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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KHL

Support person present: No

1. My name is SiSNEEEEEE. /v date of birth is [N 1961. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2, | was born in England. My father's work brought him to Scotland and we moved
when | was a baby. | have a stepsister called [JJJll who is ten years older than me.
My good childhood memories are all in the place where we lived. We lived in a nice
area with a large garden and a forest nearby. | was friends with my neighbour next
door and spent my time climbing trees and playing in burns. | was a happy soul and |

have fond memories of living in that house.

3. My father had a good job and typically left home at 8:00 am and came back late
evening. He was academic and intelligent. My father was an intense guy and not
very communicative. He passed away in 2015. My mother came from a working
class background and didn't go to university. She was a jovial character and the life
and soul of the house. Later on, she had health problems and she has now passed
away. My mother worked briefly when we first came to Scotland but after that we

lived off our father's income.

4. | went to nursery school and then to the local primary school. My sister went to a

private school in Edinburgh and travelled in on the train. At the age of seven or eight,
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| started at the Edinburgh Academy Prep School in Arboretum Road. The Prep
School is also known as the Junior School. | don't remember any conversations with
my parents discussing that change. It seemed a logical change and a natural

transition because my sister was going to school in Edinburgh.

5. There was an interview but | don’t remember an exam. Presumably, | had a report
from my primary school. | recently asked myself why my parents decided to send me
to that school and not the school where my sister was. That would seem like a

logical thing to do. | don't know why and | have no way to find out.

Edinburgh Academy - Arboretum Road and Henderson Row, Edinburgh

6. There was a general sense of bullying in the school, not just from staff but from elder
pupils called ephors. It's a Greek word that means the same as prefect. Ephors were
given that extra capacity to control. There was a day in, day out sense of trying to fly
under the radar as much as possible and not be seen. Looking back, it was a shitty,
miserable, and harsh environment all round.

7. | 2 V' [ESEl and one was Mr Burnett. John Brownlee

was the deputy headmaster. At Junior School we wore blue wool shorts in winter and
lighter weight grey shorts in the summer. We had a blue and white tie and a blue

blazer. In Senior School, the blazer turned into a green tweed blazer and we wore
long trousers.

8. In my Junior School class, there were about 25 of us. At the Senior School, that
changed as you specialised in arts and sciences and the numbers reduced. There
was a sensation that we were a lot of kids but | don't know how many. The Junior
School was located at Arboretum and the Senior School was at Henderson Row. |
didn't feel | was in a school that was over-populated or that had a sense of being

small. | was in the Junior School for three or four years and then | became a boarder.
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21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

In my case, and in many others, Wares had this horrible punishment where he
picked you up by your sideburns. He took your sideburns and pulled them up, to
levels that were extremely painful. After the incident in the showers, that punishment
seemed to go on the rise and | was generally a well-behaved kid. There were others
that got up to more tricks.

In the changing rooms some of the stronger students did what they called ‘towel
flicking’. It was the typical kind of thing that young kids get up to. Wares witnessed
this and did very little to stop it happening.

v

We had a gym kit that was blue shorts and a white top. Sl vwas adamant that
we weren't allowed to wear any underpants. As a way of checking we weren't doing
that, would often tell other boys to take down someone’s trousers to
check. It sounds horrendous now. | don't know if we thought it was weird at the time
or if we thought it was part of being at the Edinburgh Academy. It was humiliating.

[ h=d a big boxing glove that he called ‘Jemima’. If you were misbehaving in
his gym class then he got another boy to put the boxing glove on. The boy was
responsible for hitting you as punishment. Again, it was a humiliating process.

Reporting of abuse at Edinburgh Academy - Junior School

| don't know why none of us questioned what was happening. We were a collective
group of young, innocent little boys, many of whom were experiencing or witnessing
abuse of one kind or another. Why we didn't question it is an unanswerable question.
No-one seemed to share what was happening outside of the school walls, with

anyone.
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30.

3.

32.

33.

and warmth as a family unit. We were physically separated and | could see my
mother falling into a depression. | couldn’t do anything and it was a sad time.

Staff at Edinburgh Academy — Senior School

The headmasters were Mr [Eill] and Mr Ellis while | was at the Senior School. Mr
B2l was the first of the two. Mr Ellis was elderly and his features were sharp. Mr
B2l vas younger. There was a reception area and the headmaster’s office was out
of sight, in a building adjoining the main school. | don't remember any female
teaching staff in the Senior School. There was a teacher’s common room. Mr [ESHEE
was our cricket coach.

Hamish Dawson was the boarding housemaster in McKenzie House. Mr Evans was
a science teacher and was a boarding housemaster at Jeffrey House. Both houses
and Mr [l were deputy housemasters for a

while. The boarding houses had matrons but | can't remember names. They were

had deputy housemasters. G

the person you'd go to when you felt ill.

The boarding houses

The boarding houses were on the same road as the Junior School. Dundas House
was the boarding house for the lower ages but I'm not sure what the starting age
was. | was a boarder at McKenzie House and then at Jeffrey House, until the age of
seventeen when | left the boarding house system. In McKenzie House we slept in
dorms and in Jeffrey House you had the option of having your own study. Scott
House was another boarding house for older pupils. You could basically choose
between Jeffrey and Scott House.

Edinburgh Academy was not predominantly a boarding school. The numbers of
pupils who were boarders was relatively small compared to the day pupils. The
facilities in the boarding houses were sufficient to give all the boys their own room,

when they were older. There weren't that many of us. In the boarding house, there
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62.

63.

64,

65.

We shared dorms in McKenzie House. When we were in bed, Hamish Dawson had
our hands loosely tied to the frame of the metal bed. Our pyjama bottoms would be
pulled down and his hands wandered over our genitals and our stomachs. This was
visible to people in the dorm. There was no attempt to do this behind closed doors. It
was done freely, openly, and publicly.

There were changing rooms in the downstairs of the boarding house where we had
coat pegs and kept our rugby boots. Hamish Dawson made us have cold showers
when we behaved badly and that could be leaving your dirty rugby boots on the floor,
He watched you in the shower. After you had your shower, he made a mark on your

forearm or your bum as a way of indicating you were a misbehaver.

EI = weird. He was a gym teacher and an |

He had a habit of watching us all have showers after gym.
Peer abuse

To make matters worse, | got sexually and physically abused by my peer group in
the boarding house. The bullying and abuse were extreme. | was sodomised by my
peer group boarders. | was penetrated on three or four occasions and | was forced to
masturbate others. | was a boarder in Jeffrey House when this happened.

There were a couple of brothers at the school. The elder was an ephor and the
younger one was an ephor as well. The younger one physically abused me when we
were both boarders. | have a horrendous memory in Jeffrey House. The younger
brother was a strong lad and he crunched me up into a ball one evening. | had a
feeling of complete, paralysed fear where | thought my back was about to be broken.

That is all | wish to say about peer abuse.
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93.

94,

suicide on a number of occasions during the last thirteen years. I'm not bad enough
to take any action but I've thought about it actively. It's sad. If this had all come to
light twenty years ago, I'm not saying it would be easier but | analyse things more
now. I've found the last year to be really hard. Professionally I'm in a mess. My
personal relationships have been a mess. Finding myself in this situation at my age
is tough. There are concerns, despair, and general sadness. It's all been triggered

off again.

Edinburgh Academy’s response to allegations of abuse

The school dishes out these hollow statements, saying they're sorry, they deeply
regret what happened, are working in the best interests, and are working with the
Scottish police. From what | see, what I've read, and what | know, the school
colluded at all kinds of levels with staff behaviour that was totally unacceptable. The
collusion has been between schools and within the school itself. It's a long-
established school that's going to celebrate 200 years of history next year. The
school preferred to put their image and reputation before the health and wellbeing of
the pupils who were inside its walls, for decades. It's sick. In many cases, for
example lain Wares and[iJfl]. the school gave glowing reference letters for them
to go from one school to another. A school headmaster, or teachers who are at a
school for ten or fifteen years, doesn't go through that time not knowing what is going

on in that school. It's the duty of a headmaster to know.

The concept of safeguarding which we have now was not so formatted and
understood in those years but you don't need to have that type of training to be
aware of safeguarding concepts. What was happening in that school in my time,
beyond my time, and probably before, was intense paedophile activity and abuse.
When staff were able to behave in that manner so openly, it means they felt
comfortable that they were not going to be cliped on, either by my peer group or

other teachers who would hear of what was happening.
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104,

held to account regularly. That isolation needs to change and is common to all types
of institution, not just boarding schools.

Other information

| hope the Inquiry will lead to the provision of safety, in its broader sense, to all those
people who do not have the means to obtain safety from within the walls where they
live or spend their day. That could be a care home, foster home, or school. These
places are closed off from the rest of the world. As young kids we were at the mercy
of the teaching staff, not all of whom were abusers. Some seemed to be good people

but some were toxic.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

KHL
S e i o e S e e e

14 de julio de 2023
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