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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Withess Statement of

GCJ

Support person present: No

1. My name is [ < v date of birth is [ o W

contact details are known to the Inquiry. The Institutions | wish to talk about are —

Larchgrove, Edinburgh Rd, Glasgow — 1971.

Cardross Remand Centre, Cardross, Dunbartonshire — 1972.
Balrossie, Kilmacolm — 1972.

Dr Guthrie’s , Liberton Brae, Edinburgh — 1971/72.

Barlinnie Prison, Glasgow — 1972.

Polmont, YOI — 1972/73.

Glenochil, YOI - 1973.

Longriggend, YOI — 1973.

Background

2. | am a Health and Safety manager and am married to [} ! have one daughter.
My parents are both deceased. | have 3 sisters and 2 brothers who are-

I -

Life before care

3. | was born in Dennistoun in Glasgow in 1958 and was the eldest of six children. We
stayed in_in a tenement building. The conditions were pretty poor.
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Leaving Cardross

| got told by a member of staff that my vacancy had come up and that | was going to

a List D school in Balrossie in Kilmacolm.

Balrossie School, Kilmacolm

Balrossie was the worst place imaginable and was [JJJJJjVr Sl who was the

SNR

P.E. teacher and Mr|gaslll who was the A member of staff from
Balrossie came to Cardross and he and a member of staff from Cardross took me to
Balrossie. | was there for six to eight months. | was still under the original order that

had sent me to Larchgrove.

Balrossie was like a big old baronial castle probably run by Glasgow Corporation. It
was all boys, over a hundred who were aged between eight and fourteen. 1 would
say there were about thirty staff. | think some were there simply because there was
nowhere else for them to go. When | arrived | was taken to see matron then met with
Mr[ESgiiforiefly before being shown my dorm and supplied with clothes.

Routine at Balrossie

From Monday to Friday you would get up at 7:30 am, get washed then have
breakfast before going to your chosen class which would be woodwork or painting
though some boys went out on the bus to agriculture class. You did get taught some

vocational skills like painting and woodwork but there was no academic work.

There would be a break at 11:00 am then lunch would be at 12:30. It would then be

back to class which finished at about 4:00 pm. You would then get washed and get

ready for tea. After that you would go swimming or play football, both of which were
supervised. In winter you would watch telly or listen to old records. Lights out was at
8:00 pm and you weren’t allowed to talk after that.
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Weekends were all about sports and on Sunday’s church and mass were available

but you only went if you wanted to. Showers were always available as were books.
Food

The food was alright.

Holidays

You did get day-trips out now and again, maybe every couple of weeks. | recall going

to Largs once.
Visitors

Mum, gran and sometimes my dad would visit me every Sunday. | didn’t see any of
my brothers or sisters for years while | was in the various homes. | didn’t see any
social workers when | was at Balrossie. If there were any official visitors then | wasn’t

aware of them.
Christmas / Birthdays

On Christmas Day we had dinner and got a couple of wee presents. Your parents

were allowed to visit you on Boxing Day. Birthdays weren'’t celebrated.

Abuse at Balrossie

There was a big problem with glue-sniffing and kids sniffing petrol in Balrossie. |
never did it and | think staff turned a blind eye to it.

There was a guy who worked there called Archie Leitch and he was very supportive.
He was a reasonable guy. There were other members of staff who were good people
but there was a sprinkling of bad ones especially Mrnd Mr.
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The belt on the hand was their chosen sort of punishment or lying for eight hours on
the floor polishing. That could simply be for cheek or answering back. Any member
of staff handed out punishment and | got it once or twice a week. Staff would slap

you every day.

| remember | ran away at Christmas but got caught. However, the only real
punishment | got was losing a Christmas present and having my shoes removed. It

was nothing like Cardross where they seemed to take running away personally.

Mr Sl the P.E. teacher, especially picked on the more obese kids and when
they were out running he was always kicking and slapping them. He had a reputation
for touching boys under their pyjamas and was nicknamed

Another thing that happened is that boys were removed from the dorm at night. This
happened all the time though what actually happened to them | can’t say. All | know

is that it was one of the night-watchmen who would remove them.
Bedwetting

If you wet the bed you would get smacked on the head or on the bare arse. You then
had to strip the bed and carry the wet bedclothes and put them down the chute while
naked. It was like a walk of shame. This happened most mornings. | was lucky that it

wasn’t a problem | ever had.

Leaving Balrossie

When | had done my time | left Balrossie and went home. Before leaving | picked the
clothes | wanted from a catalogue and these were given to me the morning | left. My

dad came to collect me and we went home on the bus. There were no goodbyes or
anything like that and | don't recall any forms being signed.
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About 4 weeks later | broke into an ice-cream van to steal sweets and got caught. |
was taken back to court and sent back to Larchgrove. | was devastated to be going
back though at least this time | knew what to expect. | was taken there by a prison
officer but as it turned out | was only there for a week before | was sent to Dr
Guthrie’s in Edinburgh.

Dr Guthrie’s Boys School, Liberton, Edinburgh

| got taken to Dr Guthrie’s by a member of staff from there. It was a big old Victorian
place in Lasswade Road. It was a lovely place. It had swimming pools and football
pitches. was a Mr who was ex-military and a fantastic man.
There was a heavy emphasis on sport and it was great. | was made captain of the
I =d was given a new strip, boots and training shoes. | thought that was

brilliant.

There was a lot of academics and a lot of hill-walking and outdoor pursuits. It was so
good it was almost a privilege to be there. The place was spotless and the food was
good. Mr was the head of our wing and was also a great guy.

| suppose | was there so | would stay out of trouble. In that sense, | failed the place.
It didn’t fail me.

It was all boys aged from eight to sixteen. | was thirteen or fourteen when | went
there. | was there for eight to nine months. | would say there were about a hundred
boys there. It was completely open and run almost militarily but there was no

bullying. There was boxing but it was organised.

The place was open and honest and | think it was all down to Mrwho, to
me, was almost a visionary. He would sit you down and explain things. There was a
strong duty of care and | think, in a way, | was inspired to be like Mr gl I'm
sure all the other boys were of the same opinion.
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Routine at Dr Guthrie’s

You would get up at 6:00 am then my job was to go check the cook house. Then it
would be breakfast followed by assembly then classes. Tea would be at 5:00 pm. In
the winter we would be shown films or play indoor 5-a-side football or go swimming.
At 8:00 pm it was a slice of cake and a cup of tea then bed.

We slept in big Victorian like dorms with about thirty boys in each one. Everybody
went to church on a Sunday or mass if you were a Catholic even though it was
voluntary. You wore casual clothes unless you were going to church when you would
put on a shirt and tie.

You cleaned your dorms which would be checked by Mridlid . | became [l
-of the wing after about 2 months. That certainly helped my self-esteem. Mr
a]so encouraged us to grow things. You weren’t locked in and you could go
to the local shops.

There was a Mrwho had a big beard and wore glasses who ran a nearby
home. We would sometimes go and talk to him. The staff spent a lot of time with me

on reading and writing. Teaching staff came from outside and were very good to us.
Visitors

My family only visited me on sport’s day but, even then, a bus would be sent to the

train station to pick them up. As far as social workers were concerned | would say Mr

Sl i'led that role.

Holidays / outings
The residential staff were also good to us and would take us out on camping trips to

Dunbar, Glencoe and the like. They would also have sports days when my mum and

gran would come through.
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Christmas

At Christmas you got a pass to go home. You earned money for potato picking in
autumn and the staff gave you the money you had earned before Christmas so you
could buy presents for your family. They would then put you on the train in Edinburgh

and you went home for Christmas.

Abuse at Dr Guthrie’s

The only discipline | recall is that you were grounded, like told you weren’t going
camping. Physical punishment simply didn’t happen. | have nothing but good things
to say about Dr Guthrie’s. | think it had a lot to do with the structure. There was
always a lot of things to do. They even had the odd disco when girls from another
home would come in. | went back in 1982 and a few times after that to see Mr
who [ only have good memories of.

Bedwetting

I'm not aware of bedwetting being a problem with anybody at Dr Guthrie’s.

Leaving Dr Guthrie’s

When my time was up | went home. It was so different from Dr Guthrie’s . | ended up
back in court in front of Sheriff Irving Smith. The Children and Young Person’s Act
had started and | got told | was being sent under, | think Section 26 and 32, which

took me out of the child care system into the adult mainstream.

| was only fourteen years of age and that still upsets me. The sheriff said | was
moving to the mainstream prison. | was taken to Barlinnie Prison in Glasgow on

remand until my trial.
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| have never told anybody about this and have never sought counselling. | still
remember a lot of what happened and simple things like a door slamming or the
smell of polish can bring it all back. Certainly, until | was about 28, | thought about it
every day.

Records

| have never tried to get my records and wouldn’t know how to.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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