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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

MZW

Support person present: Yes

. Al MZW
My name is and | am known as My surname when | was born

was My date of birth is-1943 and | am presently seventy-six years
old. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born at the Western General Hospital in Edinburgh. My mother was -
. or - bgt | don't know who my fathérwas. As an adult | got a
copy of my birth certificate, which says that she was the widow of

and that she lived at _ Edinburgh.

| have three older sisters who are - -andand an older brother
- andlSilll were all sent out to Australia as child migrants before

me. - stayed in the UK and moved to England, but she's dead now. Mother
had one more child after me, a girl called-who was born in- 1947. She was

adopted out and I've never met her.

I only have vague memories of my childhood before | went into care, one being when
I was sitting in an armchair with my grandad, but that's all. I've since learned that
apparently a bottle of polish or something exploded while | was sitting there and | got

a burn on my leg.



WIT.001.002.7696

My mum'’s brothers all lived in my grandparents’ house too and apparently they were
cleaning the brass buttons of their army uniforms and they left the cleaner near the
fire. It exploded and burned my left leg. Mum later told me that when she looked at
my leg, she tried to pull off what she thought was my nylon sock, but it was actually
my skin and she ripped it right off.

My sister who stayed in the UK,- later told me that we were all evacuated to
Inverness near the end of the war. When we came back to Edinburgh, all the children

whose parents weren't at the railway station were transported to the orphanages.

Mum wasn't there to meet us so that's where all of us except-Nent.-

was fifteen and said she didn't want to go to the orphanage so she went down to
England to get a job instead.

| have been shown a document that was provided to the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

by the Good Shepherd Sisters, which shows me as born on-

1943 at Aberdeen and that | was admitted to the Good Shepherd Convent at Colinton

in Edinburgh on 1947. That document also records me as going to
Australia on 1949.

Apart from the fact that | was born in Edinburgh and not Aberdeen, | don't believe the
dates in that document are correct. It was my belief that | went into the Good Shepherd
in 1945 when | was about three. | also know that | went to Australia when | was five.

Life in care - Scotland
Woodfield Children’s Home (Good Shepherd Convent), Colinton, Edinburgh

All | really remember about the Good Shepherd is walking around doing nothing
because | had nobody to play with. There was nobody else my age and all the other
kids were in school. | never went to school because | was too young. It seemed like
| was the only person there sometimes and | don't even remember seeing my sisters

MDK :
and -whale | was there.
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| remember seeing my mother a couple of times when she came to visit, but | don’t
know if we did anything when she did. | don't remember much else at all. | can’t even
remember the Sisters who looked after us or what they were like.

Migration

Selection/information

| don't remember who spoke to me about going to Australia or what was said. | was
only five years old.

Migration papers

| have provided the Inquiry with a copy of my migration form, which has been signed
by my mother.

There is also a form on the back that records that | am healthy and bright and there is
a reference to the injury | got from when | was burnt by the can of polish exploding. |
don't remember going to see a doctor for any health checks or getting any
vaccinations.

Leaving Scotland

. MDK g
| have since learned lhat- -and AN - || went out to Australia before me. |
have no recollection of leaving or if my mother or anyone else was there to see me off.

| know | had a case with me when | left because | have since managed to get some
photographs, but | don't know what was in it.

Journey on RMS Mooltan

| have no memory of getting on the ship, which I've since found out was called the
Mooltan. | only have vague memories of walking around the ship during the journey.
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| can’t remember anything at all about who looked after me or if there were other
children being migrated with me.

Arrival in Australia

The Mooltan arrived in Fremantle, Western Australia (WA) on -1949, just before
| turned six years of age.

| have been shown a copy of the ship’s manifest by the Inquiry , but I'm not listed on
it. That just shows how inaccurate the records are, because | later obtained other
records which confirm | was on the Mooltan. To me this just shows how the authorities

didn't care. | have provided a copy of these other records to the Inquiry.

| learned later that | was supposed to have been going to Adelaide, however my sister
-slopped it. | found out that our mother wrote :o- and told her that | was
coming out to Australia and- made a big fuss when she was told by the nuns that
| was going to Adelaide. Apparently- said that she was going to go to the

newspapers if | didn’t go to St Joseph's at Subiaco, WA, where she and MDK " [Ty

Although | didn’t know it at the time, | have found out that before the Mooltan docked
at Fremantle, it stopped at Woodman Point, which is a headland a little to the south of
where the Immigration Department was. There had been an outbreak of smallpox on
the ship and anybody that was getting off in WA had to stay at Woodman Point until it

was clear.

| think it was mostly men who got off there as well as the four or five kids who were all

going to St Joseph's. One was a little boy called _ who was the

same age as me and there was_who was about the same age as my
sisteriitill There was also-who was a lot older and who went to Tardun.

| don’t know about the others, but_was also Scottish. | have a

photograph of everyone that was kept at Woodman Point.

| have since obtained a copy of a letter that says | had spots on my forehead and arms
and that they thought | had smallpox. Another girl called-. who was with
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her family and going to Sydney, had ‘Grade 1' smallpox and they thought | might have
had it too. We were all put in a single big room at Woodman Point and | went into

quarantine with_and a few others.

23. | have a photograph of me which was taken by one of the newspapers just as | was
about to be moved to the quarantine centre at Woodman Point. There is a man in
uniform in the photo who is the quarantine master about to take us in. | have provided
a copy of this photo to the Inquiry.

24. | was kept at Woodman Point for seventeen days and | was there over my sixth
birthday. | have since found out from an article in the Daily News newspaper that |
was cleared to leave Woodman Point on -1949. All | remember of my time
there was that a doctor and a nurse used to put stuff on my face that used to sting.

25. | don't remember leaving Woodman Point or who | might have been picked up by. All
I do know is that when | left | went to St Joseph's Orphanage at Subiaco, where my

= MDK
sisters -and were.

Life in care — Australia

St Joseph's Orphanage, Subiaco, WA

General

26. | know that St Joseph's was run by the Sisters of Mercy. The Mother Superior was
who was an old, fat woman and all the other staff were nuns as well.
Some of the older girls worked in the kitchen, but they were never in charge of the
kids.

27. | think there would have been a couple of hundred children at St Joseph's and the
nuns called us all by our first names. All the older ones were girls, but there were
some young boys in a foundling home and kindergarten as well. There were also
some elderly people who stayed upstairs and had their own balcony.
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and we'd have to launder it. As well as their clothing, we'd have all the sheets and
pillowcases to wash and hang out on the line.

There were more chores to do after school. We had to go up to the dormitories and
take all the quilts off the beds, fold them up and make our beds ready for night.

For all the work we did, we never got any payment or pocket money or any treats. |
didn't know what money or lollies were.

Christmas and Birthdays

Birthdays were never celebrated and Christmas wasn't much either. One year we got
clothes for Christmas, but they were gone when we came back from church. If you
got a toy for Christmas it was gone by the time you woke up in the morning.

Another year we were all given a toothbrush and a little round tin of toothpaste for
Christmas. It was a big thing to get toothpaste, but after | put mine in the locker beside
my bed it disappeared.

Visitors

After | was sent out to Australia, in 1953 my mum emigrated as well and she came to
visit me a couple of times. My brother- came to VISIt a couple of times as well,

after he left the orphanage he had been put in. When came | just used to sit

there because | didn’t know what to say to him. | didn’t know him and | didn’t know
what to talk about because | had never had any communication with him.

If any visitors came from the Child Welfare Department the nuns made us change out
of our day clothes and into our special dresses, so that we looked nice and neat and
tidy. I'm not sure whether they came once a year or twice a year, but they never spoke
to any of us children without the nuns being there anyway. You wouldn’t want to say
too much with the nuns being there because of the consequences if you did.

Family
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There is a five year age gap between and | and we were lucky if we saw each
other once a week because the nuns kept the different age groups apart.

| used to write to Mum after she moved out to Australia. | never did before because |
was too young. My brotherwas a sheep shearer so | never wrote to him, but |

wrote to- and as well once they left the orphanage.

Trips and holidays

On one special Sunday a month we were allowed to go and visit our relatives if we
had any. | would go and see my mum on those Sundays and the nuns would give me
money to catch the train. When | was about twelve, once-and SRl (<t the
orphanage, | used to go and see them as well if | was allowed out. | was also allowed

togo tu“wedding one day.
Emotional care/support

You relied mostly on other girls for any emotional support, rather than the nuns. We

all had our little groups of friends and would turn to each other.

| would hear other girls talk about having their periods, but the nuns never told us
anything about them. It was a shock when my periods started and | didn’t know who
| could ask or turn to. | think | told one of the other girls and one of the nuns got me
something to use.

Discipline

Although the nuns weren't all cruel, they were all cold and uncaring. None of them

ever showed any affection towards us and | never saw a nun put her arm around
anybody. The cruel ones whose names | remeW who was
the Mother Superior, Siste and Sister who was horrible,
she was shocking.
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LYB
had a big cane and would use it to belt us when she wanted to

discipline us. The number of times we would get disciplined like that depended
whether we had been caught doing something wrong. If you pinched something or
swore, even if you said the word ‘bloody’, you would get whacked. It wasn't just me, |
saw other girls getting punished like that too.

If you did something wrong in class, the whole class heard about it. They made you
feel horrible in front of the whole class, most of whom were your friends. They would
think that you were getting told off because you couldn't keep up with something and
you would feel like you were going to lose your friends. It was never one-on-one, the
whole school always heard about it.

| got it one night in the dormitory in front of everybody. | had to put my hand out and
one of the nuns whacked me with her cane. My thumbs were really swollen and sore,
so much so that | wasn't able to write the next day. | never received any medical
attention either that time or any other time | was punished.

Another nun had a strap that she used to hit girls' hands with as well. It was always
our hands they hit, nowhere else, although they did pull our ears sometimes.

Abuse at St Joseph's Orphanage

| participated in the WA Redress Scheme and detailed the abuse | suffered at St
Joseph's in my application. | described the beatings | received from the nuns and the
beatings that | saw others being given. | also describe the sexual abuse | was
subjected to by my mum’s partner. She took up with him after she moved to Australia
and he abused me when | went to visit on a Sunday while | was still living at St
Joseph's.

| have provided a copy of my application for redress to the Inquiry and | can confirm
that it is a true and accurate account of my experiences.
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) MEF " A .
| didn’t see my brother-for some time, although we have since been in contact.
| think he went into the Bush and then ended up in New South Wales. | still keep in

touch with my sisters- and and we are all close. | was godmother to

first child.
Treatment/support

| have never reported or spoken about what happened to me to anyone other than Dr
Philippa White of Tuart Place, who helped me fill out my Redress WA application.
Other than speaking to her, | have never had any other counselling or support.

MDK

| find Tuart Place to be very good. and | regularly come down to different things

including craftwork on a Thursday. | love it.

| think | would find some extra form of support useful. Sometimes you really need to
talk and | think some kind of counselling would be good.

Records and family tracing

| got a lot of my records from the National Archives office at Victoria Park in Perth,
including a copy of a document of identity from 1949, just before | sailed to Australia.
| also have copies of a letter from the Catholic Migration Office to the Director of
Migration about me going to St Joseph's instead of Adelaide and saying that my name

wasn't on the list.

Another letter mentions the spots that | had on my arms and forehead when | arrived
in Australia and that | was put into quarantine with the girl who had the
Grade 1 smallpox. Years later | met up with nd | have a copy of a story that
was in one of the newspapers, the Daily News, about it.

| now have copies of both my birth certificate and an extract that | got from the Child

Welfare department. | think the nuns must have had my birth certificate and they gave
it to them. Child Welfare also gave me a copy of my baptism certificate and some
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Nationality

98. I'm not sure when, sometime in the early 1990s, my sistertold me she wanted
to become an Australian, so we both applied for citizenship together. We had to pay
eighty-five dollars for it, although | didn't see why we should have had to. | hold an

Australian passport, but | consider myself a Scot.

99. | now receive an Australian pension and | am able to access different welfare benefits
if | was ever to require them.

Impact

100. | detail in my Redress WA application the impact my time in the orphanages and the
abuse | have suffered has had on me. | have not had a very happy time.

101. The burn on my left leg was never treated properly while | was in the orphanages and
I've continued to have problems with my leg since

Final thoughts

102. | don't know what response there should be to all the child migrants. I'm glad that
there is now an Inquiry and that somebody is at last helping us.

103. | hope that giving evidence to the Inquiry helps make sure that children in care today
are safer.

104. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

17






