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do whatever the older ones told them to do. | heard of things that boys had to do as
fags that seemed ridiculous and outrageous at the time. The ephors were like the
police force in the school and | could understand what they were for, to help teachers
with discipline and give boys experience of responsibility, but the fagging system was

open for boys to exploit their power over others.

Christmas/birthdays

At Christmas time there were some children who stayed in the boarding houses. | don’t
know what happened over the holidays, but everyone else felt very sorry for them as
it was pretty miserable. When it came to birthdays, | don't remember anything special

happening for them.

Pupils could have visits from family members, but | didn't witness that as it would be
at weekends. | don't remember any bereavements for the boys who were boarders
and don’t know how that would have been dealt with. There was a phone they could

have used to call home, but | don’t know if there were regular phone conversations.

Sibling contact and contact with friends

There were sibling groups at school and one of my friends had a younger brother. One
friend became a boarder and had a brother who remained as a day pupil. Siblings
would not be sharing a room in the boarding house. | think being homesick was fairly
standard in the earlier years at school. If they were struggling with homesickness they
could see the housemaster and most of those teachers were married. They would live

in a flat in the boarding house and their wives may well have had a pastoral role.
My friends who were boarding came to my house for tea. They had to get consent
from the teachers and they had to establish it was a genuine invitation and preferably

written.

Behaviour of pupils
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There was probably dabbling in drink and drugs amongst the older boys. There was
talk of desperate drug experimentation and vague references to heroin in the boarding
houses. | certainly didn’t witness that. | think the school’s policy would be to treat it as
other misdemeanours. | drank with boarders on a Saturday and don’t recall getting
caught in the boarding house. Smoking was widespread. Parents provided pocket
money to the boys as part of the school fees.

There was a relationship between St George’s and Edinburgh Academy and there
were notorious, official parties for both sets of boarders and | went to one of them,
unofficially. There was one per term and on school premises. It was minimally
supervised. There was alcohol involved. 'm not aware of girls from St George’s
coming in to the boarding house. With regard to sexual relationships amongst
boarders, there was a slightly submerged homoerotic thing going on which was part
of the atmosphere and seems inevitable in a single-sex setting. In the boarding house,
behaviour was much more extreme than things were at home and people were less

inhibited. | don’t remember any inspections when | was in the upper school.

Healthcare

If a boarder was unwell there was a matron on the staff. | think she would be shared
amongst the four school houses and there was a room for sick boys who would be
under matron’s care. | don't remember any incidents. Boys would be taken to hospital
because of rugby injuries and | don't know if a staff member would take them in their

own car.

Discipline

The upper school was more traditional, hierarchical and strict than the prep school.
The ephors were like a private police force and had their own room in the school
building. The staff had their own entrance and their own space. The prefects were in
charge of behaviour and discipline in communal areas for offences such as running or
shouting. | am not sure how they were selected then, by the time of my year to be

chosen it was done by election. Myself and some others were not put on the ballot
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paper as we were not considered the correct material. | think around a third of boys
became prefects, from four classes of twenty-six pupils. The ‘ephors’ took delight in
finding reasons to punish the younger boys. They could give out lines for boys to write
out. If you were sent to the ephors’ room it meant a beating or a shouting. | can't
remember being beaten by them, but | went there to be shouted at a few times. | was

very aware of the head ephor when | was in first year.

Ephors could beat boys and this happened to my friends for pretty gratuitous reasons.
Their reasons were not like the ones teachers had for punishing us when they were
trying to run a class. Ephors picked on the weaker members of the community. | can't
recall if any of my friends were beaten by them. | can't specifically recall if any of my
friends were beaten with the clachan, this was the name of the bat that had been used
in the game of hails. | remember it being a terror. Certainly in first year they terrorised

the younger ones.

The culture might have changed over my years at the school. | don’t recall the ephors
in my year beating children so often as when | was younger. It was common to see
physical punishment and it was threatened daily. There was interest in how many you
got and your demeanour afterwards. The teachers were not interested in what the
ephors did to punish boys.

Discipline at the hands of the teachers varied widely. Some teachers were known for
it and some were not. One or two of the teachers had the tawse leather straps. Mr
Dawson, who taught English, was known for taking delight over his instruments of
punishment and he gave them names. There was a tawse in his desk and my school
friend | to'd me he had a clachan on the wall behind his desk. It would
be frequently referred to and it was supposed to scare the boys, but not in a scary
way. He was almost being titillated by it | imagine. | recall that Mr Dawson was in his
early 40s, | think.

| was punished by Mr Dawson, although | can't recall any particular instances. | was
also sent to the Rector's room a few times. He was calied | went to his room

when the teacher got fed up with repeat offences. | was always careful to keep my
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behaviour outside of the trouble makers, but without making myself too much of a
goody. At [ office | think | got a talking to, | don’t recall it being a beating. Like
all teachers, Mr Dawson, gave punishments in the classroom. I'm not aware of any
record being made of the punishments given out. | can't remember thinking the
punishments were excessive at the time, but looking back it all seems excessive. With
regard to the impact on my year group, at the time it was so normal that that it felt part
of the furniture. It was not discussed amongst my peers, but in society generally it was

discussed more amongst adults.

My parents were aware of physical punishments. If | told them about being punished
at school | don't think | would have got much of a reaction from them. If it was reported
to them by the school it depended on the level of misdemeanour. It would have to be

very serious to get a letter sent home.

Abuse in upper school

Mr Dawson took a delight in trying to be a friend to the boys and being funny. Part of
his routine was to tickle boys. He would talk about ‘acres and acres of pink tickly flesh’
and home in on you. At that stage we were dressed in long trousers, but he must have
uncovered us to some extent through our shirts, perhaps by undoing buttons to get to
the ‘tickly flesh’. He had a reputation amongst the boys for being what we called, a
‘poof and we had no other language at this time. Mr Dawson was also a prep school
boarding housemaster and he was also married and lived in the boarding school. He
had a reputation for behaving weirdly at shower time in the boarding house and it was
referred to in such a way that that | still cringe and can imagine the scene. This was

general knowledge.

Mr Dawson taught us history and was my form teacher for one year in upper school.
In class he had started to home in on me as one of the boys to tickle. At one point he
overdid things so | pushed him away and told him to get away from me. That was quite
shocking thing to say to a teacher, especially as he was someone with a reputation for
beating boys. He was the one with weapons in his room.
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Whers | think back to how | felt then, | must have felt violated to have pushed him away.
| wasn't punished in anyway afterwards and he didn’t say anything in response. | was
probably aged thirteen by the time this happened. Tickling during class had become a
regular thing and happened probably once a week, but not in every class. He did this
to me and to other boys.

About one week after that incident, he asked me to stay behind after class. It was
break time after class. He didn’t touch me, but he played me Rachmaninov's Piano
Concerto on his record player and asked me how | felt about it. He wasn't being
threatening at all and | quite liked the music. Something told me | had to leave and |
excused myself and left the room. It was particularly strange because he didn'’t play

music during lessons as far as | remember.

The tickling in class continued with other boys. He tickled them openly through shirts
and under clothing. At the same time he’'d be telling the boy why they were being
tickled for some spurious reason as well playing a part. | believe that some of the
boarders had bad experiences with him and | know a lot of them were messed up for
some reason or other.

Mr Dawson was a housemaster for one of my friends who were boarders and not the
other. He was mentioned in conversation, but in a non-specific way. | never spoke to
my parents about it. | remember some of us were getting a lift home in my parents’ car
and referred to Mr Dawson as a ‘poof and my dad queried it. He told us it was a
ridiculous thing to say.

Reporting of abuse at Edinburgh Academy

| never reported to anyone when | was at school about the behaviour of Mr Dawson,
other than mentioning it in front of my dad that one time when we were in the car with
school friends. | never made any formal reports about the behaviour to the school or

police.
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Life after being at school

After school | went to University and then developed an interest in education and
taught English overseas. | then became a primary school teacher in the UK, but did
not enjoy it enough to continue. | don't think my experiences at Edinburgh Academy
had any impact on my teaching. After teaching, | went on to train as a joiner and have

been in that profession for around 27 years.

Impact

The behaviour of Mr Dawson | only realised was wrong and was probably an act of
grooming when | reflected back on it as an adult. | believe now that boarding schools
are potentially horrendous places that can create deficits in children’s lives and take
away stability from them. Things may be done differently in boarding schools now, but
1 still have difficulty with the concept.

With regard to any impact on my later life, I'm neutral on that. | generally had a good
time in school, but am aware that many did not, and do not often think back to it.

Reporting of abuse after having left Edinburgh Academy

One of my friends at school was the TV presenter Nicky Campbell and | know he wrote
about his time at the school in his book and also ||| | | B h2s spoken out
about it as an adult. | wanted to speak to the Inquiry about my experiences in order to
offer support to others who may be reporting abusive activity at Edinburgh Academy.
| have been involved in discussions amongst adults who were pupils at Edinburgh
Academy and after dinner stories about our school days were swapped amongst the
group. There were things said like “you’ll never guess what happened to me or X at
school?” I'm aware that one friend of mine from school, || Il has had a

difficulties in life with a failed marriage, mental ill health and addictions. | don't know
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how much of this could be linked to his time in school and | know he's had other
challenges in life.

The Academical Club is an institution that 1 don't have anything to do with. The old
boys network is not for me. | have had no real contact with any of the school staff since
| left the school.

Lessons to be Learned

For the children in boarding schools it is very difficult to replicate family life in that
setting and finding a balance would be difficult. | find the whole ethos of the school
problematic, where 'excellence’ is sought, inevitably there will be winners and losers.
In the search for ‘character’ the dynamics of learning about power opens up the
potential for abuse and damaged lives. I'm not aware of any complaints made by pupils
about the behaviour of teaching staff, but 've heard since of teachers from the school
being moved on from one school to another school. | hope that by sharing my
experiences | can help other people express what they have so far been unable to and
more generally that institutions can learn from what happened in the past to children

in their care.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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