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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

1. My name is (GG 'y date of birth is [ 1962. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before boarding school

2. The Edinburgh Academy was the only school that | attended. | was enrolled for about
9 years. The main problems that | had were with the boarding house regime and with

Mr Dawson who was housemaster at Mackenzie House Kinnear Rd Edinburgh.

3. | was born at the maternity hospital at Northampton. England. My mum was Dr |}
I 'y dad was [ Dzd was a civil engineer. In the end, he became
“The Director of | NG - | H:ad = brother called [
who is two years older than me. My mum was specially qualified in Family medicine

and Paediatrics.

4, We lived in Northampton for a short time. | can't remember whether we lived
elsewhere in England. We moved to Edinburgh when | was about 5 years old. | was
sent to the Academy when mum and dad decided that the local school would not be
an option. | thought that things were difficult because | was English. | did not know that

there could be issues with sex as well,

5. | am guessing that we moved to Edinburgh parily because my mum wanted to get the
best treatment for a medical condition that | had. Mum knew that XXY, which is a

transgenderfintersex condition, had first been observed and recognised in UK at an
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Edinburgh hospital. She knew that | had a problem of that kind. She wanted to get the
best help. | do not know the exact condition that | suffer from even today, even though
| have made reasonably diligent efforts to find out in various countries. It is probably
one of the 40 conditions that are sometimes referred to as Intersex. | realised that this
was the likely problem in about 1997. My body changed unexpectedly. | might have
known before, were it not for appearances and medical misinformation. | am now quite
knowledgeable about consciousness and perception because of my life experiences.
At about the time of the Millennium there was a surge of interest in “transgender” (in
the general and original sense) children that coincided with the fact that some of these
children had survived and were just like anyone else in most senses. | have about 5
books on the matter. Some are entirely scientific. Some are more sociological or even
spiritual. | am not much the wiser for them. In 2010, | came across my best explanation
on Wikipedia. | keep the books for reference. Until 2000, | went through life knowing
that | was different but not knowing why. | thought that | was just “in touch” with my
female side. | had little awareness of my condition as | grew up. | believed that | was
a relatively normal boy. Mum was a doctor. No other doctor said anything. | chose to
believe what she told me, rather than anything else that was, often unkindly said. It
was a puzzle because | was never sure of the nature of my sex, which is one of the
first things that everyone talks about if they meet an infant and one of the first things
that almost everybody knows about themselves. | was probably named
after screen actors, although it could have been after Scots heroes. The idea was to
overcome the condition with nurture. | would question that, but do not know what else
could have happened back then. | had this problem, that | could not know about, and
| felt as if | was a problem to others most of the time. | would describe it as living with
negativity. | kind of screened that out as best as | could, without thinking. My mind
subconsciously seems to have ignored that negativity in order to avoid more pain.

There seemed to be nothing that | could do.

6. | had no routine hospital appointments. Mum was being my doctor. She arranged for
me to have an operation when | was five. She told me that it was for my tonsils. She
stuck to that explanation until the end. In fact, | can clearly remember being dressed
in a nightie with rosebuds on it, and in a cot. The operation seemed to be between my

legs. Afterwards, all the kids had to go for a shower at some point. It seemed routine.
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But all the girls had to go to the right-hand line. | was directed left. | guess it seemed
more important because of the nightie. | made a note to remember it all carefully at
the time. Mum did not seem to love me very much. | started to keep my own mental
records on the matter, and kind of, file them away, quite deeply. My throat was not at
all sore after the operation. | did not make a close enough examination of myself until
much later. At puberty, | realised that | had some intersex features, but | thought that
many people have these and hoped that | was a boy who could have a happy family
one day. Now, | think it likely that | was a "mosaic” which is a little-known condition
related to intersex transgender problems. | imagine that this is where the “We/them”
pronouns come from, although | have not used those myself. Apparently. People can
be made from two separate genetic strands.

The Edinburgh Academy — Day Pupil at the Preparatory and Junior Schools

T. | was 5 years old when | first attended the Edinburgh Academy. My parents told me
that it was a very good school, and that success would lead to a good job. Denham
Green was for the youngest boys. My brother and | would go on the bus. We were
picked up from school. | remember most about being in Miss [l s class. Then we
went to 3™ year which was at Arboretum. | was |l Mrs Bushnell was the
teacher. | may have got some other prize too. We were presented with books which
we chose ourselves. | chose "The last 2000 years” and “Great Battles of World
History". | was promoted to the A stream for 4" year. The teacher was Mrs McKenzie.
Things passed off quite well, and | was kept in the A stream (SHllfor |l That
was my last year at Arboretum and the first year of boarding at Mackenzie House. |
think it was at 9 Kinnear Rd, near Arboretum. In the end | was in 6]} at the upper
school, having boarded from then on. | was always in the A stream but chose fo do
Highers in 6'" year because | wanted to go to university as soon as possible. The upper

4 Sl 5 Lister and 6 Bevan. Luckily, Scots law

always had better terms and conditions. | forgot that Mrs Mackenzie had numerous

school years were 2 Fenton, 3 Rl

copies of “The Eagle of the Ninth" by Robert Graves in the class library. | forgot that |
was pointedly given a triangle to “play” in music class. | did have some 6" sense, but

most things did not become clear to me until mum passed away in 2012. My parents
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10.

11.

12.

13.

sent me for an interview at The Royal High School when it was time to go boarding.
Mum told me that the Royal High had offered me a scholarship, but that they had
decided to keep us both at the EA. | was not very suited to boarding school. It was not

easy at home. Perhaps | was too needy. | felt unloved.

| did very well at Junior school. Mr Brownlee was a very good teacher. He specialised
in Geography. He would take us on day trips and show us the photographs that he
had taken on his travels on a projector. We started to play rugby then. | was in the
team as a prop forward. Then second row. Lastly as a number || | was one of Mr
Brownlee's golden boys or star pupils, because | was quite good at everything at that
time. | was boarding with Mr [SSHIl by then. | had got into trouble for telling the truth.
All the boys took it out on me a lot. | was big and chubby at that time, so | was able to
defend myself. In fact, | was concerned that | might get too carried away with it. Things
calmed down a bit.

As a day pupil, | was quite bright and physically able | did well and was a top achiever.

| was interested in all the subjects and could pick most things up if | tried.

| attended Denham Green for 2 years. Then | was at Arboretum for 2 years as a day
boy and lastly in 5} as a boarder under Mr [ESllllat Mackenzie House.

| enjoyed being in Mrs Bushnell's class. | came top. We had good facilities at
Arboretum. We did some art and nature. We did the other usual subjects including
music. | was concemned to be in Mrs McKenzie's class because my brother got into

trouble and was demoted to the B stream for not knowing what a pibroch was.

Mrs McKenzie was alright with me, but | did not feel that | had a positive relationship
with her in the way that | had with Mrs Bushnell.

Mrs McKenzie was a strict and intelligent teacher. | remember that there was a boy
called |l who had a condition that made him smell a lot. Mrs McKenzie sat me
at a desk with Il | tried to rise above it. Poor [ ! thought. | think it likely

that adults saw that | displayed some spiritual characteristics. | liked “Joseph and his
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14.

19.

16.

amazing technicolour dream coat”. | was telling people that, “| am going to write a
book™. | had a rainbow scarf. With the benefit of hindsight, not everyone is going to like
that.

The Edinburgh Academy — Boarding at the Senior School

| did well until | went into Mackenzie House. | did not want to go boarding. My parents
insisted that | must. Immediately, | got into trouble with the other boys for telling matron
who jumped on a bed when she asked me. It was tough because there are unofficial
rules that the boys have. One of the main ones is that you must never help the staff in
their enquiries. A lot of the other kids knew what these rules were from the beginning.
| didn’t know about them. That was a bad introduction to institutional life for me. Also,
they gave me nick names when | did not want them. Dawson even had a "Nick” name
for Mackenzie House. So, | was deceived as to my sex, my name was changed. | was

reviled, beaten and abused by the other pupils, even before Dawson arrived.

Mackenzie House was nick named “Miffy” by Dawson. Miffy can mean “annoying”. It
more likely came from the 1955 cartoon. That was a girl bunny. We know that many
of these artists were uninhibited with children. My research tells me that this is the kind
of clever play on words that is behind much wickedness. | have learned a bit about
that. | tend to tap odd words into my phone to see what comes up, if | do not understand
them. That is what | have done with “Miffy" 50 years later because often, they give
clues. It ties in with the comment made on the stairs to some extent. Also, Rabbits
have holes and Miffy seems to have a crossed-out mouth. Prepare for a shock if you
start to do that. | mean. Even “Bisto” (| baste) might relate to “l will bestow upon you a

Kingdom”. | remained at the school as a boarder for 6 years.

The housemaster in my first year was Mr [EEJll He was due to retire. It was his last
year. There was a Mrs Il She was not really involved with us. Mr [EEJIl taught
a class at Arboretum. Fortunately, | was with Mr Brownlee. There was a young matron
called [ «ho drove a red MG sports car. She soon left the school for

some regason.
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21

22.

23.

whose dad owned a [l in Cumnock. That was the original intake, although
they may not all have been in "A" dorm. We were probably in “B" dorm when Mr
Dawson took over as Housemaster.

| boarded at Mackenzie House for 3 years. Then | was at Jeffrey House for four years,
but my last year was marred by being suspended and asked to leave. Honestly. |
thought that they would leave us alone for smoking when we became adults. Silly me!
Mot that it is a good thing. The more physically able boys tended to go to Scott House.
They would likely be destined for more physical work, such as oil working or serving
in the armed “forces”. |INIIEI 2s an Academical. He became disgraced
because he sold steroids to sports people. The EA is usually at the forefront of things.
In that case it was professional paid sport. Manfred Mans Earth band were
Academicals. Big changes were afoot in the 1970's. “Calculators” became “a thing".
The intellectual boys tended to go into Jeffrey House. It was the softer option.

Mr Evans was the housemaster at Jeffrey House. He taught science in the upper

school. He had a wife and a Golden Labrador. They treated me quite well. | was given

a study on my own quite quickly. Mr|Geslwas his assistant. He was quite a good

teacher and was enthusiastic about sports.

There was no emotional support available at Mackenzie House. We were not
encouraged to speak about any troubles that we had. People in authority were not
very truthful with me. | did not trust the situation. | got into big trouble with the other
pupils for telling matron who jumped on a bed. | was already scared about boarding. |
kept things to myself. Coincidentally, it was [IIIIEEI vho introduced me to the film
“Scum” when we were at Aberdeen University. | have become quite a suspicious
person, because | was a lawyer and because | realised that many of the people who |
have met have caused me trouble. The film captures the institutional culture of the
1970s.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Christian Salvesen had an office with a refectory nearby. We were allowed to use that
one because Christian Salvesen was run by Academicals who were happy to help the
schoaol.

At senior school, we had our lunches in the old dining hall. The Rector would usually
have his lunch at the top table. He would stand up, bang an old shell casing from the
war and say “Benedictus. Benedicat.” (It did not sound like Benedicta). And then we

would eat. | thought it was “mumbo jumbo”.

The food was institutional 1970s food. It was usually edible. The breakfast on offer
was substantial. Anyway, we were able to buy sweets at moming “tuck break” as well.
When we got back to the boarding house from school, we had tea and cakes. We had

lockers for our own fruit as well.

There wasn't a lot of choice at mealtimes. Staff would supervise, but they would
usually leave before | did. Initially, it was self-service from “the hatch” with other things
set out. Then it was a cafeteria at Christian Salvesen's. Day pupils were not
encouraged to bring a packed lunch. | did lose weight quickly. They changed my “Nick”

name from “Fatty” to ‘{iil}-

We would have tea and cakes when we got back from school every day. That was in
the stairwell at Mackenzie House and in the “kitchen” at Jeffrey House. It was an old

kitchen, but it was not used as such. We had our tea and cakes there.
Washing/bathing

There were baths and showers. The showers were next to the sports changing areas.
They were adequate showers. There was almost always enough hot water. The baths
were nearer the dormitories. Mackenzie house had several washrooms with baths and
a toilet. Jeffrey house had a bespoke bathroom with 5 baths in it. The pressure and

water temperature were very good at both houses.
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39.

40.

41.

Coping with boarding

The incident with Matron regarding the bed, the “nick names”, the fighting, the bullying,
the bog washing, the strangling, and the behaviour of Hamish Dawson broke my heart.
| was trying to recover when my dad passed away. It was all too terrible. [JJjjjij got
tickets for us to go to see “The Clash”. We went to the St Vincent Bar and then to the
concert. We did not drink too much. We went to the concert and then back to a friend's
house. His mum called the boarding house, and we went back there in the early hours
of the morning. Mr Evans was in sombre mood. [ IIIENNEGEE =1d | we were
“suspended”. That was the beginning of my final (Highers) year.

I =iso managed to locate a “Christian Union” fellowship meeting that we could
pretend to attend on Sunday afterncons. We went once and then simply pretended to
go. We would go to [l mums flat to escape, drink ginger beer, and see if we
could find any crisps or biscuits. We were never placed in the same dorm or study, but
we were friendly for music and smoking. We used to smoke in various locations on the
school estate as part of our routine. We enjoyed talking about 1970s bands as a kind
of escapism. |l had money for cigarettes. We even had “Sobranje’s”. Mostly, it
was “Winston”. |l 2'most appointed himself to me. His dad had passed away. A
friend suggested that | might cheer him up. | was at a loose end. Perhaps, we do need
some social life. School life was dull for me. | did not witness any homosexuality at
EA. Jllll started to bully | - ot. \We lost contact when | left school.
| tend to move on if | feel that unacceptable issues have arisen in a relationship. |

learned to be quite independent.
Education

My first Class Master at the upper school (from second year of boarding) were Jeremy
Fenton [l (Mackenzie House assistant housemaster). My second year was Mr B
.. The third year it was Mr Lister ] The last year was Mr Bevan in - (I didn’t see

much of him because | was hardly in attendance). The class years and numbers seem

11
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52.

53.

My dad passed away suddenly on [l 1978, at Woodend Hospital in Aberdeen.
| was in Malta with the naval cadets on a "camp”. We were sitting on the tour bus, in
the sun, about to set off for the day, when an officer came out of the main building,
walked to our bus, and called me in to the office. There were several officers there.
They told me that my dad had died suddenly. They said that it must be a terrible shock
and that they would arrange for me to go straight back to UK. | flew back immediately
on an RAF Hercules to Britain. We then attended the funeral.

That hit me very hard. Dad was quite good with me. He did do a lot to try to get me
motivated again after Mackenzie House. That was working, but then he died. It
happened during the spring holiday. | went straight back to school. [JJjjljwent back to
St Andrews university. | did not get any support at school for it. Mum gave me some
antidepressant pill at some point. | only took one. | avoid medicines. Mum had given
me some before. Later, | realised that it was probably some male hormones. | didn’t
like taking the tablets, so | stopped taking them. Anyway, | was told that they were for
acne. | remember running out onto the football field. | felt out of place. | INGcGcININ
and (NG =< both lost their dads too. We had that in common. There was
very little advice given. My issues were hidden from me. My name had been changed.
Dawson had abused us. | had been taught to lie to authority. There was fighting,
bullying, strangling, bog washing, lines, the clacken and Coventry. Now, dad had died,
and mum was struggling to come to terms with it too.

Religion

We would get readings and prayers after prep in the boarding houses. A senior boy
would read something. The master would read something else. They were usually
short prayers and vaguely spiritual passages. We never read larger parts of the Bible
together. We had Scripture, in which we would talk about the book at one remove and
other matters of faith. Most of the pupils knew where they stood on it, and most were
against Christianity. | suppose there was SU, but The Bible seemed too big for me to
read on my own at that time. | kept my feelings to myself because | was not up for an

unhelpful discussion about faith or scripture. | did not drink from that well.
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55.

56.

57.

| was C of E. so | attended the Episcopalian church at Golden Acre, That was the
Scots alternative to C of E. It was a good church intellectually, but not so much socially,
perhaps. It was an important minority church in Scots history. | was confirmed into that
church whilst | was at Jeffrey House. We had classes, but we never read the entire
Gospel, even though it is not very long. That is one of the things that a Christian must
do, according to the book itself. The chaplain did suggest that | read the gospel at one
point, towards the end of my time at school, but it was “too little, too late” for me,

although | did read it in the end, long after | had stopped going to church.
Prefects

We had duties in the boarding houses which were called “fagging”, which is a verb
with its origins in the 16™ century, meaning “to grow weary”. Hence, "Fagged out”.
These duties were “Bells”, “baths and dustbins”, "common room”, and such. There
was a rota. Prefects supervised. It was not personal fagging. It was a negative way of

selling the idea that certain things needed to be done. We did them anyway.

Bed Wetting

There was a boy called || i~ our dorm at Mackenzie House.

He had a problem with bed wetting. | |G might have had an issue with it
too. Even | might have suffered. Matron might have gone so far as to
whack boys with a shoe for it in dorm, but that would have been exceptional.
had Scholls. Perhaps she left because she was too aggressive. | have vague
memories of feeling sad for the boys who were in trouble for that because everyone
withdraws into themselves when that happens, and then the isolation factor increases.
| almost wondered whether | should take care to remember about it in case | needed
to talk about it later.

16
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63.

64.

65,

Discipline and punishment

After we went to see the Clash, we went back to |||} NN s house where we
had tea and smoked his mums Embassy No 1 with her permission. She was an Irish
Coleen and | think that she felt sorry for us, because we were displaced teens on the
loose. She phoned the boarding house, and we walked back there ourselves. Mr

Ewvans met us in his dressing gown, in sombre mood. It was the EiE

punished me. His name was He hit me with the clachan on my bottom over
my clothes. It was not ultra excessive. My parents were told. | was suspended until the
next term. | cannot remember what happened to the others.

| worked hard at home. There was not much else to do. | retumned to school in the new
year and sat my Highers. Shortly before, or after that ||} S =nc | were
smoking in the washroom with the windows open after breakfast. | was the master of
through drafts. | had learned never to tell the truth to staff about an incident on my first
term of boarding. Therefore, we denied that we were smoking whilst smoke was
coming out of our mouths. | was asked to leave the school. | did not have any respect
for the rules because of the way it was at Mackenzie House and later, more so,
because my dad had died. | left knowing that | would not be welcome back at school,
but that did not matter to me because | fulfiled my conditional offer to study Law at
either Aberdeen or Strathclyde. | chose Aberdeen, so that | could be close to mum,

whilst we suffered the trauma of losing dad.

Corporal punishment was common when | started boarding. They became less
common, as time went by, The clachan was the most serious. There was a cane. | am
not sure what else might be used. We avoided getting beaten by avoiding getting.
caught, most of the time. Corporal punishment could be done in front of other pupils,
on occasion. | did not suffer real physical injury as a result of beatings. The nearest
that | came to that was when two prefects grabbed hold of me because | had been
smoking. One of them held me and the other repeatedly punched me in the face whilst
abusing me. Dad had passed away. They tore up my cigarettes. | expect that they may
have gone on to succeed in the establishment. Also, my brother Il was badly

beaten in the dorm at Jeffrey house. This was not by a prefect. The boy, called IR

18
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66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

did this because [l was in the SU, and perhaps because my family was from
England. [l changed. He abandoned the SU. He got into the army cadets and
joined the masons. Mum told me that she saw the bruises and that she should have
done something, shortly before she passed away. My family did not talk much about

all this at all. | am not sure if | told her about the prefects at all.

The clachan was used as a punishment in the upper school. | am not sure if it was

used at junior school.

Other punishments were lines, detention, untidy squad, and boat maintenance.
I -c | were placed on boat maintenance because | capsized our
dinghy in the Forth.

Culture

There were lots of “Nick" names for things. Initially, | elected to be "Fatty”, but
circumstances were such that | became thinner, so | was referred to as [El. That is
a lack of basic manners and respect, but what could | do?

There were prefects living within each of the houses, supporting the housemasters
and the matron. There were other prefects at school as well. They had a special tie.
They often wore sports colours in winter. They were also called “effers,” (I got it in the

end), by the other kids. That might have been a joke. There were so many things like
that, | could not fathom them at the time,

There was a tradition and culture of “bog washing". Most people might be bog washed
once or twice whilst boarding at EA, but others, namely |l and Il seemed
to suffer a lot more. | felt that there was no way to take these matters up with the staff,
or to persuade my parents to do something about it. The prefects were there to help
maintain order. This was, sometimes, how that was done. Other bullies would bog

wash kids too. It was quite a common thing in Mackenzie House.
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74.

75.

76.

that things would get better. There was nothing that | could do about it. | thought “They
call all English people names here. Why should | trust what any stranger says?”

There was another difficulty at the beginning of my time at Mackenzie House. Mr
[EEI v =nted to have a secret vote to decide what sport we would play that morning.
| refused to close my eyes. | didn't trust him because he liked cricket and was wearing
an MCC tie. | did not want to have my eyes shut at school. | wanted them to open my
eyes to things, although my parents must have had other ideas. | was punished by
being put in the untidy squad. We had to weed the garden. | enjoy gardening. | could
live with that but took much more care with the staff from then on.

| must have been about 11 years old when Mr Dawson came to be the Housemaster
at Mackenzie House. That was when the “Nick" name of “Miffy" house came about.
Good faith is important in our dealings and many of these names do not seem to be in
good faith. That is why | started to focus on mystery words much more, like “Brexit”.
His manner reminded me of Jimmy Savile, who was on our tv screens a lot at that
time. It always seemed as if he was restraining some aggression or anger. His “Nick”
name was “Homo Hamish™. | felt sorry for his wife. She seemed to be quite normal,
but a little unhappy. They had two relatively grown-up daughters, living their own lives,
and not involved with us. He tried to present himself as jolly, but he was not very funny
and there was a threatening side to it all the time. | picked up on that immediately. He
would wear a masonic style ring on his finger sometimes. He had big black whiskers,
but not a beard. He had dark tinted glasses, which were unusual in those days. He
had our side of the house painted various shades of purple. He called the house
“Miffy”. He punished the entire house by beating us and making us take communal
cold showers whilst singing a nursery rhyme. It was sad that he was my history teacher
for Higher History in my last year because | behaved badly outside class hours and
didn’t get my “A” grade.

| never witnessed any homosexuality between the pupils at Edinburgh Academy. | had
my other unknown issues. After the incident with the showers Mr Dawson told me
“That | would make someone a nice wife one day.” He knew what he was saying. |

made it my policy to feel free to disregard anything that nasty people told me because
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to be used as my evidence to the Inquiry. | have requested that my statement remains

in the order, format and with all the evidence exactly as | have presented.

103. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

25 de julio de 2023

30



