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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

IDN

Support person present: No.

1. My name is jat That was the name that | was known as
when | went to boarding school. My date of birth is ||| | | | 1955 My contact
details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. My father was ||} 2nc he was from Tarbert, Argyll. He served in the
military service and worked overseas in Northern Rhodesia, Southern Africa. | was

born in Lusaka, Zambia. My father died aged fifty nine.

3. My mother is_ but everyone calls her- She is from

Aberdeen. She worked for the Ministry of Transport in Zambia as || GGz
personal assistant. My mother is one hundred and two years old. She has pretty

serious Alzheimer’s, so no longer knows me or my brother. My brother, [l

I s trcc years older than me.

4. | went to Lusaka infant school in Zambia and then Lusaka boys’ school. | have very
fond memories of early childhood.

5 In 1967 my father got a job with the UN working in Ghana, West Africa. My parents
did not know much about the local schools in Ghana, and | don’t think they would have

been up to scratch anyway, so they kind of had to send my brother and | to boarding
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city and they thought it was a nice place. They also had a bank account in Edinburgh,

and it was somewhere in the middle between Tarbert and Aberdeen.

| had a few nicknames at the school. One was [ERlj and was coined by Hamish
Dawson, my house master at the time. The other was which | was not so
pleased about, but most of my friends addressed me as

Layout of Edinburgh Academy

The boarding houses were at a place called Kinnear Road, Edinburgh. In front of the
boarding houses were some playing fields, which were great for sporting events and
just kicking a ball around. Fettes College was also nearby. | was in McKenzie House
to start off with. We had a daily walk to senior school past the Royal Botanic Garden
and the Water of Leith. We would emerge at Henderson Row, where the senior school

was.

The senior school was a sort of neo classical design with grey stone. It was rather
blunt if you were looking in through the gates at Henderson Row. To my mind it was
quite a severe looking place. It was low rise, and the centre part was the assembly hall

where there were classes attached.

To the left and right there were buildings that extended all the way from the front gates
to the rear of the school. The rector and the senior common room were to the right.
The library was also to the right and then beyond that were the physics and chemistry

laboratories.

At the very back centre was the gym and to the left was a junior block where eleven
year olds worked and Hamish Dawson was in that block. Coming back up Henderson
Row, to the left was English, history and French. The arts tended to be on the left and
the sciences on the right. The dining hall was to the left of the gym, and above which
was Hamish Dawson’s classroom. There was a dining hall and a tuck shop on the

ground floor.
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Divisions and houses

The boarding houses were fairly prepossessing. | think they have now been converted
into luxury flats. MacKenzie was the largest house with all of the smaller children and
Dundas was the smallest house. There were two others called Scott and Jeffery.
MacKenzie, Scott and Jeffery were all in a line on the same road and Dundas was
over the other side of the road. Dundas had maybe twenty to thirty boys in it, it was
very small. MacKenzie, Scott and Jeffery had at least eighty to a hundred boys. It was

majority day pupils at the school.

Bl s the house master for MacKenzie house. He was quite an endearing chap,
small, and a pretty accomplished cricketer. SN 25 the house tutor and the
opposite of (S} He was very tall and very lean. He was not full of human warmth

and empathy.

Dundas had Hamish Dawson as house master really on his own. There was a fellow
called [N 2nd his nickname was [ESlll He had gone to Australia for a year
and come back with an Australian accent. He was a huge man and probably weighed
about twenty stone. He would occasionally step in when Dawson had other things to
do but the only other people that lived in the boarding house was Dawson, his wife

and his two daughters. They were very separate from us, naturally.

In Scott House, in my first year, the house master was Mcllwaine. We called the house
tutor His surname was [Gaglll He was later replaced byand
Mcllwaine may have retired. Mcllwaine was replaced by Stuart Fowley. Then there
were visiting tutors as support who were normally teachers that would step in from

time to time to supervise things like prep.

The big division was between day boys and boarders. Things like football would have
been quite a serious contest. Everyone was grouped at senior school for athletics, but

football was not an official sport of the school.
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In school the Academy was traditional so all the teachers would be in gowns, but in
the house, the house master would be more smart/casual. They kind of set the tone

for the place.

There were usually matrons in every house. They were usually elderly ladies as when
they got younger, they caused a bit of a stir amongst the boys. A lot of kids were
homesick after being torn from their mother and the matron wore the shoes of a mother
sometimes. | don’t remember being terribly homesick, but | am sure | shed tears a
couple of times. If you ever had a set back at school, of any kind, then you would feel
you didn’t have the crutch of your parents’ presence to share the burden. Occasionally
the matron would act as a maternal figure and someone you could go to if you were in
some distress. | don't think | ever did, but | knew that was available.

IS = the rector and he fveq I | i e

lived with his sister. He had done war service and my parents were aware of that as
they often spoke of him with a very high regard. | think he was decorated for bravery.
The house masters would report to him ultimately. He also taught- so | was
very aware of him. | think that was a very good thing as he kept his hand in and knew
what was going on. He was a very good [Jjjjjilijand also taught i}

— struck me as a lonely figure, but | think his heart was in the right place

and he would be horrified if he knew any or some of what went on.

There was also a board of governors above the rector but as an eleven year old | was
not aware of the particular governing of the school. had some
connection with the school who was a senior _ at_
Whether he was on the board of governors | am not sure. | was aware of such a body,
but | wasn’t aware of who might have been on it and whether or not they might have
been approachable.
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Background of children who came to the school

There was a lot of farming stock at the school. That was kids whose parents were
farmers and lived significantly far away to justify boarding. There were also quite a
large number of pupils at the school because it ran through the generations, so their
dad or grandparent had gone to the school. There were also forces people, so people
whose parents were based abroad like Hong Kong. Strangely there wasn't a lot of

foreign nationals. It was typically a white British school and exclusively male.

Routine at Edinburgh Academy
Early memories of being at Edinburgh Academy

My earliest memory was probably being handed over toand my parents
leaving. | had a sense of one door closing and another opening. The door of normal
family life in Africa was closing and another in loco parentis was opening.and
were my new parents as it were. | didn’t make a strong parental connection with

them. | simply saw them as authority figures.

| am sure | was attached to another boy who walked and talked me around the house
but | don’t remember a tour specifically. | think | felt a combination of fear and
trepidation, but also excitement. My father had gone to boarding school, so it was a
little like following in his footsteps. It was a sort of nervous excitement. | wasn'’t overly
traumatised. | might have had a couple of instances of being homesick and tearful, but
| don’t even know if | sought comfort at those times. You are vulnerable, emotional,

and small and you don’t understand it all, but | wasn’t traumatised.
Daily routine

| was struck by the cold at the boarding houses. They had big cast iron radiators, but

they didn’t seem to generate enough heat. We would get up quite early in the morning.
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It doesn’t matter how much legislation you bring in, if you can’t get to the heart and
mind of the offender or fraudsters, you can’t get to them. You just have to have the
structures in place to make it a bit more difficult for them to perpetrate their particular
crimes. Edinburgh Academy clearly didn’t have that structure then, but they may have
it now. It should just be a clear line where children are not taken advantage of by
adults.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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