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FRD

Support person present: No

My full name is | My date of birth is || N Gz
1966. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

| was always going to provide a statement about the abuse | sustained at Fettes
College after my mum and dad had passed away. | know what they went through a lot
to send me to Fettes College, they sacrificed a lot to pay the fees, and | didn't want
them feeling guilty, because they had done something wrong, because they didn’t.

One of my mates sent me an article that was in a newspaper, the Daily Record |
believe, which was about the abuse at Fettes College. | thought that if somebody was
going to have to go through this, then they shouldn’t stand alone, when | knew what
had happened. It's for that reason, I'm providing my statement now, and both my
parents are, thankfully, alive.

Life before boarding school

My dad’s job was very demanding and | didn’t see very much of him as his job moved
him about a lot, as he got promoted. He wanted us to have a stable place to go to
school if he had to keep moving, so my brother and | went to Fettes.

The first school | went to was a place called Gilsland Park in Spylaw Road, Colinton,
Edinburgh. It was a private school, that you go to before junior school. it's now a block
of flats. | started there when | was about five years old.
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I’'m not sure exactly when girls started going to Fettes but | do know that when | went
to my first year in senior school, it was co-ed all the way after that. Girls were in the
minority, but there was still about fifteen in every year. There was maybe 150 boys in
the junior school and about 500 in the senior school.

Before houses were made for the girls in the school grounds, the girls stayed in houses
out of the school, with people who hosted them. We could therefore go to the girls

houses when their hosts weren't in.

The senior school was spread across lots of buildings all over the grounds. There was
a science block, east and west buildings, each with lots of parts to them, and lots of
classrooms. It would take you a long time to work out the geography of the classrooms
and where to go.

When | first started at Fettes | was a junior day boy and then | moved to weekly
boarding. | don’t know when that was. | then stayed in boarding house, one of the
senior boys houses at the senior school. The junior boarders would all stay with
housemasters and their families, that was more or less how it worked.

There were dormitories in the houses for the senior boys, Malcolm House, for
example, where | was as a senior, had a room set up with three sets of bunk beds.
So, six senior boys were living in there.

The houses at Fettes were Kimmerghame, Carrington, Moredun, Glencorse,
Schoolhouse and Arniston. You wore a tie which depicted which house you were in
and you played against the other houses at football, rugby, tug-of-war, everything.
Your house really became your home and you looked after the boys who were in your
house.

My S =s V- S ho was a fabulous individual. He was a really

nice man, even though he once gave me the slipper. He was a helpful, positive
supportive man.
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Thewas Mr Gl who was an evil, nasty, horrible individual.
He went on to become -t I Y ou couldn't engage with Mr[Eiall

he talked at you and threatened you with almost everything he said. | remember|JJili}

_he said that anyone who used the word spastic would be suspended
from the school, from that point forward. It's not a term that's used now, but in 1979, it
was still being used, but it was the way he said it, _and in such a
threatening manner. He wasn'’t an abuser in any way, he was just a very unpleasant
individual.

| would say the majority of the boys in the junior school were day boys and the flip of
that is true of the senior school. Once you are in senior school you have to be a day
pupil or a full boarder. There were only about five day pupils in my time, the rest of the
school was boarders.

Day pupils couldn't really integrate because they missed 50% of what went on so it
wasn’t a good thing to do.

When you became a senior, and joined the senior school, you were called a ‘new
man’, that's what you became. There was a list of things you had to have and one was
42 hankies. You also went from wearing shorts, to wearing a suit every day. At the
age of twelve or thirteen, that's a big difference, but the whole point was that you had

become a new man, you were a man now.

You also became a fag then, which they don’t do anymore. That's actually a shame
because that's what your mentoring was about. Whilst you are effectively a slave, it
didn’t really work like that. You become a fag to someone, a person in their last year,
and they might get you to make their bed or clean their shoes, that sort of stuff but

they then looked after you as well, if you were ever in any trouble.

| was a fag for three heads of senior school on the trot in my three years in junior
school, and | was head fag, so | was in a good place. They would cover for me in ways,
or if I'd been caught smoking by another prefect, my head of school would go and
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An easier way to get out was to put on your running gear, your tracksuit trousers and
a rugby shirt and look as if you were out for a run. Then you would run straight out the
front gate and the teachers would think you were going out for a run.

We did used to get quite drunk and then have to climb up a rope to get to the fire
escape, which then got us back into the building. That was dangerous, and when |
was at Fettes, one of the lads died on the way in once. He had been trying to get into
School House, which was much harder to get into, and a window came down on his
neck.

I remember the staff read out the wrong name of the person who had died, because
he’d been wearing somebody else’s jacket, and it had a different name on it. | think
the response was to nail the window shut.

Drugs were massive at Fettes, you could go for a fag at break time and boys would be
smoking joints and taking speed. Many of the boys were streetwise, they weren’t posh,
so they knew where everything came from. To be honest, everyone knew where to get
drugs in Edinburgh, in the late seventies and early eighties. | hated drugs because |
wasn't able to control how my body felt.

| think Mronce caught a number of boys with drugs and there were some
suspensions for some of the boys. The people that take drugs in that environment are
the ones that are going to take drugs, they weren't coerced into taking them. Cash
wasn't an issue either, for most people, so they could get what they wanted.

We did have girlfriends, there was a big area with lots of bushes, which we hid behind
in large groups. The masters once checked the grounds and found as many as seventy
boys and girls gathered behind the bushes smoking fags. We actually named a bush,
Arthur. | would say though, that generally a blind eye was turned to that sort of thing.
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Trips and holidays

Some parents paid for their children to stay at Fettes during the holidays as well. I'm
not sure what kind of relationship they had with their kids, perhaps they just wanted to
get them out the way, as it was only money. | didn’'t ever stay in the school during
holidays.

| didn’t go home that much during the holidays either. | had a mate and | used to spend
a lot of time at his, as his parents were a lot more liberal than mine. | also stayed with
a couple of girls, quite often. There would always be a party at some place that all of
the kids would head to, for two or three days. | also had some mates and their parents
used to go away for a fortnight so we would go there.

| also had lots of mates that would come and stay with me at my house for a bit during
the holidays. My dad would give us some money for jobs he needed done and we
would help him out and then head off to Blackpool for a few days.

Schooling

At junior school we moved around classrooms, for different subjects. | remember Mr
Minako, who taught French, Mr [Jigiljwho taught i) and Mrs Orchard, who
taught History. | once had a bit of a break down with Mrs Orchard. Then there was Dr
Wares, the abuser, who was my maths teacher and there must have been a science
teacher, but | can’t remember.

The teachers became the non-teaching staff, so they did things like the refereeing, the
cricket and the sports training. There weren't really any extra staff, not that | can recall.

Junior school was just Monday to Friday, Saturday morning would be a sporting
competition, against another school, at hockey or rugby. | don’'t remember having prep
at junior school, most of the time the boys just went home, but there would have been
homework. When | was boarding as a junior we would have done our homework in

our bedroom.
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There was no educational support available, | think the school just thought we were
messing about and not working hard enough.

My dad was doing the right thing, but | don’t think | helped, in his mind, as all he could
see was him piling all this cash into this place that was supposed to make me as good
as my brother. My brother came out great and | came out less so.

Some teachers were really good but some were well past their sell by date. There
were even some that were pissed, actually drunk when teaching.taught

I =1 although he was a really good teacher, he was always reeking of
alcohol. That was fairly normal for a public school of that period and it didn’t actually
make them a bad teacher.

Everyone knew who were good teachers and who weren’t. You would know if you had
any chance of passing something depending on which teacher you got. Likewise you

knew which teachers were massive disciplinarians and which were extremely lax.
Healthcare

The sickbay was called a sanatorium and | do remember there was a doctor and a
really attractive matron who worked there. She was only about twenty five so there
was a real drive by boys to get into the sanatorium. | never had any problems that led
to me going in there. | don't recall any regular health checks or anything like that.

It was an internal hospital type thing, but if you had anything serious you would go to
the Western General which was just across the road. | did go to the Western for rugby
injuries, | fractured my skull and had a cauliflower ear. There could have been a senior
or a master that took you to the hospital, but | can't remember.

Mental health and welfare were not things that existed when | was at Fettes. You could
always have gone to see the minister but it wasn’t something you did.
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be in. My friend was heating a spoon on the gas ring when this prefect came in and
started having a go at us. My pal threw the spoon at the prefect and he caught this
white hot spoon with both hands, sticking his hands together. He had to go to hospital
for that, but he didn’t ever overstep the mark again after that.

There was a respect though, and if you were caught for something you would be quite
happy to be penalised for doing' so. However, if boys were going to bully you and do
more than they should then there would be some form of natural justice. It could be a
brutal system, but it was relatively fair.

Houses did look after houses though and in senior school you fought the system
together as a unit. We did everything together, at weekends we were together and we
played football and rugby together. We would do things we're not meant to, like climb
over the wall and go into town to meet girls. We did everything together and we looked
after each other.

We were right next to Broughton High School and it was a very tough school. We were
the exact opposite to them, in their minds, so we did have fights quite frequently,
especially on the chippy run at night and they could get quite nasty.

| only got the slipper once, from Mr in junior school, as | said. He used a Dunlop
slipper thing which was bloody bad. He used a cane in senior school, but | was never
ever caned by him,

| was named by a boy, as having been involved in kicking him when he was on the
ground in a fight with another boy. | didn’t kick him, but at Fettes you didn’t have a
voice, so | got clobbered for that.

It was in Mr [jjigilfs study and he gave me six whacks on the bottom, with his Dunlop
slipper. My shorts were up but it made one hell of an imprint. | didn’t cry, | went back
to class and when | sat down that was it, it was bloody painful. What made it worse
was that it was Dr Wares class that | went back to at the time.
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If you did something that was a bit more serious, you could be given a gating card.
You then carried it about with you and it had to be signed by a school prefect every
fifteen minutes. That was throughout the whole day. It was mainly a housemaster that
would give you a gating card but I'm sure prefects could issue them as well.

| was only caned once in senior school, by my first housemaster, who didn’t like me.

| can’t even remember what | got caned for but he drew blood on my arse on the
second stroke. | got two or three strikes and it was a nightmare. Again that was
something that wasn't outlawed in the school, it was part of the agreement that was

made when your parents sent you to the school.

Caning happened, | wasn’t the only one, and | imagine it was fairly regular. Sometimes
there was a queue of boys waiting to get the cane. There were a few housemasters
who had a reputation as severe disciplinarians. Mr Preston was one and another was
who was the housemaster of School House.

| didn't feel robbed in that scenario because | knew that if you misbehaved and got
caught, that was potentially going to happen to you. | wouldn’t say it was wrong, at the
time, you do your crime and you pay your price. It was usually for something you never
expected to get done for and then you would get away with bad things that were high
risk. Things like going uptown after lights outand trying to gain re-entry after
experiencing the town, sometimes by climbing ropes.

Bullying
The bullying was rife at Fettes, but really, it was nothing worse than you might get in
a rugby club. Usually the bullies would get sorted, a bit anyway. If you were an

academic and poor at sport, you were going to have a tough few years.

There was physical punishment from prefects every day at Fettes. Not just the
exercise punishments, and it could even have been my brother, as he was a prefect.
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I'm not saying who, or anything else, but | did hear that a girl who had done something
bad was once told to do a handstand in front of her class. The girls wore kilts and that
was unfair and humiliating.

Reporting of abuse at Fettes College

| did ask about the ruling on the caning | got from Mr Preston. | didn’t think it was an
appropriate punishment. | was told at the time that my parents had signed up and
agreed for me to go to the school and that part of the school rules were that the
teachers could cane you. As a result, that was it and | think the cane was outlawed,
by law, fairly soon after that anyway.

| didn’t tell my parents about any punishments | received, because that would mean
having to admit that I'd been done for something, and then having to explain what it
was I'd been done for, which | hadn’t actually done, and | doubt they would have
believed me.

| didn’t tell anyone about the abuse from Dr Wares, there was no point, as no one
would have believed me. | say that now, but | don’t know what | felt at the time. | feel
that at the time | didn't feel it was wrong, | didn’t have any sexual experiences to bank
on what it was like, as it was one of my first. Now, and shortly after, | knew it was

wrong and | was robbed.

The only person | could have gone to, to tell, would have been my dad, and | certainly
wouldn’t have done that.

was an ex para-trooper and the first rugby team coach. He was hard as nails, but had
a soft side to him as well. He was a lovely man and would have been a person you
could have gone to, but you had to know that about him.
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It also stripped you of the material things that are not necessary, and created lifelong
friends who knew what you knew, if you can understand what | mean by that. | have a
group of friends and we still share all our ups and downs, because they are my day to
day family.

In relation to the junior school, | would say that when you are of that age in that period,
you were not treated as a little human and | think that is something | would change.

They actually have a lot more nuance and understanding.

| don't think that's helped me because I'm bad at understanding that about other
people now. You sort of end up teaching how you were taught, in terms of a lack of
respect sometimes. Although there was some respect in the senior school, between
the boys and with some of the masters.

| didn’t have the money to send my children to boarding school but if | had | would
probably have sent them to a day school, so | could enjoy them growing up with me. |
missed that, so | thought | would find a nice place to live, that had a really good state

school.

I'm not very balanced because of the section of society | was brought up in and |
wanted my kids to understand people from all sections of society. | hope it never
happens again and | hope, that if he is still alive, Dr Wares gets his comeuppance. If
he isn’t then his family should know who he was.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.




