
1 Thursday, 22 September 2022 

2 (10 . 00 am) 

3 LADY SMITH : Good morning and welcome to the third day this 

4 

5 

6 

7 

week of oral evidence and read- in evidence in our foster 

care and boarding- out case study . I ' m told that we have 

an oral witness ready to give evidence . 

Ms Innes? 

8 MS INNES : Yes , we do, my Lady . 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

The first witness wishes to remain anonymous and has 

chosen the pseudonym ' India '. 

' India ' was initially in the care of Grampian 

Regional Council . She was first - placed in foster care 

with a in Aberdeen from 1994 

until - 1994 . 

She was then placed with a Mr and Mrs - in 

on - 1994 . She remained there until 

returning to the care of her mother in Dunbar on 

1994 . 

Aberdeen City Council is the relevant successor i n 

respect of these foster care placements . 

She was then taken into care in East Lothian . She 

was in foster care with a FZK-FZM from 

- 1999 to 2000 and East Lothian 

Council is the responsible authority in respect of that 

placement . 
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1 LADY SMITH: Thank you very much . 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

' India ' (affirmed) 

LADY SMITH : ' India ', you ' ll see the microphone is now on . 

A. 

I' d ask you to try and keep in a good position for the 

micr ophone , because we need to hear you t h rough t h e 

sound system, both for t he sake of those who are here in 

the room and particularly the stenographers , who listen 

to your evidence through the headphones . 

You ' l l see there ' s a red folder on the desk . That ' s 

there because it has a typed copy of your statement in 

it , the one you signed, but we ' ll also bring the 

statement up on screen, you should see it there i n front 

of you now, and go to the different parts of it that we 

want to discuss with you as we go through your evidence . 

(Witness nods) 

16 LADY SMITH : But ' India ', separately from those 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

practicalities , I want r i ght at the outset to assure you 

that I do understand that what we ' ve asked you to do in 

coming here is difficult and challenging, and it may be 

emotional for you . I get that . And if there ' s anything 

I can do to assist , whether having a break, by sitting 

where you a r e qui etly for a l ittle while or leavi ng t h e 

room, we can do that . If there ' s anything else t hat 

would help you give your evidence as carefully and 

clearly as you can , please don ' t hesitate to let me 

2 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 A . 

know . If it works for you, it ' ll work for me . That 

really is the key about giving your evidence here, 

because we want to make it as -- I was going to say as 

non- stressful as we can . I do understand it will be 

stressful, but let us help if we can . 

(Witness nods) 

7 LADY SMITH : If you ' re ready , I ' ll hand over to Ms Innes and 

8 she ' ll take it from there . Is that okay? 

9 A . Yeah , thank you . 

10 LADY SMITH : Thanks . 

11 Questions from Ms Innes 

12 MS INNES : ' I ndia ', we understand that you were born in 

13 1984 . Is that right? 

14 A . Yes . 

15 Q . Okay . I ' m j ust going to look at the end of your 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

statement to begin with and that ' s just to confirm your 

signature of it , so if we can look, please , at your 

statement , we give it the reference WIT- 1 - 000000765 and 

if we go to the last page of it we can see at 

paragraph 279 that it says there : 

" I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I be l ieve the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 

I under stand that you signed this statement 

3 



1 

2 A . 

electronically, I think -

(Witness nods) . 

3 Q. -- on 30 July 2021 . Is that right? 

4 A . Yes . 

5 Q. Thank you . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

I want to go back to the beginning of your statement 

now and first of all I ' m just going to summarise some of 

what you tell us about your life before you went into 

care . 

You tell us at paragraph 2 that you were born in 

East Lothian? 

12 A . (Witness nods) 

13 Q. But I think not too long after that you actually moved 

14 up to Aberdeen ; is that right? 

15 A. Yes . 

16 Q. I think you tell us that you went with your dad to 

17 Aberdeen? 

18 A . Yes . 

19 Q. Okay . There came a time that you came back to East 

20 

2 1 

Lothian , I think you tell us that you maybe started 

school in Aberdeen? 

22 A . Yeah , I started at Broomhill Primary in Aberdeen . 

23 Q. Okay . And were you there for long or not? 

24 A . I think about the first -- first Primary 1 , yeah . 

25 Q. Okay . Then you came back to East Lothian? 

4 



1 A . Yeah . 

2 Q . Who were you living with when you came back? 

3 A . My nana . 

4 Q . Your nana , okay . Is that your mum ' s mum or your dad ' s 

5 mum? 

6 A . My dad ' s mum . 

7 Q . Your dad ' s mum, okay . 

8 

9 

You tell us I think that you went to primary school 

then in East Lothian; is that right? 

10 A. Yeah . 

11 Q . You ' re smiling . Did you like it there? Or not? 

12 A . I t was weird . 

13 Q. It was weird? What was weird about it? 

14 A . You gave grace and went out to an annex for your lunch 

15 

16 

17 

and gave grace and the toilets were outside in the 

playground. It was a strange place out i n the kin d of 

country , I think . If I remember right . 

18 Q . Okay . 

19 

20 

Then you tell us at paragraph 9 that you went back 

to Aberdeen again . 

2 1 A . Yes . 

22 Q . Did you go back to l i ve with your dad again at that 

23 point or were you stil l with your nana? 

24 A . No , I went back to stay with my dad . 

25 Q . Okay . Then you tell us at paragraph 10 that your nana 

5 



1 moved to Aberdeen? 

2 A . Yes . 

3 Q . Did you go to live with her at any point when you were 

4 in Aberdeen? 

5 A . Yes . 

6 Q . Okay , and did that last for a long time or not? 

7 

8 

A . I can ' t remember exactly . It was enough time 

quite a bit of time , until she became ill . 

9 Q . Okay . 

10 A . Yeah . 

it was 

11 Q . You tell us I think that by this time your dad had 

12 

13 

formed a new relationship? You talk about your 

step-mum? 

14 A . Yeah . I was still with my dad when - - when she came 

around . She she stayed and then never left . Came 15 

16 for a party and never left . 

17 Q . Okay . 

18 A . Yeah . 

19 Q . Okay . Did they have other children? Your dad and your 

20 step-mum? 

21 A . I know now that she was already pregnant when she came , 

22 but I only found that out before my nana passed . 

23 Q . Okay . 

24 A . And then he went on to have my brother and so my 

25 sister ' s not actually my sister , but my brother is . 

6 



1 Q . I see , okay . You tell us that you were with your nana 

2 

3 

for a time , I think , and then you went to something 

called the Lowit Unit in Aberdeen? 

4 A . Yes , that started off as like a day thing where I went 

5 

6 

7 

8 

for school , went for trips and stuff and you had a lot 

of tests and stuff done in there , which I didn ' t 

understand until now what the actual tests meant . 

I just called it the hospital school . 

9 Q . Am I right in saying that it was a clinical psychology 

10 unit at the Sick Kids Hospital in Aberdeen? 

11 A . Yeah . 

12 Q. I s that right? So you started going there during the 

13 day rather than going to school? 

14 A . Yeah . 

15 Q. Did you have school there? 

16 A. Yeah , there was -- you went into -- there wasn't a lot 

17 

18 

19 

of it , but you went into a room with I think there was 

maybe one other kid and a -- so it was more like -- more 

one-to-one interaction . 

20 Q . I see . 

21 A . And I think they kind of tried to test how you were with 

22 other -- other kids and stuff . 

23 Q . Okay . You tell us in your statement that during the 

24 

25 

course of your time at the unit, you were diagnosed with 

motor difficulties due to non-specific learning 

7 



1 difficulties? 

2 A . Mm- hmm . 

3 Q . But I don ' t think that ' s something you knew at the time? 

4 A . Not unti l 2018 , when I accessed my records . 

5 Q . We ' ll come back to that as we go through your statement . 

6 

7 

I think you tell us this was something that you 

didn ' t know about . 

8 A . Mm-hmm . 

9 Q . Did you know if the carers that you later had were told 

10 anything about that or --

11 A. I don ' t believe anybody knew . 

12 Q . Okay . 

13 LADY SMITH : So you were about 34 before you knew that? 

14 A . Yeah . It all came together eventually . I t ' s still 

15 being pieced -- yeah . 

16 LADY SMITH : That ' s just four years ago? 

17 A . Yeah . 

18 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

19 MS INNES : Okay . We ' ll talk a bit more about that as we go 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

through . 

You were at the Lowit Unit , as you say, on a day 

arrangement and were you going back to stay with your 

nana in the evenings and weekends? 

A. Yeah . I it was taxis picked me up and took me there 

and then took me back again . 

8 



1 Q . Okay . If we move on , please , to page 7 and 

2 

3 

paragraph 27 , you tell us there that your nana had 

a triple heart bypass? 

4 A . Yeah . 

5 Q . And that she phoned your dad and said that you ' d have to 

6 go back and stay with him? 

7 A . Yeah . 

8 Q . Can you remember if you went back to stay with your dad 

9 or not? 

10 A . I remember there was like a little kind of bit at the 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

back of the kitchen in their house and they opened up 

l ike a camp bed thing and I think I maybe stayed 

a couple of nights max , and then that ' s when I stayed 

I don ' t know how many nights I stayed in the Lowit Unit, 

but I know I stayed overnight in there because I could 

point out and tell you exactly what it looked like and 

everything . It was like hospital dorm beds . 

18 Q . Okay . I think you tel l us in your statement that you ' ve 

19 

20 

looked at your records and that there ' s no record of you 

having stayed overnight there --

2 1 A. No . 

22 Q . -- and your clear recollection is that you did? 

23 A . Mm-hmm . 

24 Q . I think you feel that ' s something that was missed out 

25 f rom your records ; is that right? 

9 



1 A. Yeah . 

2 Q . Okay . Then you went , you tell us at paragraph 28 , to 

3 a foster parent in Northfield in Aberdeen . 

4 A. (Witness nods) 

5 Q . You say you can ' t remember if you visited before you 

6 went to stay. 

7 A. I don ' t remember . 

8 Q . What was the person like that you went to stay with? 

9 A. I know she was a new -- new foster parent . I don ' t 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

recall her being bad , but I -- like I always recall 

like I was a bad kid . I turned up there , turned up as 

a kid with problems and I was bad and like I was kind 

of -- I don ' t remember exactly examples , but like it 

didn ' t feel l oving . Like it was just I fe l t like I was 

like a bad kid . It ' s hard to remember . 

16 Q. Okay . It ' s okay . 

17 LADY SMITH : You ' d have been only about ten years old then ; 

18 would that be right? 

19 A. I think I had my tenth birthday there , I believe . 

20 LADY SMITH : It was 1994? 

2 1 A. Yeah . 

22 LADY SMITH : The first placement , yes . You were still quite 

23 young . 

24 A. Yeah . There ' s a lot of blanks . 

25 LADY SMITH : Don ' t worry about that . A lot of people don ' t 

10 



1 

2 

3 

4 

have clear memories of everything in their childhood. 

I ' m well aware of that . Whatever you do remember, tell 

me , but don ' t feel bad about saying there are things you 

don ' t remember . 

5 A . Okay . 

6 LADY SMITH : That ' s very normal . 

7 A . Thank you . 

8 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

9 MS INNES : You tell us that this lady was a single woman and 

10 you understand that she was a new foster carer . 

11 A. Mm- hmm . 

12 Q . Did you know that at the time or is that something that 

13 you found out from your records? 

14 A . I don ' t remember . I just know that I know that somehow . 

15 Q . That's okay , that ' s okay . You say at the top of the 

16 

17 

page that we ' re looking at that she also had a daughter 

who lived there . 

18 A . Yeah . 

19 Q . She was a bit older than you? 

20 A . Yeah . I don ' t remember her name or anything . I don ' t . 

2 1 Q . That ' s okay . You tal k about some of your memories from 

22 

23 

24 

being there and you say , for example, at paragraph 32 

that you were stil l going to the Lowit Unit when you 

were there? 

25 A . Yeah . 

11 



1 Q . At paragraph 33 you tell us that you had your tenth 

2 birthday there and you can remember the birthday cake? 

3 A . I did get a birthday cake, yeah . 

4 Q . Okay . If we go to the top of page 9 , you talk about 

5 

6 

7 

family contact there . You talk there about con tact with 

your dad and you don ' t think there was a lot of contact 

with him at that time . 

8 A . (Witness shakes head) 

9 Q . Did you have any contact with your nana , can you 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

remember? 

A . I think I did . (Pause) 

I think -- I think in that placement -- I don ' t 

think -- because I wasn ' t there long , I don ' t think 

but I think when I had went to the next one , I have 

a memory of -- you got an allowance to buy -- like treat 

yourself and buy something and I remember her taking me 

to spend that allowance to Toys R Us and trying to get 

me to buy something nice for myself , because I didn ' t 

have toys or anything like that . 

So she did still have involvement but I think she 

had recovery between because she was unwell . I think 

that ' s why I wouldn ' t have seen her at the first one . 

23 Q . At the first placement? 

24 A . Yeah . 

25 Q . That makes sense . 

12 



1 

2 

What about your mum? Were you having any contact 

with her at that point when you were up in Aberdeen? 

3 A . No , I didn ' t know much -- I had photographs of her , but 

4 I didn ' t know her . 

5 Q . From what you told us , from what we talked about 

6 

7 

earlier , you ' d lived with your mum when you were a baby 

essentially? 

8 A . Mm-hmm . 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q . 

A . 

Q . 

And then 

nana? 

Mm-hmm . 

And you 

if any? 

after that you ' d lived with your dad and your 

didn ' t have much contact with your mum at all , 

14 A . I didn ' t have any contact with my mum . 

15 Q . Okay . At paragraph 36 you talk about your social worker 

16 

17 

18 

Nan . So this is a social worker that you had when you 

were in Aberdeen . Can you tell us about her? What was 

she like? 

19 A. She was really amazing . Sorry, I ' m emotional . She kind 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of paved the way for social -- like my outlook that not 

all social workers are like stigmatised, you know, 

because she did show love . She held your hand and she 

gave you a cuddle and she was really , really nice, she 

was really thoughtful and kind, you felt love from her . 

And the reason why I ' m crying is because I ' ve been 

13 



1 

2 

3 

searching for her for years to try and tell her , but 

last year I found an obituary online and she had passed 

away through the first lockdown . So , yeah . Sorry . 

4 Q . That ' s okay . So you ' ve been trying to find her --

5 A . It was a bit too late by the time I found her , yeah . 

6 Q . Okay . 

7 

8 

You talk here about her going through a photo album 

with you? 

9 A . Yeah . So when you went into -- when I went into care, 

10 

11 

12 

13 

my dad was made to put together a photo album with all 

the family and things that I would need to look at and 

I do recall her sitting down and going through and like 

having me explain who everybody was in the photos . 

14 Q . You say in this paragraph that you remember her sitting 

15 down and having her arm around you? 

16 A . Yeah . 

17 Q . Then at paragraph 37 you mention how you were treated by 

18 

19 

the first foster carer , as you ' ve said already that you 

felt that you were treated like a bad kid? 

20 A . Mm-hmm . 

21 Q . Do you think that she had been told about what had been 

22 diagnosed at the Lowit Unit? 

23 A . I don ' t think anybody was tol d and that ' s why they just 

24 

25 

thought I was misbehaving, I was bad , rather than 

understanding that I had needs and there ' s a reason why 

14 



1 I was acting the way I was acting . 

2 Q . You mentioned she was a new carer . Do you think that 

3 was an appropriate placement for you? 

4 A . No , but if I was to stay a night in the Lowit Unit , then 

5 that wasn ' t appropriate either to be fair . 

6 Q . I f we move on from there , you say that you know from 

7 your records --

8 A . I ' m sorry, can I just say something? 

9 Q . Mm- hmm . 

10 A . Going back to that part , when I say "appropriate", 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

actually like if people were made aware then it might 

have been a better setting, but if they ' re not aware , it 

doesn ' t matter where you get put , it ' s never going to be 

appropriate if they ' re not aware of your needs because 

they won ' t be able to work out how to look after you , so 

it wouldn ' t really matter . 

17 LADY SMITH : Are you making the point that just because it 

18 

19 

20 

21 

was the Lowit Unit , you can ' t assume that the people 

that were responsible for your care any of the times you 

were put there knew about your diagnosis and your 

particular needs? 

22 A . Yeah . 

23 LADY SMITH: Is that your point? 

24 A . Yeah , so like there was the neglect to pass on that 

25 information which has kind of paved the way for me being 

15 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

seen as a bad kid when I ' ve gone into every place, so 

they've not given me the support and the help that 

I needed or to deal with things in a certain way that 

I specificall y needed for my needs , because they were 

never made aware . 

6 LADY SMITH : Does this underline the need for any chil d ' s 

7 

8 A. 

diagnosis to be accurately recorded in the records -

(Witness nods) 

9 LADY SMITH: -- and every time people take on the child ' s 

10 

11 

12 

care , whether it 's one night , one week , one month or one 

year , they need to study the previous records to 

understand the child? 

13 A. Yeah , they need to know the like behavioural -- there ' s 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

a reason behind the behaviour . It ' s not just that this 

kid ' s acting bad . They might not be able to communicate 

in a certain way , so they act out to because they 

don ' t understand how to , you know, tell how they ' re 

feeling or t h ings like that . Yeah . 

19 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

20 MS INNES : You say at the bottom of the page that's on the 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

screen and onto the top of the next page that this 

person , according to your records , wasn ' t very equipped 

for you but then I think this is from your records that 

you were moved to another foster placement in 

where the carers had experience in dealing with troubled 

16 



1 

2 

3 

4 

kids , but again do you think that they were given the 

relevant information to help them support you and your 

needs or were they again seeing you as a bad kid, when 

you say troubled kid? 

5 A. I was still a bad kid . I was still a bad kid . I was 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l ike a bad kid everywhere I went . I don ' t think t hat 

there was anywhere that I felt that -- like, apart from 

my nana , it didn ' t matter what I did , you know . It was 

a bit different . But everywhere else , it just fel t like 

I was j ust made out that I was bad all the time . 

11 Q. What was different about living with your nana then? 

12 A. Uncondit i onal love . Yeah . 

13 Q. Okay . You tell us that you went to this placement at 

14 - and you say that you weren ' t keen o n the house 

15 itself but you liked the area there? 

16 A. Yeah . 

17 Q. Is that where you discovered that living in the 

18 countryside was something that suited you better? 

19 A. Yeah . I had the woods and the fields and I was always 

20 

2 1 

playing in the burn and coming back and I came back one 

time with tadpoles and let them loose all over their 

22 pavings . Yeah , I like nature . 

23 LADY SMITH : Did they end up with frogs i n the garden? 

24 A. No , they got rid of them. 

25 LADY SMITH : Shame . 

17 



1 MS INNES : You say it ' s not far from the beach as well and 

2 

3 

you used to go there too? 

A. Yeah , beach , yes . 

4 Q . You say that when you were there you were still going to 

5 

6 

the Lowit Unit and you describe it as a rainbow taxi . 

I s it 

7 A . I did at one point go to the Northfield Primary, but 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

I can ' t quite comprehend the actual point in which there 

was l ike a - - there was an in- between time , but I can ' t 

quite remember a timeline on it . It ' s a bit confusing 

because I was like du, du, du, du, I can ' t remember the 

time l ine exactly on it . 

13 Q. Okay , that ' s fine , don ' t worry about that . 

14 

15 

16 

You tell us at paragraph 41 again what you men tioned 

before that you feel that the foster parents themselves 

weren ' t bad but they were short-fused . 

17 A . Mm- hmm . 

18 Q . Are you able to describe that a bit more? 

19 A . Yeah , I tried to take the - - the -- the puppy, like from 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the kitchen into a room and I remember her going quite 

mad at t hat . She wasn ' t impressed with me taking the 

puppy because the puppy had to stay in the kitchen . 

I was to stay away from her son . I remember getting 

in trouble all the time for trying to interact with him. 

But again , that could be down to my behaviour, but then 

18 



1 

2 

3 

if there ' s not been an understanding on that , again then 

it ' s been seen differently to how it should have been 

seen . 

4 Q . Okay . You say that you felt in the house and with the 

5 people there was a bad energy? 

6 A . Mm- hmm . 

7 Q. You say that you ' ve always been able to feel the energy 

8 in a place or with a person; is that right? 

9 A . Yeah . I can ' t handle people who are quite stern in 

10 

11 

12 

approach . Like I feel whether a negative kind of vibe 

from a person . Even to this day I ' m the exact same . 

I either take to somebody or I don ' t . 

13 Q. Okay . You say that that means that you step away from 

14 the person . 

15 A . Mm-hmm . 

16 Q. I think are you saying here that you felt this bad 

17 energy from the foster carers in this placement? 

18 A . Mm- hmm . 

19 Q . Okay . Then you tell us that you moved from there and in 

20 

2 1 

fact you moved back to East Lothian to live with your 

mum? 

22 A . Mm-hmm . 

23 Q . You told us that you ' d not seen your mum at a ll and we 

24 

25 

know that you went back to live with your mum again . 

How did that come about? 

19 



1 A . The wrong way . 

2 Q . Okay . 

3 A . So I came home from the Lowit Unit in a taxi and Nan was 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

at - - that was in and Nan was there waiting 

for me and she sat me down and told me that they had had 

communication with my mum, my birth mum, and she sat and 

talked through it and asked whether I wanted to meet her 

and, you know, the plan of meeting her . 

And then the second time I ... so then I went to 

St Nicholas House, the social work , and -- no, I didn ' t . 

Before that Nan had arranged a meeting with my mum at 

her boss ' s house , which was along from and 

it was like one of the big nice houses with the high 

ceilings , Victorian kind of house . It was a nice 

setting . And I met mum and then she was allowed to take 

me with her husband to go out for a day trip . 

So we went down to a cafe and we went down to 

Codona ' s . Then after that it was St Nichol as House 

social work building, where there was like a split room 

with an arch , there was the desk that had my birth mum 

and her husband at the time . Then there was my step- mum 

and my dad and the social worker , well Nan , and then 

there was myself and my two -- my two sisters that my 

mum had to other dads . So we were watched interacting 

together while the adults spoke through in the arched 

20 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

bit in the other bit . 

But then after that I was just sent to stay down and 

live with them, but there was no more social work 

involvement . Nan came down once to visit . And yeah , 

there was no proper transition . My mum got the choice 

to decide that she wanted no more social work but with 

the fact that there was my -- my diagnoses and 

everything and what I ' d been through , there should have 

been a better transition . She shouldn ' t have had the 

choice because social work were in charge at that 

moment . They should have made a decision that was based 

on me rather than, you know , what my mum wanted, because 

really like I -- that kind of ruined what could have 

been a better relationship into that family , because 

that was just like me going to another foster family . 

I went straight from one house to another house with 

a couple of kids . So in my child mind that didn ' t 

process : oh I'm going to stay with my mum and I ' m going 

to my new sisters . It wasn ' t like that for me . 

20 Q. This was the first time that you had met your sisters? 

2 1 A. Mm- hmm . 

22 Q. Or even perhaps found out about them? 

23 A. Mm-hmm . 

24 Q. You described there were just a couple of meetings . You 

25 then moved to East Lothian with your mum --

21 



1 A . (Witness nods) 

2 Q . -- and I think you say your social worker came once and 

3 

4 

that was it , you were essentially on your own with your 

mum and your sisters? 

5 A . Mm- hmm . 

6 Q . Okay . You tell us in your statement that there were 

7 

8 

various problems in the time that you spent with your 

mum . 

9 A . (Witness nods) 

10 Q . Do you think that was because of that first transition 

11 

12 

that you ' ve mentioned and lack of information and 

support being given to your mum? 

13 A . There ' s a combination of things . My mum wasn ' t mentally 

14 

15 

16 

able , equipped, for me , because I had the additional 

support needs . But then to make it worse, she wasn ' t 

made aware of it anyway so, yeah . 

17 Q . Okay . We know after that that there came a point when 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

you went into care again , and if we can move , please , to 

page 17 , paragraph 71 , you say that you brought i n the 

social work department and you told the school that you 

weren ' t going to go home . 

If we go over the page , you continue to talk about 

the difficulties . So can you tell us a little bit about 

that , how it came to be that you went into care again? 

25 A . Things got really toxic in the household . Like I always 

22 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

pushed away and it was like - - they were like , " Love me , 

love me , love me". I ' m like : I can ' t cope with this . 

I didn ' t understand anything , I was scared all the time , 

I was being bullied at school and everything . Life 

didn ' t feel safe . And I did what I was trained to do, 

pretty much , was put myself into care . So , you know , 

I ' m going to put myself into a different place because 

this placement isn ' t working out for me , basically, so 

move on to the next placement . 

10 Q. Okay . During this time that you were with your mum, 

11 

12 

you ' ve talked about your nana, who was up in Aberdeen . 

Did you have contact with her at that point? 

13 A. No . My dad tried to keep minimal contact with my nana 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

and me . My nana had no idea that I ended up back in 

care at all . It wasn ' t until one of my aunties when 

I was 16 and I was in the homeless B&B had told her that 

I ' d been in care and she phoned social work and 

everything . She came down in a camper van to Dunbar and 

picked me up from the Lothian Hotel and took me straight 

back up to Aberdeen again . She couldn ' t believe that 

nobody told her . 

Yeah . Unconditional love . 

23 Q. Okay . On page 18, towards the bottom of the page at 

24 

25 

paragraph 74 , you say that you went into foster care 

I think briefly in Prestonpans before you went to stay 

23 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

with - which we ' re going to come on and speak 

about in a moment . 

You say at paragraph 74 , you describe it as having 

the bug for running away and it was something you did 

regularly . 

6 A. Mm- hmm . 

7 Q . Can you tell us about that? 

8 A. I don ' t even know where I was running to . I just kept 

9 

10 

11 

12 

running because I thought if I keep running finally I ' l l 

end up somewhere that I belong . I didn ' t want to be 

where I was so I just kept running, but I never knew 

where I was running to . 

13 Q. Okay . You say from your records that you ' ve seen that 

14 there were lots of amber and red alerts? 

15 A. Yeah . 

16 Q. So that would be alerts put out when you had run away 

17 and people were trying to find you? 

18 A. (Witness nods) 

19 Q. Can you remember if anybody tried to address why you 

20 

21 

were running away or talk to you about that? Or get you 

help? 

22 A. When anybody ever asked me a question of why I did 

23 

24 

25 

something, I could never answer . It ' s like my mum, when 

I lived with my mum, she used to sit me down in a seat 

and ask me , " Why are you doing this? Why are you doing 

24 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

this?" and I just sat there silent or just said, 

" I don ' t know, I don ' t know , I don ' t know", because 

I didn ' t understand my own actions , because I didn ' t 

understand I had the additional needs that I had . 

I didn ' t understand why I acted the way I acted, why 

I did what I did . But these things have like made me 

kind of seem like I cope better in adulthood now than 

I do , because I ' ve learnt coping strategies so 

I overcope now . 

10 Q . Okay . You say that you were with these carers in 

11 Prestonpans for a short time and then you went tc- •f1i$f1•11 
12 

13 

FZK-FZM You think that they were maybe in 

their 40s or 50s at the time? 

14 A . I think so . I don ' t know . I don ' t even know . Because 

15 

16 

when you ' re younger you think everybody ' s old , don ' t 

you? 

17 Q . You say that they had a daughter who was about 19 or 20, 

18 had she l eft the house or was she still living there? 

19 A. I think she still lived there . 

20 Q . Okay . 

21 A . And they had a - - they had a -- they had another foster 

22 

23 

daughter who was more a permanent fixture . She was in 

the room with me . She was in the bunk bed . 

24 Q . Okay . Was she older than --

25 A. She was older than me, yeah . 

25 



1 Q . How did you get on with her? 

2 A . She taught me a lot . 

3 Q . Of good things or bad things? 

4 A . Bad things . But , yeah , I was the bad influence . 

5 Q . Okay . 

6 A . Yeah . 

7 Q . If we move on to page 20 at paragraph 80 you talk about 

8 

9 

your social worker at this time who was a person called 

Angela McKay . What was she l ike? 

10 A. Cruella de Vil . That ' s all I can picture . She wore 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

this -- she wore this bright red lipstick, she had spiky 

hair , she had big nails , red nails , she wore the big fur 

coat and she was very kind of stern in her manner and it 

was l ike dragged you from place to place in the way she 

took you and it was like -- yeah , I just yeah . 

16 Q . Okay . You say that this was a person that you didn ' t 

17 like? 

18 A. Definitely not , no . 

19 Q . Okay . 

20 A . I don ' t -- I don ' t necessarily say that that ' s because 

21 

22 

23 

she was a social worker , because it might just be just 

a person that I didn ' t like . It doesn ' t necessarily 

mean it ' s because she was a social worker . 

24 Q . You don ' t get on with everybody that you meet . 

25 A . Exactly , yeah . 

26 



1 Q . Then you talk about the foster carers themselves and you 

2 

3 

describe them as being short- fused , particularly 

Mrsllll!I 

4 A . Mm- hmm . 

5 Q . Again , are you able to tell us a little bit more about 

6 what they were like? 

7 A. Yeah . They used to be -- biscuits used to go missing 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

and I remember her sitting me down and saying that I had 

taken these biscuits and I remember arguing with her 

telling her I didn ' t , like -- but I just remember 

sitting in the kitchen , it was a circle kitchen table 

and it was -- like I was facing the back door and I just 

remember her sitting me down and saying , " You know, 

I don ' t believe a word that comes out your mouth " 

I heard this a lot , I heard this a lot , like that phrase 

I heard a lot , and I did tell lies at times , but like 

then I was never believed when I was actually -

everything t hen became my fault . Everything was down to 

me . 

20 Q . You talk about the memory of being at the table and 

21 

22 

speaking to Mrs llill about this . How did you feel about 

her reaction to you? 

23 A . I didn ' t like her . I didn ' t feel comfortable in the 

24 house . So I ran away from there as well . 

25 Q. You say it was actually the foster daughter who had been 

27 



1 stealing things and taking things? 

2 A . Yeah . And teaching me to smoke cannabis and stuff like 

3 

4 

that . I had never touched it until that point , so yeah . 

But I was the bad influence . 

5 LADY SMITH : Did she teach you to smoke ordinary cigarettes 

6 as well , tobacco? 

7 A. No , I had already tried that at the back of the school . 

8 That was the school kids that taught me that . 

9 LADY SMITH : Right . 

10 MS INNES : Okay . You talk about going about with a girl who 

11 was also in foster care , she was in Dunbar --

12 A. Yeah . 

13 Q. -- and you say that you hung about with her? 

14 A. Mm- hmm . 

15 Q . And again I think she was introducing you to drugs 

16 perhaps? 

17 A . Yes . Her mum was a heroin addict . She used to take me 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

round her mum ' s house . And she also taught me how to 

steal from Tesco in Haddington as well . Nowllill and 

the foster parent of -- of my friend had been 

communicating and it was said that I was to stay away 

from her because I was a bad influence . 

Again , I ' m a bad infl uence but it was them that was 

teaching me the things , but I got blamed for everything . 

25 Q . You say that Mrs llill communicated with other foster 

28 



1 parents 

2 A . Mm- hmm . 

3 Q . -- to tell them that you were a bad influence . 

4 A . Mm- hmm . 

5 Q . Was that something that you were aware of at the time 

6 that she was doing that? Did you hear her saying that? 

7 A . My friend told me that she was told , yeah . So I knew 

8 that then . 

9 Q . Okay . Again you say that you were sensing the bad 

10 

11 

energy again , the feeling that you had about this 

person? 

12 A. Mm- hmm . I didn ' t feel like I belonged there or that 

13 I was wanted there . 

14 Q . Okay . You talk over the page about running away again 

15 a lot . 

16 A . Mm-hmm . 

17 Q . At paragraph 86 you say there that you weren ' t aware of 

18 

19 

things , you just did things . You were unaware of danger 

and that was where the vulnerability came in . 

20 A . Yeah . 

21 Q . You say here that you didn ' t know that you were 

22 vulnerable , because you hadn ' t been told --

23 A. (Witness shakes head) 

24 Q. -- about your diagnosis , and other people didn ' t know 

25 either? 
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1 A . (Witness nods) 

2 Q . I think you ' re saying that that had an effect on you , on 

3 the way that you behaved? 

4 A . I was in a lot of houses with drugs and stuff and around 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

people who were involved in stabbings and things like 

that . When I look back at some of these things I ' m like 

oh my God! You know, like I should never -- like 

I should have been protected from that , if it was aware 

of my vulnerability . I know you can ' t wrap someone up 

in cotton wool and I get that , but you can also put 

safeguarding measures into place . But you need the 

knowledge for that . 

13 Q . Okay . Then you say that you moved from - to 

14 Pathways 

15 A . Mm- hmm . 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q . 

A. 

-- which is a centre in Tranent , I think . If we can 

move on , please , to page 29 and paragraph 120 I you tell 

us there that you were in Pathways until - and in 

fact you left there when you were 15? 

Yeah . I -- I think because I kept running away and 

I was refusing to go back that it wasn ' t going to be 

long until I was 16 , so they allowed me to stay with 

a friend ' s mum, but I hadn ' t been friends with this girl 

for long, but I think because I kept running away they 

allowed me just to stay there , but it wasn ' t long before 

30 



1 

2 

3 

I was disappearing away back up to Aberdeen again . 

I just didn ' t even know what I was doing . I was just 

doing things and unaware of anything at all . 

4 Q . I s it at that time that you contacted your nana again or 

5 was that later? 

6 A . I don ' t know . I was up and down , up and down , up and 

7 

8 

down so many times that it ' s all kind of like jumbled up 

and mashed up . 

9 Q . I think we know from your statement that there were 

10 

11 

12 

issues between East Lothian Council and Aberdeen City 

Council and perhaps Edinburgh City Council about who was 

responsible for l ooking after you . 

13 A . Mm-hmm . 

14 Q . Did you know about that at the time? Can you remember 

15 that being a problem? 

16 A. I remember going -- I don ' t know . I ' m not 100 per cent 

17 sure . Like there ' s little blank bits here and there . 

18 Q . Okay . 

19 A . I ' m not 100 per cent sure . 

20 Q . Okay . You tell us over the page at page 30 and 

2 1 

22 

paragraph 126 about a bed and breakfast that you stayed 

i n opposite the social work building . 

23 A . Mm-hmm . 

24 Q. You tell us in your statement that you were in fact 

25 stayi ng next to somebody who was a heroin addict? 
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1 A . Yeah . The guy right next door was an addict and it 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

wasn ' t until I was going through this process of doing 

the statement and everything that I realised the green 

l iquid that he had gave me to drink , it ' s only last year 

doing my statement that I realised that that was 

methadone , but I was pretty much out for the count 

drooling in that bed and I don ' t know what could have 

happened to me . And if anything did happen to me while 

I was out for the count and in the process of that , it's 

right next door to a social work building that are 

unaware and nobody ' s been aware of this up until 

I started doing this and I ' ve spoken about it and 

realised what it actually was . 

I don ' t even remember how I got into that bed . 

Like .. . 

16 Q. Okay . If we can move on , please , to page 42 and 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

paragraph 182 and this is about you getting your 

records , which you ' ve already highlighted in your 

evidence but I ' d like to tal k about it a bit more . 

You say that you applied for your records . Did you 

get them quickly or did it take a long time? 

22 A . It didn ' t take that long , actually . It was complex for 

23 

24 

25 

me because obviously I got my -- my foster records then 

I realised that I had to get my psych records from 

a different place and everything, because I had read 

32 



1 

2 

3 

about the Lowit Unit and I realised that that was 

separate records so I went through - - I think it was 

Info Governance for them . 

4 Q . Having seen your foster care records and having seen the 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

reference to the unit , you then got your medical 

records . You ' d seen I think in your records that there 

was this reference to you having motor problems due to 

non-specific learning difficulties and this was the 

first time that you ' d become aware of this , as you ' ve 

said? 

11 A . I didn ' t know what that phrase even meant at all and it 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

took me a little -- it took me months of trying to 

Google search and I do my due diligence when I do 

research and then I was piecing together what -- what 

specific learning difficulties , what does that actually 

mean and it ' s like an umbrella for all of the learn ing 

difficulties and I ' ve recently realised that -- so I ' ve 

then got an autism diagnosis , but I ' ve got a referral in 

now for ADHD assessment . I did an -- a -- for Dyslexia 

Scotland I did like a form thing and they ' re saying that 

they don ' t think I ' ve got dyslexia , but everything that 

I ' m doing, I ' m explaining their kind of form thing , is 

pointing towards dysgraphia , dyscalculia , dyspraxia , 

ADHD and obviously already autistic , so yeah . 

25 Q. If we can move on, please , to page 58 and paragraph 243 , 

33 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

you talk there about your feelings about mental health 

services and you say that you know it 's not just you 

that has gone through this , but I think you tell us in 

your statement -- well, not only did you not know about 

this diagnosis , but you found it difficult to get 

support 

7 A . Mm-hmm . 

8 Q . -- in respect of your mental health . Can you tell us 

9 a little bit about that? 

10 A . There ' s lots of elements to that . It ' s quite complex 

11 

12 

13 

mental health . 

Can you just say that again just so that I can 

prompt my mind again? 

14 Q . Okay , so you talk about having difficulties in getting 

15 support in respect of your mental health . 

16 A . Mm-hmm . 

17 Q . What sort of difficulties did you have? 

18 A . So now as an adul t I ' m -- it ' s hard to get through ... 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

so it ' s hard to get through the doors of the mental 

health services full stop . You get re j ections . 

My doctor, who has now just retired, she had to 

write a letter saying she was vexed that I kept being 

rejected . 

I ' ve now got psychotherapy, but it ' s taken me a long 

time to fight for that . 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

The obviously autism assessment , that had to be 

private funding to pay for that . The ADHD, I ' m half 

expecting them to fob me off . There ' s a referral in but 

I' ve already been through the process so I' m not 

confident in it . But to get the -- well , dyscalculia, 

there ' s nothing to be referred for that , but the 

dysgraphia and dyspraxia , when I requested about 

assessments on that , there ' s nothing for adults to be -

so it ' s important for when you ' re younger, because it ' s 

only for children that they will do for . But the 

dysgraphia and stuff , that affects me in my everyday 

working stuff . You know , like everything, it affects me 

in my -- my everything . Progressing in my career path 

and everything that affects me . 

And I know a lot of people think it ' s just a label , 

but it ' s not . It ' s a gateway to receiving additional 

support , to find out , okay, so you struggle with this . 

Because of t h is , here ' s something that can hel p you with 

this struggle , t h is kind of software , this kind of 

whatever . But until you get the diagnosis , you can ' t 

get the additional support and help for it , so , yeah . 

22 Q. Okay . At paragraph 246 , if you go down to the bottom of 

23 

24 

25 

this page , you talk about someone who has l earning 

disabilities in a normal home would have talks to 

prepare them, and I think you talk later on in your 
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1 

2 

3 

statement as well about , you know, if you had been told 

about this diagnosis in a normal family this would be 

talked about and you would be aware of it . 

4 A. Mm . 

5 Q . And that never happened? 

6 A . I might have then understood how to safeguard myse l f as 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

well and understood that there ' s a reason why you can ' t 

do these things , there ' s a reason why, but I didn ' t have 

anybody to even say you can ' t do these things , really . 

It was just off and did these things and there was no 

safeguarding whatsoever . 

12 Q . Okay . 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

If we can go over the page , please , page 59 and 

paragraph 247 , you talk there about knowing about the 

term "care leaver", and some support that you give now 

to care leavers . Can you tell us about that , what 

concerns do you have about care leavers? 

18 A . This is me speaking for many other care leavers as wel l, 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

because it ' s quite across the board , that that term, 

"care leaver", opens up access to so many things because 

when you pass the age of 25/26 , there ' s lots of things 

you ' re not eligible for but the majority of us that have 

not had the safeguarding and the stableness put into 

place , it ' s not until we ' re in our 30s that we ' re 

piecing things together and then we go I could have had 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

that support , I could have had this , I could have had 

that , I could have went to college, got this kind of 

payment every week , you know , for studying and stuff , 

but I'm over 26 now so I can ' t receive that help . 

Everything that comes out , oh, it ' s up to 

26- year- olds . So like that term is really important . 

7 Q . Yeah . 

8 A . I hate age caps . It annoys me . It ' s all down to 

9 funding . 

10 Q . Okay . If we can look on , please , to the next page and 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

to paragraph 251 , you talk about some communication that 

you had with a Kate Ramsden who is a children ' s rights 

officer , or was a children ' s rights officer , up in 

Aberdeen . Is she somebody that you ' ve connected with 

more recently? 

16 A . So I -- it ' s strange the connection there , because I had 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

connected with Kate Ramsden through doing -- like 

getting invol ved in l ike care leaver stuff as an adult 

now, but then when I got my records , the Aberdeen 

children's records , it was when I was going through them 

with one of my friends , she goes , " Oh , I know her", and 

this is I don ' t do good with documents because 

I can ' t I miss things . But I ' ve been looking through 

this and her signature and her name was at the bottom 

and I messaged her on Facebook and sent a picture and 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

goes , " Is this your signature?" At the time she was 

like manager and she signed off o n my documents, so we 

kind of have a connection now and we keep in touch now, 

yeah . 

5 Q . You say that she had gone over your records with you and 

6 she said there had been major failings? 

7 A . Well , she had referred to the fact that when the thing 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

that I brought up myself and that I was going straight 

from Aberdeen to my mum ' s and there not being like a -

like additional support , like a kind of follow-up and 

everything and the additional support . 

I did get a bit worried about me mentioning her name 

in this and I did mention that I was a bit worried about 

her name, and she goes , "It ' s not against me", she 's 

like , " Don ' t worry about that '', so I did have a bit of 

a worry about that . 

17 Q . Okay . So is that the thing that she was talking about 

18 when she was talking about failings --

19 A . Yes , she was saying that there should -- I hope t hat is 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

different now, but she ' s saying that then there really 

shoul d have been , you know, you shouldn ' t have just been 

put there and just left . She was quite disappointed in 

that and quite upset to see that , yeah . 

24 Q . You say it was her or she encouraged you to speak to the 

25 Inquiry about your experi ences? 
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1 A. I can ' t remember . 

2 Q . Okay . 

3 A. She does know that I ' m doing this and she says it ' s 

4 

5 

a really good thing and stuff that I ' m doing this . 

She ' s supportive . 

6 Q . Okay . If we can move on , please , to page 62 and 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

paragraph 260 , you talk there again about your records 

and all the various things that you have recovered and 

you say that you hit a block with going through your 

records . You hadn ' t read them all . You talk about some 

of them had so many redactions they don ' t even make 

sense . I think they ' re not in order . There ' s 

duplication . What was your experience like of looking 

at your records? 

15 A. I have some .. . some things that I need answered that 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

- . •• ::,econ ary Institutions - to be published later 

Secondary Institutions - to be published later 

When I look at a ll those blocked out -- big 

paragraphs that are blocked out , I' m like maybe they ' re 

hiding it from me, maybe there ' s something that has 

happened that and there i s that big blocked- out 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

information , you know, is that the thing that I can ' t 

find out? 

I mean , is it not j ust better to not even have it in 

there than having the big bloody blocked bits f or 

people? Because that ' s causing them more -- you know, 

I'm not the only one that ' s stressed out about these big 

blocked bits and worried about just seeing these blank 

bits , what ' s behind it? What are they hiding from us? 

9 LADY SMITH: It ' s really difficul t . I get what you ' re 

10 

11 

12 

saying , ' India ' . Has anyone ever explained to you what 

this blocking out -- we call it redaction -- is all 

about? 

13 A . Yeah , it ' s about third-party -- yeah , but some of it 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

doesn ' t make sense , though . Some of it doesn ' t make 

sense , because I ' ve looked through some of it and 

there ' s bits that h a ve got people ' s names that are 

identical and they ' ve redacted one sheet but they have 

another sheet in there that ' s identical but that bit is 

not blocked out in t hat bit . 

20 LADY SMITH : That could be a redaction mistake . 

2 1 A . Well , I ' ve identified some of them . 

22 LADY SMITH : Redaction is difficult . It ' s really an art , 

23 

24 

25 

not a sci ence . And you 'll understand it can o f ten be 

a matter not just of putting a black line through 

somebody ' s name , but through other information that 
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1 

2 

could lead to them being identified where that person is 

entitled to anonymity . 

3 A. I found it trickier --

4 LADY SMITH: I know . It ' s difficult . I get entirely what 

5 you ' re saying . 

6 A. We already have these big blanks in our minds , so we ' re 

7 

8 

getting these documents to fill in the blanks but then 

you ' re seeing big blanks . 

9 LADY SMITH: Yeah . 

10 A. It ' s like , what? 

11 LADY SMITH : When you see a page with black blocks on it , it 

12 can look intimidating as wel l. 

13 A. Mm-hmm, yeah . 

14 LADY SMITH : You appreciate it ' s something we have to do 

15 here in the Inquiry --

16 A. Maybe change the colour . 

17 LADY SMITH : I do understand that . That ' s a point . Maybe 

18 we should give them nicer col ours . 

19 A. Yeah . 

20 MS INNES : You say that there ' s even a sheet of paper that 

21 

22 

you had written yourself as a child and things were 

redacted on it . 

23 A. Exactly . It ' s my writing . Why have you redacted my 

24 

25 

writing? That ' s really 

my own handwriting . 

no logic whatsoever . It was 
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1 Q . I' d like to move on to lessons to be learned and you 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

tell us a number of things that we should learn from 

your experience . If we can go , please , to page 63 and 

paragraph 263 , you talk there about mental health 

support and you say that your view is that it should be 

mandatory 

7 A. Mm-hmm . 

8 Q . -- for somebody who has been in care . 

9 A. And there shouldn ' t be an age cap on it . There ' s no 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

right time to when somebody ' s ready to have support or 

to be able to face their demons or whatever they ' ve got 

going on , their mental health . So when a person comes 

to the -- comes and asks for a referral for their mental 

health , the last thing they should be doing is rejecting 

it , because what ' s that doing? It ' s causing them more 

feelings of rejection . And it ' s that moment where 

they ' re asking for the help because they need it , 

because they ' re asking for it . I mean , it really annoys 

me . 

20 Q . Okay . If we move on to the next page , to page 64 and 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

paragraph 264 , you talk about a flagging system for 

people who go into hospital . Can you tell us what you 

mean by that? 

A. I have been I have been to try and 

kill myself since I was like 16 years old . I ' ve been in 
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and out , in and out , in and out of hospitals and each 

time they just let me leave and I had nowhere to go when 

I was leaving the hospital so I just ended up back into 

the hospital . 

So I think there was a mixture of things going on 

there . 

I would also get a feed and some TLC from a nurse as 

well , some tea and toast . I think there was some sort 

of looking for some l ove and affection , but then there 

was other times where I was actually trying to kill 

myself . There ' s been many times . In 2011 , just 

before -- right up until 2011 , just before I met my 

partner , a month before I met my partner , I was in 

Winchester Hospital and I was in the intensive care unit 

and I actually nearly did die . 

So it stays with you , and if you ' re -- I could have 

been dead and I could have not been here this very day 

to be able to speak about this . But none of any of that 

traumas and everything had to happen if I was 

safeguarded in the beginning . 

21 Q . Okay . Again at paragraph 266 , at the end of that 

22 

23 

24 

25 

paragraph you talk about the need to - - you ' ve heard the 

same story that you have from other care-experienced 

people and you say that they need to teach people that 

they ' re vulnerable otherwise they won ' t understand how 
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1 to safeguard themselves , as you ' ve described . 

2 A . You need to know from the very moment you ' ve had your 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

diagnosis , like your vulnerabilities to understand it 

fully so that you yourself understand your 

vulnerabilities , but then also to ensure that it ' s 

passed on if you ' re being moved to a next place and make 

sure that all those safeguarding measures are put in 

place . Especially when you ' re leaving care , that you ' re 

safeguarded as well . 

And if you have like additional support needs and 

stuff , you should be going on to adult social work . 

Shoul d have been my transition into adult social work, 

not from child into homeless and all sorts . Yeah . 

14 Q . Okay . You talk about that experience of leaving care 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

again at the bottom of this page , so paragraph 268 , 

where you say that to tell a young person that they 

can ' t get their care grant or we can ' t care for you 

because you ' re under a different Local Authority is 

wrong and you say it ' s the responsibility of the 

government . 

21 A . Yeah . Because isn ' t the government the corporate 

22 

23 

24 

25 

parent , you know, as a whole? Like doesn ' t money come 

from the same place? Like -- you ' re still in Scot l and . 

You ' re still -- you were still in care , you were 

still --
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1 LADY SMITH: It ' s not actual l y that straightforward . 

2 A . It should be . 

3 LADY SMITH : Well , now is not the time to go into 

4 

5 

an explanation of the difference between Local Authority 

finances and --

6 A . I t ' s infuriating . 

7 LADY SMITH : But I get your general point , that it all seems 

8 very complicated. 

9 A . I was still in care in that p l ace . It doesn ' t matter 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

that I might be in a different place . I was still in 

care in that place. So whether I got the money there or 

got the money where , it would still be used t he same 

way . And that ' s where I ' m meaning, you know, like 

it ' s -- it ' s still going to be used i n the same way for 

the same purpose . 

LADY SMITH : I can see and for you it looks like a race 

with too many hurdles in it and there shouldn ' t be any . 

18 A . Yeah . 

19 MS INNES : If we look at paragraph 270 , you talk about 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

I think again the allowances that you have and you say 

the system s hould teach you how to leave care and 

survi ve . Then you talk about the perception o f other 

peopl e t h inking that chi l dren in care are spoi l ed . 

24 A . Mm- hmm . 

25 Q . And you say that you think social workers should be 
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1 better at explaining what allowances are for . 

2 A. Mm- hmm . 

3 Q. Are you talking there about allowances given to carers , 

4 so , for example , foster carers , or --

5 A . No , well , you get your toiletries allowance , you get 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

your clothing al l owance -- I remember it was what was 

it , £60 you got for clothes to go and spend it . I used 

to go to New Look for my clothes . And I used to go to 

Big W for my toi l etries . And you used to get like 

a money allowance for travelling as well . 

But then you have families , parents , where like the 

families who are going , oh, my kid ' s going into care and 

they ' re like , oh yeah, but they ' re getting all this , 

because maybe if that kid was at home , the parent might 

have not been able to afford that many things , so there 

then gets like a -- an example is I know somebody 

connected with me, her son has just gone into care and 

my family have piped in and says , " Oh , this is 

a problem, they go into care and they get all these 

things and it makes the parents feel really rubbish", 

because , you know, it ' s l ike the social worker trying to 

buy their children, and that ' s the perception that comes 

from the families that aren ' t in the actual system . 

So like maybe if social work kind of were to explain 

these things better to the families , there might not --
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because it ' s like turned into a stigma that then gets 

pressured onto the likes of myself to have to explain 

what this is and it ' s not the kid ' s fault , because 

they ' re thinking oh , they ' re just going in and being 

spoilt . So like it l eaves a stigma there . And a shame 

feeling for the young person that doesn ' t really need to 

be there . 

8 Q . At paragraph 272 you talk about being moved around . So 

9 you were --

10 A . Could I just -- sorry, could I j ust say one more thing 

11 on that? 

12 LADY SMITH: Yes . Go on , ' India '. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

A . When when a when a young person has been receiving 

that in care and then they transition out of care, you 

suddenly don ' t have that and that ' s a big issue because 

suddenly they 're on benefits or like in a wee flat, if 

you ' re lucky enough to have a flat , but then you don ' t 

know how to budget your money or anything l i ke that , but 

before you had all t hese allowances . They disappear as 

soon as you leave care and that ' s kind of a problem, 

because where ' s the teaching and helping and showing . 

No , they just throw them out to the wolves and that ' s 

kind of what happens . 

Sorry, I thought that was important . 

25 LADY SMITH : No , it is a good general point , whereas a child 
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brought up with family is hopefully going to be given 

some , if not direct , indirect guidance about how to find 

the money to pay for the basics and the basics have to 

come first and money doesn ' t grow on trees or whatever 

analogy you use . 

6 A . Yeah . 

7 LADY SMITH : But I can see what you ' re saying . There is 

8 

9 

10 

11 

a risk that so long as the child has had these 

allowances , they get used to them and feel they ' re 

always going to be there and it ' s an awful shock when 

they stop . 

12 A . Yeah . 

13 LADY SMITH : If they haven ' t had it explained and they 

14 haven ' t been taught how to manage . 

15 A. Yeah . 

16 MS INNES : If we look at paragraph 272 , you talk about being 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

moved around lots of different placements and we ' ve seen 

that your experience was of moving to different 

placements . What are your reflections on that? Did 

that have an impact on you? The number of placements 

you were in? 

22 A. Yeah . It ' s a big jumbled-up mess in my head . Like 

23 

24 

25 

I have a general it it then trains you to then , 

when you leave , like I went from place to place to place 

to place , so when I ended up out of care -- signing 
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1 myse l f out of care , I ended up moving place to place to 

2 place to place to place to place until really -- I'm in 

3 - now and I never want to leave , luckily because 

4 my nana was there and I moved there . She passed there 

5 and I'm now grounded there and can' t leave there , so --

6 up until then it was like I was trained to just move , 

7 move, move , move , move . 

8 Q . You talk in this paragraph about the lack of stability 

9 

10 

11 

that comes as a result of that and that if that ' s the 

pattern of your life, as you ' ve been saying, in 

childhood, then it continues when you ' re an adult . 

12 A. I have now an embedded fear -- so now , because I haven ' t 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

had that stability to be , you know, like saving for 

deposits for houses and things like that , there ' s a l ot 

of things that are missing, being in a stable social 

housing house . I ' m now in a private rented house and 

can ' t get -- I ' m bidding on houses for social housing, 

because I have an anxiety that I ' m going to be kicked 

out and I j ust wan t to be in a house that I can stay in 

and not have the fear that I am going to have to move 

again . There ' s about 300/400 people bidding on the same 

houses . I can ' t afford to buy a house . So I have this 

constant anxiety every day, oh no, the landlord ' s going 

to kick me out and these times it ' s possible at any 

moment , you know , to happen . 
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1 So like it affects you all the way through . 

2 Q . Okay . At paragraph 273 you talk about the courses that 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

you do and you say: 

" I wonder if anyone in the government or any of the 

people who design the systems do courses ... " 

I think you talk about teaching about person- centred 

care, so not just people who are working in the system 

but people who are perhaps designing the system or 

organising it . 

10 A . That are in charge of actually like putting the funding 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

out , doing like what -- how things are supposed to be 

run , how this happens , how that happens , and actually 

seeing that it -- that that looks like a person-centred 

approach, because nothing seems to look like 

a person-centred approach . They ' re thinking 

everything seems to go down to purse strings in not just 

social work , every system, it ' s all normally down to 

purse strings . But it ' s not looking at how does this 

affect , you know, the person itself? What does the 

person need? What does the person want? Which -- if 

you ' re designing a system that ' s for a specific type of 

person or vulnerable people , then you should be thinking 

about how those things affect the people that the 

system ' s supposed to be designed for . 

And I have -- I ' ve done so many courses educating 
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myself on how things should be done and person- centred 

approach and, you know -- and it talks about like 

safeguarding and all that stuff and I ' m like all these 

peopl e that were supposed to be safeguarding me , did any 

of t hem do any of these courses , you know? Is anybody 

doing these courses? Because it seems pretty 

straightforward to me and I ' m like -- what? It doesn ' t 

make sense . 

9 Q . Okay . You talk at paragraph 274 about it being 

10 

11 

12 

13 

beneficial to get care leavers to assist , to speak to 

government . You say that you feel that the government 

aren ' t good at listening to the experience of people wh o 

have been in care . 

14 A . I think sometimes -- there ' s different parts of 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

government , there ' s different parts of , like , areas , but 

I think sometimes it 's felt like , oh , a threat rather 

than , oh , actually this information could -- you know, 

it ' s not -- I had a meeting with an official person , it 

was a work meeting -- it 's just an example . I had 

a work meeting with an official person and it was to 

speak about care leavers in Aberdeenshire and the 

response I got , rather than to listen to what I was 

saying , was , " Don ' t you see what we ' re doing? We ' ve got 

this , we ' ve got that", pretty much , "We ' re doing a good 

job". And it ' s like that ' s working for the ones who --
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you know, that maybe don ' t have additional support needs 

or that are maybe not as vulnerable , that they maybe got 

a bit more lucky . But what about the ones that are 

falling through the gaps? There are ones that are 

falling through the gaps . There ' s a different way to 

work for them . You know , like you need to think outside 

the box rather than doing it just one way for one set of 

care leavers , but what about the ones that can ' t -- the 

ones that can ' t communicate with social workers , because 

the stigma and the . .. against the social workers . 

Having having - - you know , listening to 

organisations that have care leavers that are willing 

to , you know, be a go between to kind of support the 

branch between the social work and the care leaver who 

is struggling . So when I speak to a care leaver who is 

struggling, I ' m very big on explaining to them that , you 

know , every social worker goes into the job with every 

expectation they want to make a change and everything 

like that , but at the end of the day they ' re just 

a person and they ' ve got red tape , so it ' s not always 

that they ' re doing something wrong and you ' re angry at 

them . It ' s the red tape . So like I try to kind of 

soften it and try and get them to engage more by 

explaining how it works really . Yeah . 

Did that make sense? 
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1 LADY SMITH: Absolutely , yes. 

2 A . Okay . 

3 MS INNES : You talk about this issue at paragraph 275, where 

4 

5 

6 

7 

you talk about the red tape that social workers face and 

you feel that -- if we go to the top of t h e next page -

it stops social workers from being abl e to be 

compassionate . 

8 A. Mm- hmm . 

9 Q . From what you ' ve just been saying, you know, the peopl e 

10 

11 

that are falling through the gaps are perhaps the people 

who are the most vulnerable and need the most support . 

12 A. Mm- hmm . 

13 Q. But if there have been issues with social work before or 

14 

15 

16 

if they ' ve not been believed, for example , if they ' ve 

suffered abuse , these would all create barriers to them 

getting 

17 A. Trust . 

18 Q . Yeah , barriers to trust . Okay . 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

Just finally , if we go to page 68 , please , and 

paragraph 278 , you talk about the word " survivor" and 

you say there that you don ' t l ike that word and you say 

"surthriver". 

23 A . Yeah . 

24 Q. Can you tell us about that? 

25 A . The wor d sur vivor makes you sound like and feel like 
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a victim, so a surthriver, you ' re thriving through the 

trauma and abuse . I prefer surthriver . It feels a bit 

more empowering . 

4 LADY SMITH: Yes , I can see that . It sounds like a good 

5 word . 

6 A . Yeah . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

MS INNES : ' India ', I don ' t have any more questions for you . 

As you know , we have your whole statement and that forms 

part of your evidence to the Inquiry , which has all been 

looked at carefully as well . 

There are no applications , my Lady . 

12 LADY SMITH: Are there any outstanding applications for 

13 

14 

15 

questions of ' India ' ? 

That does complete a l l the questions we have for 

you . 

16 A . Thank you . 

17 LADY SMITH : Thank you so much for coming today to talk to 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

us in addition to having given us your detailed 

statement , which of course I ' ve read and forms part of 

your evidence . You ' ve been able to tell us a lot of 

your reflections general l y on the system, which has been 

very interesting, ' India ', thank you for that . I ' m now 

able to l et you go and relax . 

24 A . Thank you . 

25 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 
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1 (The witness withdrew) 

2 LADY SMITH : Ms Innes . 

3 MS INNES : My Lady, we do have read-in evidence but I wonder 

4 

5 

6 

if it might be appropriate to take the mid- morning break 

a little bit earlier and then we can perhaps start 

a little bit earl ier . 

7 LADY SMITH : Move to the read-ins after that , I think we ' ll 

do that . 8 

9 Thank you very much . I 'll rise now for the break . 

10 (11 . 22 am) 

11 (A short break) 

12 (11 .44 am) 

13 LADY SMITH : Ms Rattray . 

14 ' George ' (read) 

15 MS RATTRAY : My Lady, we have read-in statements . The first 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

of those is in relation to the cypher FWF and is 

a statement of an applicant who has the pseudonym 

' George '. His statement is at WIT . 001 . 002 . 7370 . 

' George ' was in the care of North Lanarkshire 

Council . He was in a foster placement with FWH-FWI 

FWH-FWI in Coatbridge from - 2001 to 

22 - 2001 . 

23 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

24 MS RATTRAY : "My name is ' George '. I was born in 1984 . My 

25 contact details are known to the Inquiry . 
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I was born in Yorkhill Hospital , Glasgow. I was the 

eldest of four children . My sister was born in 1986, my 

brother in 1987 , my sister in 1988 . I also have 

a half- brother and a half- sister and a stepsister . 

My father was a merchant sailor and his uncle ran 

restaurants and casinos in Gl asgow . He met my mother in 

Glasgow . 

I lived in Greece for a period of time when I was 

young . When we moved back to Scotland we lived in 

Glasgow . My father was not particularly nice towards my 

mother , me and my brother and sisters . There was 

domestic viol ence . 

I thought it was a normal behaviour at the time . 

I remember my mum and dad shouting and people getting 

hit and things getting flung through windows . It was 

always my toys like my boat and my aeroplane that got it 

from my father . He flung them off the verandah ." 

From paragraphs 5 to 22 , ' George ' provides a further 

subscription of his life before care . The police were 

involved in some of the incidents of domestic violence . 

When ' George ' was aged three or four , his mother made 

his father leave with the assistance of the police and 

' George ' and his sibl ings stayed with their mother . His 

mother had a breakdown and his father handed the 

children to the social work department but their aunt 
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stepped in to care for them . 

The children then moved to Coatbridge with their 

mother where she thought they would be safer as 

' George ' s ' father had tried to abduct him and take him 

back to Greece . At school , ' George ' was bullied but 

fought back . This led to him being expelled from high 

school . ' George ' says he was becoming unruly . He says 

that one day he was attacked by a football team with 

bricks and bottles . ' George ' grabbed one of his 

attacker ' s open penknife to prevent them from using it . 

He says he punched one of the boys with the knife in his 

hand, think ing the b l ade was pointing the opposite way , 

but it stabbed him . He says he was found guilty of 

serious assault with a weapon and admitted to Pine Court 

Children ' s Unit in Cumbernauld when he was aged about 13 

or 14 . 

From paragraphs 23 to 88 , ' George ' describes his 

experiences at Pine Court . I ' m moving now to 

paragraph 89 : 

" I had to leave Pine Court because I was 16 . Pine 

Court closed a few months after I left . 

I went from Pine Court to live with FWH-FWI on 

- 2001 . was a member of staff in 

in Coatbridge where my sister was in care 

and she worked as 
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originally wanted a girl who was in 

- Children ' s Home to be her foster daughter , but 

that wasn ' t approved and so she took me instead . 

I was offered the option of going to a homeless unit 

or going to FWH-FWI and I was happy to go there 

because - was friendly with the girl who I was also 

friendly with and she seemed all right . 

used to drink and smoke with the girl, even though she 

was only 15 years old. 

FWH-FWI had a five-year-old son . They also had 

a daughter who had a son and who was a heroin addict . 

Things were good to begin with . They let me get 

posters for my bedroom . They let me decorate my bedroom 

before they started renovating the house . Once they saw 

how well I did , they got me to decorate other rooms in 

the house for them . I enjoyed doing it . 

My boss picked me up in his van at 7 am and I worked 

as a subcontractor with him fitting PVC windows and 

doors . I started doing this when I was in Pine Court . 

I was supposed to go to the behaviour unit but I went to 

work instead. A contract taxi was sent to collect me 

every day but I told the driver to mark it down on the 

sheet that I had gone and that he had dropped me off at 

Viewpark . I wanted to make money to save up for when 

I left Pine Court . I was thinking of going to Greece. 
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Within a couple of months of my arrival , FWH-FWI 

undertook major renovations at the property . I think 

this was being paid for by the Social Services . 

FWH-FWI I be l ieve received a substantial payment to 

take me . They never had any money and all of a sudden 

they coul d afford to do major renovations . I helped by 

fitting PVC doors and windows . They changed it from 

a three-bedroomed house to a two-bedroomed house with 

a dining room, so I didn ' t have my own room after the 

renovations were finished . 

It was always - I spoke to . It was up and down 

with her . If I asked her to get me anything she told me 

to buy it out of my wages . I paid rent of £25 per week . 

They said this was to teach me responsibility . 

I cooked for myself . I bought my own food and 

FWH-FWI cooked it . didn ' t need to discipline me . 

I had a girlfriend . She was the sister of one of my 

friends . We were planning to run away and get married 

when I turned 16 . We were together for years . Her mum 

hated me for being a Catholic . 

I didn ' t bring friends home or the police to the 

door . 

FWH-FWI had arranged a holiday to Ibiza . 

I wanted to go on holiday but I didn ' t want to go away 

with Mr - because I knew what he was like with 
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a drink in him . He was always quiet and grumpy, but 

with a drink in him he had the potential to get 

physical . Social work wouldn ' t give them the extra 

funding because I wouldn ' t go . FWH-FWI weren ' t 

happy about this . It was all to do with the money for 

them . 

On a Friday and Saturday night FWH-FWI partied 

in the living room and they would shout at me for having 

my girlfriend in because she wore a Rangers strip . 

Their moods changed when they drank . 1111111 friends 

would come around and drink vodka . The house was like 

a smoking and drinking den . I was an impressionabl e 

teenager , so I found this behaviour to be strange . 

One night brother came into my room 

and tried to grab my girlfriend ' s scarf , which had 

a Prince of Orange on it . I grabbed it before he could 

get it . He went mental and went to grab me butlllll 

stopped him . 

I don ' t recall visits from a social worker . My 

sister and brother visited sometimes . didn ' t like 

my sister visiting because she had worked with my sister 

in the children ' s home and she didn ' t want the rest o f 

the children knowing about her personal life . 

I was there a few months and one day I came to the 

door and the husband told me to get a van to collect my 
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stuff or else he would bite my nose off . As soon as the 

house was renovated I was out the door . He told me they 

didn ' t want me there any more because I was running 

around with the Protestant mob . He said I deliberately 

detached myself from them . It really annoyed them that 

I didn ' t want to go on holiday with them . He told me to 

get my gear and to beat it . I asked him where I was 

supposed to go and he sai d he didn ' t care as long as 

I didn ' t come back. I thought foster fami l ies were 

supposed to be caring people . 

I phoned my friend and told him not to pick me up 

for work the following day because I wouldn ' t be there . 

He brought round his van and loaded up all my stuff . He 

put all my stuff in his garage . I was at my mum's house 

and the police called because had put in 

a complaint and I was charged with the destruction of 

private property. This never went anywhere . I never 

found out what it was about . There were a lot of things 

I got charged with and I never found out what they were 

about . 

The house was sol d wi thin months of me leaving . 

I stayed at my mum ' s for a couple of weeks . When 

I left my mum ' s I spent a couple of weeks in a homeless 

unit but it was raided by the police who were looking 

for heroin and I recognised some of the policemen ' s 
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faces so I left . This was in 

Coatbridge and it was run by North Lanarkshire Council , 

it was unisex but it was mainly older men with drug and 

alcohol problems . 

I got a private let flat and continued to work for 

UPVC and plant hire . When I was 17 I decided to 

disappear off radar as I had split up from my girlfriend 

and there was nothing but trouble for me . I had been 

through the thick of it . 

I bought a van in a friend ' s name and got a carpet 

and upholstery cleaning business set up . I drove to 

Dunfermline and Fife to clean carpets and upholstery . 

I was able to pay rent and all my bills without being on 

the systems . I wasn ' t claiming benefits . There would 

be no way of connecting me to anything . I didn ' t have 

any contact with anybody for 18 months . Nobody could 

come and grab me because they didn ' t know where I was . 

I lived in private let flats but I didn ' t put my own 

name on the paperwork . Nobody knew where I was . I was 

at my happiest because nobody knew where I was . My 

objective was to keep myself safe so that I could be 

there for my brother and sisters . My mum and sister 

reported me missing a year and a half before the police 

located me . 

Eventually Cumbernauld police found me and I got in 
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touch with my mother . I needed to be there for my 

brother and sisters . My sister was in 

Children ' s Home and my brother was in 

Children ' s Home in Airdrie . My mother got no support at 

all . They just put them into the care system. They 

spent a l ot of money putting them through the care 

system and that money could have been used to support my 

mother . As soon as my brother and sister turned 16 they 

went straight back to my mother . 

I got back into college and tried to better myself . 

I attended Glasgow School of Building and completed 

an HND in construction and design of furniture . I tried 

to find a solution to get to where I needed to be . The 

man who was top of the design department helped me to 

get into interior design at Caledonian University . 

I was living in my own semi-detached villa in 

Cumbernauld . Around this time my girlfriend got 

pregnant . The baby was black when it was born so it 

wasn ' t mine . I hit alcohol quite badly as a result of 

this and I was sectioned when I was 22 years old because 

I tried to take my own life . I now have tattoos to 

cover the scars . This wasn ' t a life . It was a constant 

fight . I t was a combination of things that led to the 

breakdown . 

I haven ' t had many sexual partners because I am wary 
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of relationships . I pushed it all back five years ago 

when I met my partner . Her daughter was two and a half 

when we met . She became my stepdaughter and we had our 

own daughter . They are the reason why I have to make 

sure I am 100 per cent healthy and happy and able to 

take care of them . 

Unfortunately I am now separated from my partner and 

am trying to establish contact with my natural daughter . 

I don ' t want my children to know that l ife in care 

even exists . I would put them in a bubble if I could . 

It isn ' t necessary to hit children . You need to sit 

them down and explain to them what they have done wrong 

so that they understand . 

I have had support from Fiona Cameron . She was 

involved with an organisation called Who Cares? 

Scotland. This is an organisation that supports 

children who are leaving the care system into adulthood . 

I had an excellent rapport with her when I was under 1 6 . 

She was based in Bellshill at the time . I used to write 

articles for their newsletter and she tried to support 

me . After I disappeared and I came out of hospita l age 

22 or 23 , they refused to help me . 

I have been begging GPs for 10 years for 

a psychotherapist to work through things with me . 

I have flashbacks and nightmares where I think I am 
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being attacked . I have been prescribed medication for 

PTSD . I would like help and it would help my family . 

I was given eight one-hour sessions with Lifelink . 

I attended twice and then they cancelled two and told me 

I had only three sessions left , so I stopped going . 

I was given helpl ine numbers by them but when 

I tried to contact somebody to get help the offices were 

either closed or they were premium numbers . 

I have only told my GP about what has happened to me 

in care . 

I put in a mandate letter seven or eight years ago 

to Coatbridge social work department for access to all 

my records , but I never received a response . " 

Moving now to paragraph 124 : 

" Foster carers use children like cheques . This 

needs to stop . A lot of wrong decisions are being made 

by the wrong people . 

A majority of the children I grew up with in the 

children ' s unit are now dead . Some killed themselves 

and some died . 

I am estranged from my brother . We were not the way 

brothers should be . It all stems from my time in care . 

I t is getting to the 20-year mark since I was in 

care and I believe that I can make a freedom of 

information request to see what exactly was written down 
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and what their reasons were and why . 

The last I heard of she was working for 

Barnardo ' s . 

My youngest sister didn ' t go into the care system 

and she ' s now an accountant . I rely on her to watch my 

back and be my emotional stone and that ' s not right 

because I ' m her big brother . I believe I am closest to 

my youngest sister because she wasn ' t in care . 

I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 

' George ' signed his statement on 1 August 2019 . 

14 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

15 ' Emanuel ' (read) 

16 MS RATTRAY : My Lady, the next read-in is with the cypher 

17 
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FDU and it ' s a statement of an applicant who has the 

pseudonym ' Emanuel '. 

His statement is at WIT . 001 . 002 . 7020 . ' Emanuel ' was 

in the care of Central Regional Council . He was in 

three foster placements . 

The first with in Tillicoultry from 

23 - 1995 to - 1995 . 

24 The second with Mr and Mrs - in Falkirk from 

25 - 1995 until - 1995 . 
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The third with - and 

from - 1998 until - 1998 . 

in Grangemouth 

- family home was in Bannockburn and the 

Bannockburn social work office managed his care . 

Accordingly it is likely that the successor authority is 

Stirl ing Council . However, both Falkirk Council and 

Stirling Council have provided records and accordingly 

it may be that Falkirk Council also have an interest . 

9 LADY SMITH: That ' s ' Emanuel ' s ' family? 

10 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

11 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

12 MS RATTRAY : Yes , it ' s a reference to where he was living 
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when he was first taken into care . 

" My name is ' Emanuel '. I was born in 1985 . My 

contact details are known to the Inquiry . " 

From paragraphs 2 to 6 , ' Emanuel ' speaks of his life 

before care . He lived with his parents and two younger 

siblings in Stirl ing . His parents were abusive . The 

social work departmen t were involved with the family . 

' Emanuel' says that he tried to tell them what was going 

on but he didn ' t know how . He was afraid of what his 

father would do . ' Emanuel ' s ' behaviour began to get out 

of control . He was running away a lot . 

Moving to paragraph 7 on page 2 : 

" I can ' t really remember what happened when I was 
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taken into care . One of my social workers took me to 

a foster home . I don ' t remember the name of the social 

worker . I think I was about nine years old the first 

time I went into care . 

When I first arrived at the foster home I was 

introduced to the foster carer, She was 

aged about 30 or 40 . 1111111 had an adopted daughter and 

another foster child, a boy . The adopted daughter was 

about nine years old and I think the foster boy was 

maybe five or six . When I first met everyone I just 

told them ' f-off '. I went to my room and cried . llill 
came to see me . She was quite supportive at first and 

told me that she understood why I was upset but I just 

had to be there . 

Her daughter did a lot of Highland dancing 

competitions . She tried to teach me but I didn ' t like 

17 it . I would have to go to the competitions with her and 

18 1111· I didn ' t like this either . 
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I didn ' t really get on with the foster boy . I thi n k 

this was because he was younger and very quiet . 

The house had three bedrooms . I shared a room with 

the daughter . There were bunk beds in my room . I had 

a chest of drawers in the room for my clothes . I had my 

own clothes that I brought with me . 

I was at the foster home for a couple of weeks 
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before I was told why I was in care . The reason was 

that my mum couldn ' t cope with my behaviour . I didn ' t 

understand . I had pals that were doing a lot worse than 

me who weren ' t in care . 

I would normally get up around half seven for 

a school day . It would normally be llilll that woul d get 

me up . After having a shower I would make my bed then 

go downstairs for breakfast . I never slept well . Even 

now I don ' t sleep wel l . 

I would be given supper before going to bed . This 

would be a hot chocolate and toast or a pop tart . 

Bedtime was at 7 or 8 each night . lilalhad a thing that 

if she had to ask you three times to do something it 

would mean going to bed 15 minutes earlier . 

I used to read books in bed . There was also 

a television in the room that I could watch . 

I went to the same primary school . I had to get 

a taxi there and back . 

After school I wou ld do my homework . llilll would 

help me with this if I needed it . 

I went to the Boys ' Brigade in Stirling . This was 

the same group I had been at when I lived with my mum . 

I had to stop going when my mum started to take my 

brother to this group . I wasn ' t allowed to see my mum 

so I had to move to the group at Tillicoultry, this 
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upset me as I had my own pals at Stirling . I didn't 

know anyone at the other group . I ended up not going 

anymore . 

- woul d take me swimming and to the pictures . 

I didn ' t really have any friends when I was at the 

foster home . I didn ' t like where I was . I did 

eventually get used to it . 

There was a selection of things to eat for 

breakfast . You could have cereal , porridge and toast, 

basically what you wanted within reason . 

If I was at school I would have my lunch there . 

You were given different things for your tea . We 

would get pizza, spaghetti bolognese or curry. -

would always ask you what you wanted for tea and then 

cook it . Every week the daughter, the foster boy and me 

were allowed to pick a carry out to have for tea . We 

would take it in turns each week to choose what we had . 

There was any never issues at mealtimes . The food 

was good and there was always an option . 

I was expected to help out in the house with the 

chores . This would be things like tidying my room or 

doing the hoovering . 

I had a shower every day . This was usually in the 

morning unless I had overslept . If this happened 

I would shower at night . I wasn ' t allowed to lock the 
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door in case something happened . There were no issues 

with having a bath or shower . 

If I needed the doctor, ll1itlll would have made 

an appointment for me . It was the same with the 

dentist . I can ' t remember if I ever went to the 

doctors . 

I was taken on some day trips to places like the 

zoo . 

I had some of my teddies and my games console with 

me . I kept these in my room . There were never any 

issues with anyone taking them or anything else like 

that. 

The social work would visit me every fortnight . 

This meeting would either take place in the house or 

I would be taken out by the social worker to a cafe in 

Bannockburn . I felt that I could speak to my social 

worker . When things started to happen to me in the 

f oster home I was too frightened to speak about it. 

I always thought someone would walk in or llillll would 

turn up at the meeting . In hindsight I wish now that 

I had spoken with my social worker . 

I would see my brother at school. My sister was 

only three so I never saw as much of her . There was 

a contact centre I was taken to . This is where I would 

be allowed to have contact with my brother and sister. 
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This maybe happened every fortnight . 

I would see my mum occasionally . Sometimes she 

would make arrangements for my brother and sister to 

come and see me . This would be either at the social 

work department or the contact centre . My mum would 

cancel these meetings at short notice if she was drunk . 

Within 14 days of arriving there was a review of my 

foster care with ... This was carried out by the 

social work . It was agreed that there woul d be another 

meeting three months later . There was normally a social 

worker , llill my mum and me at these reviews . I think 

that my father was in prison by this time . 

After the second meeting it was agreed again to 

extend my foster care by another three months . I then 

started to play up and running away . This was also when 

16 llill started to abuse me . She didn ' t seem happy that 

17 I was still going to be with her . 

18 I did get asked at the reviews why I wasn ' t happy in 
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foster care . I just said that I was unhappy at being 

away from my family . 

When I ran away , it would normally be the police or 

the duty social worker who would take me back to - . 

I was never asked why I was running away . 

I wet the bed a couple of times . llillwould get me 

to take the sheets off , I would go for a bath or shower 
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1 whilst llill sorted the bed . Ilia never made a big thing 

2 about it . 

3 After the second review meeting I started to say to 

4 llill that I didn ' t want to stay with her . That ' s when 

5 she started to hit me . The first time I think I had 
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called her a stupid cow . She slapped me on the face 

because of this . I ran to my bedroom . ff1W &ollowed me 

up and started to hit me with one of my slippers . The 

slipper had a rubber sole . She hit me all over the 

body . It lasted about five minutes . When she stopped 

hitting me just left my room and went downstairs. 

The next day I was covered in bruises , I had bruises on 

my stomach , arms and legs . 

I ran away because of the beating . I went to 

friends of mine . The police came and picked me up 

around 10 at night . If I had ran away it was usually 

the same police officers who picked me up . They never 

asked why I had run away. I never said anything to 

them . I knew they wou ldn ' t believe me . 

About a month later , flilll assaulted me again in my 

bedroom . We had been through to Greenock for one of he r 

daughter ' s dancing competition s . I met one of my dad ' s 

family when we were there . He had a go at me for 

sticking my dad in when he had been hitting me . I ended 

up running away to look for me and 
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this meant that her daughter missed her dancing 

competition . The police eventually found me about nine 

that night . - had to pick me up from the police . On 

the journey back , her daughter was kicking the back of 

my chair because she had missed her competition . •ffW 
was shouting at me as wel l . I ended up hitting her 

daughter . This made things worse with llllll 

When I arrived back at the house I ran upstairs to 

my room. llllll came in and started to hit me with her 

hands all over my body . She tried to take my clothes 

off and was holding my hands above my head . She started 

to try and rub her breasts in my face . llllll attempted 

to put my penis in her mouth . I tried to push her away . 

I hit her a couple of times to make her stop. She 

eventually got off me and left the room . This was the 

last time that she tried anything with me . 

I never saw llillmistreat any of the other children 

in the house . I was out of the house a lot because 

I had to travel back and forward to Bannockburn for 

school . 

I tol d my friend at school about what had happened 

to me . I didn ' t tel l anyone else at the time. I didn ' t 

think anyone woul d be l ieve me . 

In 2011 I spoke with the police and reported what 

had happened to me with llilll 

74 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

- was going to be moving into another house . She 

asked if I would help with the decorating . After this 

I thought that I would be with llilll for a while . 

My behaviour was starting to get worse . I was also 

hitting llill a lot . I don ' t think- could cope with 

me . I was told by my social worker that because of this 

I was to move to another foster family . 

My social worker came to pick me up from - · 

I was then taken to my new foster parents, Mr and 

Mrs -

I think I was either 10 or 11 when I moved . The 

12 - stayed at Camelon . It was just an ordinary 

13 house . There were two bedrooms . The - had their 

14 own children who were grown up and had left home . 

15 I called Mr and Mrs - by their first names . 

16 I can ' t remember now what their names were . 
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My brother was moved in with me at the - · 

Me and my brother shared a room . We had bunk beds . I t 

was good to have a sort of family unit , although my 

brother was a bit of a stranger to me . I did feel 

safer . I knew my brother wasn ' t going to bully me . It 

was more likely that I would bully him. 

The routine with the - was much the same as 

with 1111 
I was moved school to another primary school . I was 
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nervous as I had to make new friends . I just had to get 

on with it . I did eventually make some new friends at 

school . I think that it helped with my brother being at 

the same school as me . 

Mr - would take us swimming , he also took us 

to the cinema, zoo and snooker . 

My brother used to wet the bed . The - just 

dealt with this . They would change the sheets and tell 

my brother to have a shower . It was never a big issue . 

We went on holiday to Blackpool . This would be for 

a week in October . 

When we were in Blackpool I did something wrong . 

I can ' t remember what this was , just that the 

weren ' t pleased . They said that they would be 

contacting the social work when we returned home . This 

led to me being moved again . 

I ran away a couple of times . One of these times 

was when I was at Blackpool . The police found me and 

took me back . 

The - told me that they wanted me to stay 

with them but I was too hard work. I understand this 

now . I was bullying my brother quite badly and I was 

very difficul t to look after . 

I was at school one day when my social worker came 

to see me . The social worker had my belongings . They 
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told me that I wasn ' t going back to the - as they 

were struggling to cope with my behaviour . At that 

point I was very anxious . I liked them a lot . 

I suppose that they had to do what was right for them . 

I didn ' t see my brother u ntil I went back to school 

the following week . 

I was taken to Orkney Place Children 's Home in 

Falkirk . I think that I was 11 when I moved to Orkney 

Place ." 

From paragraph 61 to 121 ' Emanuel ' describes his 

experiences in Orkney Children ' s Home , Falkirk Secondary lnst,tut, 

Secondary lnst,tutions - to be published la 

Moving to paragraph 122 on page 20 : 

" I was 12 years old when I moved in with - and 

They stayed in Grangemouth . - and 

16 - were both in their 50s . They already had two 
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foster children staying with them along with their own 

two children . I had my own room. 

I only stayed there about three months . 

In my spare time I played football , rugby and went 

swimming . 

I wasn ' t allowed to go on holiday with the -

because of my behaviour . When they went on ho l iday for 

a week I had to go into a Barnardo ' s home at Falkirk . 

I wasn ' t allowed to go to school . I think that this 
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was due to my behavioural problems . At that time I was 

quite disruptive . 

I was only in foster care on this occasion for about 

three months . The decision to move me from foster care 

was made at a children ' s panel meeting . I was at this 

meeting . Secondary lnst1tut1ons - to be published later 

Secondary lnst1tut1ons - to be published later The -

were foster carers and didn ' t have the specialist 

training to support me . I wasn ' t happy with this 

decision . The children ' s panel never listened to me . 

They always went with what the social work said . I was 

told that I was going to Aycl iffe Young People ' s Centre 

near Durham . I didn ' t want to go there . I wanted to 

stay in Scotl and . Aycliffe was apparently a specialist 

unit but I was still under the care of the Local 

Authority in Scotland . 

When I went back to the - after the meeting 

I was in a bad mood . I thought that the - didn ' t 

want me to stay, even although they said that they did . 

I ended up threatening - within a knife . - took 

the knife off me and shouted at me . I thought he was 

going to hit me but he d i dn ' t . When it all calmed down 

I apologised to - I said to - that I thought he 

was going to hit me . - said he would never do that 

and he was only angry because of what I did to -
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- andllll appealed the decision to move me on 

my behalf . This was unsuccessful . 

A month before I left the - I was taken for 

a visit to Aycliffe . I met some of the staff and some 

of the young people who were there . I thought that it 

l ooked okay . 

My social worker Pat Priest drove me down to 

Aycliffe when I moved there . I had some clothes with 

me . I also had my NES computer ." 

From paragraph 133 ' Emanuel ' describes his 

experiences in other care settings Secondary lnslttut1ons -

Secondary lnst1tut1ons - to be He speaks of his life after care and 

impact , all of which have to be understood in the 

context of his overall experiences rather than 

specifically foster care . For this reason , I ' ll move to 

paragraph 228 on page 37 : 

" I think it is difficult to make people accountable 

unless they hold their hands up. I hope the people that 

did things to me are brought to justice . I think the 

chances of this happening are slim unless others say 

what happened to them as wel l. 

I have no objecti on to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 
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1 ' Emanuel ' signed his statement on 4 July 2019 . 

2 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

3 ' Richard ' (read) 

4 MS RATTRAY : The next read- in we have is in relation to the 

5 

6 

pseudonym ERV . I t ' s a statement of an applicant who has 

the pseudonym ' Richard '. His statement is at --

7 LADY SMITH : The cypher is ERV and the pseudonym is 

8 ' Richard ' ? 

9 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

10 

11 

12 

13 

His statement is at WIT-1-000000905 . 

' George ' was in the care of Highland Council , he was 

in two foster placements , the first was with - and 

in Invergordon from 

14 LADY SMITH : Sorry , can I just confirm the right pseudonym 

15 here is ' Richard ', is it? 

16 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

17 LADY SMITH : Not ' George ' ? 

18 MS RATTRAY : Not ' George ', no . 

19 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

20 MS RATTRAY : I may have at some stage got --

21 LADY SMITH : You just said ' George '. Just to get it right . 

22 MS RATTRAY : My apologies , my apologies . 

23 LADY SMITH: No , don ' t worry . That ' s fine . 

24 MS RATTRAY : Yes , it is ' Richard ' . 

25 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 
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1 MS RATTRAY : ' Richard ' was in the care of Highland Council . 

2 He was in two foster placements . The first with - and 

3 i n Invergordon from 2004 to 

4 - 2004 . 
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The second was with in Nairn from 

2004 to 2004 when ' Richard ' then 

moved to Coulpark Children ' s Home . 

" My name is 'Richard' . I was born in 1991. My 

contact details are known to the Inquiry. " 

From paragraph 2 to 22 , ' Richard ' describes his life 

before care . Growing up in Inverness with his mother, 

younger sister and t he man he had believed to be his 

father . He said his resen tmen t built towards h im after 

he was told that he was not his dad . He began to rebel. 

There was an incident where his father had been 

restraining him and - went to school the next day 

with a carpet burn across his face . The police were 

invol ved and he was taken into care . He recalls he was 

aged 12 and in the first year of h igh school . 

I ' m moving now to paragraph 10 on page 3 : 

" After t he incident and the examination I went to my 

first foster home . The social work took me to a go-kart 

track and they explained that I would be staying with 

a family for a couple of nights , then they took me to 

Invergordon . I had the feeling that it would be longer 
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than that because of the circumstances involved . 

The couple were and They had 

terriers . They stayed in Invergordon but 

I can ' t remember their exact address . They stayed in 

a cottage . I don ' t know their ages but they were 

getting on . They were strict but they treated me very 

well . I don ' t know if they worked but I do remember one 

of them being out the house for a period of time during 

the day . I can ' t remember which one . 

and - had a son who stayed up a set of 

creaky stairs in an extension room they had put onto the 

house . He was about 15 or 16 . I can ' t remember his 

name . I remember he had a lot of freedom . He could 

come and go . They had another foster boy there . He 

came three to four weeks after I got there . I can ' t 

remember his name . 

I was there for about four months . I spent my 13th 

birthday there . We went to a in Edinburgh 

on my birthday . I think there were four bedrooms in the 

house . I had my own bedroom, then they promoted me up 

the creaky stairs because their son , I think he was 

adopted , had left . 

While I was there, I carried on going to Millburn 

Academy . It cost £80 a day in a taxi there and back . 

25 - would waken me in the morning but I would argue as 
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I hated getting up but basically I played ball . When 

I was at my mother ' s she stayed 

from the school and I was regularly late . 

The I were very stable people . They weren ' t 

just doing it for the money , they did care . They made 

me feel l ike I was part of the family . They took me 

shopping for clothes and told me to pick what I wanted 

as they weren ' t paying for it , the social work were . 

They were trying not to make me feel bad about it . 

I did chores when I was there , bringing in the coal , 

stoking the fire , cleaning my room and walking the dogs . 

I remember when I was there it snowed heavily . I l oved 

the snow. I had a big thick jacket on , shoes that kept 

me warm, gloves and a hat on . I was thinking I could 

15 just take off home and tell them how much I missed 

16 living at home , but I thought that would be betraying 

17 - and 

18 I felt resentment towards my mum as she didn ' t come 

19 
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and see me on my birthday . She sent my little sister 

instead . This was the day before my birthday. The 

social work brought her through . I told them I wanted 

to go home so they wanted to reassure me and show me 

a familiar face . I got visits from the social work 

every three or three and a half weeks . I had a lot of 

social workers even before going into care , I can ' t 
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remember names . 

On my birthday we went to the in 

Edinburgh . We just stayed the day and drove back up . 

They were showing their dogs . I ' m sure they won 

a rosette . I must have been there for Christmas but 

I don ' t remember . I must have a mental block . 

I had my own personal possessions while I was there . 

I had Bionics , which was a brand of toy, and Lego . They 

had a PC and I was a l lowed to use it . I remember 

playing a game on it called Age of Empires . I enjoyed 

taking the dogs out ... and just getting away from 

everything . 

From Invergordon I went to another foster placement 

in Nairn, on the seafront . I was taken there to see it 

but told them I would rather stay in Invergordon . 

However I was told that the - contract had 

expired . I believe they tried to extend their contract 

but couldn ' t . 

The house in Nairn was right on the seafront . It 

was a house with a long front garden 

that looked on the 

front . The woman ' s name was also - and her husband ' s 

name started with an . but I can ' t remember it or their 

surname . I was there for about three weeks . 

I shared a room with another boy who was in care . 
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I think there was a year between us . I can ' t remember 

if he was older or younger . We had bunk beds in our 

room . There were another two boys there that were 

fostered . They shared a room but they got on well . 

I can ' t remember their names . 

I was still going to Mil l burn Academy by taxi . It 

wasn ' t as far from Nairn as it was from Invergordon . 

I remember - got me a big snowboarders jacket and 

I would throw it under the stairs at school . I didn ' t 

want to be seen in it . I would go and get it at 3 . 30 

when I finished school . I was acting out . I started to 

smoke cannabis with my friends so that I would sleep 

when I got back to Nairn . I had been doing okay at 

school . I was even going to drama class , but then 

I began not to care . 

The boy who I shared a room with continually exposed 

himself and masturbated . It made me feel very 

uncomfortable . I kept telling him to stop it or I woul d 

tell - but he kept doing it so I hit him . I told _ 

who told him to stop it . I got the vibe that she wasn ' t 

overl y shocked about it . 

I left that night and planned to walk from Nairn to 

I nverness , which is 12 or 13 miles . I got to four mil es 

from Inverness and saw a telephone box , so I called my 

granny and reversed the charges . She went mad . The 
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1 police picked me up and took me back to the station . 

2 - and her husband came and picked me up and gave me 
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a bollocking . I told the social work why I left . 

I don ' t think anything happened to the boy but I was 

moved the next day or the day after . I was moved from 

there to Coul park Children ' s Home . I was still 13 . 

I didn ' t like the place in Nairn . - husband 

went to work and came home and said hello . That was it . 

He made no effort to make you feel comfortable . There 

was me and another three foster children . I think -

was doing it for the money, whereas the 

weren ' t ." 

From paragraph 27 , ' Richard ' speaks of his 

experiences in other care settings and his life after 

care . As the impact of his experiences on him have to 

be understood in the context of his overall experiences , 

I will move now to paragraph 74 on page 18 . 

" I have been told they are now using children who 

were in care in children ' s panels now . That ' s a good 

idea because they ' ve lived that life , even though 

I think they are mol l ycoddled in care today . 

I have no objecti on to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the I nquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 
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' Richa r d ' signed his statement on 8 February 2022 . 

We have more read- ins and Ms Innes will attend to 

those . 

4 LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed . 

5 

6 

Ms I nnes . 

' Al ice ' (read) 

7 MS INNES : My Lady, I ' m going to do the read- in of the 

8 

9 

witness who could have g i ven evidence orally yesterday , 

so her cypher is EOW and her pseudonym is ' Alice '. 

10 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

11 MS INNES : This i s the statement of a witness who wishes to 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

remain anonymous and has chosen t h e pseudonym ' Alice '. 

On 2002 , she was placed with foster 

carers , a Mr and Mr s - i n - · She was moved 

to other carers shortly thereafter on 2002 . 

She returned to her mother ' s care in about - 2003 . 

' Alice ' then went to the - for weekly respite until 

the start of - 2003 . The - were foster 

carers and had a nother child in placement with them at 

the time that ' Alice ' was going there for respite . 

She then went to foster carers - and 

where she lived from 2003 until 

2007 . 

North Ayrshire Council is the responsible authority . 

25 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 
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born in Lewisham, London . My mum and dad were extremely 

violent to each other . The story I have heard is that 

my mum f l ed this abusive relationship and travelled to 

Scotland. I have tried to confirm this information 

through my records . As yet I haven ' t been able to do 

this . 

After arriving in Scotland we moved in with my great 

gran and papa in Irvine . I was always close with them 

until I moved into care . After staying with my great 

gran and papa we moved into a three- storey house in the 

I rvine area . I stayed there with my mother and younger 

sister . There is a 14-month age difference between 

myse l f and my sister ." 

' Alice ' goes on to set out further details of her 

life before going into care . Moving on to paragraph 9 

on page 2 , she says there : 

"There was a lot of contact with the social work at 

this time . As a result myself and my sister were 

regularly put into respite care . This was with foster 

parents on a temporary basis . I was once told by 

a social worker that we had been in every foster home 

within the North Ayrshire Council area . Sometimes this 

would j ust be for a day . Other times it might be for 

more than this . We would always eventually go back to 
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stay with my mother ." 

Then at paragraph 11 : 

"My social worker at this time was Paul Gentini who 

worked at the Dreghorn Social Services in Dreghorn . My 

mother would sometimes assault Paul when he was at the 

house . Paul had a disability with his hands . I don ' t 

mean any disrespect but this is where I have an issue in 

terms of my records . A lot of his writing is not clear . 

I think that this is because of Paul ' s writing style due 

to his disability ." 

At paragraphs 13 to 16, ' Alice ' describes further 

difficulties she experienced when living with her 

mother , including being thrown down a flight of stairs 

causing her to cut her arm and break her elbow . ' Alice' 

says that no one seemed to believe her and she was 

returned to her mother ' s care . She has memories of her 

mother leaving her at the social work department saying 

that she was from the devil. This had a real effect on 

' Alice ' . 

Moving on to page 4 and paragraph 17 : 

"The first respite p l acement I can really remember 

was when I went to stay with a woman called 

I don ' t know her surname . She was married to an Irish 

man who worked away a lot ." 

This is the , who I mentioned earlier . 
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...... s house was just around the corner from 

the social work offices . I was told by the social work 

that if I ever needed anything, to come and see them . 

When I first started going to sit was 

only on a Thursday . I was told by social services this 

was just to give my mum a break . I thought it was fine . 

Sometimes there would be other children there as well 

but most of the time it was just me . 

At this time , my sister would go to another family 

on the same day as I was going to s . 

I don ' t know when it was that I started to stay at 

son a more regular basis . It just seemed to 

be that sometimes I would be told I would be staying for 

two or three nights . I then started to stay for longer 

periods . 

's house had two bedrooms . I had my own 

room where I slept if I was staying there . 

The dynamics for the sleeping arrangements changed 

when another girl moved into permanen t 

basis . She was given the bed to sleep in . I had to 

sleep on the floor with a duvet and pillow . She was at 

least five years older than me . I think she might have 

been about 12 years old at that time . 

She always said that we were best friends . I looked 

on her as a comfort and protector to me . 
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I f I was staying at ' s I would take a taxi 

to school . It was the same woman driver every time . 

I got on well with her . 

My social worker Paul would come and see me at 

' s . It was easy for him to visit me there with 

his office being so close . 

The other girl would say to me that she didn ' t like 

me sleeping on the floor . She would ask me to come and 

sleep with her . I was used to this as I had slept head 

to toe with my sister in some of the placements where we 

had been . 

She would unbutton the duvet cover and say it was 

a den . We would then go inside the duvet cover . It was 

fine at first . After a while things changed. She woul d 

cover my mouth and then insert different things in my 

vagina . I remember her using a Spider-man electric 

toothbrush . She would have music playing in the 

background on her CD player . The song was called Daddy 

by Wycliffe Jean . She would say that she was my best 

friend and this was what best friends did . 

She would do these things to me every time I was 

staying at s . 

She would always want me to go with her when we went 

outside . There was a swing park at the end of the 

street that I wasn ' t allowed to go any further than . 

91 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

She encouraged me not to listen to I now 

know this was peer pressure to make me go with her . 

One day we went to a local children ' s unit , 

The girl knew two boys there , she cal led it 

' chapping ', which was a word which meant asking them to 

come out . I don ' t know the boys ' surnames . They were 

both aged around 15 . We went to a house . It might have 

been one of the boys ' mother ' s homes but I ' m not sure . 

I remember the house had royal blue walls and blue 

flooring . 

We played spin the bottle . At that time I didn ' t 

real l y understand the game . She would tell me to go 

with the boy where the bottle landed . They would strip 

off and insert themselves inside me . I remember not 

really knowing what was happening . I j ust kept thinking 

that she was my friend and I didn ' t want to upset her . 

I can ' t remember if this happened with both boys or just 

one . I ' m not sure how many times this happened to me . 

She would go with the other boy depending on where 

the bottle had stopped . 

There was another occasion when myself , the girl and 

the boys went down to an area called The Brae . It had 

a river next to it . I was swimming naked in the river 

when I noticed someone had stolen a T-shirt from my 

backpack. The T-shirt had Henrik Larsson on it . He 
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used to play for Celtic and I really liked him . The 

shirt meant a lot to me because my mum had bought it . 

The girl became really protective of me and started to 

fight the boys to get my T- shirt back . 

When the things with the girl were happening to me 

I think I fe l t confused . I just thought it was what 

best friends did . It was only later when I had sex 

education that I realised it was not . I thought then 

that all the things I was being told about had already 

happened to me . 

The girl seemed to be the only person I could talk 

to and would listen to me . I didn ' t want anything to 

happen that would stop her being my friend . 

I think I would have stayed on and off at 

15 - • s for about eight months . When I left , it was 
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a few days before my eighth birthday . 

When I moved to the foster carers who I would later 

call mum and dad it happened without warning . I had 

been at ' s for a while and I was always askin g 

social work when I would be going home . The response 

was always soon or tomorrow or a few days but it never 

happened . 

The day I left--•s , Paul Gentini and another 

social worker , Amelia, came to - •s . They just 

told me to pack my things but never said where I was 
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going . We went in a people carrier . There was no chat 

in the car when normally there would be . It was 

a horrible experience . Something must have happened for 

this move but I don ' t know what it was . The journey 

seemed to last forever but really it was only half 

an hour . 

When I moved in with - and ■■■■■■■ I thought 

it would be just for a short time . Their house had 

three bedrooms . My bedroom was the smallest but it was 

fine for me . The had an older daughter who also 

stayed with them . I think she would have been about 30 

when I moved there . 

- and fostered for North Ayrshire Council 

due to - working for the social work in 111111111111111 
She dealt with child protection issues in lllllllllllllll 

therefore could not foster for East Ayrshire . 

There were lots of photographs on the walls showing 

all the children they had fostered . - and tol d 

me they always fostered with the aim to be with the 

child until it was time for them to leave . They didn ' t 

see fostering as a short- term thing . 

Staying with - and was a different 

experience for me . I n some ways it was good . In other 

ways it was really confusing . I wasn ' t used to being 

cared for how they cared for me . It was like I said 

94 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

jump and they sai d how h i gh . 

I was anorexic when I went into care . It is 

documented in my medical records that this was due to 

neglect and abuse . I think saw me and thought 

I needed fattened up . He would always give me whatever 

I wanted to eat . I was told if I wanted something from 

the kitchen to help myself . If it wasn ' t there , they 

would go to the shops and buy it . I don ' t know if 

and - were aware I was anorexic . It was clear 

though that I was malnourished . 

I became a bit challenging . I would empty my room 

12 of everything other than what my own mum had bought me . 

13 I also used to rip up designer clothes that - and 

14 - had bought me . I wanted to see how they wou l d 
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react . I expected them to retaliate and hit me . At 

first I don ' t think they knew what to do . They never 

reacted in a bad way . 

There was one occasion after I had kicked off when 

came to my room . He brought a tray with all my 

favourite cakes , ice cream and crisps . He said he just 

wanted to let me know they loved me . This took me back 

and I think i t was a turning point for me . 

I had my eigh th birthday not l ong after 

I arrived 

25 LADY SMITH : Can that be right , given the dates that you 
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gleaned from the records? I think you told me the 

period with this foster home was 2003 to 2007? 

3 MS INNES : Yes . 

4 LADY SMITH: Taking her up to age 16, she had a date of 

5 birth of 1990 -- oh , 1995, I misread that . 

6 MS INNES : Yes , so she would have been --

7 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

8 MS INNES : -- just eight , within a few days of getting 

9 there . 

10 LADY SMITH : Yes . Thank you . 
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MS INNES : " I had my eighth birthday not long after 

I arrived . - and asked me what I liked . I tol d 

them that I liked things to do with Celtic . On my 

birthday they bought me everything . I didn ' t know how 

to deal with this . 

I was given everything I wanted for Christmas . 

I remember one Christmas all the couches in the living 

room were covered in presents for me . There was even 

a bike . I had never rode a bike before a nd always 

wanted one . There was that much I ended up fainting . 

My natural mum had tried her best when I was with her 

but I was definitely spoiled at - and 

I used to go to what I called brat camps . These 

were run by a Christian society . The purpose was just 

to try and help you work through your problems . I found 
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the camps a bit confusing . We sing songs but not hymns . 

I wasn ' t allowed to sing the hymns I sang at school as 

this was Roman Catholic . I found this very confusing . 

At one of the camps I was arrested for being violent 

and getting into trouble . I couldn ' t go back to my 

foster parents as they were away on holiday . I had to 

be put into Dalrymple Children ' s Unit until - and 

came back . I think it was only for a couple of 

nights . 

At first I went to school at St Mark ' s Primary 

before moving to St Columba ' s Primary School . Before 

moving to secondary I had to go to induction days at 

St Joseph ' s Academy . I met a girl who I became friends 

with . Her family were into stealing and drugs . I think 

that when - found out who I was friends with she did 

everything in her power to keep us apart . Although she 

never said anything , I think that - knew from her work 

all about my friend and didn ' t want me to be friends 

with her because of this . All it mean t was that 

I started to react against what - was doing . I made 

sure that I was stil l friends with the girl . 

I was always academically ahead of the other pupils 

before I went into care . My report cards were always 

very good . This changed when I went into foster care . 

I started not to care about school work . I was still 
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good at a lot of the subjects . The problem was that if 

I couldn ' t be bothered the whole class suffered . 

I would disrupt the class . 

I loved dancing . I danced three times a week when 

I was with my biological mum . When I had been in foster 

placements this had been kept up . When I lived with -

and they always encouraged it . They still 

dropped me off , although I think it was reduced to two 

times a week . This was just because of the dance school 

that I ' d moved to rather than - and 

back . 

cutting it 

I still had to attend regular panels . - wou l d 

come with me . She would tell them that I needed help to 

work through my issues . No one ever helped me . I did 

go to CAMS , which was a children ' s mental health 

charity . 

- and were trying to obtain parental rights 

for me at these panel s . As they didn ' t have any, it was 

almost like they had to ask permission ever for me to 

have my hair cut . It would almost get to the point 

where parental rights were going to be granted , then my 

mum would get involved and stop it happening . 

My biological mum would always create problems . 

An example of this was when my foster mum took me to the 

Catholic church on a Sunday , I had to go because my 
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foster dad was working . When my biological mother found 

out she kicked off and said she didn ' t want me going 

there . She still had the right to involve herself with 

certain things . Other times she wouldn ' t turn up when 

she was supposed to . I felt devastated when she didn ' t 

turn up . I was stil l hoping that my mum would fight for 

me . 

This went on for about two years . Sometimes my mum 

would storm in throwing things about . Other times 

everyone was left hanging about wondering if she would 

turn up . It ended up the panels became all about her 

and not about me . It was eventually decided that she 

would receive two letter contacts . This meant my mum 

was only allowed contact with me twice per year by 

letter . This could be an actual letter or just 

a birthday card . 

- would tell the panels that the behaviour of my 

mum was having a real impact on me , which it was . When 

she didn ' t turn up it would normally lead me to becoming 

violent and then having a blackout . After these 

blackouts I couldn ' t remember what I had done . Despite 

22 - almost begging the panels to act , nothing was done 

23 for about two years in terms of my foster parents ' 

24 parental rights . 

25 I had supervised visits with my mum and my sister . 
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These were initially twice a week, then it became once 

a week and then more like once a month . Eventually my 

mum stopped turning up . This meant that I wouldn ' t see 

my sister either . My sister was still staying with my 

mum . I think there were still things going on in the 

house . My sister was still too frightened to say 

anything . 

When I did see my sister , I would always be dressed 

in a certain way with the designer clothes that my 

foster parents had bought me . I know if this 

11 LADY SMITH : I think this might be meant to be " that this 

12 affected". 

13 MS INNES : Yes : 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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22 

23 

24 

25 

" ... that this affected how she thought about me . 

I think this really fractured our relationship . I would 

get a hostile r eception from my mum because I had things 

she couldn ' t give me or my s i ster . I was like a working 

class/middle class imbalance . 

- and - would give me hand-me-down clothes for 

my sister when I went to meet her . Again I think that 

this affected how my mum thought about me and her 

abilities as a mum . 

I t was the panels who would decide how often the 

visits with my mum and sister were . Both me and my 

sister wanted to see each other more . We kept asking 
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for more contact but it never happened, it was in fact 

reduced . 

I have extended family , a half-brother . I never had 

any contact with him when I was in care . I also have 

two half sisters on my dad ' s side . Again I never saw 

them when I was in care . They lived in Drumchapel so it 

wasn ' t as if they weren ' t local . My younger half-sister 

lived in London at the time . I have met her now but 

I never met her when I was in care . 

I don ' t have a relationship with any of my siblings 

now even though I have tried to . The fact that the 

relationships weren ' t maintained whilst I was in care 

has been deeply traumatic . I have read in my social 

work file that we al l wanted to see each other but it 

never happened . When I was in care I requested to see 

my great gran and papa and this never happened . 

When I asked the social work to see my family member 

I was told to bring it up at my review . When I brought 

it up at my review , nothing ever happened . 

One of the big things that I feel let down by was 

the amount of different social workers I had . 

Paul Gentini started a new job so another social worker , 

Clare , was assigned to me . I found this difficult as 

Paul had been with me for such a long time . 

I would go on holiday with my foster parents . We 
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went to Port Patrick a few times . I also had a holiday 

abroad with them at Salou in Spain 

- told me that he had been in care as a child 

after being abused by his father . This made more 

lenient towards me and always give me what I wanted or 

asked . I f I asked for something from 

it straight away . 

he would get 

I would say that - was more hard faced and 

disciplined than - · She wouldn ' t let me have my own 

way if I had done something wrong . 

I ended up staying with - and 

five years . After I whi l e I asked 

for nearly 

if I could cal l 

him dad . I found it harder with - but after a year 

I had started calling - dad I started to call her 

mum . I now looked on - as my real mum rather than my 

biological mother . 

I kept expecting that - and would give up on 

me the same as everyone else . When they didn ' t 

I couldn ' t understand why . 

My behaviour became more and more violent . This was 

especially towards - I would hit her on the way to 

school . I don ' t mean just a slap . I would punch her 

repeatedl y . 

Eventually social work and the police began to 

become more involved. 
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One night I was put in my room as I was being 

violent towards - It was also to stop me seeing my 

friend . I knew that my friend had money and I wanted to 

go with her to the shops . I managed to get out of the 

house and I went to see my friend at her mum ' s house . 

My friend ' s mum was a heroin addict . My friend had 

stolen a lot of money from her . Her mum and a female 

friend were in the house and started to attack my friend 

really badly. I was terrified . They were trying to 

check if she had the money hidden on her . After her mum 

and friend left , my friend showed me the money which she 

had hid down her pants . 

We went down the street and spent the money on fags 

and drink . 

When I went back to my mum and dad ' s nothing 

happened to me . I think this was significant because my 

mum had tried to stop me seeing my friend . I had went 

against this and became her best friend . 

One day I was out with my friends : I stayed out past 

the curfew my mum and dad had gave me . I think this was 

about 7 or 8 at night . Again this was a big thing that 

I had rebelled against . I ended up at one of my 

friend ' s houses . - came to the door to say it was 

time for me to go home . I don ' t remember the specifics 

but I started attacking - quite badly . I don ' t 
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remember exactly what happened but I think the police 

came and I was arrested and p u t i n a cell . 

The on- call social work came and transferred me to 

Kilmaurs Chil d r en ' s Unit . This unit was in East 

Ayrshir e Council a r ea . I shou ldn ' t have been there 

because I am from North Ayrshir e not East Ayrshir e . 

Once the staff found this out I was given the option of 

a number of children ' s units in North Ayrshire , 

including Dal rymple Children ' s Unit . I knew of t h is 

unit because of the time I had been put i n there when 

I was arrested at the brat camp . 

I was led to beli eve at the time that my foster 

parents wanted nothing more to do with me so I couldn ' t 

go back with them. I found out as an adul t t h rough my 

social work this wasn ' t true . My foster parents had 

fough t tooth and nai l to get me back with them. They 

had told the social work and the police they would take 

me back . The pol ice woul dn ' t allow it . They said it 

was too dangerous . I thought a t the time that my foster 

parents had given up on me . " 

At paragraphs 84 to 3 18 ' Alice ' tells us about the 

time that she spent at Dalrymple Children ' s Unit , 

Harley Pl ace Chil dren ' s Unit , Achnamara Ch ildren ' s Unit 
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Secondary lnst1tut1ons - to be published later 

She also says that a l though she was brought up as 

a Protestant , she had to attend a Catholic school while 

with her foster parents . She stood out as different . 

For example , during Confirmations or First Communion and 

suchlike . She would say that this is another form of 

abuse that she suffered as a result of Social Services' 

actions . 

From paragraph 330 , ' Alice ' speaks about her life 

after care . She says she ended up in an abusive 

relationship . Following ' Alice ' s ' boyfriend being 

19 violent towards her , her friend contacted her foster 

20 sister through Facebook -- so that ' s the daughter of the 

2 1 - -

22 

23 

24 

25 

So moving to page 72 at paragraph 340 . At the end 

of that paragraph it says that her friend tol d her 

foster sister where she was a nd what was going on . Her 

foster parents r eappeared and were not going to accept 
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that for her , as in the circumstances in which she was 

living at the time . 

, ... and - came out and picked me up there and 

then . They took me back to get my essentials and they 

moved me back with them . 

I hadn ' t had any contact with my foster mum and dad 

for years . They explained that they were told by social 

work that it would be inappropriate to maintain contact 

with me . I had gone through my whole life thinking that 

they had just fobbed me off and didn ' t want anything to 

do with me . After I had been arrested, they had begged 

for me to come back but the control was taken away from 

them . I didn ' t know any of that . I had grown up 

thinking that they hated me and they didn ' t love me and 

it was just another form of re j ection . 

My foster parents couldn ' t have me live with them 

because they were still fostering . My foster gran had 

a spare bedroom at the back so I moved in with her . 

I went to housing but they said there was nothing they 

could do for me because I was from North Ayrshire . My 

foster mum eventually encouraged me to go to Women's 

Aid . The police were never involved when I was 

assaulted because I didn ' t want them to be . They put me 

in a refuge in Kilmarnock and I lived there for a while . 

Within all this time I was trying to get in touch with 
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Throughcare . They would never answer the phone or get 

in contact with me . " 

At paragraphs 343 to 350 ' Alice ' speaks of 

difficulties in obtaining accommodation and a lack of 

support from Throughcare services . She spent some t ime 

working abroad and when she returned, she continued to 

encounter difficulties in obtaining accommodation . 

Moving on to page 75 and paragraph 351 : 

" I was trying to get a house and I couldn ' t get one . 

East Ayrshire Council said they couldn ' t help me because 

I wasn ' t one of their care-experienced people . North 

Ayrshire said they couldn ' t help me unless I wanted to 

move to North Ayrshire . I couldn ' t live in North 

Ayrshire because my mum and my wee sister live there . 

It wasn ' t a safe place for me . I looked around 

everywhere trying to get a private let . I couldn ' t get 

a private let because I didn ' t have any money . 

I eventually found a private let . I went to view 

a house and the lady said she ' d googled me and seen all 

the fundraising stuff that I had done . I managed to 

secure a job with one of the local banks . 

I stayed there for a year and worked at the bank for 

two and a hal f years . I fel l pregnant when I was still 

working but I was bed bound for a time with sciatica . 

I had my baby and was applying to college at the same 
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time . I ' m doing an HNC in social sciences . I have 

applied to do a degree in politics and social policy. 

I ' ve been accepted for that . I had to move house but 

I couldn ' t get any help to do that . I couldn ' t get the 

first month ' s rent up front , I wasn ' t entitled to 

anything . Lucki l y , my foster dad, who has his own 

health issues , stepped in and paid my first month ' s rent 

and my deposit . That way I was able to find a house . 

I still have a relationship with my foster parents 

but it can be strange . If I phone and say I need £300 , 

my foster father will give me it . If I phone and say 

I'm struggling with my mental health , my foster parents 

wouldn ' t really know what to do . It ' s not that kind of 

dynamic , but they ' re sti l l my mum and dad and I love 

them." 

Moving on to paragraph 357 . As I ' ve indicated, 

impact needs to be read in the context of ' Alice ' s ' 

overall experience . 

19 LADY SMITH : Of course . 

20 MS INNES : But nonetheless , I am going to read out various 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

sections of this : 

"Everything has an impact and everything has 

a snowbal l effect, but for me , going from being so 

heavily involved with social work to nothing and the 

consequences of that are hugely important . I really 

108 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

struggled . I had no stable accommodation and I went 

into a relationship where there was domestic abuse . 

The frustration is endless . I can ' t help but think 

where I would be in life otherwise . I ' m 24 years old . 

All I see round about me is everybody I went to school 

with has graduated . Everybody is doing so much better 

in life than me . They ' ve all got jobs and they ' ve 

settled down , got married, got a career in front of them 

and they ' ve got their first house . I ' m still struggling 

to keep everything in my head . As much as I want to 

avoid it I am probably going to end up evicted because 

I can ' t afford to continue to be in education . Where ' s 

the justice in that? 

When I fell pregnant I changed my life a lot . 

There ' s bits I ' ll go back to and bits I won ' t go back 

to , but I ' ll do anything in my power to make sure that 

my son doesn ' t have the same shitty childhood that 

I had . 

Being in care has had a massive impact on me as 

an adult . It ' s had a huge impact on me as a mum . When 

anyone in Scotland falls pregnant , she contacts her GP . 

She gets a booking-in appointment . At that appointment 

there ' s a two-hour questionnaire where you meet a 

midwife . There are personal details about your family 

and whether there is heart disease , diabetes and all 
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that kind of stuff . They then do a risk assessment . 

Within the risk assessment it asks ' Have you ever been 

a prostitute? Have you ever had an STI? Have you ever 

had sex with somebody from a foreign country? Are you 

looked after or have you ever been looked after by 

a Local Authority? ' Straight away, that ' s setting you 

up . I was always really curious about why it was being 

asked . 

As a care- experienced person , I could see why I got 

my back up and wondered why they were asking me that . 

I can also see from an academic professional point of 

view that they ' re trying to establ ish a risk, to see 

whether I need any additional support . I was reluctant 

to say that I was care experienced but I could identify 

that I was also very fearful . I had an attachment 

disorder because of the way my mum was with me . I was 

petrified of having my wee boy and not having a bond 

with him or an attachment to him . I was open and honest 

about it . I remember speaking to the midwives and 

telling them that I was scared I was going to end up 

with post - natal depression and not have a bond with my 

son . I told them I was care experienced and asked what 

help they had, but there was nothing . I reall y struggl e 

to understand why that question was there in the first 

place because there was no additional support . 
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Nobody came to show me how to bath or swaddle my 

son . I didn ' t have a mum, a dad , a granny or auntie to 

show me that . I was petrified of becoming a mum . I was 

also petrified that if I didn ' t know how to do these 

things , somebody was going to come and take him away 

from me . It doesn ' t seem to be recognised that being 

a single parent and being care experienced, I don ' t have 

anybody to turn to. Future Pathways have helped, but I 

have had to fight for that . The day- to- day challenges 

for me are difficult , fitting in childcare with my 

college work . 

I am considered to be in full - time education . How 

can I physically do these hours when I ' m a single mum 

with a one- and- a - half- year- o l d son? I ' m not saying 

other single parents don ' t have challenges , but as 

a care-experienced single parent I don ' t have a mum that 

I can ask to take the wean for a weekend . The only 

person I have is my friend . He' s under no obligation to 

do that . He ' s doing it as a mate . But t hat ' s the only 

person that I have . 

I think it ' s really important to say that my 

experiences in care don ' t just impact on me , they impact 

on future generations . I' m trying to create better 

opportunities for my son so that he doesn ' t experience 

all those things . How can I make sure he doesn ' t 
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experience all those things when all I ' ve got is 

challenges? Those challenges mean that it gets more and 

more likely all the time that he will be taken into care 

anyway . I ' m doing everything in my power to make sure 

that doesn ' t happen . I don ' t have social work 

involvement . I ' ve had three social work referrals . Al l 

three referrals have come from me standing up and saying 

that I need help , every one of them . What are you meant 

to do? 

I struggle with everything in relationships , trust 

issues , paranoia . I don ' t feel that I am deserving of 

love . I ' m trying to real ise now , through my son , that 

I am deserving of love . Even when I ' m with people, 

I can ' t believe that they are actually committed to me 

or see anything in me . I really struggle to be with 

anyone and accept that . I have never really had 

a long-term relationship . Every relationship I ' ve had 

has just been sex . Because of everything that happened 

with the girl in foster care , I don ' t know when I lost 

my virginity . People say it ' s meant to be an experience 

that never leaves them . I don ' t know when I can define 

as losing my virginity . People might say at the time 

when it wasn ' t abuse , but what time wasn ' t abuse? 

I don ' t know." 

Moving on to paragraph 367 on page 79 . 
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"As I said earlier in my statement I have a sister . 

Even now I feel I don ' t have a relationship with her . 

This is due to continually being put against each other 

by social work . This would be things like one of us 

being with our mother and the other not . It seems like 

we were always pitched against each other by socia l 

work . We went from being really close before we went 

into care to now not having any relationship at all . 

I think this also rel ates to our relationship with our 

mum . It always seemed one of us would be in with out 

mum whilst the other was left out . This has had 

a really big impact on my life . I have not spoken with 

my sister for over three years . " 

Moving on to page 81 and paragraph 378 : 

" I believe that I have spoken to the police about my 

mum ' s violence when I was a child . I ' ve never spoken to 

the police about what happened with the girl in foster 

care or my mum as an adul t . I ' ve tried to contact the 

social work department but got nothing . 

There are no pictures of me as a kid . I don ' t have 

anything like that . I have seen my records . I couldn ' t 

read them because they were so heavily redacted . I was 

put in a glass box in a room in North Ayrshire Council 

offices to sit and read them . It was at Bridgegate 

House . There was one file that was all child protection 

113 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

reports . Someone from Throughcare came with me to view 

them . She was hysterically crying . She said it was 

minutes from meetings because , yet again , I ' d been 

showing signs that somebody had been physically violent 

towards me or something had flagged at a child 

protection meeting . She didn ' t understand why I had one 

full folder full of them . She didn ' t understand why 

that had been allowed to happen . 

Since this first time I saw my records I have been 

given more access to additional files about my time in 

care . These are also heavily redacted . They also had 

information that didn ' t relate to me but other chi l dren 

that my foster parents had fostered . That information 

should not have been on my file . There was also a lot 

of relevant information that was missing . I passed this 

file on to my counsellor . They have all my records now . 

I campaign as an adult to say that nobody should be 

l eft to their own devices at the age of 16 . I know that 

the system had conditioned me to be i n the mind frame 

that when I reached 1 6 that would be me getting my own 

free wil l. I'd been control l ed all my life . That was 

me getting to the point I could be my own person . There 

was no stopping me . I was going to get my own house , 

but I should have at least been shown how to do basic 

things . There are still things I don ' t know . Was 
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I ready to leave at the age of 16? Was a cooking for 

care leavers course going to work when I didn ' t know 

what an avocado was when I left care? I only learned 

what one was a couple of months ago when I was trying to 

cook for my son . I didn ' t know what a sweet potato was 

or what you did with it . I phoned my friend, crying , 

because I didn ' t know how to cook an avocado . I didn ' t 

know these things and I didn ' t feel comfortable in 

a kitchen . 

If you ' re brought up in a family home you would say 

to your child in the kitchen , ' Go and cut that onion for 

me '. In a children ' s unit what you say is , ' You can ' t 

be trusted with that knife , so the knives are going to 

be kept in a cupboard and the cupboard is going to be 

locked and behind that cupboard there will be a safe and 

within that safe , there ' s where the knives will be '. 

Everything was triple locked . How could I be 

comfortable at 16 years old to even chop an onion? 

I feel that I was let down by the social work . If 

they had concentrated on me they would have seen what 

was happening to me . The social work seemed to always 

want to get me back with my mother despite what was 

happening with me . When I did go into care I seemed to 

be always moved about . Again the social work were not 

trying to find out what was wrong with me . 
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One of the key things I want to stress is that the 

biggest abuse of all was that I was taken from North 

Ayrshire , my home, and put into Kilmarnock in East 

Ayrshire . I was taken from East Ayrshire after almost 

five years . I ' d built up all of these relationships and 

then put back to North Ayrshire . You might as wel l put 

me in a rocket and shot me off to the moon . I didn ' t 

know the place . It wasn ' t home to me . I was told to 

build up connections and real ise that Kilmarnock was now 

my life, then I was put to Irvine , put to Saltcoats, put 

to Stevenson and all of North Ayrshire . 

Children should not be removed from their own 

communities into other areas they are not familiar with . 

I think it ' s real ly important that we have policies 

and processes , but a lot of that takes away from 

conversations . I don ' t know when my first period was . 

I didn ' t know it was a period . Those kinds of moments 

are important . I don ' t know those moments because 

nobody had a chat with me about them." 

Moving on to the top of page 84 , paragraph 388 : 

"Residential chi l dren ' s units should be closed down . 

I understand that ' s a very radical statement but it 

doesn ' t work . It doesn ' t matter if it ' s a 6-bed, 

12-bed, a 6-bed or an 8-bed . Having constant shift 

patterns and shift changes , the whole terminology of 
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slipping through the net , it doesn ' t wash . You can ' t 

have meaningful loving relationships with people who 

finish their shift at 2 pm and are away out the door and 

get the next one in . I think something similar to 

foster care is the alternative . There should be a big 

push for foster carers , but not people who are paid 

a wage to look after someone . It should be people who 

want a k i d to come into their home like their children . 

I understand that they need additional financial 

support , but it should be like an additional benefit 

like child benefit . 

My foster mum and dad still foster . They sign 

a contract which says that they are entitled to 28 days ' 

holiday . If you tel l people that , they ' re going to take 

it because they ' re entitled to it . In the meantime , 

another placement is found for the child . How horrible 

is that? How damaging is that to a child? I don ' t 

agree with it . 

Secondary Institutions - to be published later 

I hope the Inquiry exposes a lot of the truths of 

what actually has gone on, not just in the 1960s and 
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1970s. That's also really important but some of that is 

still happening today, maybe not to the same extreme but 

it ' s still not where it should be now ." 

Moving on to page 85 and paragraph 394 : 

"Local Authorities need to be held to account . 

I know of at least five other people who have come 

forward to give evidence about North Ayrshire Council 

and the way it operates now . The biggest take away from 

me giving evidence to the Inquiry is that I feel 

validated . I ' m right and I want to take some sort of 

action . Somebody needs to be held to account for that . 

Where would my life be now if I ' d been taken into care 

earlier , wasn ' t as traumatised as what I was from my mum 

and all the trauma that then came afterwards from being 

passed pillar to post? What would have happened if 

I had just been put into long-term foster care straight 

away? What would have happened if I ' d been put straight 

to my foster mum and dad ' s house and where would my life 

be now? They ' ve had so many foster children since who 

are now driving , at university, are qualified nurses . 

I ' m just out here and I ' m struggling . 

When will North Ayrshire Council be held to account? 

They ' ve currently got a l egal responsibility for me up 

to the age of 25 . I ' ve been fighting this my whole 

life . It ' s as if they ' re waiting until I turn 25 and 
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then they can say, ' Sorry, you ' re 25 now '. When do t hey 

get to be told t hat they need to be accountable? 

Everybody ' s telling them. The law is telling them, my 

solicitor is telling them . I do believe that the 

Inquiry will tel l them . But by the time the Inquiry has 

published its findings and everybody else has published 

their findings will I j ust be another person who has 

slipped through the cracks? I ' ve known seven people who 

have committed suicide who I was friends with throughout 

the time I was in North Ayrshire ' s care . That's only 

the ones that I know of . When does it change and when 

do these people get held to account? 

People who have been in care and then provided 

evidence to the Inqu i ry have been left with debt as 

a result of their time in care should be financially 

supported and have this debt cleared . 

People who have been traumatised through being in 

care should be offered therapy without the financial 

barrier to access it . 

The Inquiry should look at ways in which siblings 

can be reunited after being separated as a result of 

being in care . 

All foster carers , social workers and residential 

staff should undertake education and training in 

relation to people of colour , religion and diverse 
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backgrounds . 

I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 

' Alice ' signed her statement on 25 August 2021 . 

7 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . Well , it ' s certainly now 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

time for the lunch break . 

Before I rise, if I can just issue a reminder that 

the names of foster carers that have been used, and 

those include the _ , _ , - _ , 

li't'/iH't'/W -- a nd , I may have missed one or 

two , I ' m not sure, they ' re all covered by my general 

restriction order and the names of foster carers 

mentioned today cannot be mentioned outside this room . 

These people can ' t be identified . Thank you . 

17 MS INNES : My Lady, I wonder if I could just alert 

18 

19 

20 

Your Ladyship to the fact that there ' s a change of plan 

in relation to the afternoon . I don ' t think we ' re goi n g 

to have an oral witness , but we have read-ins available . 

21 LADY SMITH : Very wel l. Thank you for letting me know about 

22 that . 

23 (1. 06 pm) 

24 (The luncheon adjournment) 

25 (2 . 03 pm) 
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1 LADY SMITH: Ms Rattr ay . 

2 MS RATTRAY : Yes , my Lady . We have had a last- minute 

3 

4 

5 

6 

rearrangement of the schedule for today and the oral 

witness who was due to give evidence is not abl e to give 

evidence today and we wait to see whether she ' ll be able 

to give oral evidence on a different day . 

7 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

8 ' Annie ' (read) 

9 MS RATTRAY : Instead we have read- in evidence to present . 

10 

11 

12 

The first of that is in relation to cypher FHX , and it ' s 

a statement of an applicant who wishes to remain 

anonymous and has the pseudonym ' Annie '. 

13 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

14 MS RATTRAY : ' Annie ' s ' statement is at WIT . 001 . 002 . 856 4 . 

15 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

16 MS RATTRAY : ' Annie ' was in the care of Strathclyde Regional 

17 Council . She was in a foster placement with her aunt 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and uncle from 1 975 until 1987 . 

The successor authority is Gl asgow City Council . 

"My name is ' Annie '. I was born in 1972 . My 

contact details are known to the I nquiry . 

I have obtained copies of records of my time i n care 

and some of my account is infl uenced by what I have read 

as well as what I remember . 

I have no memory of l iving in the family home before 
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going into care . We lived in the Priesthill area of 

Glasgow . I have two brothers . The oldest was born in 

1964 . I also have an older sister who was born in 1970 . 

My other brother is the youngest and he was born in 

1974 . Our mum died in 1974 aged 26 after suffering 

a heart attack . My dad died in 2016 . 

From what I understand my mum left my dad sometime 

after my older brother was born . She then had my sister 

with someone else . Then she and my dad reconciled and 

I was born in 1972 and was followed by my youngest 

brother . My dad was an abusive drunk . My mum would 

throw him out and then he ' d come back and she ' d take him 

back . Then she ' d get pregnant and leave him again 

because of his behaviour . I understand from speaking to 

family members that my dad wasn ' t living with us when my 

mum passed away and he ' d not been involved in our 

lives ." 

From paragraphs 4 to 8 ' Annie ' speaks of what she 

understands of her life before care , which in fact I ' ve 

just read . After her grandparents separated and her mum 

died , ' Annie ' s ' older brother went to live with her 

grandparents . 

' Annie ', her sister and younger brother were taken 

into Lochgarry Children ' s Home in Glasgow . 

Moving to paragraph 9 on page 3 : 
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" In Lochgarry nobody came forward to foster us . 

I was told years later that talk began to emerge among 

local people that my father had kids in care and he had 

a new wife and baby . I think the foster mother who has 

the pseudonym ' Eileen ' was my father ' s sister and she 

was considered to be the head of the family and more or 

less forced to foster us because of the wider family . 

' Eileen ' hated my dad anyway and now she was having to 

take his kids . She hated and resented us for it . He 

was out drinking and not taking responsibility and her 

own kids were growing up and she thought she was getting 

her l ife back . I don ' t know if social work were 

involved at that early stage but I do know that ' Eileen ' 

was paid some money at some stage for taking care of the 

three of us . As far as I know, the first social work 

involvement was a review three years after we moved in 

and I have seen it in my records . 

I went into foster care with my sister and my 

younger brother . Our older brother was aged ten when 

our mum died and he went to live elsewhere . My dad ' s 

sister ' Eileen ' and her husband were our foster parents 

and this was from 1975 . I have no idea what ages they 

were . I have no memory of leaving Lochgarry to go and 

live with them . I think it would have been traumatic 

and I have blocked it out . I have no memory of meeting 
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the foster family before going to live with them . They 

might have been blood relations but they weren ' t part of 

our family . 

I would have been aged three or four when I went to 

live with the foster family and my sister would have 

been around five and my younger brother just one year 

old . The foster parents had three children of their 

own . There was a daughter who was the oldest and would 

have been 14 or 15 when I moved in . The oldest son was 

12 or 13 when I went to live there and his younger 

brother was aged around 11 and he is about seven years 

older than me . 

The foster home was a maisonnette , with a close 

outside . You talked up some stairs to reach a verandah 

and there were two long verandahs , one for each 

property . It was a two-storey building . You went in 

the main door and there was a kitchen to the left and 

the living room to the right and stairs going up to 

three bedrooms and a bathroom. One bedroom was a tiny 

room and it was barely enough for a single bed . When 

I moved in with my brother and sister it meant there 

were eight people in one house . 

My earliest memory of the placement was being on 

holiday with them at the home of my dad ' s other sister 

who had a house in Scarborough . It was a townhouse and 
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she ran a bed and breakfast . There was a ladybird 

invasion that summer and I remember our windows were 

covered in them . I found it hilarious at the time . 

I also recall donkeys on the beach and a Christian group 

activity that was going on at the beach . 

When I first moved into the foster home , me and my 

sister were put in a bedroom with the two sons . They 

were age 11 and 13 . We slept in two sets of bunk beds 

and we were on the lower beds and they slept in the top 

bunks . The younger son was above me and the older son 

was above my sister . The daughter had her own tiny 

bedroom with her own single bed . The parents slept in 

the third room with my brother in a cot . The social 

work never came out so no one knew the sleeping 

arrangements . 

In the mornings , me and my sister were up first and 

we got ourselves ready for the day, then we made toast 

for ' Eileen ' and took her breakfast in bed . Then she 

would get up . Then we wen t downstairs to have our own 

breakfast and clean the dishes and off to school . On 

a Saturday morning we weren ' t allowed to go downstairs 

until she was up herself after having a lie in . Then we 

went down to make her breakfast . 

The sleeping arrangements changed after an incident 

involving the younger son and my sister . The younger 
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son was caught doing something to my sister . ' Eileen ' 

said that they were around the same age, they were just 

experimenting . At around the same time a new social 

worker had been allocated, Helen Crawford, following the 

initial review and I think they were aware she was on 

the scene and could start asking questions . This was 

probably around 1979 or 1980 . The foster parent got 

a new pull-down couch in the living room for themselves . 

My sister and I got their double bed and the three boys 

got a room together . 

The room I then shared with my sister had a snib on 

the door . I remember I was l ocked in the room from the 

outside . I ' d be shouting to get out and ' Eileen ' would 

be downstairs and ignoring me . I wet mysel f because 

I couldn ' t get out to use the bathroom . Anyone was 

allowed to walk into our room because the tool cupboard 

was in there , but with everyone else ' s room you had to 

chap on the door to get in . The clothes washing came up 

to our room and me and my sister had to fold the washing 

to go in the linen cupboard . The linen cupboard was in 

the boys ' room and we had to chap on their door to get 

i n and they used to just ignore us . 

The food was horrendous . There was a cupboard under 

the stairs that was full of food , tins and another 

cupboard that was full of biscuits that were stacked in 
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there for visitors . We never got to eat the biscuits . 

We had meat , potatoes and vegetables for dinner and once 

we were old enough me and my sister did all the meal 

preparation . 

I had to eat all of the food I was given . I made 

myself eat the worst thing first on my plate to get it 

over with and save the best bit of the meal till the 

end . On one education we had steak to eat and there was 

fatty gristle on the meat . I put it to the side of my 

plate and ' Eileen ' told me I had not finished my dinner 

and I had to slice it as thinly as possible to eat it 

and she watched me doing it before leaving the room . 

I then spat out what I could and put it in some toilet 

paper and then put it into the cupboard under the sink . 

As I did all the kitchen chores I knew I could remove it 

later . She must have heard the sound of the cupboard 

door and went to check it and found the piece and paper 

and the fat . I got battered for that and sent to my 

room . 

The foster dad once forced me to eat food . There 

was some food I didn ' t want to eat as I didn ' t like it 

and I was pushing it around my plate . He grabbed the 

food in his hand and shoved it into my face and into my 

mouth . He was holding my nose . I swallowed and he let 

my nose go and I spewed it out all over his clothes . 
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I got battered for that too and I thought being battered 

was better than having to eat the food . 

Me and my sister had to prepare the dinner for the 

family as ' Eileen ' went out to work as a secretary and 

the foster dad was a foreman on a building site . The 

foster father would be coming in for his dinner at 6 pm 

and then I had to wash his dishes . The older son would 

come home and get his dinner and he would take ages to 

eat it deliberately . I ' d have to stand there and wait 

on his plate coming free to clean it . 

I couldn ' t go out to see my friends until all my 

chores were done . ' Eileen ' would come into the kitchen 

to inspect it and then say it wasn ' t clean enough and 

I was to go up to my bedroom . My friends were waiting 

for me outside the kitchen window and they weren ' t 

allowed to the chap the door for me . They learned to 

read the signals that indicated I wasn ' t allowed out to 

play . 

We had a bath on Sunday . The water was just run and 

it was up to us to get in first . I was always last . 

The water was never changed and my younger brother woul d 

piss in the bath . I had really long hair and I couldn ' t 

wash my hair during the week as I wasn ' t a l lowed to . 

When it was washed, ' Eileen ' would make me stand naked 

in front of her and yank a comb through it and it hurt . 
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She didn ' t use any conditioner on my hair . 

Me and my sister used to run home from school to 

wash our hair during the week and try to dry it before 

she came home , but she ' d catch us and we ' d get grounded . 

She was very controlling about when we were allowed to 

do things . On one occasion she was washing my hair in 

the bath and I was so scared by her pouring water over 

my head that I pulled her into the bath with me and she 

went mental . She battered my head off the bath and 

shoved my head under the water . The daughter started 

helping me with my hair after that and she was much 

gentl er . 

She controlled the clothes we more . No one else 

wore a school uniform in Govan . I was ridiculed at 

secondary school for my clothes . In primary school at 

St Saviour ' s we wore a grey uniform . It was a rough 

area and not everyone had a uniform so we stood out . 

Then I went to secondary school at St Gerard ' s and wore 

the full uniform. It was bottle green . I was the only 

kid with a blazer . 

Out of school clothes she chose for us out of 

a discount warehouse . There were five pairs of pants , 

five shorts and five T-shirts each . Our cousins gave 

clothes to me and my sister that were hand-me-downs . 

Those clothes were a bit more grown up but we were never 
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allowed to wear them . When I went to Urrdale home later 

on ' Eileen ' brought in clothes that I ' d never had to 

wear and I ' d only ever seen hanging in the wardrobe . 

I have odd memories of a classroom in Pl and one or 

two days in primary school that I remember . I don ' t 

recall my first day at school or much about being there . 

At the start I went to primary school at St Saviours in 

Govan . It was a good walk away from the house . 

I had to get 100 per cent in school all the time and 

99 per cent wasn ' t good enough, even in primary school . 

I was in a high state of anxiety all the time because of 

the expectations on me . I loved school though . There 

was pressure on me to do well but I had good teachers 

and the kids were nice . We had to call the foster 

parents mum and dad . I used to get letters home from 

school and they ' d be addressed to ' parents or guardian ' 

and it said their surname on it , but that wasn ' t my 

name . I asked my sister about it and she told me I had 

another mum who died and another dad . I couldn ' t quite 

get my head round it . I suffered some minor bullying 

because I had different parents . 

I hated the school holidays : I went away on a school 

trip to Blairvadach in first year and I wanted to stay 

away and not come home . I had such fun on holiday away 

from the foster home for one week . She paid for that 
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trip and another one for me to Denmark . She also paid 

for my sister to go on a school trip to Paris . She 

never sat with us when we did our homework to help us . 

We went to chapel on Saturday night and had to 

collect ' Eileen ' s ' mum on the way so she could attend 

chapel . The foster mother used to pray in chapel for 

those poor children she ' d saved from the gutter , kept 

them together and put in nice clothes . Later on me , my 

sister and my younger brother got sent there on Sunday 

while ' Eileen ' had a lie in and we used to pretend we ' d 

gone to chapel and we ' d pick up a programme as proof . 

We hadn ' t gone to the service so we ' d be found out when 

we couldn ' t remember what the sermon was about . 

I n the after- school routine that my sister and I had 

from age eight , I hand brushed the stairs and hoovered 

the carpets . It was initially just my sister and then 

when I turned eight I had to do chores with her . We 

would polish the furniture , peel the vegetables for 

dinner and set the table . At weekend we focused on the 

kitchen and cleaned the freezer , the fridge , the kitchen 

cupboards , took the tins out of the kitchen cupboards 

and wiped the tops of the tins themselves and put them 

back in a certain order . The tins had to be lined up in 

a certain way . If they weren ' t positioned right she 

would pull them out and make us do them again . She did 
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the same thing with the clothes in the wardrobes if she 

thought they weren ' t tidy enough . 

She ' d also check under the beds and kick at the 

board games that were kept under there so the Monopoly 

pieces would fall out of the box and we ' d have to tidy 

them up . It was what she did to prevent us from going 

out to play when we wanted to . Then , once we ' d tidied 

up the games , she ' d tell us it was too late to go out to 

play . 

It was always me and my sister doing chores and not 

her boys as they were boys . She said her children were 

too busy studying for exams . My brother wasn ' t expected 

to do chores as he was too young and a boy . My sister 

and I had to wash and fo l d a ll the clothes and towels . 

We had our own bedroom by that time . The linen cupboard 

was in t he boys ' room . 

We went on holiday every year . We had a car with 

six of us in the back of the car and she ' d be stressing 

in the front seat about finding our way to the 

destination . We went to Scarborough to see her sister 

and there was one later holiday at Morecambe . As we got 

older we went to the Isle of Man . 

The foster father gave us money for t he slot 

machines . He was much nicer on holiday as he ' d had 

a drink . It was the only time I can recall him engaging 
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with us . She gave us £1 a day and we ' d play on the 

machines . She ' d be away at the bingo and he ' d give us 

20p as he didn ' t want to be near to her . As we got 

older we ' d go away with her daughter to a caravan park 

and not with the foster parents as they went away by 

themselves . 

Then the foster father ' s sister bought an apartment 

in Majorca and we went on holiday there in 1987 . The 

day we came back from the hol iday was the day I left the 

foster home and went into Urrdale Children ' s Home . 

We weren ' t allowed to watch TV . I don ' t remember 

a toy when I was in the boys ' room when I was first in 

the foster home . They had their own toys though . I got 

a boy dol l when I was six or seven for Christmas and my 

sister got a doll too . I have a photograph of me on 

a bike at Christmas and I don ' t remember it . As we got 

older we were given educational toys and games that she 

considered appropriate and books that she approved of . 

They were things her own children had been given . Later 

on we were given board games like Monopoly and 

Connect 4 . 

If you were out playing and came back into the house 

to use the toilet, you had to stay in afterwards . You 

didn ' t get to come in and use the toilet and get a drink 

and go out to play again like other kids . I used to try 
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and use toilets in my friends ' house or pee in the 

bushes . 

Later on we joined sports and activity clubs and 

attended local community clubs that she was also 

involved in , so she would be there watching us and 

demonstrating to neighbours how happy with were and how 

well looked after we were . We were allowed to go out to 

clubs but only if she was there and she could watch us 

and make sure we didn ' t buy anything . 

Normally we had to be back home for 7 pm but in the 

summer holidays it was 8 pm . The foster parents had 

bought us digital watches and they set the time on them . 

I ' d go back to the house for 7 pm and would be ringing 

the doorbell to get in and no one would answer the door 

to me . The boys would be upstairs ignoring us then 

she ' d come to the door or one of the boys would open it . 

I ' d then have to see her in the living room and start to 

wet myse l f with fear . I ' d have to go right up to her 

chair so she could ask me if I knew what time it was . 

I ' d say it was 6 . 59 and she ' d tell me that my watch was 

wrong, but she ' d set it and it was 7 . 02 on the clock on 

the wall . I ' d get a slap on the leg from her and sent 

to my room and told I was grounded the next day . 

Birthdays were recognised . The table would be set 

up in the living room for us . There would be a Black 
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Forest gateaux and after dinner the cake was lit and 

you ' d get a slice . I never remember getting up in the 

morning and being given birthday cards . I got them in 

the evening after school . We waited on her command to 

give you the cards and to allow cutting of the cake and 

having a photo taken . It was all for show . 

I never made a Christmas list . We got given her 

kids ' old bikes and my brother was the favourite and he 

got a brand new bike once . There was a Christmas meal 

and we saw other aunts and uncles at new year . When 

I was seven there was one Christmas when they came to 

see us . They brought gifts for us and ' Eileen ' took 

them off us to check them to see if they were suitable . 

Then she filled the adults up with whisky and we 

children were sent upstairs . My older brother came one 

time with my grandad and gave us make-up sets and 

a handbag and she took them off us when they left . 

When I was in the foster placement we visited my dad 

on some Saturdays with his new wife and children . It 

used to tear me apart that he ' d left us with these 

people and he was having this new life that looked 

really happy . There were not many visits . One of his 

children was disabled . He and his new wife were not 

always together as he was such a nightmare to be with . 

His new wife was lovely and she put up with a lot from 
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him and his drinking . 

Other relatives came to visit us and we were told to 

stay upstairs . My dad ' s youngest daughter from his 

second marriage said recently we never wanted to see 

them as we never came downstairs . They thought we were 

a bit weird . I had to explain that we couldn ' t come 

down unless she shouted us down . We were kept very 

isolated. The neighbours never came to the house . 

When the social worker came we were upstairs and we 

were told to come down and we ' d be paraded for them to 

see our shiny faces and nice clothes . We couldn ' t see 

them by ourselves . We were never questioned by 

ourselves . They never told us , ' This is our telephone 

number and t his is where we ' re based and this is how you 

or your teachers contact us '. We were to be seen and 

not heard . The biscuits came out for show for the 

social workers . These biscuits were normally stacked in 

the cupboard under t he stairs that we weren ' t allowed to 

touch . I ' d take three biscuits i n front of the social 

worker and eat them in front of ' Eileen ' so she could 

see me eating them and it made her so angry . We weren ' t 

ever allowed to eat them otherwise . 

My granny and grandad, who were my mum ' s parents , 

and my older brother were kept away from us as much as 

possible . The foster parents did their best to keep us 
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away from them . My sister told the social worker that 

she wanted to know about her mum and to see her 

grandparents and this meant from when I was aged nine we 

got to see them and had some visits with them . 

In terms of official visits from social work , I came 

into the care system in 1 974 , then into the foster home 

the next year . And the first recorded review of the 

placement was--1981 . The next review was in 

1 983 . This was done by a social worker cal led 

Helen Crawford who had taken over . The records say that 

the placement was covered by the boarding-out 

regul ations . When we first went there , they should have 

been out every two weeks to check the placement and then 

every four weeks and this did not happen . Then it was 

to go to every three months , then every six months and 

then once a year . 

I can recall we saw the social worker, 

Helen Crawford, twice in the house . She spoke to 

' Eileen ' and we were brought downstairs to be paraded in 

front of her . She ' d ask us how we were and if we were 

happy and of course we would say yes . ' Eileen ' could 

tell her how well I was doing at school because I would 

get such high grades and I was involved in so many 

activities . It was a house with six children living in 

i t and it was gleaming and looked perfect . 
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Then Peter Logan took over . His office was in 

Merryland Street , at Govan Town Hall . I saw him in the 

foster home only once when he returned me to the foster 

home from school after I was assaulted with the be l t . 

He signed a form to give consent for me to go on holiday 

to Majorca and I have seen the form in my records but no 

other paperwork from my involvement with him . I ran 

away from the house when we returned from the holiday in 

Majorca in 1987 . I went to the social work office and 

I asked for Peter Logan as it was the only name I knew . 

We had annual health checkups by law. That was to 

check our height and weight and not checking if we had 

marks on our body . We went together and she sat with 

the doctor by herself while we were outside of the room . 

There was a time when I had scabies and she took me 

to the doctors . Then at home she told me how disgusting 

I was , then she put me onto a camp bed and gave me my 

own cutlery and my own towel . She told me I was dirty 

and I was contagious , but I still had to do the dishes 

and wash the clothes . 

I have an immune deficiency that was only diagnosed 

much later in life . It means I have a lot of mucus in 

my lungs . I kept getting bad headaches that are called 

cluster headaches and they made me feel physically sick . 

She refused to take me to the doctors and told me that 
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I was lying as children don ' t get headaches . 

My sister told ' Eileen ' that I had started having 

periods . ' Eileen ' came into the bedroom with a belt and 

towel with a loop on it and then walked out . I was 14 . 

I put the belt on and started running around the room 

and dancing . It felt like such a ridiculous thing . The 

belt had belonged to her daughter . There was no sitting 

down with me and explaining what was happening . 

' Eileen ' went on to use my periods and the need to 

request sanitary products as a way of embarrassing me in 

front of the brothers . As I didn ' t get pocket money 

I had no money to buy sanitary products myself and had 

to ask ' Eileen ' for money and she would insist on me 

having to tel l her what I wanted the money for . This 

often happened in front of my foster brothers and their 

dad in the living room . 

With regards to dentists , I lost two teeth through 

poor dental care . We were not taken to see the dentists 

unless a filling was required and things were bad . 

There were no checkups . 

I ran away by myself several times . I don ' t believe 

it was recorded by social work as I couldn ' t see it 

mentioned in my records . I went to my friend ' s houses . 

' Eileen ' used to keep me near home and she knew all the 

children that I knew and where their parents lived . 

139 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

When I went to secondary school I had friends elsewhere , 

further away from the home . I had a friend in Drumoyne 

and I went there , then I ' d run away for two or three 

nights at a time before the foster family would find me . 

I didn ' t go very far . They didn ' t report to the police 

or social work that I was missing 

One time I ran to my dad ' s house and he phoned 

' Eileen ' to tell her where I was and she came for me and 

dragged me out by the hair in front of him . My dad got 

himself drunk as a result and then beat up his new wife 

because of the stress caused by seeing how ' Eileen ' 

treated me . 

There was another weekend when I was meant to go 

away with the youth club and I wasn ' t allowed to go . 

I sneaked away on the bus anyway so she couldn ' t come 

and get me . I had just finished P7 and was about to go 

into first year at senior school . I was away for three 

days . When I came back from the trip I stayed on other 

people ' s couches . I was walking on Paisley Road West 

when the older son saw me and chased me up the motorway . 

I hid in the bushes and stamped on my ankle . It was 

swollen for a few days . He dragged me by the hair back 

to the house . She threw me in a bath with a whole 

bottle of Savlon poured over my head and added bleach to 

the water too and told me to get scrubbed . I ' d been 
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away for three nights so I must be dirty . 

I wet myself out of fear a lot when I lived in the 

foster home . As soon as I came in the house I'd start 

to pee myself as she wanted to speak to me . I wet the 

bed in my sleep as well . I didn ' t tell ' Eileen ' . My 

sister would ask me if I needed help . She decided to 

help me to turn the mattress over and we dealt with the 

matter between ourselves . It would have been 

embarrassing if 'Eileen ' had found out but she didn ' t as 

it was us who changed and washed the sheets . 

There was a routine to follow every day . Her rules 

all the way and no choices . We had to follow the rules 

or there was trouble . You did not question the rules . 

There were many rules in the household and you did what 

' Eileen ' told you to do . She made up the rules as she 

went along and she controlled everything . 

By contrast , the foster father worked long hours as 

a foreman on bui l ding sites . He just went out to work 

and came back to the house after work to get his dinner . 

He was very old fashioned and traditional . He didn ' t do 

anything in the house and made no contribution to the 

home . He didn ' t want to have much to do with the kids . 

He tended to his plants and did some bird watching . He 

kept geraniums in our bedroom and if we didn ' t look 

after them we were in trouble . I still hate the smell 
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of geraniums . On one occasion he saw me wearing make- up 

on my face and he threatened me that if I didn ' t remove 

it he ' d use a scrubbing brush on me . 

There was never any affection shown to me and my 

sister but she loved my younger brother . He got cuddles 

from her . She ' d take him into her bed for cuddles . My 

brother maintains there was no sexual abuse . When 

I left the foster home he stayed behind . He told me 

years afterwards that he remembered seeing the younger 

son lying on top of me . My brother hid in a cupboard 

and he witnessed the sexual abuse and then the younger 

son battered him when he found out . He also recal l s 

occasions when he was chapping the door to get in after 

school knowing that I would be in as I had to do chores 

before ' Eileen ' came home from work . He could see the 

younger son ' s motorbike outside and couldn ' t understand 

why no one came to the door . 

The foster father was physically violent to me but 

mainly he tried to have as little as possible to do with 

the children . He ' d never normally come near us and 

didn ' t engage with us . He left that kind of thing to 

his wife . He didn ' t really have emotional reactions . 

One time when I wouldn ' t eat a meal , he pushed the food 

and the plate into my face and I have given details of 

that earlier in the statement . He also battered me when 
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his wife told him to punish me as she ' d found cigarettes 

in my school bag and that is detailed below . That is 

the only time he was physically violent to me . He also 

battered my sister . ' Ei l een ' was physically and 

emotionally abusive to both myself and my sister . The 

younger son was sexually abusive to me and that is 

detailed further in this section . The sexual assaults 

always took place in the house or on holiday in 

Scarborough or Morecambe and in Majorca . 

My first memory of abuse by the younger son was in 

the holiday in Scarborough with the ladybird invasion . 

We were all excited about the ladybirds and would 

discuss them . We were in a downstairs room talking 

about the ladybirds and the younger son said I should 

come with him as he ' d show me some more ladybirds . He 

took me up to a bedroom himself and I was wearing 

a nightie and no pants . He had pyjamas on and he was 

holding me on his hip and he was bouncing me on his hip 

and patting my bum . He was asking me if that felt nice 

and telling me to look at the ladybirds and what 

a lovely bum I had and patting my bum . I was giggling 

and laughing with no clue about what he was doing . 

I had been through trauma and disruption in my young 

life and was I just looking for someone to be nice to 

me . I was aged about four and he was pre-pubescent and 
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aged 11 . I realise now that he was grooming me . 

The next time was when me and my sister had a double 

bed in the foster home . I walked in the room and he had 

my sister on his knee with her nightie up and he was 

patting her bum . She was laughing . He said I was next 

as his mum told him he had to skelp my bum . I wet 

myself with fear as I was thinking I was in trouble 

again . He pulled me on his knee and pulled up my 

nightie and was patting my bum and then under my bum . 

I was only six and trying to work out what was going on . 

When I was aged seven, I remember the day before my 

Communion day getting a battering from ' Eileen ' . We had 

these trees outside and a high wall around them . We 

used to play a skipping game with elastics and on the 

wall . I fell off the wall and I scraped the inside leg 

from knee to the top of my thigh and it was grazed . 

I was screaming and went to the door of the house and 

was chapping on the door . ' Eileen ' came to the door and 

I was in trouble for disturbing her when I should have 

been out playing . I showed her my leg . She was so 

angry because I was wearing my Communion dress and my 

Communion was the next day . She put a bandage round my 

l eg . 

The next day, at my Communion , it was a bit chaotic . 

There were lots of family members there and lots of 
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eating and drinking . I went outside and I was wearing 

a chain with a cross on it . Someone pulled me and 

I lost the chain . I was terrified to go up the stairs 

and tell her I ' d broken this chain or someone else had 

broken it . In rushes the younger son being the nice guy 

and saying he ' d tell his mum for me that someone else 

had broken the chain . He went in and told her for me so 

I didn ' t get into trouble and then took me to go 

upstairs as he c l aimed he was to check my bandage . He 

started the abuse then . He ' d been at the chapel that 

morning doing the altar boy services . He had black 

trousers on and he made me rub him and then on the 

inside of the trousers . 

He progressed, over time , to putting his finger in 

me , forcing me to perform oral sex on him . It 

progressed to attempts to penetrate me . I remember 

bleeding. I was standing at the kitchen sink peeling 

potatoes in a state of shock and worried that ' Eileen ' 

would see the bloodstain . I had blood in my pants and 

I was so scared that she would come home from work and 

find that I had blood in my underwear . My focus was 

more on what she would say than what he had done to me . 

She wouldn ' t ask how I ' d got blood in pants . She used 

to examine my underwear and my sister ' s for signs that 

we were menstruating . She ' d then show us the knickers 
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and tell us to get them washed as we were disgusting . 

The sexual assaults were every day for years and the 

younger son took every opportunity that he could to 

grope me or make me grope him or try to put his fingers 

in my pants . I believe he did this to my sister too but 

I'm not sure . I have tried to speak to her . He was 

caught once by the foster mother with his hand up her 

skirt and this led to us having to change bedrooms . My 

sister got into trouble for letting him do it . He was 

five years older than her but the foster mum decided 

that we were just experimenting as they were similar 

ages . I remember him getting a beating that night from 

his dad and I heard him howling and crying . My sister 

remembers onl y that incident and she doesn ' t recal l any 

other incident , not even the time when the younger son 

was smacking both of us on the bum . I think there was 

more and I think there were cousins as well , but it ' s 

yet to be addressed . 

The younger son threatened me too . As children we 

were not allowed to play further away from the home . My 

friends were allowed to and they could go to the shops 

and I couldn ' t . Even when she wasn ' t at home , the 

younger son would tell me that his mum would know as h e 

had people watching me and he ' d make me masturbate him 

to prevent him telling h i s mum that I ' d been to the 

146 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

shops with my friends . I f he did that I knew I would be 

grounded and trapped in the bedroom where he had more 

access to me . He started to earn some money himself and 

he ' d give me some money to buy sweets , say £10 , as 

I didn ' t get any pocket money . 

We went on holiday to Majorca in - 1987 and the 

older son and his dad didn ' t go to Majorca , so it was 

just ' Eileen ', the younger son , my brother and me . She 

shared a double bedroom with my 12- year- old brother . 

I had a pullout bed in the living room and I was 

expected to share it with the younger son . It meant 

I was in the same room as a 22- year- old when I was 15 . 

He forced himself on me . I was shouting and pushing him 

off me . He was drunk . She shouted at us from the 

bedroom as we were making too much noise and keeping her 

awake . He told her I was talking in my sleep. She 

never came into the living room to check on me . 

Thankfull y he was too drunk to rape me . He got up 

to pee outside off the verandah and peed onto a lilo and 

that made a noise that disturbed ' Eileen '. She came 

storming out of her room to shout at him and never even 

commented on the fact he was naked in a room with 

a 14-year-old . He ' d previously tried to rape me on the 

summertime break the year before and this was a second 

attempt and I was fighting him off . He didn ' t manage to 
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penetrate me but the police told me when I reported it 

later that it was classed as attempted rape . 

The next day I ran away and I was missing for 

13 hours . He found me and dragged me back by the hair 

to the apartment and she bounced me all over the 

apartment . There were lumps on my head and chunks of my 

hair missing but nothing on my face from her as usual . 

The next day we were up early for the flight home . 

By the time of that holiday the younger son had left 

home and was studying to be a nurse and living in 

nurses ' accommodation . He ' d come home for meals and get 

his washing done and he ' d time it for me coming home 

from school so he could abuse me before his mother came 

home . 

I consistently had a bad cough . I discovered much 

later on that I have an immune deficiency and it meant 

I produced excessive amounts of mucus in my throat and 

it made me cough a lot . ' Eileen ' was so angry that 

I coughed so much when she wanted to watch something on 

TV . She'd try to stop me coughing by putting a pillow 

over my face and scream at me to stop coughing . I used 

to have to hold my breath to stop myself from coughing 

and run upstairs to cough into a towel . 

I wet myself , and I wet myself a lot in the 

household because of the fear I had . She had to have 
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control over everything . There was never any time to 

think or breathe or try and be relaxed and be yourself . 

I felt like I was walking on eggshells all the time and 

I was constantly on a high state of alert and in ' flight 

or fright ' mode . 

She ' d hit me on the head with a hairbrush so that 

other people couldn ' t see the bruises as they were under 

my hair . She used to break brushes on my head . It was 

clear she had rage at having to look after us . She 

despised us . Her husband did nothing to contribute to 

the household , and it was left to her to take care of 

us . 

There was consistent emotional abuse levelled at me . 

They all called me ' Fanny Adams ' and ' Haggy doo , the 

Black Haggis '. That was because I hated getting washed . 

The younger son used to get me to masturbate him and 

he ' d wipe himself with a cloth from the bathroom and 

he ' d just leave it by the sink . I ' d refuse to use it 

the next day as I knew what he had done with it , and 

instead I used to j ust put my fingers in the basin and 

flick water on them 

The older son punched my sister really badly in the 

face one time and left her with a bruise . Then the 

foster father battered him for it . Mostly it was a slap 

on the head from him or pushing me . He was never overly 
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physical . 

The foster father kept a leather strap in the tool 

cupboard that he used to beat us with for punishment . 

There were two pieces that he strapped together and he ' d 

crack them to make a noise and give us a fright . There 

were no holes in it and no buckle at the end . He used 

it on his boys too but not on me . 

I think I was 12 or 13 when the foster dad battered 

me b l ack and blue with the belt off his trousers for 

smoking . She ' d found cigarettes in my school bag and 

they weren ' t even mine . She then told her husband to 

deal with me whi l e she was out at a local crime 

prevention meeting . He was a heavy smoker himself . He 

threw me onto the bed and pulled my pants down . He had 

rage in him and I ' d never seen it before . I think 

' Eileen ' had pushed him over the edge . Alarm bells 

began to ring for me but there was no sexual abuse . He 

then belted me . I was cut by the buckle on my legs and 

my back , my shoulders and the back of my neck . There 

were five or six strap marks . I was relieved at the 

time that it wasn ' t sexual because of what the younger 

son was doing to me and that had become normal male 

behaviour to me . 

My sister came into the house and saw me afterwards 

when I was in bed crying . She saw the injuries . She 
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ran down the stairs shouting and the older son pinned 

her down to try and stop her getting to the telephone to 

notify a neighbour or phone the police . He sat on her 

and tried to grab the phone and he got the handset in 

his hand and knocked her on the side of the head with 

i t . I was at the top of the stairs and watching what 

was going on and feeling terrible that she was being 

beaten because of me . Then the foster mum came home 

from the meeting and wanted to know what was going on . 

My sister explained I ' d been beaten and the foster mum 

never bothered to check up on how I was . My sister was 

older than me and by this time she was 16 and on a YTS 

placement and had some money . She was able to leave the 

foster home the next day after she saw my injuries . 

At school the next day, the guidance teacher , 

Mr Scally, took me to see the headmaster , Mr Tarbet . 

I showed them the bruises under my skirt and my shirt . 

I had cuts t hat were bleeding from the belt buckle and 

my school shirt and vest were sticking to my skin . They 

then phoned social work and my social worker , 

Peter Logan , came to the school . It was the first t ime 

I ' d met him . He took me to his office in Merryland 

Street and I have no memory of him completing any forms 

at the time . Then he took me to the foster home and 

I went upstairs to my bedroom while he spoke to my 
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foster parents who had come home early from work . I was 

thinking to myself I was going to get out of the house 

after this incident and that I would then tell the 

social worker about the sexual abuse . 

The social worker was in the house for ten minutes 

before he left . He totally broke my trust in him when 

he left me there despite having seen signs of physical 

abuse . ' Eileen ' told him some story about me being 

a liar and I had got the bruises from falling from the 

garages onto some pallets . I found this out from my 

brother many years later . He bought the story that the 

foster mum gave him and I was left behind . I didn ' t 

receive any medical attention for my injuries . 

She gave me a beating with my head against the 

headboard after that for grassing on her husband . She 

had the pillow over my face and I was gasping for air 

and thought I would pass out . The bed was soaking wet 

with pee . She normally preferred to yank my hair and 

hit me on the back of my head with her open hand . 

I wasn ' t given any dinner and had to stay in my bedroom 

with no l ights on al l evening . I was back at school the 

next day and the guidance teacher was astonished that 

I ' d been taken back to t he foster home , despite having 

a social worker . There was no further follow-up from 

school either . I was then living in the foster home for 
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another year after this . The physical , emotional and 

sexual abuse continued and I closed down emotionally . 

I disclosed that one incident of abuse by the foster 

father to two teachers at my school . I didn ' t speak to 

any other teachers on any other occasion about what was 

going on at home . 

I also disclosed the same incident of physical abuse 

to my social worker , Peter Logan . This social worker 

left me in the foster home as he accepted the story 

' Eileen ' gave him, but he could see the injuries on my 

body and I couldn ' t then tell him about the sexual 

abuse . I had the social worker on my own in the journey 

from the school to his office and then to the foster 

home . When I was in his office I was sat by his desk . 

I don ' t remember him filling out a form . The first time 

I got the social worker by himself and had no 

opportunity to tell him about the sexual abuse . 

I lost a l l trust in social work authorities after 

that . When I looked at my social work records 

I discovered that the only mention of Peter Logan was 

him approving a holiday in Majorca with the foster 

f amily . 

I left the foster placement after 11 years and I was 

15 when I left in 1987 . I then went directly to Urrdale 

Children ' s Home in Dumbreck in Glasgow and I left there 
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just before I turned 17 . I was at Urrdale for between 

12 months and 18 months . My sister had already left the 

foster placement by the time I left and my brother 

stayed behind with the foster family when I left . 

According to my notes , my brother asked to come to 

Urrdale too but they woul dn ' t let him . 

When I left the foster home it was the day we ' d 

returned from the holiday in Majorca . ' Eileen ' sent me 

to buy milk and bread and I had £5 in my pocket . I ran 

all the way down to Merryland Street and I went to the 

social work office and asked for Peter Logan . He came 

to see me and sat by his desk . I said I would not go 

back to the house ever and if I went back there I would 

kill myself . I told him she ' d attacked me in Spain . 

There were no questions asked and the police were not 

phoned . I showed him the lumps on my head, t h e bruises 

and the missing hair . All he and his colleagues could 

see was this kid that was tanned from the holiday . 

After a few hours he took me to the foster home a n d he 

went in to get me some things and left me sitting in his 

car . Then he drove me to Urrdale ." 

From paragraph 9 1 to 103 , ' Annie ' speaks of her 

experiences in Urrdal e Children ' s Home in Glasgow . Sh e 

says that her foster mother complained that she was too 

close to her home . ' Anni e ' felt relieved that she was 
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not going back to the foster parents ' house . Whilst at 

Urrdale , ' Annie ' s ' new social worker arranged for her to 

meet with the foster parents and she tells us about that 

at paragraph 93 on page 24 . 

"The new social worker, Marie Clarke , arranged 

a meeting about me with the foster parents . I have made 

a copy of the handwritten notes of a meeting available 

to the Inquiry . They refused to take any responsibility 

for what I had told the key worker had happened to me . 

The foster father walked out of the meeting . Everything 

I said, ' Eileen ' contradicted and tried to turn around . 

The senior social worker saw everything . I had to tell 

her as I thought they ' d send me back to their house . 

After the meeting I was taken back to Urrdale and 

petrified I would have to go back to the foster family 

and one of the workers came to find me and told me 

I didn ' t have to go back there . No questions were asked 

after it by the staff in Urrdale or by the social 

worker ." 

Moving now to the end of paragraph 100 on page 25 : 

"No one at Urrdal e was asking the big questions 

about what happened to me in the foster home . I never 

spoke to anyone about the foster home . My trust in 

professionals had gone . All the professionals I saw 

then I couldn ' t open up to and I saw them as being the 
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same as Peter Logan . I just didn ' t trust them . They 

were nice but they were attached to social work and 

Peter Logan had left me in the foster home after I told 

him I had been beaten up and he saw my injuries ." 

From paragraphs 110 to 122 ' Annie ' describes her 

life after care and impact . Her experiences have 

affected her health , her education and work 

relationships and her ability to trust and socialise . 

She says that the birth of her three children and 

intimate medical examinations were traumatic . 

Apologies , I think I have my notes out of order . 

12 LADY SMITH: Don ' t worry , Ms Rattray , rewind if you need to . 

13 MS RATTRAY : I will rewind . From where we finished last , 

14 I'm moving to paragraph 106 , page 27 . 

15 LADY SMITH : That makes sense . Thank you . 

16 MS RATTRAY : " I visited the foster family sometimes . The 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

younger son was married by then , he lived not far away 

and had two boys of his own and his wife left him later 

on . The foster mother was playing at perfect families . 

The younger son was trying to play at being the rebel of 

the family by dropping out of university and then 

trained as a psychiatric nurse . I knew his wife and 

sometimes after she l eft him I was at a party with her . 

I was aged around 19 . Someone at the party also knew 

him from nursing and commented to me that he was 
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a really nice guy. That made me so angry that he'd 

managed to fool so many people. 

The next day I broke down and ended up being sedated 

by a doctor. My sister came round to seem and had to 

call my dad. I started talking about the foster family 

and what they'd done and the bubble had burst. I was 

crouched in the corner and in a physical state of 

terror. I could smell TCP and that reminds me so much 

of the younger son. He used to put it on his spots and 

I could smell it when he leaned over me. I was in 

a physical state of terror and everything that had 

happened became real again. The feeling of him on top 

of me, the touch of his leather jacket and the smell of 

the TCP. I was physically sick and shaking and couldn't 

breathe and was smelling things. I was having a kind of 

breakdown. A doctor came to sedate me. 

My sister explained to my dad that the younger son 

had done it to her once. My dad went round to 

'Eileen's' house and she denied it all. My brother 

still lived in their house. He told me that there was 

a family meeting afterwards and the younger son was told 

to come to the house. It was all swept under the 

carpet. My dad's wife came to see me. She told me that 

my dad was threatening to do some serious damage to the 

younger son, so I stopped talking about it because of 
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the possible repercussions for other family members . 

I complied again . 

I phoned the police that week in 1991 to make 

a report when I was a mess . I didn ' t like how they 

dealt with me on the phone and I gave up . I didn ' t 

report to the pol ice again until 2012 when I saw them in 

person ." 

From paragraphs 110 to 122 ' Annie ' describes her 

life after care and impact . Her experiences have 

affected her health , her education and work 

relationships and her ability to trust and socialise . 

She says that the birth of her three children and 

intimate medical examinations were traumatic . 

I'm moving now to paragraph 123 on page 30 : 

" I spoke to the police for the first time in 1991 

when I was 19 . They asked me if I had witnesses and 

what evidence I had . They were putting me off and 

I gave up . I made no official report and it was just 

a phone call . They didn ' t want to know . 

I went to the police for a second time a long time 

l ater in 2012 . I made an initial phone call to the 

police and I gave them the younger son ' s name . I was 

asked to go to the police station in person . 

I discovered afterwards that the older son worked there 

and was I made a lengthy 
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report over two days . The older son got transferred out 

of that station . I was interviewed by just one officer , 

she was called Nicola and she was fantastic . The 

statement took two days , over ten hours . 

Nicola stayed for the whole interview, she would 

normally have handed over the matter to another officer 

after the interview but she didn ' t and she stayed on the 

case . She interviewed my sister , my dad, the older son, 

the daughter and ' Eileen ' and the 

younger son . My brother didn ' t want to speak to her . 

The younger son was charged in - 2013 but never 

attended court . I didn ' t hear anything for a while . 

In the January the police came to my home asking me 

for further evidence on behalf of the Procurator Fiscal . 

I provided all the evidence I had . I wrote later myself 

to the Fiscal to remind them of the evidence that was 

available and to get an explanation for why the case did 

not go to court . I believe the police and Fiscal were 

not communicating with each other . I was called i n to 

the Fiscal ' s office on 27 October 2014 and told the 

Fiscal did not have enough evidence to proceed . I have 

copies of letters I received from the Procurator 

Fiscal ' s office that I have made available to the 

Inquiry . I have been very disappointed with how the 

criminal case has been handled . 
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I made a civil claim for damages from Glasgow City 

Council in 2013 . I have a report written by 

an independent social worker that details the social 

work department ' s failure to monitor the foster 

placement . I n December 2018 I was offered a sum of 

money in damages rather than proceed to a court hearing 

and I decided for the sake of my children to accept the 

settlement . 

Now there are more systems in place and check ups on 

foster homes . The authorities should have taken their 

rose-tinted glasses off by now . They need to be mindful 

of situations and not just looking at how clean and nice 

smelling the house is . Just because it looks good 

doesn ' t mean it is good . The authorities need to be 

more present and mindful to see behind the situations 

they see . They were overwhelmed with tick boxes and 

paperwork and structure . My social worker just saw 

shiny children and a shiny house and didn ' t look past 

that . 

I knew very little about my natural mum and I was 

told untruths about her and my background . There shoul d 

be a memory book for the children in a foster placement 

so they can have photographs of their natural parents . 

I should have been given a back story to relate to at 

that time and I shouldn ' t have had to go looking for the 
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information years later . I had one photograph of my 

mother t hat I got when I was 14 . Then I got a nother 

photograph when my dad died . 

I want t he issues of abuse to be publicly addressed, 

f o r the peopl e who suffer ed a nd didn ' t go to t he pol i ce 

l ike I did . There are a l ot of things that need to be 

openly heard and addressed . " 

To paragraph 132 on page 33 : 

" I have no objection to my witness statemen t being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 

' Annie ' signed her statement on 19 September 2019 . 

14 LADY SMITH : Than k you very much , Ms Rattray . 

15 What ' s the plan? 

16 MS RATTRAY : We have mor e read- ins , but t h is might be 

17 an appropriate time for the afternoon break . 

18 LADY SMITH: Let ' s do that . We 'll take t he break now and 

19 then we ' ll return to the ne xt read-in after t hat . 

20 Thank you . 

2 1 (2 . 5 8 pm) 

22 (A short break) 

23 (3 . 12pm) 

24 LADY SMITH: Ms Innes . 

25 MS INNES : My Lady, the next read- in which we are goi ng to 
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do is for a witness with the cypher FHV and the 

pseudonym ' Eileen ' . 

3 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

4 ' Eileen ' (read) 

5 MS INNES : This is a statement of a witness who is anon ymous 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

and has the pseudonym ' Eileen '. Her statement is at 

WIT-1-000000937 . ' Eileen ' was a foster carer for 

Strathclyde Regional Council . The applicant whose 

statement has just been read was placed with ' Eileen ' 

and her husband in Glasgow from 1975 until 

11 - 1987 . The successor authority is Glasgow City 

12 Council . 

13 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

14 MS INNES : "My name is ' Eileen '. I was born in 1938 . I was 

15 
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23 

24 
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born in the Southern General Hospital , Glasgow . I have 

an RSA (Royal Society of Art) in shorthand and typing 

but no qualifications in childcare . I also have an O 

grade in Spanish . When I left school , I went to 

Langside College nigh t classes and obtained RSA 1 + 2 . 

When I left college I worked in the shipping industry 

with the Spanish and I cel andic Consulates . 

I left shortly after I got married in 1960 to 

a person who worked as a joiner throughout his working 

life . I worked in the office until six weeks before my 

daughter was born in 1961 to become a full-time mother . 
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I have two other children, a son who was born in 1963 

and another son who was born in 1966 . I remained 

a housewife until my younger son was six in 1972 . 

An advert in a newspaper led to me getting a job as 

a secretary in the office I had previously worked in and 

I had four typists under me . I stayed there until 1973 

when I got a job with another employer . I was there for 

two years until I stopped in 1975 to become a foster 

mum, which I did until 1990 . 

After that I did voluntary work in a community 

centre in Govan , Glasgow . Through that I was offered 

a job in a school in Govan helping children in community 

education ." 

Moving on to paragraph 7 : 

" I became a foster mum because the mum of the 

children concerned had died . Their father was my 

brother . The children went into care and me and my 

family visited them for about a year , sometimes taking 

them out , and then my husband suggested we take care of 

them . We discussed this with our own children and they 

were happy, even enthusiastic, for the other three 

children to become part of our family . 

The three children were a girl who was born in 1969 

(my brother wasn ' t her father , her mother had 

a relationship with another man during a period of 
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separation from my brother from which that girl was 

born), a second girl [who is the applicant ' Annie ' ] who 

was born in 1972 , and a boy who was born in 1974 . I had 

also appl ied to take their o l der brother , who was born 

in 1965, but he stayed with his maternal grandmother who 

had initially I think looked after the children before 

they went into care . 

We spoke to the people in Lochgarry Children ' s Home 

in Cl eveden Drive where the children were and they gave 

us the necessary information about how to foster the 

children . Mrs Little from Social Services came to see 

us . I didn ' t get any advice but Mrs Little said our 

house was suitable and also arranged for us to get 

a spare bunk bed. 

I then got a letter from Crookston social work 

department saying I could pick up the children from the 

home . I do not know what if any checks were carried out 

about me and my fami l y , but the whole process took 

several months . This was in 1975, I think - · 

I had actually stopped smoking so as I would have extra 

money for the children coming into our home . 

The foster people told me about a foster parents ' 

meeting held regularl y in Crookston Hall and I attended 

it once a week for quite a while and spoke to other 

foster parents . The three children settled into their 

164 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

new home quite quickly , probably because we had been 

visiting them for so long . 

We were not given any advice about fostering , not 

even booklets , and there was no training whatsoever . 

I had come from a big family so increasing my family to 

six didn't pose a problem for me . 

There was a social worker, whose name I don ' t 

recollect , who came to check up on the children to make 

sure they settled in properly . I myself didn ' t receive 

any support from social workers but , to me , I was taking 

in my brother ' s children rather than fostering . My 

actual status when fostering the children didn ' t enter 

my head . I wouldn ' t have been interested in fostering 

other children, it was only my own family I wanted to 

take care of . 

I didn ' t receive any payments for six months due to 

papers concerning the children going missing . I only 

ever got an allowance for the children of around £2 per 

week per child . I wasn ' t paid anything else to look 

after the children . Because I was a relative I wasn ' t 

sure if I was due any sort of allowance and when I did 

apply for it , it was backdated six months . 

For me it had never been about the money . I just 

thought it would be better for me to take the children 

than leave them in a care home . I applied for the 
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allowance because someone told me I was entitled to it . 

I never considered whether or not the allowance was 

sufficient . To me the children just became part of the 

family . 

The fostering allowance was paid into my bank 

account . I think there was also a clothing allowance 

and a holiday allowance which we had to apply for . The 

clothing allowance was spent on the children . I know 

that when the children were older I took them abroad and 

I got an allowance to help out with that . 

While the social workers arranged for us to get 

a set of bunk beds when the children arrived, they 

didn ' t give us blankets or anything else and we even got 

the pram and cot for the youngest child ourselves from 

relatives . I didn ' t consider the possibility of social 

workers helping us more as I was happy with what I had . 

We stayed in an area in Glasgow which was a safe 

area for the chi l dren to play away from the traffic . I t 

is a three-bedroom maisonnette house with 12 houses o n 

the landing . The living room and kitchen were 

downstairs and the bedrooms and bathroom upstairs . 

I couldn ' t comment about how the children were 

prepared for moving in with us . To me it was just young 

children who were relating to me coming to stay with us 

and getting out of a care home . The children called us 
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mum and dad , although they called my husband big dad and 

their own father wee dad . 

My daughter had a bedroom of her own . Social 

workers suggested we put two sets of bunk beds in 

another room where my sons used one set and the two 

girls slept in the other . The boy was just a baby and 

slept in a cot in our room until he was three and a 

half . After that, the two girls moved into our room and 

me and my husband moved down to a bed settee in the 

living room while the youngest boy moved in with my 

sons . 

Friday night was bath night for the girls and it was 

Saturday night for the boys . I would help bath the 

girls when they were younger and then get them into 

their pyjamas and give them supper . 

I bought the children clothes twice a year for 

summer and winter . What I got from the clothing 

allowance wouldn ' t have covered what we bought the 

children . 

I would sit with the younger children at mealtimes , 

because often the older children would have part- time 

jobs or studying and would be eating at different times . 

I always enjoyed cooking and had a well-stocked freezer . 

If the children didn ' t like something they would swap it 

with each other although sometimes I would find that 
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they had hidden maybe some vegetables they didn ' t like . 

The children rarely had to do any chores . When they 

came to stay with us I was always in the house for the 

first six years . I had to go to hospital in 1985 with 

a back problem and was laid out in my bed for a while so 

the children woul d help out with small jobs . They never 

did any cooking as my mum came up and helped out . They 

didn ' t do any of the ironing and I did all of the 

washing of the c l othes . 

The children could watch TV and they always had lots 

of books and comics to read . They played around outside 

and had bikes that I bought for them . Their mum ' s 

parents bought them their first bikes , tricycles , but 

I bought them bigger bikes as they grew up . As they 

grew older , at about 16, they would go to the young 

discos especially The Arches just off Argyle Street in 

Glasgow . 

The boys were in the Scouts and the girls played 

netball in the local community centre . From the centre 

we learned about the Washington Arts Centre where I took 

the girls on a Saturday . The older girl learned 

classical guitar and the younger girl also had music 

l essons . The children a l so l earned to ski and went as 

part of a group to the Cairngorms . 

My husband gave the children pocket money which 
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I think was age related . When I started work again the 

children would help out emptying the bins or doing the 

dishes and things like that so I opened bank accounts 

for them and put money in every month . They would take 

money out of these accounts for holidays and to buy 

presents for friends at Christmas and on birthdays . 

We took the children to Scarborough, the Isle of 

Man , Morecambe and Lancaster . We would also go to Largs 

and my husband would take the boys out fishing . I woul d 

take the girls berry picking, from which we would make 

jam. 

The older girl had just started school so I had to 

make arrangements with the local primary for her . I had 

no background information about how she had got on in 

her previous school but she settled into her new school 

just fine . The children went to primary and then to 

secondary school . From primary school I would pick them 

up and bring them home for lunch . 

The children seemed to get on well at school , 

especially the younger girl . The older girl worked hard 

at school but the boy not so much, he wasn ' t good at 

concentrating . I would help them with their homework 

which they did at the table in the living room , usuall y 

after dinner . 

The children got an annual health check . I would 
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get a letter to remind me of them but though I took them 

along for these check ups I wouldn ' t see any of the 

reports . The boy wasn ' t a well child and needed a lot 

of attention when young due to bronchial problems . 

Sometimes in the morning I would hear a wheeze from him 

and would take him to the doctor . 

The annual check was checking height , weight and 

testing their chests . This was with the family doctor , 

Dr Duff in the Govan Heal th Centre . The children got 

their teeth examined at school . I wasn ' t required to 

keep any notes of the children ' s medical records as the 

doctor sent reports to the social work . 

The children got all sorts of gifts at Christmas . 

My sisters and brothers would also buy them presents and 

we ' d have to hide the presents in my brother ' s house to 

prevent the children seeing them before Christmas 

morning . Christmas was celebrated in my house and my 

sister and mother would join us for dinner . When it was 

each child ' s birthday we always bought a cake for them 

and celebrated their birthday . 

I came from a family of seven children and learned 

from that . If two of the children were fighting we 

would tal k to both and listen to both sides of the 

story . We had a naughty chair in the living room but as 

the children got older we would perhaps ground them . As 
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young children we never had to discipline them as they 

were really good kids . 

I think we had a great relationship with the 

children . They were part of the family and treated that 

way and I never once regretted taking them in . I would 

give them hugs and kisses regularly and basically 

I treated them just the way I did with my own children . 

Even after the girls left they would come back to visit 

and I would sometimes babysit for the younger girl's wee 

one . 

I regularly took the children to see their mum ' s 

parents so that they would stay in touch with that side 

of their family . Their maternal grandparents didn ' t 

visit us as they didn ' t like having the children at 

first , but I don ' t know why . I think the children 

stayed with them before being taken into care . Their 

dad remarried and they would go to see him most 

Saturdays . 

The children ' s older brother stayed with their 

maternal granny and he would visit them now and again . 

I got on well with him and he was always very pleasant 

when he visited . He worked for a circus for three years 

and then spent ten years with the Foreign Legion . 

The lady who looked after the children in Lochgarry 

Children ' s Home came and visited the children from time 
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to time . This was more about her just visiting them 

rather than checking up on them . I can ' t remember her 

name . 

The social workers visited only very occasionally if 

something happened like when the boy was in hospital . 

When they did come they would just sit and have a cup of 

tea and could see that the children were doing well . At 

the annual review it was only me who attended, not the 

children . At these reviews the panel would say that 

they had received and reviewed various reports and that 

they were happy with the children ' s progress . I thought 

these reviews were important for the continual progress 

of the children . 

The social workers weren ' t really invol ved with me 

and I just got on with living life as a family . One day 

a social worker, a nice lady, came to the house and said 

she was our social worker and spoke of us having five 

previous social workers for the children . I had never 

met any of them . The lady said she now wanted the 

reviews to be every three months instead of annually . 

I think there were two or three three monthly 

reviews before I questioned this and objected to it , 

because for me organising things for these reviews 

required a lot of toing and froing for me and the 

children, between talking to the schools and talking to 
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the doctor to organise reports . Because of this , the 

social worker agreed to keep the reviews annual . I was 

never told why they had considered making the rust every 

three months . 

I didn ' t keep any records nor was I asked to . 

I didn ' t see any need for them, the children were just 

part of the family . 

The older girl left us when she was 16 and got 

a job . As the girls got older they wanted to go out 

more on their own . The older girl would sometimes try 

to pick a fight with me so that she could walk out and 

not come back but I would recognise the signs . One day 

I sat her down and asked her where else she had to go . 

She said she had nowhere to go and started getting 

cheekier and cheekier so I locked the door and told her 

she was grounded . She pushed me to t h e floor in 

an attempt to get the door keys from me . At that point 

my husband arrived home . I told him what had happened 

and he let her out and she stayed with a friend t hat 

night . She came back the next day with a social worker 

and collected her things . That was her leaving for good 

and to me it was like a bereavement in the family . 

She stayed with friends but it didn ' t work out and 

she phoned me one day for help because a friend was 

keeping a video recorder of hers . I told her she needed 
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to call the police . I went over and met her with the 

police . At that point she had a flat in Rutherglen 

which my husband had helped her decorate . She was 16 or 

17 at that point . 

To me she was just being a typical teenager . We 

would visit her in Rutherglen and she visited us . This 

went on for a while but stopped because we didn ' t like 

her boyfriend . She once said to me , ' Don ' t tell me what 

to do , I ' m not your fami l y '. I actually smiled at that 

because it showed I had treated her as one of my own . 

When the older girl left , the younger girl stayed on 

but with her it was different things . She was starting 

to get cheeky . One night she didn ' t come home . She had 

l ost her house keys and I sent her out to look for them 

but she didn ' t come back home . I reported it to social 

workers and the police at Govan . It turned out she had 

stayed in a community flat just next to us . After that 

we changed the lock to the door and didn ' t give her 

a key . 

When she was 14 or 15 she asked to be taken back 

into care . She had been organising a sponsored walk and 

although she collected the money she didn ' t do the walk 

and spent the money . I know that in those days people 

would smack their children for such things but I didn ' t , 

though we did have a big row about it . 
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My own children studied and went to university but 

the two girls refused to stay at school . I didn ' t like 

it when the younger girl said she wanted to leave the 

house because she was part of the family . There was 

a meeting with me, my husband and social workers from 

the home that the young girl had gone to . 

She didn ' t come home one time and I then got a call 

to say that she was in a children ' s home . We got asked 

to a meeting and that was when allegations were put to 

us that she had made . She said she was forced to do 

everything in the house and was treated like Cinderella . 

I said there was an element of truth but explained 

that all six children had helped out , especially now 

that I was working . The younger girl was asked if that 

was true and she ran out of the room . She stayed in 

care until she was 16 when she got a house . She didn ' t 

contact us until one night she had a party during which 

a door got broke and she phoned to ask my husband if he 

could fix it . We then stayed in touch for quite a few 

years . 

The two girls would come back for Sunday dinners . 

If they needed help they knew that they could contact 

me . When they left , I fe l t there wasn ' t enough time put 

in by the social workers to sit and discuss to try and 

work things out . They should have involved mediation 
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but they didn ' t hear our side until everything had been 

decided . The younger girl got a furnished flat from 

social workers . The older girl got her flat herself but 

social work gave her an allowance for furniture . 

The younger girl had a social worker who , when she 

got pregnant , tried to make her have an abortion . The 

younger girl asked me to speak to the woman , whose name 

I don ' t recall , as she wanted to keep the baby . When 

the baby was born I helped her get a pram and things and 

even babysat for her now and again . 

I don ' t feel it ' s for me to say if there should be 

things put in place to complain about social workers . 

I have never been convicted of an offence concerning 

the abuse of chi l dren . 

I can think of nothing that I witnessed that would 

be considered abuse that happened to any of t h e three 

children when they were in my care . If the children had 

ever said anything that worried them, they could always 

speak to me if need be . Nobody has ever accused me of 

being abusive . 

I did have a visit from the police about seven years 

ago , two female officers . I assume they came from 

23 - police office but I don ' t know their names . 

24 According to the police , the younger girl had been 

25 sexually abused i n my house by my younger son . I was in 
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a bit of shock when they were questioning me and I don ' t 

recall what was said in my statement , although I didn ' t 

believe the allegations and I still don ' t believe them . 

My younger son was charged and went to court and I was 

called as a witness but the case didn ' t go ahead and no 

trial took place . 

I can ' t think of anything else I can say that would 

assist the Inquiry in looking at how foster care was 

dealt with in the past . I was a foster parent in name 

only as to me it was me looking after my family . 

I wouldn ' t have been involved if it was other children 

that were looking to be fostered . I took the children 

in as a family and to me we were a family unit . 

I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true ." 

' Eileen ' signed her statement on 11 March 2022 . 

Just to explain , my Lady , why ' Annie ' s ' allegations 

aren ' t specifically referred to in this statement, 

' Eileen ' decl ined to sign a confidentiality undertaking, 

which meant that the Inquiry was unable to put ' Annie ' s ' 

allegations of abuse to ' Eileen ' for her comment in 

advance of giving evidence at hearings . It was intended 

that ' Eileen ' would be invited to give oral evidence and 
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at that stage the allegations could have been put to 

her . However , her attendance was excused on medical 

grounds . 

4 LADY SMITH: Thank you very much . 

5 

6 

She does happen to cover some of the allegations , 

though , in any event . 

7 MS INNES : Yes . 

8 LADY SMITH : Which is helpful . 

9 MS INNES : Yes . 

10 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

11 MS INNES : My Lady, there are some records that Ms Rattray 

12 

13 

is able to refer to in relation to these statements that 

have just been read in . 

14 LADY SMITH : Very well , thank you . 

15 Ms Rattray, whenever you ' re ready with that . 

16 MS RATTRAY : My Lady , the first record we shall look at here 

17 

18 

19 

20 

is at GLA-000001897 , page 1 of that document . 

Just as a reminder , this is against the background 

where ' Annie ' s ' period of care in the foster placement 

was from 1975 until 1987 . 

21 LADY SMITH : Yes , thank you . 

22 MS RATTRAY : The first document we have here , the heading is 

23 

24 

25 

very faint but what this is is a social work report for 

a childcare review meeting to be held on 7 October 1981 . 

This starts with summarising the history of ' Annie ' and 
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her siblings being admitted to care and we see about 

a third of the way down there is a single - line 

paragraph, which is the third paragraph . That reads : 

" Section 16 resol ution on all four chi l dren was 

passed by committee on 1974 . " 

Just to clarify, what that refers to is that Gl asgow 

City Council ' s then predecessor authority, at the time 

Glasgow Corporati on , had assumed parental rights in 

relation to ' Annie ' and her siblings . 

10 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

11 MS RATTRAY : If we look halfway down the page and against 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 
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the background where the chi l dren were fostered from 

1975, we see that it says : 

"After the fostering arrangements were made , t he 

foster home became the concern of the Govan area (from 

Pollok) , the case being transferred here , but the eldest 

brother has continued to be the concern of the Pollok 

office since he l ived with his maternal grandparents in 

the Pollok area . 

This office failed to give any support to the foster 

home in the next few years until the case was picked up 

by Joan Watson social worker at Govan who visited 

21 March 1979 and was met by quite a bit of aggression 

on the foster mother ' s part . " 

These are the references that - has made in 
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her statement about having been placed in care , the 

Local Authority having assumed parental rights , they had 

no contact at all for years . 

4 LADY SMITH: That ' s four years or so that passed. 

5 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

I f we turn over the page to page 2 of this document . 

Once again the heading is faint , but these are the 

minutes of the childcare review that was held on 

7 October 1981 . The first paragraph at the top of the 

10 page under the heading, " Purpose of review", that says : 

11 "This is the first review of this fostering 

12 placement despite the fact the children were placed with 

13 the foster family in - 1975 . " 

14 LADY SMITH: That ' s six years down the line? 

15 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

16 LADY SMITH : The lack of input was noticed about four years 

17 down the line? 

18 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

19 LADY SMITH : But another two years or so passed before they 

20 had a formal review? 

21 MS RATTRAY : My Lady, the fo l lowing records that we ' l l look 

22 

23 

24 

25 

at actually postdate ' Annie ' s ' time in the foster 

placement . She l eft in - 1987 and they rel ate to 

when her younger brother , who was still there , was with 

the foster family . Whilst they don ' t relate directly to 
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' Annie ', they do offer an insight into some of the 

matters that ' Annie ' raises in her statement about the 

involvement of the social work department . 

4 LADY SMITH: He was about two years younger than her , wasn ' t 

5 he? 

6 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

7 LADY SMITH : Something like that . She was about three when 

8 they went to the foster family 

9 MS RATTRAY : Yes , and he --

10 LADY SMITH : and he was one . 

11 MS RATTRAY : He was one , yes . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
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The next document we ' ll l ook at is GLA- 000001894 and 

if we turn to page 2 of that document . What this 

document is is it ' s minutes of a review meeting he l d on 

10 November 1988 , so this is some years later , in 

relation to the younger brother . 

If we scroll down to the foot of the page , the 

second half of the page , we see that there ' s a summary 

of the discussion . The first paragraph of that says : 

"It was accepted that some of the contact dates on 

the social worker ' s review form were inaccurate , and in 

addition it was accepted that the foster father does 

understand the implications of the parental rights 

legislation, but understandably feels aggrieved at the 

inconsistencies of the social work department 
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involvement , for long period having no contact with any 

social worker whatsoever ." 

We see that there ' s an asterisk at the word 

" inaccurate" . At the foot of the page it suggests that 

these are down to "administrative errors". 

6 LADY SMITH : Whatever that means . 

7 MS RATTRAY : Indeed . There isn ' t anything further in the 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
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2 1 
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records which tells us about that . 

I f we turn the page in this document to the next 

page , page 3 of the documents and a continuation of this 

review meeting . At the top here under , " Decisions to be 

taken", we see number 4 there is : 

"Marie Clarke to retain minimum contact with the 

family as required under the boarding- out regulations 

unless otherwise requested . " 

I think Marie Clarke is referred to i n ' Annie ' s ' 

statement , but it seems notwithstanding the complete 

l ack of support and absence , they ' re going to maintain 

minimum contact , which I suppose would be a vast 

improvement on what had taken place previously . 

The next record is at GLA- 000001895 and the first 

page of this document . These are case notes from 1988 

and once again would be prepared in the context of the 

younger brother in the placement . The first entry is 

1 0 May 1988 . It ' s handwritten , but I ' ll read it out in 
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full , it goes over the page , because it does offer some 

insights on the part of the social worker : 

"The foster parents made it clear that they blamed 

the social work department for ' Annie ' s ' removal into 

Urrdale Children ' s Home . They felt that the social work 

department had a l lowed ' Annie ' to abuse the system by 

more or less demanding that she move out of the foster 

home . Essentially the problem was related to ' Annie ' 

feeling that the foster parents were too strict -- (a) 

they insisted that she wear school uniform, (b) she had 

to be in the house at a certain time on school days . 

' Annie ' also found it difficult to get on with one of 

the sons and she felt that her sister , herself and 

brother were treated differently from the rest of the 

family . 

At a subsequent childcare review she refused to go 

back home with the foster parents and the decision was 

made that she was admitted to Urrdale Children ' s Home . 

An attempt was made at a meeting thereafter for the 

foster family and ' Annie ' to reconcile their differences 

but this ended with the foster father walking out of the 

review." 

I think that ' s something too that ' Annie ' refers to 

in her statement . 

"Overall the foster parents ' feelings are that up 
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unti l this incident invol ving ' Annie ' they had received 

very little support from the social work department and 

then when the social work department did become involved 

the situation was made worse . 

In discussion with the younger brother, he felt that 

because his sisters were now out of the house he felt in 

a difficult position . He had divided loyalties and is 

beginning, according to the foster family , to make 

threats to her that he will just come down to the social 

work department and ask to get taken into a Children ' s 

Home as ' Annie ' did . 

At present the involvement of the social work 

department was minimal -- they prefer to get on without 

too much contact from the department but knew that if 

there were any problems to contact us ." 

Then we have under the heading of " Assessment": 

"The overall impression with this couple is that 

they wanted as little to do with the social work 

department as possible . However , while their complaints 

about the social work department ' s involvement had a lot 

of truth , they seem not to be willing to take any 

responsibility for the situation with ' Annie '. They 

were not prepared to accept that at least in part 

perhaps they needed to compromise more -- essentially 

the sister , ' Annie ' and the brother had to meet their 
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standards or else . However , I do suspect that they were 

as equally strict with their own family and they might 

have been able to accept it more . 

They impress as a couple who need to be very much in 

control and rather rigid in their attitudes . 

Obviously fostering l ong term, even if it is 

related , is an artificial situation and there will be 

difficulties . The problem is that often foster parents 

feel that if they admit there are problems then this is 

seen as a failure . However , it is interesting to note 

that the sister , ' Annie ' and now the brother are making 

clear statements that the foster parents ' regime is too 

strict or perhaps they have outgrown the family 

situation, as is often the case in ordinary family 

situations . " 

Turning now to page 4 --

17 LADY SMITH : A couple of things strike me there . 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

Of course the foster parents and the social work 

department would have no idea how things had progressed 

with their own family because their own family were not 

in care . They were not subject to any supervision by 

the social work department . 

23 MS RATTRAY : No . 

24 LADY SMITH : For all we know , they might have felt exactly 

25 the same by the time they became teenagers in this 
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strict regime . 

Separately, I think we ' re seeing again what we've 

seen in other cases of confusion , foster parents 

thinking, well , the social workers are there for our 

convenience if we want them and we don ' t need them, but 

the social work department of course primarily , 

particularly where they ' ve assumed parental 

responsibilities , had duties to the children 

9 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

10 LADY SMITH : -- and the children ' s interests were coming 

11 

12 

13 

first , but there ' s no sign of the foster parents 

recognising that the social workers were for the. 

children . 

14 MS RATTRAY : Mm- hmm . 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Indeed there ' s no sign in these reflections of the 

social worker , that during this period there ' d been no 

opportunity to listen to the children or to find out how 

they felt about anything . 

19 LADY SMITH : No . 

20 MS RATTRAY : We have a further record at page 4 of this 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

document , my Lady . These again are case notes and are 

from 30 July 1988, once again in the context of the 

brother still being in the placement . 

I ' m looking about approximately in the middle of the 

page we see there ' s a reference to ' Annie ' s ' hrother,. 
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being unhappy at the home . Then a few lines down it 

says : 

"He does not feel that the foster carers treat him 

or indeed his sisters as part of the family -- he feels 

rejected by them . It seems that the son , who is now 

training to be a policeman - - accused the foster 

children of upsetting the whole family and causing all 

the problems . He apparently also hit ' Annie ' s ' brother 

when the foster mother was downstairs . 

The brother states he no longer wants to live with 

the foster family and he wants to sort out his problems 

on his own ." 

What we see here is a further breakdown . First the 

older sister , then ' Annie ' and then the brother . 

My Lady , that completes looking at the notes of the 

time , but there is a further document that I ' d like to 

take Your Ladyship to . This is at WIT . 003 . 002 . 0766 . 

What this is is this is a report dated 25 July 2015 

by Joseph Byrne , who is a registered social worker in 

Kent . This is a report provided to the Inquiry by 

' Annie ' and this is the report she refers to in her 

statement which was prepared for the purposes of her 

court proceedings . I t appears to be an expert report, 

so someone who ' s prepared it is conscious of their 

duties to the court in that capacity and was prepared on 
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the instructions of ' Annie ' s ' solicitors in those civil 

proceedings against Glasgow City Council . 

Your Ladyship will recall that ' Annie ' said that 

a settlement was agreed --

5 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

6 MS RATTRAY : - - in respect of those proceedings . 

7 

8 

I will take Your Ladyship to only parts of the 

report , but it is available in full in the bundle --

9 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

10 MS RATTRAY : for those with leave to appear to read . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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20 

2 1 

22 
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Perhaps just by way of a background it ' s appropriate 

to turn to page 2 and just set out the background of t h e 

report . At page 2 , as one would expect , Joseph Byrne 

sets out his qualifications and experience . At the foot 

of the page , from paragraph 4, he sets out the 

background of his instructions and he was asked to 

prepare an independent report in respect of the care 

received by ' Annie ' while she was in the care of t he 

social work departmen t of Glasgow City Council ' s 

predecessors between 11111974 -- and turning to 

page 3 -- her discharge from care on - 1990 . 

On page 3 , paragraph 5 Mr Byrne sets out the 

information that was provided to him for the purposes of 

the report . At paragraph 5 we see that this includes 

some redacted social work records referring to her time 
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in the care of the Local Authority and correspondence 

from Glasgow City Council stating that there are no 

other social work records available . So this has been 

prepared from information provided and whatever records 

that the council were able to provide to the instructing 

solicitors . 

From paragraph 7 the remit of the report is set out 

and there ' s five aspects to that . 

The first to clarify the nature of the duties of 

care expected from a social work department under the 

pertaining legislation and the way in which these would 

be expected to be implemented in terms of monitoring and 

supervision . 

Secondly, to comment on any obligations and duties 

as regards speaking to the child and allowing her 

a proper opportunity to express any grievances and any 

obligations and duties with respect to further 

investigation and fo l low- up if there were reports 

indicating problems or other issues with the placement . 

Thirdly , to comment on the nature and extent to 

which the social work department carried out these 

duties and the nature and extent of any failures 

amounting to fai l ures of duties , their nature and 

effect , and whether -- turning to page 4 -- the 

placement would have been likely to have been brought to 
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an end or other protective action to prevent abuse 

taken . 

The fourth matter is to make causal links between 

the breaches , if any , and abuse , for what period. 

Fifth ly , to commen t upon any other issues whi c h t h e 

writer might think may be of relevance . 

That really is j ust setting out the context of the 

report . 

I won ' t l ook at a huge amount of detail here . 

Generally speaking the layout of the report is there ' s 

a section on ' Annie ' s ' care history, a section on 

' Annie ' s ' medical records in foster care , a section on 

' Annie ' s ' statement and then there ' s a summary in 

response to each of these aspects of the l etter of 

instructions and these five matters . 

In relation to the f i rst item clarifying t he nature 

and duties of care , there is a section where the writer 

discusses the framework of boarding- out regulations and 

so forth , but I will turn to page 15 , if I may . 

20 LADY SMITH : Certainly . 

2 1 MS RATTRAY : If we scrol l down the page , this is t h e aspect 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of t he bullet poi nts , the second aspect , the writer 

already having discussed the content essen tially o f t h e 

various regulations . This was the section where he was 

asked to comment on any obligations and duties as 
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regards speaking to the child and allowing her a proper 

opportunity to express any grievances and any 

obligations and duties with respect to further 

investigations and follow- up . I ' ll read out what he 

says about that , because it is a helpful summary, 

perhaps . 

7 LADY SMITH : Just before you do that , noting that this 

8 

9 

10 

expert was based in Kent , what qualifications did he 

have to comment on the application of Scottish 

regulations? Do we know? 

11 MS RATTRAY : I don ' t know . 

12 LADY SMITH : I just wondered 

13 MS RATTRAY : We have this in isolation . I did in fact note 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

he was based down south . He does set out at part 1 what 

he understands the regulations to be , but I dare say 

anybody can read them and write that . It ' s not e nti r ely 

clear . He seems to be an experienced social worker , but 

beyond that we ' re not really able to comment on his 

level of experience --

20 LADY SMITH : It may be he worked in Scotland at one point . 

2 1 MS RATTRAY : Perhaps . If he does , he doesn ' t mention it . 

22 LADY SMITH : Okay, thank you . 

23 MS RATTRAY : I wonder whether they were just looking for 

24 

25 

someone outwith Scotland perhaps with people moving 

around between d ifferent authorities or conflicts 
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1 perhaps . I ' m not sure . 

2 LADY SMITH : Thanks . 

3 MS RATTRAY : From paragraph 56 here on page 15, what the 

4 

5 

6 
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writer says is : 

"The available records suggest that the Local 

Authority systematically failed to review the placement 

on a six monthly basis . A number of social workers 

visited sporadically . There is no evidence that they 

had direct and confidential discussions with ' Annie ' 

about her wishes and feelings on a regular basis 

throughout the placement . 

I n my opinion, the Local Authority failed to take 

the necessary action to safeguard and promote the 

welfare of ' Annie ' throughout her childhood . The 

handwritten note made by Ms Clarke in May 1988 ... " 

My Lady , that ' s the handwritten note that has just 

been read out . 

18 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

19 MS RATTRAY : suggests that there were fu ndamen tal 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

difficulties in the foster home that the Local Authority 

failed to confront or attempt to ameliorate . The foster 

carers were left to their own devices for considerable 

periods of time . 

There is no evidence to suggest that any of the 

social workers who v i sited formed a working relationship 
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with ' Annie ' or her siblings . The only conversation 

recorded is one between the brother and Ms Clarke in 

1988 . ' Annie ' has alleged that she ran away on a number 

of occasions . Her sister left the placement on two 

occasions and had finally moved away before the events 

of - 1 987 . The Local Authority appeared determined 

to maintain the placement at all costs . " 

That is his opinion , having read the records and the 

information he had . 

Moving to the next part , where he was asked to 

comment on the nature and the extent to which the social 

work department carried out these duties and the nature 

and extent of any failures of their duties in the 

context of what he has read . He says : 

"The Local Authority placed the children in the care 

of the foster parents in - 1975 and failed to 

visit the foster home until - 1979, three and a half 

years later . The first review of the placement convened 

in - 1981 , nearly six years after the children 

moved to the care of the foster family ." 

These are consistent with the records that we have 

just looked at . 

"The Local Authority enjoyed parental rights for 

' Annie ' through her time in foster care . In my opinion , 

the Local Authori ty failed the test that it had applied 
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to ' Annie ' s ' father in 1974 and persistently failed to 

exercise its responsibilities as a parent . The foster 

carers appeared to have taken on the parental duties 

without adequate monitoring or supervision . Two of 

three children left the placement prematurely . 

The medical notes suggest that routine annual 

medicals were not carried out throughout the placement ." 

I ' m now moving to page 18, my Lady, where he ' s 

commenting on whether there was a causal link and here 

he said : 

" The first review suggested that the carers 

encountered difficulties when ' Annie ' and her siblings 

were first-placed with the foster family . The final 

note by Ms Clarke describes the foster carers as 

a couple who wished to be in control with rigid 

attitudes . They wished minimal contact with the Local 

Authority, despite two placement breakdowns and with the 

younger brother stil l in their care . The fact that the 

Local Authority was able to agree to minimal contact 

reflected the attitude it had taken to its statutory 

duties since 1975 ." 

That ' s the view of this person . He ' s questioning 

that having been out of contact for so long, why were 

they agreeing to minimal contact . 

He goes on to say : 
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"The Local Authority appeared to have forgotten that 

it had parental rights for ' Annie ' . If the court finds 

' Annie ' s ' allegations are true then there is little 

doubt that the lack of monitoring and supervision would 

have made her vulnerable . However that failure by the 

Local Authority coupl ed with the attitude belatedly 

identified in the carers left ' Annie ' vulnerable in any 

case . 

The Local Authority ' s failure to carry out its 

statutory duty made it impossible for it to safeguard 

and protect ' Annie '. The anger faced by the social 

worker in 1979 should have been an indication that all 

was not well . Unfortunately there was no follow up in 

1 979 and a subsequent lack of continuity in the approach 

to the children ' s needs , wishes and feelings ." 

16 LADY SMITH : That must have been the anger of the foster 

17 mother that ' s recorded in the notes . 

18 MS RATTRAY : Yes . 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"The placement developed into something that could 

be described as a pseudo adoption . The Local Authority 

failed to exercise its duties under the Social Work 

(Scotland) Act 1968 and left the children in what 

proved, at best , a controlling and rigid environment . 

If ' Annie ' s ' allegations are true , the inaction of the 

Local Authority , its failure to exercise its parental 
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rights and powers to monitor and supervise her care left 

it unable to safeguard and promote her welfare ." 

Then turning the page to page 19 , the final matter 

he comments on is whether there were any other issues 

which he thinks might be of relevance . He says : 

" The availabl e papers demonstrate unacceptable 

professional practice, compounded by the limited actions 

that the Local Authority did take between 1975 and 1987 

to safeguard ' Annie '. It did not visit her on a regular 

basis , it did not review her welfare for almost six 

years and it did not record the expressed wishes of 

' Annie ' as required by its statutory duties and its rol e 

as corporate parent . In my opinion , the Local 

Authority ' s failure to meet even the minimum standards 

required left it unable to safeguard and protect ' Annie ' 

throughout her childhood ." 

Then the report is dated 20 July 2015 and - - we 

won ' t read it -- at the foot of the page and over the 

page , Joseph Byrne sets out his understanding of h is 

duty as an expert witness . 

Although he understands his duty as an expert 

witness , obviously this i s a case that settled , we don ' t 

know what the court might have made of it , and as 

Your Ladyship pointed out , we don ' t know exactly the 

extent of his experience in perhaps a Scottish context . 
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But it ' s a helpful summary of the records and it does 

accord with information we have seen today and it may be 

of assistance in this matter . 

4 LADY SMITH : I don ' t think any of the information we ' ve 

5 

6 

heard today conflicts with what he ' s saying here , 

actually . 

7 MS RATTRAY : No . 

8 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

9 MS RATTRAY : My Lady , I appreciate the time is now 3 . 55 and 

10 I don ' t think we have time for further read-ins today . 

11 LADY SMITH : Very well . 

12 

13 

14 

We ' l l finish there for today and I' ll sit again at 

10 o ' clock tomorrow morning when , remind me , the plan 

is? 

15 MS RATTRAY : The plan is we have three oral witnesses 

16 

17 

18 

scheduled for the day and in the hope that everyon e 

remains well we will have three oral witnesses to give 

evidence . 

19 LADY SMITH : We can confirm that in the morning . 

20 Thank you both very much . Thank you . 

21 (3 . 58 pm) 

22 (The Inquiry adjourned until 10 . 00 am on 

23 Friday, 23 September 2022) 

24 

25 
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