


would have approved of our doing so.
Now we return to some oral evidence to start the
day, I think. Is that right, Ms Innes?
MS INNES: That's correct, my Lady.
The first witness wishes to remain anonymous and has

chosen the pseudonym 'Sophia'. 'Sophia' was in the care
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of Glasgow Corporation and she was in a number of
different placements, which I'll outline.
She was boarded out with a Mrs [ in Glasgow

between [ 1958 anc I 195¢.

She then went to Clyde Cottage until she was boarded

out with a Mrsin Renfrewshire on- 1961.

EZW

Mrs moved to Ayrshire during the time that 'Sophia'

lived with her.

On _ 1963, 'sSophia' returned to the care
of her mother. Her mother died on _ 1964.

After that, on _ 1964, she was boarded
out with her aunt, Mrs in Glasgow. Mrs

then moved later to East Kilbride.
on I 166, 'Sophia' moved back to Mrs in
Ayrshire, where she remained until _ 1968.

From that date she lived with a - and

_ in Beith until - 1968, which as she

describes in her statement was when she ran away from

there. That placement is described in the records as
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lodgings rather than foster care. However, 'Sophia' was
15 at the time and still under the care of the Local
Authority.

'Sophia' then lived with Mrs again between
_ 1968 and - 1969. Again the placement is
described as lodgings and 'Sophia' was 16 at that time.

After having a baby, 'Sophia' returned to
Mrs home in [ 1°6° and was living there
when she turned 18 in- 1970.

Glasgow City Council is the relevant responsible
authority.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

'Sophia' (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: 'Sophia', a couple of things to say before we
start your evidence. First, could I ask you to try to
keep in a good position for the microphone. It's
important that we hear you through the sound system.

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Then you'll see there's a red folder on the
desk there. That has your statement in it. You'll be
taken to that in a moment. But we'll also put it up on
the screen in front of you. You might find that
helpful.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: We'll go to the various parts of it that we
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paragraph 38 on page 10 that you met a family called the

A. What page is that?

Q. Page 10, paragraph 38.

A. Yes.

Q. You tell us there that came for the day and
took you out. Before you went out with them, did you
have any concept of why you were going out with them?

A. No. The matron just said that there was a family who
would like to take me out for the day.

Q. Okay. Do you have any memories of that first wisit?

A. Yeah, it was lovely. They took me -- well, I'd been
obviously there before, down to the beach and there was
a little paddling pool there. And we got ice cream and
I remember it being a nice day.

Q. Okay. Did they have children,

A. They had two boys, yes. One was ... a baby. Well,
about a year old. And the other one was about --

I think he was about seven, seven and a half.

Q. Okay.

LADY SMITH: 'Sophia', you'd have been about six at that
time, would you?

A. No. I was eight.

ZW-SPO
LADY SMITH: You were eight when you went to

A. Eight and a half, I think. I'm not going by the

11
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records, I'm going by what I remember.

LADY SMITH: That's fine. Yes, I see.

MS INNES: Yes, I think you were in Clyde Cottage for maybe

A.

A.

about two years before you went to live with EZW-SPO :

Yeah.
Okay. If we move on, please, to page 11 and
paragraph 43, you tell us there about leaving Clyde

Cottage and you say that you were called into the office

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

SRl -1 asked you if you wanted to go and live with

EZW-SPO |}

Yes.

What do you remember about that? How did you feel about
moving?

Yeah, I was guite keen to do that, yeah. Quite happy.
Okay. You say again that the green car arrived with the
lady from the welfare.

Yeah.

Was this the same person that you'd seen before?

I don't remember. I just remember going over on the

=
S%]
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A.

ferry with a lady in a uniform.

You say that you were told again that you were going to
get a new mum and a new dad?

Why yes.

How did you feel about that at the time, can you

remember?

I think I was quite happy to go Secondary Institutions - to be publis|

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Mm-hmm. Okay. You tell us about |[SALESIEe at

paragraph 44, so you say that they were quite young at

the time. Mrs|ZAM was about 28 and her husband was

about 29 when you first went there. You mention the two
children that you've told us about. And initially

I think you lived somewhere and then you moved to Beith?
We lived in -, which was away in the middle of
nowhere, but we went to the village school _n-
and then we moved to -- I liked it there, and then we
moved to Beith.

At paragraph 45 you describe what it was like living
with in terms of what their house was like.

It was a bungalow and had lots of land round it because
my foster father had a business. He had lorries that

took animals to market from farms and he had people

13
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working for him and my foster mum, she -- there was
a_and she tended to that and she took
phone calls for the business.

Did that carry on when they moved to Beith or were they
doing something different when they moved there?

No, sold the house and land to a friend but my foster
dad continued to use the big barn for housing his
lorries.

Okay. Then as you say you moved into Beith and what was
the house like there?

That was a lovely house. It was a villa with a lovely
garden and plenty of room. We all had a room each.

And did you -- sorry?

And a spare room.

Did you have to move school when you moved from_
to Beith?

Yes.

How had you been getting on at the school at-?

I quite liked that school. It was a small school with
mixed ages in each class. There was only about 40 kids.
I went to Beith Academy Primary and that was a good
school too and I made friends.

Okay. If we go on over the page you talk about some of

ES)

the routine at |G& and at paragraph 49 at the

bottom of page 12 you tell us that you have a photograph

14
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of you, yourself on your ninth birthday. I think you
say that other than one photo that you have from your
sister, that photo is the first photo that you have of
yourself as a child?

Yes.

You tell us in this paragraph that Mrs I think,
had a number of photographs that she shared with you
perhaps when you were older?

Yes.

Is that right? Okay. You say that in the photo when
you were nine you look happy in the photo and you were
happy?

Yes.

[FATEL)

How did you feel about living at
I was really happy there.

If we go on over the page to the top of page 13 at
paragraph 50 you say that you understand that they had
fostered before but not long term.

Yes.

Did they have any other foster children coming to

live —-

Not while I was there, no. That was -- it was previous
to me.

Okay. You say at this paragraph that you called them by

their first names?

15
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Yes.

Did you always do that for the whole time that you lived
with them?

Yes.

Were they happy with that or did they want you to call
them something else?

No, they didn't say anything --

Ckay.

-— about it, no. The reason I didn't call them mum and
dad was because I'd been told to call someocne else mum
and dad and look what happened.

Okay. You talk about your relationship with the family
at paragraph 51 you say that you loved it there, that
yvou loved the boy I think who was closest in age to you,
you got on really well with him?

ves, .

Then there was the younger boy, who was obviously quite

a bit younger than you at the time?

e

V=S

Okay. At paragraph 52 you tell us that [a

treated you the same as their own children?

They did, yes.

So you didn't feel that there was any difference
between --

None at all.

16
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-- you and the boys, okay. What would happen if you
misbehaved or were naughty at How would
they deal with that?

Well, you got reprimanded but that was it. So did-
Okay.

Nothing physical, no

Ckay.

t EZW-SPO

At paragraph 53 you tell us that you lef
How were you told that you were going to be leaving
them?
My foster mum took me on her knee, which she never
really did because I was quite big by this time, and
said that she had something to tell me, that I was going
to live with my mother. And I said, "Well, I don't have
a mother, my parents are dead", and she said, "No, you
do have a mother and she wants you back", and I said
I didn't want to go because I was happy at school and at
home and she said that I had to go and there was nothing
that she could do to stop and she didn't want me to go
either. But ... she couldn't do anything about it.
As you told us earlier in your evidence you'd been told
before you went to the first foster home that your
mother and father were dead and from what you're saying,

this is the first time that somebody told you that your

L%
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mother was actually alive?

A. Yes.

Q. And you also say that you were being told that you would
have to go and live with her. Can you remember a social
worker coming and talking to you about that?

A. No.

EZW

Q. Just remember Mrs telling you?

A. Yeah. That she'd obviously been or had a phone call,
I don't know.

LADY SMITH: How old were you then, 'Sophia'?

A. I think I was just before I was 11l.

LADY SMITH: We're talking about 1963, some time around
then?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: There had been no attempt, for example, to
introduce you to your mother by means of visit or
contact?

A. No, never, no.

LADY SMITH: The very first you knew was being told you were
going to live with her?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Is that right? Did you have any picture in
your head of what your mother looked like?

A. None at all.

LADY SMITH: Or what sort of place she lived in?

18
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A.

None.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: If we go on over the page, please, at

paragraph 54 you talk about the man and the woman in the
green car coming back. Before the car came back, can
you remember if you had any visit with your mother at

all or is your recollection that you just went straight

from EALESIES

to live with your mother?

Yes. Straight there.

Straight there?

Yeah.

As you'wve already said, you told your foster mum that
you didn't want to go back but she said she had no
choice?

Yes.

Okay. At paragraph 55 you say that apparently your mum
had tried to get you back before?

Well, I didn't know that then, but my sister told me
that she had.

Okay.

When I was in my 30s --

Right.

-- she told me that.

At paragraph 56 you tell us that your mother was living

in the Gorbals in Glasgow at the time?

19
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A.

I am.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes, when you're ready.

MS INNES:

Thank you, my Lady.

If we can go to page 15 and paragraph 59 of your

statement, you are dealing there with the time after

your mum died. Where did you go to live after your mum

died?

Well, my sister took me to my mother's sister.

Mrs

GAO

, yeah.

Was she somebody that you knew?

Well,

I had met her once or twice with my mother up at

my grandmother's.

Okay.

And who else lived with Mrs

Her husband and four children.

Four of their own children?

Yes.

What sort of ages were their children?

The oldest was 14, 12, 4 and 5 -- 4 and 3.

Okay.

You tell us at paragraph 59 that it was

a two-bedroomed flat they were living in?

Yes.

Where did you sleep?

In a big bed in a recess.

Ckay.

Was that in a recess off a living room?

22
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other families.

Ckay.

On that landing. It was the top floor too. It was
pretty dangerous because there was a big well in the
middle you could have gone down. You know, a big
stairwell.

Right, I see.

Not a water well, a stairwell.

Yes. You say there that you don't know what the welfare
was doing letting somebody go to stay there. Can you
remember a social worker talking to you about going to

live with Casaead

Only she asked me in front of them would I like to stay
with them and I couldn't say anything else, had to say
yes, but I really wanted to be with my foster parents.
oxay, |

Yes.

Okay. Was this after you had already gone to stay with
them that the social worker came to see you?

No, it was after my mum died, my sister took me over
there and I was there I think a few days when this woman
came from the welfare department and she said that my --
would I like to stay there and my aunt and uncle said
they would be willing to have me stay with them. Didn't

have any choice really, did I? I didn't get to speak

24
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Yes.
What then happened when you came home from school? What
sort of things did you have to do?
Well, when we lived in Glasgow when we came home from
school, my cousin who was a year -- six months younger,
we had to go to Dennistoun to pick up her younger
brother and sister who were at nursery, an aunt there
picked them up from nursery and we had to bring them
back home on the bus. Set the fire and the table and do
the housework and look after these two children. And we
were only 11.
Okay. And you talk about there being a shop at the
bottom of the stair. Did you have to go there to get
supplies?
Yeah, I remember going there to get bread and milk.
Then I think at paragraph 66 you tell us about the visit
that you can remember of the social worker coming to see
you and you've already told us about that.

If we can move on over the page to page 17 and

paragraph 67, you say that you know that [Gaeg=ay got

paid for having you?

Yes.

How do you know that?

Because when she took me in to the welfare department to

get clothes and she introduced me to people as her

27
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later on as well when you were older.

Yes.

Was there anybody that you felt that you could tell
about what was going on?

Well, I didn't know anything about things like that.
Well, I didn't understand. And I just used to do that
(gestures) .

Just to try and push him away?

Yeah.

Okay. If we go on to page 18 and paragraph 72, you say
there that you told him that you were going to tell your
aunt. What was happening, so at paragraph 72.

Oh yeah.

What was his reaction to that?

He said no one would believe me. And that I would cause
trouble. I was a trouble-maker.

And did that affect you thinking that you were going to
tell your aunt about it or not? Did that influence you?
He said that I would go back into care.

I see. You say that you didn't see a social worker so
you couldn't tell them and you say that you weren't able

EZW-SPO . .
to tell _untll after you'd run away. So at

this point when you were living with [SlaSa=rAl did you

have any contact with

Yes, I did. I think I went for a weekend once.

30
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Okay. And I think you're saying there that you weren't

able to tell them during the time that you were living

with A

and you were too embarrassed, you
didn't know how to put it into words?

I didn't understand it.

Yeah.

I knew it wasn't right and I didn't like it.

Okay. Then there came a point that you left [Caeg=ay

at that stage and how did it come about that you left
them?

Well, I didn't get any clothes out of shops so by this
time I was 13 and my cousin who was the same age as me
was getting clothes from shops, she got fashionable
clothes, and I wanted a pair of blue jeans and my older
cousin, who was working, gave me the money -- it was 17
and 6 -- to buy the jeans. But my cousin, the younger
one, told her mum and the mum came up and battered me
and took the money off me and said, "Don't you take
money from her, she's got to work all week for that".
Okay. When you say that she battered you, what did she
do?

She slapped and punched me. Pulled my hair.

Is that something that had happened before or not?
Yeah. Just once before.

Ckay.
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A.

I went on a cruise with -- the welfare department
arranged it and me and my friends that I just met on the
cruise, we were late coming back for the ship, a couple
hours, because we were allowed to roam about on our own
in Madeira. And we held up the ship and she must have
got to know about it and she battered me for that.

You tell us that after this incident that you're
describing at paragraph 73 that you ran away at that
point and where did you go?

Got a bus into Glasgow and then into Beith to my foster
parents.

What was the reaction of [SAILSI4E

to you?

Well, they were shocked. Because I had two friends with
me.

Okay. And what did they do? Did they contact anyone?
Well, they contacted the friends' parents, who came and
picked them up the next day. And they contacted --
well, they must have contacted the social work
department or the welfare.

Okay.

And I was allowed to stay.

Okay. And if we go on over the page to page 19 and
paragraph 75, you say that you can remember somebody
coming from the welfare department and asking you if you

E7Z\W.

wanted to stay with |

SPO
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Yes.

Can you remember them exploring with you why you had

I told them about my aunt hitting me and I didn't like
my -- her partner.
Were you -—-
And I didn't like my cousin -, because she was
a bully.
Were you able to tell them what was happening with your
uncle?
I told them that he was throwing us out and calling me
names.
Okay. What was their reaction to that, can you
remember?
Don't know, she was writing in a book. (Witness shakes
head)

Just asking me qguestions and she was writing it all
down.
You mentioned about your uncle telling the social worker
that your uncle was calling you names and throwing you
out and suchlike. Were you able to tell the social
worker about him touching you at that point or not?
I can't remember that, because I still didn't know what
he was doing or understand what that was about. I think

at that time I was more annoyed about being hit.
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Then you say that you were able to stay with |[S4lSEe

and you went to Beith Academy?
Yes.
And you passed all your exams and what happened after

that, were you able to stay at school?

No.

Why not?

Because my foster mum -- I don't remember my foster
father ever saying anything about it -- she thought that

it was a waste of time for a girl to stay on for further
education because they just got married and had
children.

Okay. And how did you feel about that at the time?

I was really upset because my best friend was allowed to
go to college.

Was allowed to go to college, okay.

And that's what I wanted to do.

Instead of that did you have to leave school?

Yes. And get a Jjob in _

You tell us about that at paragraph 77.

You say at paragraph 78 that you remember speaking
to a social worker about the job. You told her that you
didn't like it. You did it anyway. You say:

"I had no choice.”

No, I didn't have any choice. And I didn't like it at
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all.
You say at paragraph 78 that you started work in fact
when you were 14, so you were 15 in the following

-, you think.

Yeah. I left school in the end of July and I wasn't 15
cill [

How did you get on withat this point when you
were living with them?

Yeah, I think we got on okay and I remember going on
holiday to Butlins and ... but then I started --

I wanted to go to -- my friends were all geing to

a disco. I wasn't allowed. And so I started sneaking
off to the café to listen to music and drink Coca-Cola
on a Sunday afternocon instead of going to Bible class.
What was reaction to that?

They didn't know.

Okay. Did they ever find out about that or not?

I told them later.

Okay. If we move on, please, to page 20 and

paragraph 80, you talk there about your reflections, you
talk about not being able to stay on at school, and at
paragraph 80 that you were all mixed up because you'd
been back and forward.

Yeah.

Do you think that what had happened in the past, that
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you've already told us about, that you were with the
ZARE®) -nd then moved back to your mum and then moved to

GAO-EZV , do you think that then had an impact on you

when you went back to stay with |SAIESIEE]

A definite impact.

What sort of impact did it have?

Well, when I lived with my mother's sister and family,
we were allowed more freedom. Well, we went swimming,
we had to go and pick up kids from school, from nursery
or whatever. I found my foster mum a wee bit strict.

I still had to be in bed at 9.

Okay.

I just ... it was fine till I left school.

At paragraph 81 you describe that you had an argument
with your foster mum one day and I think in the context
of this argument she slapped you; is that right?

Yes.

Had she hit you before or not?

No.

And how did you react to that at the time?

Well, it was because -- because I was going to the café,
she didn't know that, I wanted to wear a coat that
wasn't too -- not for church. And that was what the
argument was about. When she slapped me, I was really

upset because she'd never done that before.
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Okay. After that happened, did you carry on living with

EZW-SPO or did you leave?

No. No, I went to the café. And my friend -- told my
friends and she said, "Well, that's terrible, they're
not your parents, you can go and live with my aunt and
uncle", so she toock me to her aunt and uncle's.

Okay. And you talk about this couple, I think they're
called [} 2»< Il 2nd I think we know that their
surname is [ so vou went to stay with this couple
who also lived in Beith. Is that right?

Yes.

Okay. Did the social work know that you had moved to
live with them?

Yes.

At page 21, paragraph 83 you say that you can remember
a social worker coming to inspect the house?

Yes.

And they were a couple, they didn't have children of
their own?

No, they didn't have any children.

How did you get on with them?

I got on really well. I went to work. They always had
a nice meal in the evening and -- yeah, they were a nice
couple.

Then at paragraph 84 you tell us that there came a point

37



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

where you left them and how did it come about that you
left their care?

Well, Mrs - told me that her and her husband were
splitting up and that I'd need to go to a hostel in
Glasgow.

How did you feel about that?

Devastated.

What did you do? Did you wait to be taken to the hostel
or not?

No.

Okay. So you tell us I think in this paragraph that you
and your boyfriend decided to run away?

Yeah.

But then ultimately you were taken back to Glasgow

I think first of all to a remand home and then to
Arnprior Hostel?

Yes.

If we move on, please, to page 22 and paragraph 88 you
say that after being at the hostel you got a job as

a mother's help and you lived in?

Yes.

Then you tell us that you went back to live with the

GAQO-EZV aga in?

Yes. Because Giffnock wasn't far from East Kilbride, my

cousin, I was in touch with her and she said to go over
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to my aunt's, she'd like to see me, and she asked me to
go and look after her youngest daughter [Jij while she
went to work. And I did it. Stupidly.

Okay. At this point was living with [eLleE=raY

any
better or worse than it had been before?

I wasn't there that long, because I was still seeing my
boyfriend. We'd meet up in Glasgow at weekends and

I did look after the house and her -- my aunt's
daughter. But my cousin - who was a bit of

a horror, started being horrible again so my boyfriend
suggested that I go and live with his aunt and uncle in
Kilbarchan.

You tell us about that on page 23, paragraph 91 and how
did that work on, staying with your boyfriend's aunt and
uncle?

It was okay at first, but my boyfriend's mum and dad
weren't happy about him seeing me because I was the
wrong colour, but he'd been living with them so they
agreed that if he went back to live back with them, they
wouldn't mind me -- him seeing me.

Okay.

But while I was there, well our plan was stupidly,
because we were so young and we wanted to get married,
which seems stupid now but at the time we were serious.

If I got pregnant we would get a house and, you know, be
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together.

His aunt was lovely but his uncle ... was horrible.
She went to visit her mum with the children one day at
a weekend and my boyfriend had fallen out with me and he
came back and he had been drinking and I came back to my
bedroom and he pushed me into his room and tried to rape
me. I was pregnant at the time. And I had to kick him
off. Punch him. And -- it was horrible.
Did you leave --
The next --

Sorry. Did you leave their house after that?

I had nowhere to go. No, || IIGIGINGEGEGEGEEEE
B intending to kill myself.

And I think you were taken to hospital?

In Johnstone.

After you came out of the hospital, did you go back to
live with your boyfriend's aunt and uncle or did you go
somewhere else?

No, I had to, I had nowhere to go.

Okay.

I had to go back.

Sorry?

I had to go back.

Okay. Then on page 24 at paragraph 93 you tell us that

you were contacted I think by friends of |ZALSIHE

40






10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Okay. You say that you just couldn't do it and did you
move from them?

It wasn't that I just couldn't do it. I didn't want to
give my child up, but I had nowhere to go. And I had
no one to help me.

Okay.

So I agreed to let them adopt her, but then when I came
to sign the papers I couldn't do it.

Okay.

They put me out in the street there and then.

You say that your daughter, I think, was perhaps taken
into care at that point, you had to apply to get her
back?

No, she wasn't taken into care.

Right.

Mr Caldow came along and I went to stay with a friend --
Right.

-- for a week. Mr Caldow came and took me to the
IIIIIII to pick up my daughter.

Okay. So your daughter was still with the_?

Yes. This was the next day or the day after.
Right, I see.

Then on page 25 at paragraph 97 you describe that

you then went back to again?

Yeah, well, I had nowhere to go so Mr Caldow phoned the
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and asked if I could stay there and they said

yes. Because I was still too young to be on my own.
How did you feel about going back to them at that point?
Didn't have any choice.
And -- sorry?
I didn't say anything.
Sorry, I thought I interrupted you.
You tell us then it was a disaster, it was back into
the frying pan, you say?
Yes.
I think at this point your uncle, you say, made your

life a misery and he sexually assaulted you?

Yeah.

Okay.

I mean properly. He said that ... I knew what it was
all about now so ... yeah. He thought it was all right
to ... sexually abuse me.

Okay. At paragraph 99 you talk about reporting what had
happened at and you say that Mr was
telling you that you'd end up out on the streets and
that nobody would believe you.

Yeah.

Did you go and tell anybody about what had happened?

I went to the doctor.

Mm-hmm.
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paid, yeah.

Other than the social worker finding you a live-in job
and enabling you to move out of [JISAEE do you know
if anything was done about what you'd said about what
was happening to you?

No. Nothing. I never heard anything about it.

Okay. And later on in life, have you ever reported what

happened to you at [aSs=Al Have you spoken to the
police, for example, about it?

No. I think I just buried it and got on with my life.
I had a young child. I was 17 years old looking after
four children and a house.

Okay if we can move on, please, to page 27 and
paragraph 105, you say what you've just mentioned there
in your evidence, and then you say that you did tell
your family about what Mr [SAJJJ had done years ago and
what was their reaction?

Not to say anything because it would ... my cousin who
I loved said it would kill her sister, who had a very
nervous disposition.

Did that mean that you did stay quiet about it?

I did tell a friend, my good friend -

Okay. How did you feel about your cousin saying you
have to keep quiet about this?

Don't know. I just didn't want to upset the family.
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Okay. You tell us if we just go up a little on this
page at paragraph 104 that you stayed in touch with your

foster family, |SALSSIRS throughout vour adult life?

Yes.
Is that right? So when they were alive you kept in

touch with ALK

I went to visit them and they came up to visit me in
Edinburgh.
Okay.
And with my children, I took them down.
Your foster brothers, you've also kept in touch with
them?
Yeah, my foster mum and dad are dead now, but I did
visit them and I visit -- still visit my brother.
Okay. If we look down to the bottom of this page,
please, and paragraph 107 you talk about the impact of
what happened to you. You say there that you'wve had
quite a low opinion of yourself because of the way you
were brought up and because of your colour. Can you
tell us a bit more about that, please?
(Pause)

Well, it means I've never really had a high opinion
of myself. I've always felt there was something wrong
with me. I was rejected. Unwanted. And just

a nuisance. And, yeah, my colour did have an effect
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too, which can't do anything about that, but not so much
as I got older. But it was more the way I was treated.
And I have got a very low opinion of the welfare system
at the time, because I blame them.

Okay. Can you explain why it is that you blame them?
What --

Because they didn't give me care. At all. They put

me -- they put -- I know it's about foster care, but
they put you into children's homes where you get no
encouragement, affection, anything other than a roof
over your head and fed. And they didn't explain. And
they lied.

You've also told us of course that you were removed from
a foster home in which you were happy --

Yes.

-- to be sent back to your mum's.

Yeah.

When it came to being placed withor being
boarded out with, do you think that the

social work department scrutinised that to any extent?
Not at all, none.

Why do you think that there was no scrutiny?

Probably because she -- my auntwas a bloocd
relative. I don't know. I haven't a clue.

Okay. You tell us if we just move on to paragraph 111
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social work department or anything to tell what was
happening to me. So obviously they didn't listen.

You talk about them being redacted and a lot of it was
written by hand and it wasn't copied very well.

Yes.

In paragraph 113 you mention some things there that --
lessons that we should learn from your experience and
you say first of all that children need to be told the
truth.

Yes.

Is that reflecting on what you were told about your
parents right at the outset of the time that you went
into foster care, that they were dead?

Yes. Children have to deal with death at some point in
their life and just because they're children, you have
to be honest.

You say that the people who foster should be looked into
more.

Yes.

Is that again particularly reflecting on what we've

talked about in relation to & and the lack of

scrutiny at the time that you moved there?
Yes.
Okay. You say that children grow up, that's what people

need to remember, so —--
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go and hopefully relax for the rest of the day.
A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Just before I rise for the break, let me
mention names that we've used that are actually
protected by my general restriction order and they
include the_,r , the _, Mr
and the _ and that may not be surprising to those
of you who are now up to speed on who is entitled to
anonymity in this part of our case study.

Time for the break, Ms Innes, yes?

MS INNES: Yes, my Lady.

We'll have another oral witness after the break.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

(11.27 am)

(A short break)

(11.51 am)

LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.

MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.

The next witness has chosen to remain anonymous and
is using the pseudonym 'Rachel'. 'Rachel' was in the
care of East Lothian Council. She was in foster care

with a Mr and Mrs in Prestonpans between

B o7 - I 100
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kids the same age as me. It really gave me that chance
just to be a child, really.

Okay. You talk about the foster parents being quite
strict about bedtime, for example.

(Witness nods)

But you think that the foster daughter had -- it was
different for her?

Yeah, it was very different rules I think for both of
us. She appeared to have much more freedom, like you
know she was out until sort of 2 in the -- it felt
like == I'm saying 2 in the morning but it felt a lot
later than me, but I was expected to be back really,
really early.

For example, like there was one point, I see it
written in my statement here, about the karaocke
competition and basically I had won it, I was really,
really chuffed but I had to get home after I had sang so
I came back and then it was my foster sister come
running up the road and she was like, "(ECJJJj won. can
she go back down?" And yeah, I can't remember if I went
back. I can't remember the rest of that.

If we go over the page at page 8, at paragraph 39 you
talk about the book that you've already mentioned.

At paragraph 40 you say that the parents made it

clear to you that "the other girl was their daughter and
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that I was just there for a short time".
A. Yeah.
Q. How did they make that clear to you? Did they say that?
A. They didn't say it. It was just that was how I felt in
that space. Like I didn't feel like -- I don't know,
I think like my foster mum, I think she resented my
family, like especially my nana who, you know, she
didn't give up, she kept trying to phone and she did
really want to see me but we were busy at the weekend,
we had things on. But, aye, I think the more as time
went on, I think she realised like, "I can't keep
ESB - you know, "I can't keep 'Rachel'". Sorry.
LADY SMITH: That's okay. Don't worry. It's fine.
A. Aye, so it just felt -- I've lost my train of thought.

Sorry, I'll just be a second.

LADY SMITH: 'Rachel', the only name that will appear in
your transcript is "'Rachel'".

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: All right?

While we're talking, let me ask you this. The other
girl was already settled in the home when you arrived,
do I have that right?

A. Yeah, she was.
LADY SMITH: Had you any sense of how long she'd been there?

A. I think she had -- she had came from America, I do
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And then back to Pathways again?

Yeah.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

What impact did your experiences that you'd had in
foster care have on your ability to tell anybody about
what was going on in the later placements?

I think that had probably like the -- aye, like the
biggest impact was that very first placement, because
that was my first impression of what the care system was
and what that was -- that placement told me was that,
number one, you won't be believed, you know, 1f you tell
anyone how you're really feeling. It wasn't a safe
place to be. Social work wasn't a good thing, you know,
it was very negative and it was people in power that
were very resource driven and it was about them rather

than me.

So as I moved through the care system EeUEEWAREIE
Secondary Institutions - to be published later , like I really

didn't feel -- well, you know, number one I felt like
I deserved it, I felt like I was an evil person because
I was basically brainwashed by that foster family and

saying, you know, you're genuinely evil, and I think if
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miles away from my family, B

Secondary Institutions - to be So, aye, I remember at the time

thinking I have six months left, is it that big a deal?
And the school knew that I wouldn't be able to get good
exams and stuff like that, like that was never going to
happen. So I do feel like it was a huge argument over
nothing. I wish that they had kind of, looking back,
that they had dealt with the trauma and all the other
stuff, you know, so I could function, and then loock at
school. That was -- aye, that would be the next bit.
You go on to talk about going back to Pathways and then
golng to Moore House Care in Bathgate?

Yeah.

And to Cauvin House?

Yeah.

Then I think you spent some time in what might be called
supported accommodation?

Yeah.

Or a bed and breakfast?

Mm—hmm.

I want to move on to ask you now about your life after
care and just a couple of things within that. If we
move on, please, to page 48, you tell us in your
statement that you started to work as a residential care

officer?
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Mm-hmm.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

At paragraph 242 you talk about going to a particular
course that affected you and you say at the end of this
page from then on you knew that everything that you did
would be to change the way that things happened to kids
in care.

(Witness nods)

Can you tell us a little bit about that and how you
changed what you were according at the time?

Aye. It was a huge, huge time in my life because I had
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let me keep it open for him so he can come back if he
needs to". And they wouldn't do it. It was very --
again, it's that resource-driven situation. It was like
well actually someone else needs his bed so he's out of
the picture, and lo and behold, he did end up losing
that place and he ended up homeless and that's -- you
know, there was never an open door for me either.

I kind of went from Pathways to residential school to

supported accommodation, but within the supported

accommodation again it was all conditions. RaeeUCCWRUEIEIELE

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

So I think trauma's something that's massively
overlooked and in the long run it costs the country

money anyway. I just think if you invest in families
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to get battered", and that was just normal, like

a completely normal way of life, SECEUEEWRNSITNCHERSCITY-TIELE

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later That's normal because

that's just what you're growing up and seeing every day.

But I think having that kind of children's rights
just everywhere, like have it in schools, have it just
so people are aware of it and know that abuse is not
a thing that should be tolerated anywhere by anyone.

And then having someone outside the system almost like
not in a kind of monitoring way but somebody there that
can see the bigger picture that might be going on.

So for me like the social worker, the foster family,
they were so in the system and the situation in being
resource-led or meeting their own needs. There was
nobody outside seeing kind of that picture and seeing it
from a child's perspective. So I think something around
advocacy. We need to make sure that every child has

access to that and every child knows their rights.

MS INNES: Thank you very much, 'Rachel'.

There are no applications, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Are there any outstanding applications for questions
of 'Rachel'?

No?
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A.

'Rachel', that does complete all the gquestions we
have for you. It just remains for me to thank you so
much for engaging with us as you have done, both to
provide the written statement regarding your own
experiences over quite a long period in care, including
foster care, but I see that you'wve covered other types
of care as well, and for your thoughtful and articulate,
if I may say, reflections on the systems and how and why
they let you down and no doubt let others down as well,
from what you say, and your thoughts about how things
could be improved for the future. It's all such a help.

(Witness nods)

LADY SMITH: You'll be exhausted when you leave here I'm

A.

sure and I'm glad to be able to say once we get these
screens pulled across again, you're free to go and
hopefully relax for the rest of the day.

(Witness nods)

LADY SMITH: If you just wait a moment, you'll see they'll

LADY SMITH: Two sets of foster family names there,

be pulled across now.
That's it. That's it, 'Rachel'. Do feel free to
go. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

and the - and they're both covered by my general

restriction order and these people can't be identified
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as a baby and there long term, they were attached to me.
Other foster kids would come and go, but because I was
there permanently I was just counted as one of the
family. My sisters as they got married and I was still
a foster child then, I was always the flower girl.
Cousins in the village, my uncle's son and daughter,

I was their flower girl as well. Everybody was mixing
regularly, families were close then, and I just felt
part of it. And even as I got a bit older, as my eldest
sisters were having kids, I was auntie , even
though like the older ones are only three, four, five
years younger than me, but I was always auntie
even though I was at the primary school.

In relation to other children being fostered in the
household, how did that make you feel? Was that
something you were happy with or not?

No, I liked it, I liked it, especially as I got older
and it was babies, I always loved having babies at the
house. So we were included. My sisters always used to
sit with the babies after school or when they came home
from work. It was always sort of like play time and
mixing and what have you, so I enjoyed it. I hated it
when they went away. Always cried when they left.

A lot of them were getting placed for adoption from

being in care with my mum and dad so I always had a cry
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I think what I'll do, because we usually have
a break in the middle of the afternoon anyway, I'll go
off the bench now so don't feel under pressure to rush
getting away from your seat with me looking down on you.
But thank you very much for being here.

A. You're welcome.
(The witness withdrew)
(3.16 pm)
(A short break)
(3.30 pm)
LADY SMITH: Ms Innes.
MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady. We have some read-in
evidence.

The first statement that I'm going to read in is the
statement of an applicant who wishes to remain anonymous
and has chosen the pseudonym 'Mandy'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS INNES: Her statement is at WIT.001.002.3831. 'Mandy'

was in the care of Aberdeen City Council. She was in

three foster care placements. The first was with ReUGRIEE

MQP/ MQQ in Dunfermline from _ 2005

2007.

to

The second with a Ms- in Lochgelly from

2007 to -200?.
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Carnoustie from - 2007 until _ 2007.

It appears from the records that while the placing
authority was Aberdeen City Council, the foster carers

were provided by Swiis Foster Care.

LADY SMITH: All right, thank you.

'Mandy' (read)

MS INNES: At paragraph 1 of her statement 'Mandy' says:

"My name is 'Mandy'. I was born in 1992. My
contact details are known to the Ingquiry."

From paragraphs 2 to 15, 'Mandy' speaks of her life
before care. She was born in Aberdeen, one of her mum's
nine children. Her dad, who had seven children,
sometimes lived with 'Mandy', her siblings and her mum.
He was an alcoholic and violent. There was social work
involvement with the family and 'Mandy' said that they
knew what was happening because she told social workers
that her dad was hitting her mum and her.

Her mum sent 'Mandy' to live with one of her mum's
friends. Whilst there, 'Mandy' says that she was
sexually abused by a relative of the friend. He was
arrested and 'Mandy' was then taken to Netherhills
Children's Home in Aberdeen when she was 11 years of
age.

From paragraph 16, 'Mandy' describes her experiences

at Netherhills and then at Seaview Children's Home.
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Moving on to page 12 and paragraph 66:

"I was taken to live with LASZEIEE

in Dunfermline, Fife. I was about 12 years old.

MQpP was nice, LASCEEMas not.

I didn't see a doctor or a dentist during my time at

MQP/ MQQ L

I had an accident when I was playing on my bike one

day and pulled the wrong brake. I went flying into the
garage and cracked the bottom side row of my teeth.

I had terrible toothache and used to complain about the
pain to They used to give me a hot
water bottle to hold onto my face. w used to put
Southern Comfort on it. I used to cry and rock back and
forth. used to get up in the night and tell me
to shut up as I was keeping them awake. I have suffered
from toothache ever since.

I went to see a psychiatrist. She didn't listen and
she would ask too many questions. She would ask one
question and I would answer it. Then she would ask me
the same question again in a different way.

I moved to in - and they
promised me that I would get home for Christmas.

I never got home for Christmas. As presents I got
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hand-me-downs from their nieces. I never got actual
presents.
For my birthday, told me that if

I stopped smoking for three months then I would get
a bike. I stopped smoking and got the bike. When
I left their care, refused to give me my bike
back.

put a camera in the shower. It was in a Deep
Heat box in a sort of toilet roll thing. There was
a box that had a red light. There were glass panels in
the shower. I was in a shower for a while before
I noticed the red light flashing. It was only when
I was washing my hair that I noticed it. I got out of
the shower and took the box down. I saw there was
a camera inside it so I took it to my room. came
running up the stairs and knocked on my door.
was at the hairdresser. I had to let him in because

Map wasn't there. He told me that if I said

anything, wouldn't be happy. So I gave him the

camera.
I told the foster care agency about the camera.

I think they were called the Swiis Foster Care. I told

them that I wasn't going to go back to
They had wanted me to go back to |WlldEE while

an investigation took place. I didn't want to go back.
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I was sick of it. The foster placement pecple got the
police and I was moved to respite care.

were still fostering after I reported
. I think they were just getting boys. I saw them
about a year later at school when they came with
a little boy.

The police were called at the time of the abuse.
I spoke to the police about what had happened with
and the camera.

I went from foster placement to stay
with an old couple. It was a respite placement.

I can't remember the old couple's names. They lived

was a road that _ in Dunfermline. They

lived up there. They were really good to me for the
while that I was there. I stayed with them on and off
for about a year.

I then went to a few respite places. I can't
remember all of their names. I remember Lumphinnans,
Lochgelly, Ladybank, Kirkcaldy, Glenrothes, Dunfermline
and Bathgate. I remember I really wanted to stay at the
second respite place. They had a big house in
Kirkcaldy. It was really nice but I wasn't allowed to
stay with them. They told me I couldn't because it

wasn't a foster placement.
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published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."

'Mandy' signed her statement on 30 January 2019.

LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.

Ms Rattray.
'Angelica' (read)

MS RATTRAY: We have a further read-in of a statement and
this is a statement of an applicant who has the
pseudonym 'Angelica'. ‘'Angelica's' statement is at
WIT-1-000000780.

'Angelica' was in the care of Strathclyde Regional
Council and then Glasgow City Council. She was in two
foster placements.

The first was with foster carers in Kilmarnock from

- 1995 until [ 1995 2r¢ a0ain from
[ EEECRNSE -1996.

; UD-EUE B
The second placement was with a Mr and MrsEJDELEln

Cumbernauld from _ 1996 to - 1996.

The successor authority 1is Glasgow City Council.

"My name is 'Angelica'. I was born in 1984. My
contact details are known to the Inguiry."

From paragraph 2 'Angelica' speaks of her life
before care. She lived in Glasgow with her parents and

three siblings. She says there was no closeness or
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trust. Her mum drank and self-harmed. She was
physically abusive to 'Angelica' and her sister. The
social work department was involved with the family.
'Angelica'’ says that she too self-harmed when in primary
school. She says she feels as though she was used as
a scapegoat and being blamed for things so she became
unruly. She recalls being admitted to Urrdale
Children's Home with her brother for several months
before being returned again home.

Moving now to paragraph 30 on page 6, where
'Angelica' speaks about foster care.

"I was cast in and cast out, going back in and out
of care. I'm not sure how I came to be in foster care.

I went to the _ and to thelpeEell 1'm not

sure which I went to first, but I think it might have
been to the - I can't remember any social work
meetings before going there. I don't know how long
I was home before going to the foster carers. I wasn't
11 yet. I think it was within the space of a year.
- and - were gquite an old lady and man,
they lived in a lovely bungalow house, it was spick and
span. I was the only child there. Then after a while a
newborn baby came. I was so excited about the baby
coming. One day after the baby came I burst out

laughing or made a noise and - gave me seriously into
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was a house in Cumbernauld. It was a lady and her two

daughters. After that I went to another foster

placement, . I didn't see the wee baby again.

I can't remember arriving at |SeltEEE but

I remember being in their house. The man was called
= and his wife was or EUD e
see her face but I'm not sure about her name.

I can still picture the house. Although I can't
remember the bathroom. They lived somewhere in
Cumbernauld. I can't remember if I had my own room
there. They had lots of dark pine furniture and I can
remember thinking it was expensive.

They fostered a wee girl, I think she was only about
one year old. There were other kids there who were
their own kids, but I can't remember much about them.

I went to high school from I had just
started first year. They dropped me off early in the

morning at the local train station. I was petrified

because I had never been on a train myself. It was dark
and they would drive away and leave me. It was so
scary. I had to make my own way to Hillhead. I would

get the train into Queen Street and then I would have to
get the subway. I had never been allowed into town
myself at my mum and dad's. I think it might have been

during wintertime because I wore a big green parka.
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One time they won money at the bingo and there
seemed to be loads of people coming into the house,
there was a big celebration. They bought me a wooly
'Kicker's' jumper with some of their bingo winnings.

I have no idea why.

I had started my period by then. I was still at
primary school in Govan when it happened. My mum hadn't
told me anything so I'd been using toilet paper or
stealing my sister's sanitary products.

I had been given a pair of pink pyjamas when I was
at the emergency placement before going to .
They belonged to the lady's daughter but they were too
small for her so she had given them to me. I hadn't
ever had pajamas like that. I loved them. I'd had
an accident and they were bloodstained. I panicked,
tried to clean it and wrapped them up and hid them with
my clothes. I took them with me to . I hid
them in a drawer when I was putting my clothes away
because I was scared and embarrassed.

When I came home from school one day, Mrs
rubbed them in my face. She told me that I was
disgusting. I was crying and ran away and hid. I felt
dirty and vile. I didn't see my pyjamas again.

I can remember there being lots of alcohol and a lot

of family coming over. They were Celtic fans. I was
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called an orange bastard. My dad is half Malaysian.
would call my dad a 'chinky'. I specifically
remember him saying that about my dad. They were
horrible people.

I can remember being hit with rolled-up tea towels
by . He would whip me with them. I can't remember
any reason for him doing it other than he seemed to
think it was funny. I can remember him laughing.

I don't know what he was getting out of it. He would
hit me over and over on the back of my legs and my
backside. It was stinging and I was crying. I had
marks and red raised skin all over legs. He did this to
me in front of his wife.

It was dreadful. They shouldn't have been in
control of kids. They shouldn't have been left with the
responsibility. I can't remember them punishing their
own children.

I can't remember any social workers coming to see me
there. My mum and dad came to visit me regqularly. They

would take me out in the car and we would sometimes go

to a wee café. I wouldn't want to go back to the
UD-EL . .
. It was like a feeling of dread. I really

didn't want to be there. Things weren't perfect with my
mum and dad but I would rather have been at home with

them. Instead I was with people I didn't know.
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One time |

was hitting with the tea towels when
his wife was out at the bingo. He wouldn't let me out
of the kitchen. I wanted to phone my mum and dad but he
wouldn't let me. I was petrified and didn't want to be
in that house. I was really upset. After a while

I managed to calm down enough and he let me use the
phone. I phoned my mum and dad and told them that
was hitting me with tea towels. They told me to pack my
suitcase so I packed my things and my case was put at
the front door.

My mum and dad came to get me that night. I don't
know how long it took them to get me.
weren't happy. It was a bad atmosphere when my mum and
dad came. I remember it being dark outside. I think
I felt relieved. The placement ended there.

I can't remember the social work's involvement but
I'm sure my mum and dad would have had to tell them
because they had taken me from there. I don't know if
any action was taken against them. I can't remember
anything being said by my mum and dad about it. There
is a report which mentions . It was a very
short placement because I continued with first year at
school after I left."

From paragraph 55, 'Angelica' speaks of her life

back at home and running away a lot. She recalls being
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on a placement with a foster carer in Baillieston around
this time too, who she says was a nice lady.

'Angelica' says she ran away from there too but went
back that night because she felt guilty that she would
be worried about her.

'Angelica' then describes her experiences in other

Secondary Institutions - to be published

care settings

From paragraph 173, 'Angelica' speaks of her life
after care and impact. As the details of the impact on
'Angelica' have to be understood in the context of her
overall care experiences I1'll move to paragraph 195 on
page 36, where Angela speaks about lessons learned.

That obviously is not the right reference to the

pages.

LADY SMITH: Well --

MS RATTRAY: It is, sorry. Apologies, I'm confused by the

statement that's underneath this one:

"I had seen advertisements on TV and Facebook about
the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. I think if people
from outside, such as inspectors, had listened to us,
things could have been better. The children weren't
listened to and we weren't separated from the adults at
the time. We didn't have an opportunity to speak out.
We weren't asked questions at children's panels.

No one ever tried to understand why the kids were
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published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are

true."
The
5 August
LADY SMITH:
IErs
MS RATTRAY:
finish.
LADY SMITH:
The

MS RATTRAY:

statement was signed by 'Angelica' on
2021 ;

Thank you.

coming up for 4 o'clock, Ms Rattray.

Perhaps that would be an appropriate time to

An appropriate time to stop for today.
plan for tomorrow?

Yes, my Lady, tomorrow morning we have two oral

witnesses. There is an oral witness scheduled for the

afternoon, but it's possible that that witness will not

be atten
present.
LADY SMITH:
3 vl |
remindin

again th

ding, in which case we have read-in evidence to

Very well.
rise now until 10 o'clock tomorrow morning,

g everyone that we've used foster parents' names

is afternoon, Mr and Mrs -, MQR/MQG

They're
and they
Than

I wi

all protected by my general restriction order
can't be identified outside this room.
k you very much and until tomorrow morning.

11 rise.
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