Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GCN

Support person present: Yes

My name is My date of birth is- 1957. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mum and dad were-and_ They were both in a relationship
before they married each other, as a result | have a few half brothers and sisters. My

father had two children to another woman. Their names are- and --
has passed away. He would be sixty-eight or sixty-nine if he was alive [ was

about ten years older than me.

My mum had two sons and two daughters in her first marriage. Their surname is
-. Their names are-,- who is in Aberdeen, -who has
passed away, she was gassed in her friend’s house, and- | never met them.

They are all older than me.

| was brought up in - a small village near Dunfermline. My mother now stays
in Kelty. My dad died about eight years ago. My father was an ex-gunner in the navy.
He fought against the Germans during the war. He was a heavy drinker and pretty

violent. He was very strict. | wasn’t allowed to do what other kids did, like go out and

play football, go to the park, things like that.
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HMP Glenochil, Tullibody

After getting into trouble, | went to court for stealing. They said | tried to steal a Zippo
lighter from a girl. | had a German solicitor called Mark Steiner. The judge sentenced
me to three months in a detention centre. | ended up being there for ten weeks. |
think the judge’s name was Sheoch or something. | was handcuffed as | came out of
court, for a minor thing. The police officer said to me, “Do what you're told in there
and you'll be alright”. | was sent to Glenochil detention centre.

Routine at HMP Glenochil, Tullibody
First day

| was taken to Glenochil detention centre. It had a big barbed wire, electric fence,
around it. | walked into the reception area and there were two prison officers there. |
can’t remember their names. They would have been in their forties. They slapped me
and told me to call them sir. | fell to the ground when | was slapped and when | got
up | was asked my name. | said it was [gill]and | was smacked again. | got up
again and | was asked my name again and | said, ‘SN s’ and that was
ok. | said, “For fuck’'s sake, what are you’s doing to me?”. | was pulled up by the ears
and they were twisted round. | didn’t see the slaps coming because I'm blind in my
right eye. | then had my pockets searched. | had twenty cigarettes and they took
them from me and put them in the bucket. | was told that | was nothing, that | was

scum.

| had to take my clothes off and have a cold shower. | was given blankets, pyjamas
and a uniform. When | was carrying the clothes | was given a tin of this pink stuff to
clean my teeth with. They also gave me a razor. | hadn’t shaved before in my life. |
had to march up the corridor naked, they were saying, “Left, right, left, right”. | heard
a noise, it was really loud, | thought it was a train then | saw about a hundred guys
marching with segs in their boots.
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The other boys in there were from gangs in Glasgow and Edinburgh. | was called a
“teuchter.” There was one time | went off my head. An officer, called Mr Sl
whispered into my cell, telling me I'd never get out of there. It was mental torture. |
wanted to kill myself in there. | was going out of my mind. Another prison officer told
me not to worry about it, that | would get out.

| got a punch in the guts, | can’'t remember the name of the prison officer who did
this. | think it was Mr [{jalll} He did it a few times. Once in the shower he punched
me, and on other occasions when | was scrubbing the floor. Once | spoke to
someone and he must have heard. He grabbed me and started laying into me,
kneeing me and punching me. He made sure he never hit your face. | can’t
remember how many times he did this. He was in his thirties maybe and red headed.
Out of all of the prison officers there were maybe four of them that were really bad.
The two at reception on the first day were just like 5@l He is the only one whose
name | remember. | have also seen others getting slapped or their heads put in a
bucket of water for minor things.

Reporting of abuse at HMP Glenochil, Tullibody

| saw a minister once, when | was going to bible classes. He was a Church of
Scotland minister. | told him | was getting beaten up and couldn’t stand it anymore
and that | was going to kill myself. | can’t remember his response. He would come

from outside on a Sunday. | can’t remember his name.

| told the lawyer, Mark Steiner, when | came out but he said no-one would believe
me. | told him | wanted to report them but he told me to forget about it, nobody would
believe me.

Leaving HMP Glenochil, Tullibody

| don’t know why | only did ten weeks. | turned seventeen after | came out. I'm not
sure when that was. Before | went to Glenochil | was told | couldn’t join the navy.
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| went to Birthlink because | was wanting information. They're doing that just now. |
had behavioural problems due to my injuries. | couldn't think, | couldn’t concentrate, |
wasn't well, but people looking at me thought | was normal.

Lessons to be Learned

| think there should have been more grownups that specialised in a person’s
background, knew more about that persons illness. They should help you instead of
punishing you, help people that were unwell. | got no help from anyone. It's left me
that | don’t trust anyone anymore. | think people are out to get me all the time. There
should be special treatment for people that aren’t right. Some sort of social work help
from the children’s panel would have been better for me. | think what happened
made life hell for me. | get panic attacks all the time.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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