Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is [EGTGTEEE v date of birth is |91 W

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

| was born in Ellon, Aberdeenshire. My mum'’s name was [JJJlland my dad's name
was|JJli] | have two older sisters, [Jlfwno is four o five years older, and [l
who is two or three years older than me.

We probably only lived in Ellon for a couple of years before we moved down to
Kilmacolm on the outskirts of Glasgow until | was about five or six years old. Then we
moved to Lasswade on the outskirts of Edinburgh until | was about nine years old.
Then we moved to Cramond until | was about sixteen years old. After my dad died,
my mum and | moved to Newhaven.

My sisters went to St George's school. | went to Edinburgh Academy pretty much all
the way through my education. My great, great, great grandfather had gone to
Edinburgh Academy in the 1820's but everyone in my family for generations after that
had gone to sea.

| went to a nursery school. | was at one called Grange Home. Then in 196f or 1EJG.I
went to the Edinburgh Academy Prep school called Denholm Green. Denhalm Green
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Routine
Schooling

My memory of the junior school is all quite blurry. | presume we started school about
8.30 or 9.00 am. | suspect we had two lessons and then a break where we got to run
around in the playground at the back of the school. We had lunch and a couple of
lessons after lunch with another break. We finished school about 3.30 pm. We moved
around to different classrooms. I'm not sure if your form teacher taught a number of
subjects but there were individual teachers for specialised subjects.

We were streamed for our subjects. | don't know if the streaming started in the prep
school or if it was later on. | was good at English and the arts. | failed my maths three
times. | couldn't, and still can’t, make things add up. Certain people have a certain type
of brain. The O’ grade was more arithmetic based whereas the Higher was more theory
based and | did better in that.

You had different teachers for different subjects. | presume there was a Headmaster,
but | don’t remember anything about him. My memory is that | can remember different
teachers and whether or not they were okay rather than what they taught.

Mr E w25 the [ teacher. He used to show us his muscles. He sadly
committed suicide. | don't know why. The [Jljteacher, MrEElll used to do really
good tests and he would give away sweets at the end. Mr [l IEzNGTENEGEGEGEGEG
I < there were Mr Wares and Mr Brownlee. | don't

remember many other teachers.
Discipline
The discipline in the lower school would depend on the teacher. Some teachers might

hit you with a hand, some might hit you with a shoe or something. There were different

ways for different teachers.
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There was a separate house to the right-hand side of the big yard. There was a
prefect's room and above that was the senior common room and the head teacher’s

office. There were steps down to the administrative office and the careers office.

There was a library in a separate neo-classical building. Next to that was where there
was an open bit with all the notices for the sports teams. There was a janitor's office.
There were chemistry and physics rooms. On the left-hand side were the arts units
which were new built. There were two or three rooms for biology. There was another
separate building which had woodwork on the lower floor and a gym upstairs.

Then there was another block with a dining room downstairs and classrooms upstairs
for maths and Latin. There were more classrooms on the left-hand side for French,
English, and Latin. Then there was a gap that took you through to Donaldson’s school
next door where | think they taught the seventh form smart kids who were going on to
do A levels or were going to Oxbridge.

Routine at Edinburgh Academy senior school

| boarded for about five or six months when | was sixteen years old. | started boarding
part of the way through the year when my dad was ill, and | don’t know when | stopped
boarding. When my dad died, it was a bit of a blur.

| think there were four boarding houses. The boarding houses were off Ferry Road, up
at the sports pitches, by the arboretum. There was McKenzie House, Scott House,
Jeffrey House, where | was, and | think there was one other.

When you were boarding you were constrained as to when you could go in and out.
You had to be back at the boarding house at a certain time. You would do homework
then have a meal. It was often teachers from the school who were in the boarding
houses. Mr Evans the chemistry teacher was in my boarding house and his wife Mrs

Evans was a really nice woman. Mrwas the Housemaster, and he was
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Schooling

My family got help from relatives to pay my school fees. Luckily, one of the reasons |

wasn't boarding all the time was that my parents couldn't afford it.

I'm pretty sure there was a certain time for homework, and | remember the snack we

got at the end which was usually toasted cheese on a Morton's roll.
Family contact

My dad was in hospital round the corner from the school, so | was able to go and see
him. | was able to go home as well. My mum was a nurse, so she looked after him
until he had to go into a hospice. She was amazing. | can't remember if | was able to
stay over or if | was just there on day leave. When my dad went into St Columba's
hospice | was able to go on walks with him around Cramond. | had plenty of home

access and | wasn't dissociated from my dad in the last six months of his life.

| remember being sat down and being told that my dad had died. Mr Wthen got
some beer and poured us both a glass, which was really good. It was the right thing
to do. He was attempting to be human and not be a teacher in that moment. That is a
very strong memory. But most of the rest of my time was working out ways to try and
sneak out. | was very devious.

Abuse at Edinburgh Academy senior school
All of the abuse that | suffered was while | was a day pupil. It occurred before | was

boarding. The fact that | boarded at the school was an incidental part of my time there,
rather than something central to how | was living for several years.

10



49,

50.

51.

52.

23,

54,

Most of the physical abuse that took place was by teachers who had lost control. That
is the very clear definition of abuse for me. | could list any number of times | was hit in
the context of being told to bend over and being hit six times. The times | would list as
abuse it was very clear by the look on the teacher's face and by the way they were
hitting you, that they had lost control. There were also instances of them hitting you in
a very intentional way and whether there was gratification or pleasure in their physical
interactions.

There was a thing called a Clachan and you could still be hit with it at that time. The
Clachan was like a paddle, about 50 cm long. It had a round head which was about
the size of a saucer. Some teachers used the Clachan. There was ﬂne-teacher
called Mr who was quite a dour character and was reputed to hit very hard.
His Clachan was reputed to have dried blood on it because he had hit a boy so hard
that it burst a blood vessel.

There are four teachers to mention regarding abuse | suffered in the upper school, Mr

IDZ Mr Dawson, Mr [N a~< Ml
v

Mr I a5 my form teacher in what was called The Gytes. He was the [l
teacher. He was quite a disciplinarian, old school type of teacher. He was about 40
years old and wore dark trousers, a tweed jacket, violet shirt, and a dark tie. He had

receding hair and a long face and a long nose. His nickname was

By the time Mr Sl was my form teacher, | was starting to exhibit more rebellious

behaviour. | was starting to get a reputation for answering back.

Mr (Bl response to me was in two parts. Firstly, he went for me with a wooden
chalk duster. It was about six or seven inches long with felt on the front and wood on
the back. He started hitting me with the duster to the extent that he didn't stop, and |
was fending him off. | ended up crawling under the gap below the chalkboard at the
front of the class. It wasn’t so much the severity of him hitting me, it was the fact that
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he was clearly out of control. It certainly didn't feel like normal behaviour, or normal
punishment.

That assault with the chalkboard duster was a one off, when | was in first years of the
senior school, about twelve years old. From that point on Mr Sl made me sit in
the front of the class opposite his desk. He had a long ruler to use on the board. When
he was writing on the board and his back was to the class, if he heard any noise he
would turn round and hit me with the ruler. He would say, “It was probably you
I | didn't have any visible injuries as a result of this, | had a jacket on. |
wouldn't describe it as a prosecutable offence, it was more indicative of the wider
culture within the school.

| hated Mr [l and he obviously hated me. It was at this period | was having
difficulties at home, and it set my mould for how | was going to behave for the next few

years.

This behaviour by Mr [l was indicative of the general culture within the school.
There was absolutely a sense that Mr Rl was completely within his rights to
behave that way. | certainly think that in his mind | deserved it, and he was teaching
me a lesson, and also making a point to the rest of the class because these assaults
happened in front of the rest of the class. It was like a ritualised, symbolic punishment.

It was the beginning of my distrust of other teachers. Even if they were good teachers
| began to reject what they were saying, | began to not listen. | was a smart kid, but |
began to fail academically in a way that was a direct result of that type of teaching, of
teaching through force. You can’t beat knowledge into someone.

Mr Dawson
Mr Dawson was a very weird person. He had half-moon glasses and wispy sideburns.

He had a purple shirt, purple tie, and a flouncy teacher’s jacket. | would say he was
about 40 years old. | want to reference two incidents with him. He theatricalised
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Mr Dawson's behaviour was very predatory. All his abusive behaviour was masked in
a notion of care and fun. He was a very odd person. | have no doubt that certain other
teachers or the rector, the head teacher, would have had Mr Dawson's behaviour
brought to their attention. He was so up front with his perverse and sadistic patterns,
like the reverse of Mr Wares. He didn't even attempt to hide it. He viewed the school

as his fiefdom and that he could do what he wanted.

v

M ad the nickname [ He was a[Jjjjijteacher, he is dead now.
The time | was interacting with him would have been when | was thirteen or fourteen
years old. Mr[CJlj wes very large and slovenly. You could expect to see him
with his flies undone or with dribble marks on the front of his jersey. He lived with his
mother. | suspect he had quite a repressed sexuality. He was quite a gentle soul, but
a number of things happened.

In terms of punishment, | would often be asked back after school by Mr Gl He
would press himself against you. He wouldn't do anything beyond that, he would just

press. It was inappropriate.

We had an outward bounds centre at school called Blair House. Mrika came
up along with several other teachers. Mr{ij would shower naked with the boys.

Mrtcmk me and two other boys to walk the Pennine Way, during the
holidays, over two years. The other boys were | N - < [
We stayed in youth hostels and walked between eight and twenty miles per day. The
other boys and | knew Ml s 2 mildly predatory homosexual by this stage.
The main thing we did was not to get caught with [} 2s we described it. All of
us walked as a group ahead of Mr Sz

On these walking trips Mr [l wou'd pay us to undress and jump into rivers.
We would stop at a river, and he would say, “I'll bet you 50p you won't jump in the
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water. We would strip off, jump in, and take the money. Mr{Elj would lie on the
bank and watch us. He would be gratified by watching us.

At night we would have our meal in these littie youth hostels. Mr [ would
always go to bed first in the dormitory. We would go to bed as late as possible. We
would get undressed, and Mr [CSlll would be masturbating under a light white
sheet as we got undressed. This was a regular occurrence. MriSSlIR didn't say
anything, it all went unsaid.

You might well ask if this was happening in the first year of the walking trip, then why
go back for the second year? The answer is that by the age of thiteen or fourteen so
much of this type of stuff was happening and had happened, | can only describe it as
normalised behaviour. That was the culture we were in. Our complicit behaviour, in
not complaining, was an acceptance that these things were just what happened. | find
that quite amazing looking back. I'm not scared to say we almost felt sorry for Mr
He was a sad old man. We looked on him with pity but in truth he was the
adult, and we were in his care. He had been given permission by the school and our
parents to do this walking trip.

You have to ask if the school had known about Mr [CJlif s behaviour. Could they
really be that blind? | think it's correct to say they took the view that the institution of
the school came first. Whatever happened to us was irrelevant, what mattered was
that the school's reputation survived. They would put up with many forms of behaviour
as long as they felt they could get away with it and nothing could be proved.

vl

The final teacher who was abusive to me was I'u'lr | found out in early 2023 that
he is now a convicted paedophile. | encountered him as a young [Jjjjilijteacher. He
was young when he came to the school and he taught me later on in my time at school,
fourth or fifth year, when | was becoming rebellious and unmanageable. | answered

him back and he attacked me in a class. | made him so angry that he lost control.
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He grabbed me by the neck, had me off my stool, and had me pressed against one of
the high |l benches. He was red faced. It was like an attack, it was very quick
and very sudden, to such an extent that my friend who was a large guy
had to come and get Mrjjiilll}s neck in a Nelson hold and pull him off me.

Looking back that was really interesting because it wasn't under the guise of
punishment, it was under the guise of a teacher who had absolutely lost control. His
behaviour was in the realm of an instinctive attack of some form. | think it was probably
quite shocking to witness. Another friend of mine, ||l witnessed it. When |
referenced the event subsequently he said, "Oh, whentried to Kill you.” | don’t
think Mrwas trying to kill me, but he was clearly out of control. Whatever the level

of provocation, you do not behave like that in front of other children.

The end result of that incident with Mr|jiiJfj was that | was invited back at the end of
the school day to be beaten, because of my behaviour in answering him back.

When | was brought back to Mr [[lillf s classroom | was bent over and hit with a Green
Flash tennis shoe. | was hit six times. | stood up, turned round, and looked at Mr [l
He was once again red in the face. It wasn't normal human behaviour, it had a different
quality to it. Mr was part of a new draft of younger teachers. They were younger
than the generation of Mr Dawson or Mr [ElbUt none the less, this was a younger

teacher behaving like that older generation.

The beating didn't feel right, it didn't feel appropriate. The difference to the earlier
beatings was that by that stage | felt stronger in my own mind and more confrontational
about it. | remember looking in his face and he was only about ten years older than
me. | can't remember if | said it or just thought, “What the fuck are you doing?”

There were decent people and good teachers at Edinburgh Academy, but | can

number them on one hand. Thankfully there were a few people | could relate to, who

could see your potential and brought out the better side of you.
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Punishments | received from Mr (S 2nd Vr B3 were referenced to the
Rector and were written into my school reports. These were references to being hit by
the teacher, not being spreadeagled by four other pupils.

Could a board of governors, a rector, or other teachers live and work in an environment
where these types of things were happening and not have any knowledge of it?

Leaving Edinburgh Academy

| was asked to leave Edinburgh Academy. | had become fairly unteachable. | was self-
medicating, and | was very alienated in the last twelve-to-eighteen-month period. | left
a few months after the final beating by Mr [l

The incident with Mrhapp&ned during six months of the year when lots of good
things happened as well but it's the one incident | tend to remember. It would be wrong
to suggest that it didn't have an impact on the choices | made at the time. | made
choices that weren't necessarily good for me psychologically or emotionally. It was
definitely part of a catalogue of abuse over the years that affected my home life. | was
dealing with viclence on all fronts. | was a spinning top. It wasn't until | was in my late
twenties that | felt | had truly become an adult, someone who was secure and confident
in the life decisions | was making.

Life after boarding school

| had some pretty mad experiences in my teenage years after school, during the period
between leaving school and leaving my family home.

These things are always complex, it's not like B following A but you can see a shape

to someone’s life. A whole lot of decisions in that period that | felt | was making as a
controlled, cool, romantic, rebellious version of myself but in reality they were the
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Reporting of Abuse

| and the good friends | made at school, and kept in touch with, did reference the abuse
at school in our discussions but none of us defined ourselves by our school days.
When it was discussed it was done in a very dismissive way for many years. | now see
that we were doing that as a form of self-protection.

The police got in touch with me because my name was referenced by some of the
people that they had spoken to. When | contacted them, they were surprised that they
hadn't taken a statement from me already because | was described as being a person
of interest. They contacted me again subsequently asking if | had any memories of
another teacher, Mr [[EIJl| but | didn’t remember the incident they were asking
about.

One of the powerful things that reporting the abuse does is that it forces you to
readdress the version of yourself that you have created as a type of armour to get
through life. Acknowledging what really happened and your vulnerability is part of
becoming emotionally stronger.

Records

| found out later that my parents had written to the school when | was in my mid-
teenage years to see if | could board. It is ironic that they were considering putting me
further into the place that was causing the shift in my behaviour. | found that out when
| got my records with all the headmaster's reports.

Lessons to be learned

You have to separate the physical abuse from the sexual abuse because often the
perpetrators are motivated by different things. The sexual abuse tended to be hidden

whereas the physical abuse was in plain sight because it was accepted at that time.
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It's a really important process and | think it's one of the better things that the Scottish

government is doing.

Hopes for the Inquiry

The question for the Inguiry is what sanctions or, enables those who abuse, feel that
they can do it with impunity and get away with it. Unfortunately, abusive behaviour is
something that in human history has probably always been there and probably always
will be there. Only if those who think or are driven to behave that way feel that there is
some cost or have the knowledge that there is a chance they will be held to account
can that type of behaviour be reduced. It is inbuilt into the human character that these
weaknesses will happen but if people know they can get away with it then they will
indulge in that behaviour. That is why Edinburgh Academy must be fully held to
account for enabling such a range of predatory behaviour over so many years. It is
worth dragging these things out from fifty years ago, despite the unpleasant feeling

from describing it all.

| don’t believe abuse is going to go away, it is inherent in human nature. All that we
can do is ensure that the full weight of the legal system can be brought to bear where
it has taken place and if possible to limit it in the future.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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