
tell the time but I just got really confused. Often
they had to come out looking for me because I was late.
They bought me a watch but that was a waste because
I couldn't tell the time.

I had to keep my bedroom tidy and had to take my
washing downstairs when it needed done. This was all
new to me as it had all been done for me before.

Birthdays and Christmas was good because I had lots
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of presents. Often it would be new clothes. I wasn't
deprived or forced to go out wearing second-hand or
ill-fitting clothes. I was happy with the clothes

I wore. Once they bought me a jacket which I didn't
like. I just didn't wear it.

Towards its end of my time there I started wetting
the bed. I tried to hide it but when they found out
I had they battered me with a belt.

I had a female social worker when I was in Ayr. She
visited me regularly and we spoke alone, away from
everyone else. She explained to me why my behaviour was
wrong. My brother visited me once. The and the
social work arranged that. I think they were supposed
to make sure we had regular contact but that never
happened. Our behaviour was so bad when we were
together that we didn't get to see each other more
often. I am not sure if this was the decision
or the social worker's.

Initially the whole family were nice to me and
I thought it was going to be good living there. After
a short while it changed and I didn't get on
particularly well with the other children. It is
recorded in my notes about incidents between the
daughter and myself where apparently I didn't handle

myself the way that I should have.
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I had previously been at a special school and when
I moved to Ayr I started at primary school, which was
a mainstream school. I was held back for a few years
because I was not at the same level as everyone else.

I didn't move up to high school until I was 16. Being
in mainstream school was a real shock to me. I was in
a class of children who could all read and write.

I found it very difficult but I didn't get any support.
The school probably sat down and tried to teach me how
to read and write but I think by that stage I was too
far gone and wasn't interested in learning.

In class the teachers would get the pupils to stand
up and read out things. I couldn't and the other
children were really horrible to me about it. Some of
them were quite evil especially when they found out
I had a weakness. I got bullied by them. When the
teachers saw that I couldn't read they didn't make me do
it again. It wasn't that I didn't want to, I just
couldn't. This made me feel really out of place at
school. After that they gave me other stuff to do at
home to try and help me. It was probably aimed at
children of primary school age but it didn't help me.

When I was at primary school the school day finished
at 3 pm. At high school it was 4.30 pm. We either

waited for one of the |SalSSuSl+ - finish work at school
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then went home with them or just came home ourselves.
We could have got the bus but usually just chose to

walk.

The [Eaki=sr4

were Catholic and they were keen for me
to become a Catholic too. They said it wouldn't be
right if everyone else in the house was a Catholic and
I wasn't. I regularly went to church with them and

I decided it would be a good idea. I had been there
about a year by this point and I was still 13. I was
baptised in the church and had a small party. All of
this made me feel like I was part of the family so it
was a good feeling. By that time I had asked the

if I could call them mum and dad. All the other
children already called them that.

Their idea of punishing me if I was late home or had
done something was to belt me. It was like one of these
straps used to sharpen old open razors. It was split at
one end. At the other end was a hole where it could be
hung up. Both of them would hit me with it at different
times across my bare backside.

I ran away once from the house. That was
after a time I had been sexually abused. I didn't get
very far because I didn't know how to get out of Ayr.

It was around midnight that the male social worker

caught me and took me back. On the way back he told me
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that I shouldn't have done it and that the were
worried about me and had contacted the police. They
might have asked me why I was running away but I never
said anything.

The couldn't understand why I couldn't read.
They said they taught their son to read. If I couldn't
read something or if I spelt a word wrong they would
skelp me on the back of my head with their open hand.
Both of thedid this. They often told me I was
stupid and other names. Because of this I couldn't
concentrate on learning to read because I was frightened
I was going to get hit. They didn't sit down with me
and try to teach me, they just expected that I could
read. It felt like I got hit every night by one or both
of them.

My first memory of being hit with the belt was
horrific. I can't remember what I had done to deserve
it but I was marched upstairs to their room. ©One of
them opened the wardrobe and took the belt out. They
were both there and I can't remember who did what.

I was whacked with this belt I am not sure how many
times then I was sent to my room. I had red welts
across my legs.

I got belted for silly things. Sometimes it was if

one of the other children said I had done something.
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The other children were treated like their own children.
I wasn't. Thebelieved anything the other
children said and didn't believe me. If I was bad or
had a tantrum I got belted and it always happened in
their bedroom.

At some point thewere going to Lourdes. My
real dad, who apparently still had a say in what was
happening to me, refused to allow me to go. This meant
I was sent to temporary foster carers in Lanark for
about a month. The social worker arranged this.

I can't remember much about this couple other than they
were quite an artistic couple and did different arts and
crafts. He was a prison officer. They had two of their
own sons. When I was with them I met another couple of
older girls and through them I got introduced to

a couple of boys and I ended up having sex with these
boys. I was still only 13. They were found out and
were charged with having underage sex with me. They
were quite a bit older than me. There was nothing else
that happened when I was with these temporary foster
parents which could be classed as abuse.

When I had been back at thefor a while

after being with these temporary foster carers,

Mrtook me shopping with him. There was

a routine that on a Friday one of the children would
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help either Mr or Mrs shopping. It was my turn
so I went with Mr in the car. We were driving
along and all of a sudden he pulled into a car park. He
said to me that he wanted a bit of what the boys had
when I had been with the temporary foster carers.

I knew straight away he wanted sex. Not long after that
Mrsfell outside the church and was admitted to
hospital with a broken back. She was in hospital for
weeks. Mr regularly had sex with me when she was
in hospital. I was probably 15 by that time. He was
nearly 50.

When she came out of hospital there was a strange
atmosphere in the house. I even spoke to Mr and
asked him what would happen if I told anyone about what
he was doing to me. He just said that nobody would
believe me as he was an upstanding member of the
community. The sexual abuse by Mr continued.
Apparently I had athletes foot and he used to take me
into the bathroom to wash my feet in their bidet.

I think he would lock the bathroom door, then when we
were in there he would have his hands up my shirt and

down my pants.

Mrs was nice to begin with but she changed.
For a while I had spots on my chin. Mrs [EaA took

great joy in scrubbing my chin with a scrubbing brush.
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It was really sore and my chin ended up red raw. I had
to go to school looking like that.

The took great joy in telling me when my dad
died. I was mucking about on the piano in the house
when they both came into the room. I'm not sure which
one said it but it was something like, 'Oh by the way
your dad's dead', that was all they said. They didn't
try and comfort me or explain anything to me. I was
shocked. My social worker told me again, in a more
compassionate way, that he had died.

When my brother visited me I'm not sure what we did
but I remember having a food carry out. He was allowed
to stay the night and we slept in the dining room
together on a mattress. We were allowed to sleep side
by side probably because they knew we were brother and
sister and thought there was no issue with this. He
forced himself upon me that night and we had sex.

One of the younger sons got the belt a couple of
times but I don't remember any of the others getting
hit. Mrs |Sa told me that they taught him to read by
slapping his head but I never saw that. Another son was
heading for the priesthood and one time he hadn't
learned something he should have. They punished him by
making him kneel in the garden and put his arms out in

the crucifix position. He had to stay like that for
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hours.

Thedefinitely treated the other children
better than me. They tried to integrate me with the
other children but in many ways I felt different. Even
the other children teased me about not being their
sister. I tried to get on with the daughter but we just
didn't have a connection. One of the sons once told me
that I didn't deserve to call them mum and dad. There
wasn't any physical abuse from the other children but
I felt like an outsider in that house because I hadn't
been adopted. I don't recall thesaying
anything in particular to make me feel I wasn't part of
the family.

There was one time the PE teacher at school asked me
about the marks on my legs. They were welts from where
I had been hit with the belt. I just told her that
I fell and that was the end of the matter. I can't
remember if thehad told me not to say anything
to anybody. I didn't say anything because I was
petrified that if I said anything I would get taken away
again.

Although the female social worker visited me
regularly and we had one-to-one time I didn't feel that
I could trust her enough to tell her anything. I never

told her or anybody else about the time my brother
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forced himself upon me.

I left thewhen I was 16. The social worker
came and had a chat with me and told me it was time for
me to leave. I think I had told them a few times that
I wanted to leave. I had also started wetting the bed
by then and I was trying to hide it. I think my
behaviour deteriorated. At this meeting I was told that
I was going to a temporary foster family as a stopover.
I was there a further two weeks until I moved. I was
quite happy to be leaving the The social
worker came and picked me up and we had conversations
about what was going to happen after this temporary move
and how long it would take. I was told it could take
a couple of months to find someone who wanted to take
me.

I was with this family for a very short period,
possibly a month, until they found somewhere else
permanent for me to go to. I can't remember their
names. They were a nice family and there was no abuse.
They had another fostered girl who was around the same
age as me. I shared a room with her which had bunk
beds. I had never seen bunk beds before. We got on
quite well. I didn't go to school as I had chosen to
leave by then. I was given a lot of freedom in this

house but I don't really think my behaviour improved
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much when I was there. They were nice, genuine, honest
people and I got on well with them.

I was taken to Pilton social work department in
Edinburgh where I met -and_ As soon
as I saw them I knew that I liked them and we got on
like a house on fire. I met them one other time in
North Berwick. When I was there I wvisited Glasclune but
there was nothing left of the building. I was excited
about seeing it and was disappointed that it had gone.
I had a feeling that North Berwick was my home.

I was asked by the social worker how I felt about

going to live with the _and of course I said

ves. Anywhere would have been better than going back to
thein Ayr.

The social worker, who may have been called
Margaret, took me from South Queensferry te North
Berwick. At some point she left and a man took over as
my social worker.

The couple I moved in with were-and
_ They already had two boys living with
them. One was their own son and the other was fostered.
Their son was a bit older than me, maybe 17. The foster
boy was around the same age as me. They also had
a girl. She'd been fostered but was back living with

them. She was in her 20s and I shared a bedroom with

l4e
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Now to paragraph 189 on page 44:

"I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."

And 'Anne' signed her statement on
16 September 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: My Lady, that concludes the read-ins and
evidence for today.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

I'll rise now until tomorrow morning and then we'll

resume with oral evidence, I think?

MS RATTRAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Oral evidence at 10 o'clock. We have hopefully
three oral witnesses planned for tomorrow?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Very well.

Just before I leave for the day, we've mentioned the
theand the_ and their
identities are all protected by my general restriction
order, so they can't be revealed outside this room.

Thank you very much for that and until tomorrow
morning.

(2.55 pm)
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