Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is [SIEEEGzGGE That was the name that | was known by when |

went to boarding school. My date of birth is |JJlil1975. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father's name was || ] Bl He was bom in Kirkcaldy in Fife. He has
sadly passed away. He was a publisher of educational books for schools. The books
were used in the United Kingdom but also quite extensively in other developing
countries and in Africa. My mother's name was || ] NI during the time | was
at Edinburgh Academy. She now refers to herself by her maiden name, [JJlii
B She was born in Galashiels and raised in the Borders. She is still alive. My
mother was a primary school teacher.

My parents moved to London before | was born in order to find work. | was born in

Chertsey in Surrey in the Southeast of England. | was the first of three children. There
is quite an age gap between all of us. My brother, | N SN, \v2s born in [

1984. My sister, | ] ] as born in[ 1987. | would have started at

the school where my mother was already teaching. | was there approximately
between the ages of four and five. | remember at one point being in one of my mother’s
classes which was a bit embarrassing. When | was about five, we moved house and
| started school at a place called Pyrford, Surrey. | attended primary and middle school
there right up until the age of about eleven years old.
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they would have seen their pupils in would be the class in which they were teaching
them a subject themselves.

The majority of staff members had arrived from an earlier time. There were more than
ten staff members who had arrived in the fifties, sixties and seventies when | was at
the school. | think that left a legacy of teachers who had been at the school throughout
the period prior to me starting when | understand there were all sorts of terrible
instances of abuse. However, over the time | was at Edinburgh Academy there were
new staff members who came in with new ideas. That did improve things to a certain

degree.
Staff
Lawrence Ellis was the Rector of Edinburgh Academy throughout my time there.

Brigadier Richard Rothery was the school bursar. | understand that he passed away
in 2021. Mr Mackay was the fee clerk who worked in the school’s fees office.

Mr was my first Housemaster in Mackenzie House for the first couple of years
| was at the school. | know that his first initials were [Eall] but | can’t remember what
his first name was. He was also the || Il at Edinburgh Academy.

Dr Blackmore was my second Housemaster in Mackenzie House. He was my

Housemaster for one year. He was also a Chemistry teacher. He was a very nice
guy.

Peter Wilmshurst became my Housemaster when | moved to Jeffrey House. He was
my Housemaster up until | left the school. He joined the school in January 1966. He
took more of a worldly view of the boys in the house. His wife, Jill Wilmshurst, would
occasionally become involved with looking after the boys in the house.

Mr Zambellas was my Class Master when | was about thirteen years old. He also
taught me Religious Education.



26.

2F.

28.

29.

30.

B /= my PE teacher and Sports Master. He would have been roughly in
his forties or fifties when | was at the school. | know that he joined Edinburgh Academy
in January 196. because | have records showing that. When | was there, he would
have been one of the longest serving teachers at the school. He was there throughout
the whole time | was at the school. | think he left the school the year after | left. He
was stocky and about five and a half feet tall. He would have been a similar height to
me by the time | was thirteen years old. He was certainly one of the shorter teachers
around the school. He was balding and had shaved hair.

Madame Anne Kennedy taught French. She was the only native French speaker
amongst the language teachers. She was by far and away the best French teacher at
the school.

Tony Cook taught science. | am pretty sure he taught me biology at some point. He
was a good teacher and a genuinely nice person.

The children at Edinburgh Academy

There was a mixture of day and boarding pupils at Edinburgh Academy. The
composition of the pupils was one of the interesting dynamics at the school. The new
joiners to the boarding house, Mackenzie House, in the first year at aged eleven
generally didn’t know each other. A lot of the day pupils in the first year of the senior
school, however, did know each other from the Prep school. That could lead to you
feeling as a bit of an outsider when you went to the school during the day when mixing
with the day pupils. | remember feeling relieved to be returning back to the boarding
house at the end of the day because of that.

| am aware of some people describing that there is a hierarchy amongst pupils at
boarding schools. I've seen it described that some pupils are regarded as ‘first
division’ and ‘second division’ amongst staff. Those who are first division are the ones

who are good at sport and academia with the rest being regarded as second division.
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else there or when other boys who might annoy you might not be there. There was
no supervision of those bath times, and | don't remember any staff being near us.

At some point in Jeffrey House the baths were replaced with showers. There again
was no supervision by staff. You had a shower and that was it. My experiences in
the boarding houses contrasted to the showering times after sports and PE where the
master, EEIR ould for whatever reason be watching us. That felt unusual
when compared to our experiences elsewhere in the school.

Clothing / uniform

There is a big section on dress regulations within one of the two books everybody was
presented with before starting at the school. That section sets out exactly the types
of dress you had to buy and have with you in order to attend the school. You wore
different types of uniform depending on the time of the year. You wore a tweed jacket
in the winter and a summer jacket in the summer. | remember that was much to the
disappointment of my parents who felt that it was all too much expense.

Schooling

There were many areas where the quality of the education at Edinburgh Academy was
good. My main observation was that it was important to get into the right level of class
or set. It was also important to get into the set where there was the right teacher. A
lot of it did come down to which teacher you had and the class environment you were
in rather than the overall approach. An example of that was French. | was for a year
moved out of Madame Anne Kennedy’s set to a lower set and my French deteriorated
because of that. Madame Anne Kennedy ended up demanding that | be returned to
her set after that. She came to the classroom to demand that the teacher allowed me
to leave and re-join her top set class. She just didn’t accept the school’s decision to
place me into the lower set and made sure that | was in her one. Ultimately, Madame
Anne Kennedy was right because | achieved an A in GCSE French. That was a
positive example of a teacher disagreeing with a system at the school and looking out

for my best interests.
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At the school there was someone you could go to, but | don’t recall what they were
called. Interestingly, | note from records that the || | I i~ the school was ESIl

I can see that there were various other staff members assigned various roles
surrounding health and safety. | don’'t remember going to see [CRIwith any

ailment. Looking back, | would never have gone to him were | to be ill or injured.

Discipline

You were issued a book that listed all the rules you were expected to adhere by when
you began at the school. That book was called "Notes for the Information of Parents,
Geits, and New Boys and Girls". There are rules surrounding how you should behave
at school and how you should behave going to and from the school. It contained quite
an extensive list of regulations. Reading some of the stuff that featured in that book
at the age of eleven years old could be really quite intimidating. Coming from the
background | had, a lot of what was contained in the book was quite alien to me.
Reading through the stuff now | appreciate just how serious it all was. The whole
framework of it, the language used and the quite cold way the rules were
communicated spoke to the system. It was all quite daunting.

Nobody really talked you through what the various forms of punishment entailed or
how they would be applied when you started at the school. That certainly wasn’t the
case when you were applying for the school. When you applied for the school
everything was glowing and full of positivity about just how great the place was. The
existence of various forms of discipline only became apparent by the time the book
arrived. |1don’t remember anyone ever saying, for example, “this is what red lines are”
or “this would be where informal corporal punishment would be used.” Even by the
end of First Year you weren’t familiar with all of the rules that the book contained.

In my first few years | was generally fairly fearful of getting into trouble so | did my
utmost to make sure | wasn't in a position where | might have to face discipline. After

| was assaulted, | started to feel angry at the school. | think that led to me thinking
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Red lines

The warning shot for pupils who were behaving badly was doing work on ‘red lines.’
Red lines were pieces of paper with red lines on them which you had to write on by
way of punishment. | don’t know whether the school chose the colour red because it
was the colour of danger. Red lines might be issued for things like repeatedly not
handing homework in on time or minor things in class like talking or being disruptive.
| think the original intention was that you would have to write an essay on those pieces
of paper as a punishment. However, quite regularly the more vindictive teachers
amongst the staff would make boys write out lines on the paper instead. That could
be up to two hundred lines at a time.

Corporal punishment

There is a line in the rule book which states “/Informal corporal punishment will be used
but rarely by Masters only and in all cases it is reported to the Rector.” | don't know
what informal corporal punishment means or how it was distinguished from formal
corporate punishment. My impression was that things were just beginning to move
away from corporal punishment as a general practice around the time | began at the
school.

| remember that in First Year there were instances where friends in the boarding house
told me that they had been hit with a slipper by the Housemaster, Mr R} | more
specifically recall an example of one boy saying that the next time it happened he
would put a comic book down the back of his pyjamas to help lessen the pain of the
slipper. | never saw Mr [EJ] administering the slipper nor was that something |
experienced myself. | only saw boys coming back after receiving that punishment. |
don’t think the use of corporal punishment in the boarding houses was something that
happened a great deal. It wasn’t something that appeared to be administered to
boarders regularly. However, there were boys in other rooms | might not have
necessarily been aware of that happening to. Dr Blackmore replaced Mrduring
my time in Mackenzie House. | have no recollection of Dr Blackmore using corporal
punishment. | would never imagine that he was the sort of Housemaster who would

have used that as a punishment.
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IBU was a PE and Sports Master at Edinburgh Academy. He had this constant
aura around him. You would be constantly on edge around him because of the way
that he handled certain situations. You were constantly in fear of what he might do
next because he was quite unpredictable. He would regularly stop a class to single
out something a boy had done. He would do that in quite a dramatic fashion. All the
other pupils would stop what they were doing to watch and think “here we go” and
“what is going to happen to this boy now.” You would be sitting there hoping that you
wouldn’t be drawn into what was going on. It would be the more vulnerable boys who
tended to be singled out. If you were one of his top rugby players you would never be

one of the boys who was singled out.

| remember one occasion where | was the boy singled out. We were in a PE class
playing basketball. | can't remember whether it was before or after March or April
1989. A basketball came in towards me from quite a high height. | caught the ball into
my chest as if it were a rugby ball. Seemingly that wasn't to [ERIIEIEGS taste
because he stopped the class. He said to me something along the lines of “what the
hell do you think you are doing?” It felt like a disciplinary moment even though it was
something minor | had done wrong from a sporting point of view. | think | said to him
something like “| suppose sir | was trying to catch it like a rugby ball.” That just made
the situation worse because, as far as he was concerned, that wasn’t how you caught
a rugby ball either. The incident didn’t end in anything further like physical contact,
but it did end with me being completely humiliated in front of my fellow classmates. |
felt like | was absolutely nothing and had my confidence knocked.

I think in either March or April in 198} in Il ' somewhat on a whim enrolled
myself in an 800 metre running race for Sports Day. | would have been about thirteen
years old at that point. | put my name down on the list of all the sporting events that
had been placed up on the noticeboard outside of the gym. As sometimes happens
when you enrol yourself in things like that, | started questioning why | put myself
forward. Having changed my mind about competing in the event | later crossed off my
name on the list that had been placed on the noticeboard. | knew that the right course
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of action would have been to discuss my change of heart with [ZEIJJJl| but ! didn't
because | was scared of him. |just didn’t have the courage to do that.

Sometime later | was sat in a French class in the main school buildings. It was a
classroom above the canteen and dining area of the school. The teacher taking the
class was Madame Anne Kennedy. Suddenly there was a knock at the door.
Everybody in the class stopped what they were doing because they were wondering
what was happening. At the door was [CEJJJlj and he said that he wanted to see
me. He had taken the time to figure out what class | was sitting in at that time. He
would have had to look up my lesson schedule to find me and made the decision to
interrupt the class to summon me out. Being taken out of class was unusualso my
heart was beating a thousand miles per hour. Knowing how [CEI was ! just
knew that whatever was going to happen wouldn’t be good.

I left the classroom and [CRlll c'osed the door. Outside the classroom door we
were standing at the top of the stairs. | was standing with my back to the classroom
door with [ERII i~ front of me, the stairwell to my left, and not much room to my
right. There was no one around because it was the middle of lesson time. | think he
knew that there wasn't going to be anyone around where we were standing. |
remember standing in front of him and seeing pure anger in his eyes and facial
expression. He then said something along the lines of “who the hell do you think you
are crossing your name off the list?” That was the sort of way that he would talk to
pupils. From the perspective of discipline, when thinking about the other things you
could get into trouble for at the school, crossing my name off a list probably wasn't the
biggest transgression in the world. The only thing | remember after being told off is
punching me in the face. He punched me once to the side of my face. It
was quite hard. | remember being really scared.

| then walked back into class with a very clear red mark on the side of my face. The
impression | got was that my other classmates thought | had been hit in the face. |
remember them looking at me with their own eyes of fear thinking something had
happened outside. |just sat down at my desk. | remember | was sitting at the front of
the class because it was one of the subjects | really enjoyed. | did everything | could
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to stop the tears and my emotion coming out. That was my instinctive reaction to what
had happened and that's how | continued to feel for the rest of the day. | didn't want
to show any weakness. | was basically in fight or flight mode.

| can’t remember whether Madame Anne Kennedy asked me anything after | returned
back to her classroom after the incident. | do remember that she wasn’t happy about
me being taken out of the class. She was a very proud lady and | think she was
offended at her class being interrupted by [ERIIIIE ' must have caught some sort

of facial expression on her part to be thinking that now.

After the incident | don't think i s attitude changed towards me. | don’t
remember anything of any great significance. However, more generally it did sort of
feel that | was back to square one within myself. | began to see the school in a
completely different light. | was away from home and | no longer felt safe. All the
efforts | had made to settle into what | felt were scary surroundings were all unwound
in that one moment. | suddenly didn’'t know who | could trust or who might hit me next.
It just completely changed my view of the school.

| never saw (Rl be rhysical towards anyone else. | can't think of any
situations where | saw that happen. | don'’t recall any other boys reporting being
physically assaulted by him. However, there were rumours around being
sexually inappropriate with boys. There was one rumour surrounding an incident with
one boy, but | don't remember the specifics surrounding that. | can’t remember the
name of the boy who told me that, but | recall he said the incident had occurred years
previously. | don’t remember any further detail than that. | didn’t see any sexual abuse

happening nor did | experience anything directly myself.

did hang around the showers in a way that was quite odd. That was a
topic that was regularly discussed amongst the boys and was something that |
experienced. It was pretty universally discussed amongst the boys. He would stand
watching us getting undressed and going into the showers. He would be fully dressed
and he would be hovering. He wouldn’t necessarily be there all the time but he would

pass by, look in and stand around watching. Sometimes he would be there watching
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for longer periods. Looking back, | don't understand why we couldn’t have got
undressed and washed ourselves in the showers without having him standing there

watching us.

Reporting of abuse whilst at Edinburgh Academy

| don’t remember who, but | almost certainly told one or more of my classmates what
had happened after being physically assaulted by (RN ' didn’t report what
had happened to any staff members. Looking back, me not reporting what happened
speaks to the environment of the place in general. |just didn’t feel confident that there
wouldn’t be unintended consequences if | reported it. There was no one available at
the school who you could readily and easily speak to. The main people that you could
have gone to speak to were your Class Master or your Housemaster but | chose not
to speak to them. My Housemaster at that time, Peter Wilmshurst, and his wife, Jill
Wilmshurst, were both incredibly caring people and | would say that looking back at
my reports they were trying to understand what was wrong. However, one way or
another, | just didn’t feel confident enough to raise with them what had happened.

| didn't speak about the assault with my parents. Looking at the access we had to
communicating with our parents there was no ready quick way in which we could
contact our parents if something happened at the school. If you felt comfortable
reporting something to them in the heat of the moment, then that opportunity would be
lost because of the practicalities of quickly doing that. There would inevitably be a
period of time where emotions would subside and you would decide that you didn’t
want to worry your parents with whatever the thing was. | think that was what

happened with me.

Edinburgh Academy’s pursuit of outstanding fees whilst | was that the school

By the time | was in Fifth Year things were hard economically in the UK. The country
had entered into a recession and interest rates had peaked at around about 15%.
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My father plead for financial assistance from the school. He alerted them that he was
aware that there were other boys at the school who were there on reduced fees or
bursaries. All of that was completely ignored. | can see from the correspondence
between the lawyers, the school and my family that there then was a period of lots of
phone calls being made. | remember that happening because when | went home for
school holidays, where | would spend most of my time working in the B&B to help my
family raise the money needed for my fees, | would pick up the phone and discover
that it was the school chasing their fees. | remember the phone practically ringing off
the hook every day. Those phone calls were primarily from the bursar, Brigadier
Richard Rothery. They were relentless and just went on and on.

Within not a great deal of time the school threatened legal proceedings against my
father. | can see from the correspondence to my father that that the school were in a
quandary and working out how to get their money. They were aware that if they
applied for sequestration against my father then there was a very strong likelihood that
they weren’t going to get anything back because they would have to line up behind
other creditors. In the end Edinburgh Academy held off applying for sequestration but
decided instead to use me as leverage so as they could get their money.

There is clear correspondence showing that Edinburgh Academy started threatening
to have me removed from the school. By way of example of the sort of things that
were being said there is one letter from the school’s lawyers, Murray Beith and Murray,
in March 1992 to my father's lawyer which ends “your client should be advised it is
extremely important for him to adhere to the payment programme as this is a crucial
time in his son’s education. Should his son be required to leave the school at short
notice this might jeopardise his chances of enroliing in another establishment in time
to sit his Higher examinations.” Occasionally there are letters from the Rector,
Lawrence Ellis. | note in one letter dated April 1992 he states, “believe me we want to
do what we can for [N’ and “if you can get your pension fund managers to write in
confidence to our solicitors it may yet be possible to avoid the outcomes that neither
of us want.” Taking the correspondence as a whole | would say that it was the bursar,

Brigadier Richard Rothery, and his office who were orchestrating the aggressive and
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| think the physical abuse | suffered had a significant impact on my education. In terms
of qualifications, | obtained an A in GCSE French, a B in GCSE English Literature and
a B in GCSE English Language. | got Cs in everything else bar GCSE Chemistry
where | got a D. | was a little bit on the back foot when | went into my Highers. The
momentum, particularly when it came to Maths, just wasn’'t maintained. It isn’t a bad
set of results in the circumstances. However, | do think had | not experienced what |
had at the school in terms of the incident with the management of the
school and the way the school was surrounding the situation regarding fees | would

have done much better.

For years following leaving the school and my father's death | suffered anxiety, panic
attacks and depression. That was as a consequence of what had gone on during my
childhood. | was left feeling for a great deal of time that my father’s suicide was all my
fault. |felt that it all came about because of my education. My brother and sister were
deprived of their father because our parents tried their best to put me through a good
school. | went through a period of suffering really bad panic and anxiety attacks. |
would find myself standing up or sitting in meetings and shaking so badly that | couldn’t
lift a glass to my lips to take a drink. Sometimes | was shaking so much during
presentations that | would have to stop what | was doing and walk off. Fortunately, |

had a manager who really looked out for me and picked me up off of the floor.

When | was younger | struggled with relationships. | found that | wouldn’t get along
with partners because | wasn'’t able to trust them. It wasn't until | finished my therapy
that | was able to meet the woman who later became my wife. That's why | am a forty
seven year old with quite young children. The trauma of everything that happened led
to us, as a family, being far apart for a very long time. We kept in contact, but | don't
think it is a coincidence that geographically we were so far apart from one another for
so long. | think that was because of just how tough it was for all of us. We all suffered
distress in a really significant way. We probably, in those early years, found it difficult
when spending time together not to think that we needed time to ourselves again. That
was just because the subject matter was so hard and difficult to get through.
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I now, through the therapy | have had, have the ability to deal with those moments.
So much so that | take pleasure in trying to help other people who find themselves
suffering from suicidal ideation or depression. | am the first there to lend a hand or
listen. | have the tools to do that because, albeit it was something | didn’t plan, it has
been my life’s work.

Reporting of abuse after leaving Edinburgh Academy

I randomly chanced upon the Inquiry on the internet. That, combined with Nicky
Campbell coming out with saying what he experienced at the school, was the final bit
where | realised | really had to tell my story. It was then that it dawned on me that my
story tied in with the culture, the duty of care and the governance at the school. All
that came together and gave me the confidence to say something.

Following contacting the Inquiry | was contacted by the police. | can’'t remember how
exactly that came about. | was interviewed on 315t March 2023. The interview was

as expected and | signed a statement at the end of that. They focussed on the assault

wit G

Contact with Edinburgh Academy and former pupils since leaving

In the early years | did attend one or two of the London Alumni club dinners. 1 think at
that stage | didn’t have any specific anger towards the school because | had just not
processed everything yet. | haven't had any direct contact with the school. Contacting
the school has crossed my mind a few times but it hasn't been a priority in amongst
trying to fix myself through therapy and beyond. | have wondered how | would handle
the school were that to happen. | have for many years wanted to find a way in which
| could communicate my story to them in a way that might have the best impact for
others in terms of helping them in the future. One thing I've thought about is going to
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years to get to that position. | think what my Second and Third Year reports reflect is
that | was determined and made a huge effort to settle in. They evidence just how
much hard work from an emotional developmental perspective was required to settle
into such a tough environment.

Every confidence step in a teenager’s development generally is hard fought. However,
going ten steps backwards can happen in a heartbeat. | think that change is reflected
in my reports subsequent to the incident with and into the remaining years
of my time at the school. That was towards the end of Third Year and into Fourth Year
in 1989. My Class Master, Mr Zambellas notes in a subsequent report “he had hitherto
been very quiet.” Another report refers to me “taking a back seat.” My Housemaster,
Peter Wilmshurst, sums up the change by saying “/ also think SN is passing
through somewhat of a difficult phase. It is difficult to analyse it but it manifests itself
in a somewhat surly response to any form of criticism.” Notably, academically my
reports deteriorate as well. This is particularly so when it comes to Maths where | had
previously had no issues and done quite well. Taking the reports at face value alone
they evidence that | have suddenly withdrawn from the school process. | have become
defensive, | am seeing the school in a different light, I'm fighting the system and |

haven’t found a way of telling anyone about what had happened.

Lessons to be Learned

There are multiple comments in my reports from teachers commenting on how quiet
and withdrawn | was. Observations would be made in reports, but nothing really
further was done. None of those teachers ever sat me down and attempted to get to
the bottom of why | was the way | was. There was no real follow up. None of them
called for any investigation surrounding why these things were happening. The
comments in my reports are left hanging in the air as if it was quite normal for them to
remain a mystery. Looking back, the school weren't very good when it came to
interpreting why you weren't doing something or why you were on the fringes. There
wasn't really a good system present to question why a pupil wouldn’t be performing

well, not getting involved in activities or becoming withdrawn.

39















143. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

IGN
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