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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

1. My name is Sl NG 'y date of birth is |l 1962. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. | was born in Edinburgh and stayed in the Ravelston area with my father ||| i

B mother I 2. at the time of the first sexual abuse, | had

two elder sisters.

3. Before | went to Edinburgh Academy life was good, | was happy, we lived in
Edinburgh and | had no issues. It was just normal growing up but | don’t remember

much before the age of five.

4. | don't think | had to do an entrance exam of any sort to get in and for the secondary

school | think if you had done okay at prep school you got in automatically.

5. | was five when | went to Edinburgh Academy. My grandfather had been there for four
or five years when he was younger and aside from that | don’t actually know why the
Edinburgh Academy was chosen. On my entry form it said the intention of my father
was that | was to go to Edinburgh Academy and then onto a Boarding School in the

north of England which is where my father had gone.
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

(7

18.

The secondary school was in Henderson Row, Edinburgh. There was a double gate
for cars and two pedestrian gates leading into the big yard. There was a Rector’s
house or office on the right-hand side. In front of you in the middle of the main building
was this big grand entrance into the main hall with classrooms on either wing of it.

Down both sides of the yard were classrooms and a library.

There was also a big yard round the back of the main hall and at the far end of that
there was a gym and a lunch hall. There were a couple of classrooms in that yard,
one of which was for woodwork. There was an indoor rifle range underneath the dining
hall. At the back of the yard down the hill there were toilets. Beyond them, on the
perimeter wall, there was a blue gate that led you onto Glenogle Road and on to the
colonies at Stockbridge and from there you could walk up to Arboretum and Newfield
playing fields.

| don’t know how many children were in the primary school. | think there were around
twenty or twenty-two in each class and there were maybe three or four classes in each
year. At that time, | would say roughly 10% of pupils were boarders. The boarding

houses | remember were Mackenzie, Dundas and something else.

In secondary there felt like there were many more pupils because there were so many
more classrooms and of course everyone was in the main assembly hall each

morning..

The four schoolhouses for sport and games were Kinross, Carmichael and Cockburn

which | was in. | think the other one was simply called Houses and consisted of the

boarders.
B - the time was MrESHll The names that | remember most are the class

master lain Wares who taught us English and maths and this is because he was the
one who abused me at primary school. Hamish Dawson was a teacher at secondary
school who also abused me.

The other teachers names | remember from primary are Miss West who was my class

mistress at one point. She was very kind and | think she taught English. | don’t know
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

everything that we did outdoors like games and that is pretty much a theme throughout

school that | enjoyed anything that was outside the classroom.

| looked forward to sports days and looked forward to CCF (Combined Cadet Force).
| was in the army section and was a member of the indoor and outdoor shooting team

which | enjoyed.

It was a very sport orientated school with the main sports being rugby and cricket. We
never played hockey and never played football apart from maybe in the yard which
was frowned upon. Frozen pitches in the winter meant cross country running mainly

around Inverleith park and the Newfield pitches.

If you weren’t so good at sports then you felt like you were different which came from
the way the sports teachers tried to coach us. It certainly felt like at times there was
more recognition for sport than academic achievements. The first fifteen rugby team
were lauded and it was always encouraged that everybody should be more like them.
You were kind of in awe of them as they were set up on this pedestal as the finest
example of what the school could produce which, by inference, meant anyone not so

good at sports was somehow ‘inferior’.

This maybe started in prep school as one of my reports when | was ten said ‘{iljwas
an outstanding three-quarter in the third fifteen and a very good tackler.” Throughout
school | spent my whole time on the rugby pitch tackling as hard as | could and | think
that was because somebody had given me that encouragement when | was nine or
ten years old. | was always only in the third or fourth fifteen but | took great pride in
hitting people hard in the tackle and | was the person that everyone had to get past in
any tackling practice. Amazing what a bit of positive encouragement can do, we all

needed more of this.

Every time somebody gave me a bit of encouragement whether it was sport, maths
or shooting it was the same in that | did well. | was a good shot and | ended up

winning prizes for shooting. | was also a good piper and won a junior piping
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35.

36.

37.

38.

| can’t remember ever getting any sex education or formal discussion about body
awareness at school. | think we would have benefitted from that as what you did find

out was just through typical classroom chitter chatter and it was all a taboo subject.
School trips

In April 1975 when | was twelve, | went on a five-day school trip. We were on a
chartered boat called ‘The Auld Reekie’ on the west coast. It was an old-style puffer

boat like the one from a TV series Para Handy.

There were about ten boys and three masters on the trip. There was a skipper on the
boat but Hamish Dawson was the lead master on the trip and in charge of the school
party. We slept in bunks but I'm not sure if the masters were separate from us or not.
Dawson took every opportunity to touch you on the trip. Saying that, horrible and
uncomfortable as that was, | have some positive memories of the trip as it was a new
experience and it was generally good fun. The other masters were “who
taught | Gl = | don’t know if they were aware of what Dawson
was doing to us on the trip This was the year after | had been abused by Dawson when

he taught me history in my first year in Henderson Row.

We also went to Blair House, owned by the school, for a week for a field trip. There
was a mixture of day pupils and boarders. | think we had a couple of teachers with us
but | can’t remember for definite which ones were there. | don’t think Dawson was one

of them.

External Inspections

| was never aware of any external inspections taking place appraising masters or the

school.
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Discipline

Other than corporal punishment we got lines as a form of discipline in both primary
and secondary. | don’t think | ever got them in primary but | did in secondary and if it
was for something deemed really bad you had to do the lines in red which meant your
parents had to sign them in order to make them aware you'd been given them. You

would get them for minor things like talking in class.

You were expected to do the lines overnight and hand them in the next morning.
Discipline went lines, red lines and then detention in that order. Again, | never got
detention in primary but | did in secondary, quite a lot. Corporal punishment was used
by some masters for seemingly random misdemeanours or sometimes for no reason
at all.

I may have got lines from Wares but | cannot remember. All | can remember is the
sexual abuse and corporal punishments he subjected me to. | don’t remember Dawson
giving out corporal punishment. There is something in my head that makes me wonder
if he did because | have this sick feeling every time | see his face. It is similar to what

is in my head with Wares but less so with Dawson.

| don’t know if this was because of what happened with Dawson happened after what
happened with Wares and Dawson'’s reputation at school was such that it may have
happened. | couldn’t say for definite that he beat me. | haven’t opened that box and |
think he probably did but | can’t say for sure.

The other punishment you would get would be that you were called into see the Rector.
The rector was [SEI initially and latterly Mr Ellis. The rector suspended me
when | was about fifteen when | got caught smoking.

| don’t know if they ever kept a record of what punishments were handed out. | do
know that | can’t remember seeing anything in my records about me getting
suspended for smoking though. It's bizarre because | remember having to go home

and shaking like a leaf because | had to tell my parents why | had been suspended..
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71.

72.

73.

74.

75,

76.

Wares used to hang around at sports but | don’t remember him ever teaching me
rugby. | think he was involved somehow in it though as | remember him hanging

about the big communal showers in the changing rooms at Newfield.

| remember hearing the sound of the studs on the brick floor going into the really
austere building and | wouldn’t like to ever go in there again. It was austere in that it
was a cold harsh building with brick walls. When you went in you were into a big

communal changing room with the communal showers right next to it.

From memory when | was in the showers it was boys our own age as the other years
did games on different days or at different times. There were no cubicles, it was just
shower heads and to this day | get embarrassed and can’t go into a communal shower
as back then Wares would just hang around.

At secondary school there was a sports master (R Who did similar. 'm not
sure if he had been there in the showers when | was in primary but was definitely there

in secondary.

When | was 11 in 1973/74 | moved up to ‘ ‘Geits’ which is the first year in secondary
school. A master called Hamish Dawson, a history teacher, carried on doing what had
happened to me with Wares. It was not as badly nor as often as Wares and my

memories are vaguer of him and what he did.

Perhaps four or five times in first year Dawson did what Wares had done, in asking
you up to his desk to go over work. He would actually get you sitting on his knees and
his hands would explore. | don’t remember it as much as | do with Wares and | couldn’t
tell you if his hands went up and underneath your shorts or touched the skin. He was
just creepy and made loads of excuses to touch you quite a lot. | don’t remember what
he would be saying as he did this.

He did this with other boys in the classes but my memory is he was less prolific than

Wares in respect of the number of boys he did it to.

13



DocuSign Envelope ID: 4BDFB6D3-9A61-4519-B2BD-A3945BE9A44C

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.
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The chartered boat trip was fun but on it, Dawson was always touching you or making
an excuse to touch you. He wasn’t angry like Wares but made it out like it was a bit of
fun. There wasn’t much privacy on the boat and you were quite hemmed in so it was
kind of like every chance he got when he was passing or squeezing past you in the

corridor you would feel a hand on you but it was almost like a fleeting touch.

The other abusive behaviour in secondary school was the master throwing the chalk
dusters from the boards at pupils. They were heavy bits of wood and although | never
got hit, it would undoubtedly cause some damage if it hit you on the head. The teachers
| remember doing this were a guy nicknamed [GHlllf who was a [l teacher Mr
DT and a guy Brownlee who was renowned for it. | don’t know what Brownlee

taught and | don'’t believe | ever had him.

Reporting of abuse at Edinburgh Academy

| couldn’t have had that conversation with my parents. There was no way | could have
said to them what had happened. | wouldn’t be here today if they were still alive. |
couldn’t open that box whilst they were alive as they would have been so very upset if
they'd known what had happened.

| didn’t have any sort of guidance teacher that | could go and speak to if | had an issue.
I don’t think | would’ve felt comfortable speaking to anybody at the school about what
| had been subjected to as | didn’t really understand what was happening at the time
myself other than it was a really horrible feeling..

Leaving Edinburgh Academy

| left school at the end of sixth year.
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extraditable in 2020. It states that the case is likely to be heard in October 2023. It is
quite frankly incomprehensible and very upsetting to note how little feedback or
support we are getting from COPFS. They really don’t seem to have the appetite to
have lain Wares extradited quickly which is difficult to comprehend given the weight
of accusations against him now. This also leads us to wonder if we are being ignored

yet again, where is the justice?
Compensation

| have spoken to lawyers about a civil action and have yet to decide how to progress
this. The school had a duty of care to protect us whilst giving us an education and

they failed in that with lifelong impacts.

Records

The school reports and records that | talked about before, confirmed that Mr Wares
was my class master and teacher and even just seeing his signature when | saw the

records again started me off crying.

In his comments on his last report about me he said {Eillshould not allow himself to
come eighteenth in geography.’ That wasn’t a way to encourage me. It then said, “But
apart from this he has worked hard to finish fourth behind three newcomers.” He did
say on the report though that | was a very pleasant and likeable boy. So, for my parents
to read that they would obviously think [Eilllis doing fine. However, when you put the
filter on this that he was sexually and physically abusing us at the time, it takes on a

whole new sick meaning.

At the bottom of the report Mr[EESIll has signed it and remarked “this is good.” You
would get the odd red tick if you came first and that was about it.

I had my school reports from my mum and about a month or six weeks ago | asked

the school for what records they had. They sent me a summary with what appears to
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our childhoods away from us and they have never been held accountable for that.
They abused us when we were at our most vulnerable and when we should have been
developing self-confidence and life skills and their abuse left many of us with lifelong

mental scars. They quite literally changed, for the worse, the course of our lives.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

DocuSigned by:
S [~ .

03 July 2023
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