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school, probably not. I have no idea. I have no
knowledge of whether they did, but it certainly -- what
it did most significantly was improve my confidence in
myself.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. Having been told, exactly as you say, essentially I was
stupid.

LADY SMITH: Yes. When you weren't.

A. I don't think so.

LADY SMITH: Mr Brown.

MR BROWN: Thank you. Two things from that. Firstly, the
period prior to your parents sending you for assessment,
which showed that you weren't stupid, and the
improvement in confidence, as you have just been talking
about. You were D-streamed. We understand there were
four streams, A to D, D being the lowest, educationally.

A. Yes, yes.

Q. And because you are not responding in the obvious way,
as far as the school is concerned, you were in the
lowest class.

A. Yes, I remember that that class was -- at that point,
when that happened, I had a teacher called Mr [y} who
was quite nice, but I don't think perceptive to those
sorts of things.

Q. I think the words "written off" were used in the
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due course.

But, by way of background, the reason you went to
a boarding school was, I suppose, twofold: one, the
practical concern because your father was a diplomat?

Yes.

And going to places where education would not have been

straightforward?

Correct.

And then, secondly, Edinburgh Academy, there is no
obvious connection family-wise, in terms of family
tradition; is that right?

Correct.

But you understand that one of the teachers at
Edinburgh Academy, who you then had as a housemaster,
was someone your father knew from a cricket club?
Yes, prior to going had you net [SEHIIEIG

No.

No. And for the first year, when you were a day boy,

you were living with your grandparents, who did live in

Edinburgh, and your grandmother you describe as a rock
through your --

Certainly an emotional rock, yes.
Yes.

My grandfather was a Victorian, born in 1880. I think
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A. Yes.

Q. And that is WIT-1-00000 -- and I think it's —--
A. 1172.

LADY SMITH: 1172.

MR BROWN: I am most obliged. I put it down and I, of
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course, now can't find it, such is the nature of having
too much paper. Formality over.

Going to the school as the day boy for the first
year, overall impression of that from your perspective?
Austere. Authoritarian and austere. My first form
teacher was a woman, Ms Terrifying. Small, but
terrifying. She once beat me for my pencils being not
sharpened correctly. I didn't even know there was
a correct way to sharpen a pencil. But, apparently,
there is, in form -of the Edinburgh Academy
preparatory school. So it was just like that. You
just =-- you know, I went from a home, family, pre-prep
school, just around the corner, walked to school in
those days. I know it sounds a bit weird today, but
I would have been 6 at the time when I went there. So
I just went for two years, and then suddenly in this
city that I had -- didn't know at all, in this place
I didn't know, with people I knew of. I mean, my
grandparents, clearly I knew of them, but they lived in

Edinburgh, we lived in London. Previously, we had been
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For your second year at the Academy?

Yes.

And, again, do you remember your emotions in advance?

Was there anticipation, excitement, fear, about going

into a boarding house?

Just black. Black nothingness.

All right. Was there anything you remember in terms of

being given familiarisation, if you like, of what you

were to experience?

No.

No. You just arrived?

Yes.

And when you arrived; what happened? Literally thinking

of your first day, you arrive, you are presumably

pointed to a bed space?

Yes, I have my trunk, and I presume there would have

been a sultcase as well, because you only packed your

trunk at the end of each year. So I would have been

shown, probably by one of the -- by either

himself or his wife, or the matron, or the house tutor.
I think the new boys arrived a wee bit earlier in

the day, if I remember correctly. So we were ready when

the others arrived.

The others?

Other boarders, yes.
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Day-to-day, were you engaging, when you were in the
house, with the housemaster, his wife, the matron, very
much?

Well, the matron was always available. The house
master -- [SSHINE:2d his duties. There was a house
tutor, [ and he had his duties. And between
the two of them and the matron, primarily, they ran the
house. Mrs I vsed to stand in for the matron when
it was her day off.

And was anything said about -- because we will come to
this very shortly, clearly it is a profound change for
small boys moving into a boarding experience; some,
presumably, would be very home sick?

One would assume so, yes.

Was anything done to try to lessen that experience?
Nothing.

Was it even mentioned?

No. It was mentioned by other boys.

But not by the staff?

No.

Did you understand that if you were feeling unhappy
there was someone you could speak to?

No. Sorry, as in there wasn't anybody to speak to.

No, all right. You have talked about other boys, and

you mentioned in your statement initiation --
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same degree of response as you saw to that particular
beating?

A. I don't remember that, no.

Q. All right.

A. No.

Q. You give the other example of being beaten by a ||| N ]
teacher because you have cut corners in preparing
a project.

A. Yes.

Q. Was that considered at the time, and even now perhaps,
as fair game because --

A. Yes.

Q. Because --

A. I had cheated.

Q. Cheated.

A. Yeah, cheated and got caught.

LADY SMITH: Okay. Am I right in thinking that [SEHEEEEENEGEE
was a skilful cricketer?

A. Yes, he played cricket with my father, and he -- one of
the after effects was -- and we may come on to this,
Mr Brown. One of the after effects was I didn't
understand, in my ll-year old brain, how my dad could
talk and joke with a guy who had just -- and excuse my
language -- beaten the shit out of me. And that then

set up a really difficult and ultimately sad dynamic
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It -- so it is 1968, so he was now in London. So
I would have been seeing him each holiday, rather than
only twice a year, when he was in Afghanistan -- the
family twice a year.

I am not sure that I ever really trusted him again
after that. I can't -- I am not gquite sure what
a ll-year old would make of this, but I certainly did
not get how he could be pally, chatty, ho-ho-ho, and the
reason he was pally, chatty, ho-ho-ho, is because he had

visited the school to give a presentation on

afghanistan, and [SSHI v2s his host because
S - his friend.
Yes.

So I had to just watch this. I didn't sit with him.
I had nothing to do with it. I just watched it from
afar.

My father visited the school and I never said a word
to him. He just came, gave his speech, and went away
again.

All right.

Yes.

Did you tell anyone about -- the boys knew, obviously.
Yes.

They were stunned. But did you tell anyone about that

beating?
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And the tone was set, in terms of the playfulness, is
the term I think one might use. Of course, it is a very
sinister use of the word, but that's how it would have
come across.

So he was different. He was totally different to
You know, was somebody who didn't have
much of a sense of humour, gqguite distant, not to be
messed with. Even before the beating that I took, he
was not somebody to be messed with. Whereas Dawson was
Just: v

Well, they say that children are attracted to
paedophiles for a reason, because they are attractive
personalities.
So what was attractive about his personality?
Because he was playful.
What do you mean by playful?
A bit jokey. A bit chummy. Sat on your bed. Christ,
I mean, you know, no teacher, no house tutor or
housemaster ever -- I mean, they stood at the door and
dictated at you in the dormitory, and their word was God
and you just -- choom, that was it. And here was this
guy coming in, do-do-do, bit of a joke, bit of a laugh,
and you went: crikey, what the hell is going on here?
This is different.

You don't necessarily say it was weird, but it was
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"... with hindsight, we must all have known that it
was wrong."
Yes.
Was there a sense at the time that this was wrong, or
was that not part of the thought process?
No. Survival was the only focus.
Was there any other adult presence in the house, as in
the site of the building that you lived on?
Well, there was a visiting house tutor.
And you talk about him.
Yes.
He abused, also?
He did.
Was there ever any visitation to the house by senior
staff, the headmaster, governors?
No, no, no, no.
Should we understand that Dundas House was really
a little island?
It was a fiefdom.
It was a fiefdom?
Yes. All the houses were fiefdoms. So MacKenzie was
ICG s fiefdom; Dundas, Dawson's fiefdom, and then the
other two.
And I think we have heard this in relation to

Edinburgh Academy already, but in relation to other
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children I was joining had two years on me, which is
quite a lot of time when you are 11 years old and you
are two years behind the rest.

So that was a sort of crammer. And then I did the
Edinburgh Academy entrance exam. And I think they must
have been -- they must have allowed quite a bit for my
lack of understanding of both French and Latin, because
I was still able to get in.

And there comes the day when you go to MacKenzie House,
the first boarding house.

Yes.

Was there any familiarisation for you Jjoining the house?
Were you given a brief, or an introduction to the house?
1t was run by [SSHIEEEE:"c he was a very avuncular
old chap and a good cricketer. It was probably quite

a big boarding house, but with lots of wvery young
children. I guess they started from 8 years of age
until 10 or 11.

And I think you had a sort of mentor, where -- this
is 55 years ago, it is gquite a long time. But I think
there were children, you know, from my peer group who
were assigned to show me around. Mr showed my
parents around with me, so there was definitely
a welcome and a kind of handover by the parents of the

child to the school. So, yes, there was a sort of
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Yes. Yes, that is conceivable. I think there were
support systems for -- in the form of matron, or
possibly the house tutor or housemaster. But I suspect,
also, that their patience might be tested if someocne was
crying all the time, needing mummy all the time, that in
the end they want everybody to integrate and get on with
the business of boarding.

So I think there was some sympathy, some allowance,
but it wasn't infinite.
Thank you. You were talking about the housemaster at
MacKenzie as being avuncular; what about the house
tutor?
Can I mention his name?
Yes, please do.

That was [Nl H< vas 2 tall and, as far as

I remember, a youngish house tutor or teacher. So

Mr would have been well into middle age, with
a family that was growing up. I think [SN NG v-s
a bachelor. Without maybe -- I hope I am not being

rude, but without the social skills. He wasn't

avuncular, and he was a bit old fashioned, a little bit

stiff, and much younger than Mr .

Okay. I think the words you used in the statement:
"... not full of human warmth and empathy."

Right, right.
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MacKenzie House, I was beaten in Scott House, and I was
beaten in Dundas House. I think the difference is that
the other teachers that beat, they didn't do it quite so
often and it was spontaneous. So if you committed

an offence, you were taken immediately to a study and
walloped.

In the case of Dundas House, you had time to stew in
your own juice because you were put on 3 hours' notice
or 6 or 7 hours' notice if you were caught ragging after
lights out and you might have to meet the housemaster at
7 o'clock in the morning. So you had a long time to
think about what was going to happen to you.

Yes, if I may, we will return to that particular aspect
of your evidence.

Again, just looking at the houses, though, you make
the point that housemasters were exclusively male and
the top dog. This is paragraph 24:

"They set the tone of the place and encouraged,
motivated and disciplined.”

So the housemaster's appointment really was key?

Yes, yes indeed. I mean, there was Mr in
MacKenzie. I think there was Mr McIlwaine in Scott
House, who -- when I moved to Scott House he was there,

and then he may have retired and Mr Fowley took over.

Yes, I mean, they were lords of the manor. It was
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So to go back to the original question, it really was
you, the boys, and him?
Yes.
There was also a tutor, just to touch on that; is that
correct?
Is that Mr [ESEG:
Yes, I think that's who you describe in your statement.
Yes. But very occasional and not live in. So he might
have come into relieve Mr Dawson of prep duties and,
when he did, he would, at the end of the supervision,
disappear into his car and make his way home. So there
was only really Mr Dawson, and no -- there was a matron,
but she didn't live in, I don't believe, and there was
certainly no live-in house tutor.
No. Does Mr feature in your recollection of
Dundas House, either good or bad?
Um, sort of indifferent. He was a larger than life
character. He was a very, very big man, 20/22 stone or
so, and he went off to Australia for a year, perhaps on
a kind of teacher swap, and came back sounding like
an Australian, so he really did pick up on things
Aussie.

Um, no, he was a -- because of his size I recall him
constantly sweating. I think it was difficult to move

that sort of weight around, and certainly couldn't give
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witnesses, and hopefully no interruptions and no
technology issues.

LADY SMITH: Indeed. And starting at 10 o'clock tomorrow
morning.

MR BROWN: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Just a brief reminder, as I mentioned his name
yesterday, I think -- yes, I did -- Mr was
mentioned in the course of 'Baxter's' evidence and he is
covered by my general restriction order. Thank you.

I will rise now until tomorrow morning.

(4.15 pm)

(The hearing adjourned until 10 am the following day)
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