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Aye. But I didn't like it.

If we go on to page 5, you reckon you were in Aberlour,
at paragraph 17, for probably a few months?

It wasn't long.

Not long. Okay. You say that because you and your
brother -- or one of your brothers, you were both
running away from Aberlour, and that you were then moved
to Craigielea home, in Aberdeen?

Correct.

Another children's home?

Yes.

You think you were probably around about 12 years of age
when you first went to Craigielea; is that right?

Yes.
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You tell us how you came to end up in the next place,

Kaimhill remand home. We have some information about
that on page 9. I'll just ask a few questions about
that.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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And you stole milk and rolls?

That led to you being taken to the juvenile court, in
Aberdeen?

Yes,

When you appeared in the court, you were sent to
Kaimhill remand home?

That's correct.

Just to take this from you at this stage, I think you
say that you were back and forth between Kaimhill remand
home and Craigielea a few times at that time?

A lot of times.
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Q.

A.

A.
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You tell us about how you ended up in another place in
your first Approved School, Oakbank?

Oakbank.

I'1l just -- you tell us at paragraph 57, on page 14,
that there was an occasion when you ran way from
Craigielea home and you had met up with a couple of boys
and together you went to a garage where they had cars
for sale?

That's correct.

In those days, as you tell us -- and no doubt they don't
do it these days -- they left the keys in the car?
Yes.

You tell us that you and your pals started the cars up
and were playing dodgems?

Correct.

So you weren't getting into a car and driving it off?
No. It was fenced in. You couldn't get out. It was

a forecourt.
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a kid?
That's what she said.
But what you remember of that, and you say in your
statement at 62, is that was the start of police
brutality towards me:

"I was wrong doing what I did, but I was only 12 or
13 years of age.”
That was the start of it.
But was it also the start of you trying to become a bit
tougher, to look after yourself?
I think you had to be, especially when you went down to
this area, by the central belt.
I'll come to that as well. But you were starting to
feel you have to look after yourself?
You had to. They would just take everything from you.
I think when you ran way, vyou tell us at paragraph 64,
what happened when you got back to Oakbank, was you were
belted by
That's right, in the office.
You were belted on the backside?
Mm hmm.
Over your trousers, though?
Yes.
And you think you were struck perhaps, usually, four or

six times if you were being punished in this way?
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friends. You were getting older and bigger, so you were

able to look after yourself a bit better.

Things were getting better in that sense?

Yes. I was still a kid, lé-year,

it's so young.

in year 12/13. Again,

You remember who was in charge of the unit that you were

in Baird?

vir [N

You had a nickname for him?

_ because he would go mental. He was okay.

You say he had an awful temper?

The Glasgow kids called him "Radio Rental". I didn't

know what it was about.
Rhyming slang.

Aye, that's what they call him.

We get the idea. You tell us that although he went

mental in terms of screaming and shouting, you don't

recall him physically touching anyone?

No, never seen it. No, he was okay.

He just used his voice?

Aye.

Following that on, in terms of the good things at

Kerelaw, you tell us quite a lot about that, starting at

paragraph 71, under "Leisure time".

I'11 just take this from you,

34
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You tell us a bit about of Kerelaw,
who was at that stage a Mr
Aye.
He had quite a lot to do with the football team, didn't
he?
He ran the football team and he did physiotherapy in
year nine, so he said.
You tell us that he ran the football team and, as you
put it in paragraph 89, he was into massaging boys'
legs?
He like -- he would -- he said he was a physiotherapist,
and he liked to get boys in his room and he would
massage their legs.
Did he do this in the company of other boys?
No, he would take you in one at a time.
Did he do that with you?
Yes.
You tell us he liked to rub you down?
Yes.
When he was in a room alone with you?
Yes, but he would come to your bedroom at night when you
were sleeping.
I was going to come to that. But, in terms of the
football team, he might take you to a room and massage

you individually?
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he was touching your ... Right?
Your private parts?

He was saying it was an accident. And it wasn't.

Then he would do your back. He was EXENIEGEGG-

You were -- feared. He was doing it to other kids,
because the kids all spoke about it. "IN thev
called him.

You also say that you used to call him
that's it. [HEE
You say how you felt or how you -- what you felt at the
time, you were terrified?
Well, when we heard him coming, that's when the running
away really started again.
I suppose =--
Then it affected you again.
I suppose while maybe boys can have their legs massaged
as a group before a football match, there wasn't any
particular reason why he should be trying to massage
your legs at night in the bedroom?
Well, everybody -- the teachers knew that he was doing
it, but he paled around the football team, he paled
around the staff.

I was -- 1n the units, two teachers slept at each
end of the corridors. They had their own room.

Mr [ had his room and Mr EZ3I -- he was all
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right -- he had his own room. But, at a certain time,
once lights went out, they went back to their house and
watched their TV or whatever they did.

But Mr who had a house in the grounds --

He wandered down.

He would come down to where the boys' dorms were?

All the dorms.

And would come in and do what you described?

Yes.

As I was saying earlier on, and I'm not sure that you
responded to the question: he didn't have any legitimate
reason to be massaging boys' legs --

No, we were asleep.

-- at night? There is no football?

No, he was just a creep.

You tell us about another person, who is described as --
I think you remember him as Dr [N

Yes, I'm sure he was a doctor.

Was he a person that was a member of the staff or was he
a visitor?

I think he was a member of the staff. I didn't have

a lot of dealings with him, but he would issue
punishment.

You tell us at paragraph 91 about Dr NFl} You say he

would put you over the table and belt you?
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her, everything kind of changed.
You say, on page 24, in paragraph 92, that she did ask
how you came by these marks and bruises, and you told
her it was what you got when you were misbehaving?
Aye.
You tell us she was horrified. You didn't know what she
actually did, but as you have, I think, just said, you
stopped getting the belt after that?
Everything stopped.

It appears she must have done something to perhaps bring
this about?

I think it was the start of the women becoming social
workers, and it made a big difference.

It was a woman member of staff it took to bring
an end —--
To the violence.

-- to these beltings?
He still came round the rooms at night because she
wasn't there.
Mr LA did?
She stayed in Stevenston. She had a room in Stevenston
house.
Although the beltings stopped, Mr night-time
activities didn't stop?

No. He was powerful. Power.
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He was
He was ENGEEEEEEE =< in charge of the football

team.

He had licence to go anywhere?

If you said anything, he would probably -- you wouldn't
have got a game of football, you would finish with

the -- he would have devastated you.

Did you ever get any sense of what relationship he had
with his own staff and how they treated him and he
treated them?

Again, I wouldn't like to say. They all got on alright,
I think.

Was it a relationship of equals or was it him at the top
and very much in control?

I think he was in charge. That was it.

It appeared that way to you?

Aye.
Now, you tell us that after you left Kerelaw -- this is
on page 24 -- you went back to your dad's house and

stayed with him for a time with your sister?
. -

And then you tell us that you went back to a local
school?

That's correct.

The secondary school; yes?
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take account of?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: By all accounts, from what you say, you had
done quite well in Kerelaw and --

A. I got released -- I think I was out -- I could be wrong,
15 months/16 months. I got told one day: you're going
home.

Q. If we go back to Kaimhill, you had been there before,

but you tell us about this occasion when you were in

Kaimhill, on page 25, starting at paragraph 97.
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You were taken to Lodge Walk police station?

Yes.

You think it was towards the end of the week, so you
were kept before you went to court on the Monday, in

police custody?





















10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

That's right.

-— at that time. But you were one of the first boys to

go to Brimmond, you think?
Aye.

You say that Mr who had been a member of

staff at Kaimhill, was
He was NG »ith his wife.

With his wife?
That's right.
I think you sum up your experience at Brimmond, at
paragraph 107, in the final sentence:
"I couldn't find anything wrong with Brimmond.
me, it was like a holiday camp."
It was.
One thing you point out, and it's something you

mentioned earlier, apart from being modern, at

paragraph 109, you say there were more women coming into

places like Brimmond?
Yes.
You say:

"Things changed when women came in to workplaces
like Brimmond. They weren't as hard as men and they
weren't as cruel?

That's correct.

That was -- you felt that was something that was

60
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A.

reason why you didn't get into problems.

You tell us about -- a bit about
s

Yes, he was an ex —-- I think he was a colonel in the
Army. He stayed in a huge house and he was right old
fashioned. A white moustache. He was just regimental.
Right. You also tell us that he would hit boys with his
walking stick?
He was a bully. 0ld school bully.
Did he use a walking stick?
Sometimes. Or he just took it to give you a clat.
Are you talking about a walking stick or a military
baton?
I think it was a stick.
He would walk about with a stick and hit boys with it?
Aye. He would hit you on the back.
Did he have any reason for doing that?
Depends what the kids had done. Kids are kids. They
are mischief; do you know what I mean?

But he was old school. He expected: yes, sir. No,
sir. Three bags full, sir.

If you spoke to him, you had to stand straight and

" o "

say "sir You had to call him sir and everything.
Did he ever hit you with a stick?

I don't think he ever hit me. We had a confrontation
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once because he was like -- we were getting our supper
and we were sitting at the table. It was 100-odd guys
and we moved a pot to one side because
(indistinguishable) The was getting in my soup. He
seen 1t and he slammed it down on the table and all the
(indistinguishable) went into my dinner and we'd to eat
it. It was just unreal.

Did you see him hit other boys?

Ayve, I seen him.

So far as Rossie is concerned, you tell us at page 124,
page 32 -- and I think Mr appeared before

a panel and it would be a review of your case at that
stage. You say that he did stand up for you and said
you had worked hard and that you had been of good
character at Rossie and he was willing to release you to
take up an apprenticeship?

No, what happened, my brother, older brother didn't go
into homes. He got a job as a -- well, he was an
apprentice rigger and oil was coming to Aberdeen and it
was a huge job at the time. He says, "We can give you
a start as an apprentice rigger because you're 16 in
B : spoke to a member of staff and they said: go to
Mr ask permission to speak to him, army like,
and he'll be all right.

So I asked if I could have a word with him. I was

i
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I think as you describe, was a bully and the most hated
man in the place, and it's a man called [GHIN.

KFL aye.

You tell us he battered many boys?

He was a little, stocky man.

Did you see him batter other boys?

Yes. He hit me.

He battered you?

I punched him. I punched him in the face. It was too
much.

You say that you could -- at night he, and I think some
of his fellow officers would come in to cells and punch
the lights out of people?

If they found the floor hadn't been done, anything like
that.

The reason you can tell us that; is it because you heard
screams from people at night?

You could hear next door. The cells are joined on. You
knew somebody getting a doing.

It wasn't difficult to work out who it was?

He was on shift. That's when it happened.

What about when he and other people went to the cell;
how did they get there? Did they come from somewhere
else?

No, there was never more than -- it was A wing, B wing,
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C wing, so you had maybe six or seven officers on the
flat. Everybody was locked up, so they could pick
a door.
If the screams were coming at night, they weren't coming
from a fight between --
It was a single cell. I wasn't fighting myself.
You tell us that happened to you on one occasion and you
describe how the officer, and you think about
four other officers, came in to your cell and you rolled
up in a ball, tried to cover yourself as best you could
and that was it?
You get used to it.
I think you tried to capture, at 157, on page 40, the
atmosphere at Glenochil in the time that you were there
was one of terror. It was grown men against young boys.
The officers were all ex-navy or ex-Royal Marines?
Mm hmm.
At 159, there is a section called:

"Reporting."

You say:

"I would have had injuries when I was beaten in my
cell."

But you couldn't tell anyone?
No.

You say the governor would have laughed at you if you

90
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perhaps do a quick swap.

LADY SMITH: Absolutely.

MR PEOPLES: I might excuse myself for a couple of minutes

and come back. I'll try not to interrupt the

proceedings.

LADY SMITH: While the swap-over is going, let me issue my

usual reminder that people may have noticed a lot of
names were used in 'Jim's' evidence regarding people who
were alleged to have perpetrated abuse, and they range
MTT , Dr Mr and a prison

officer called They're all people whose

libas)ull cccondary Institutions - to be publist

identities are protected by my General Restriction Order
and cannot be disclosed outside this room, along with
any I have missed. I may have missed one or two. Thank
you.

Ms Forbes, when you are ready.

MS FORBES: Yes, my Lady.

The next statement is from an applicant who is
anonymous. His pseudonym is 'John' and the reference
for his statement is WIT.001.001.3388.

'John' (read)

MS FORBES: While 'John' was later in Scottish Prison

Service establishments, he was also in other

institutions which are part of this case study. The
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guy who had originally hit me with his torch. I wasn't
allowed outside again.

"The night watchmen were probably the most brutal.
They would use their fists on you if you annoyed them.
If there was conflict between the boys, the staff would
organise the boys in question to be stripped to the
waist and fight outside. This was a common occurrence
that the staff seemed to encourage.

"There 1is nothing good to say about Cardross. There
was no belt and no structure to discipline. You were
often slapped on the head, which could be for any
trivial offence. The staff didn't like being challenged
or spoken at. I don't recall the names of any of the
staff.

"There was nothing in the way of education.

"Bed wetting was treated better at Cardross than it
was at Larchgrove. They didn't ridicule you and the
staff were on hand to do the laundry.

"I got told by a member of staff that my wvacancy had
come up and that I was going to a List D school in
Balrossie in Kilmacolm."

From paragraph 43 he talked about his time at
Balrossie school:

"Balrossie was the worst place imaginable and was

-Mr EE ho was the PE teacher and Mr who
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was SN A member of staff from Balrossie
came to Cardross and he and a member of staff from
Cardross took me to Balrossie. I was there for six to
eight months. I was still under the original that had
sent me to Larchgrove.

"Balrossie was like a big, old Baronial castle,
probably run by Glasgow Corporation. It was all boys,
over 100 who were aged between eight and 14. I would
say there were about 30 staff. I think some were there
simply because there was nowhere else for them to go.
When I arrived I was taken to see matron, then met with
Mr briefly before being shown my dorm and supplied
with clothes.

"From Monday to Friday you would get up at 7.30 am,
get washed, then have breakfast, before going to your
chosen class, which would be woodwork or painting,
though some boys went out on the bus to agricultural
class.

"You did get taught some vocational skills like
painting and woodwork but there was no academic work.
There would be a break at 11.00 am then lunch would be
at 12.30. It would then be back to class which finished
at about 4.00 pm. You would then get washed and get
ready for tea. After that you would go swimming or play

football, both of which were supervised. In winter you
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ones, especially Mr and vr N

"Belt on the hand was their chosen sort of
punishment or lying for eight hours on the floor
polishing. That could simply be for cheek or answering
back. Any member of staff handed out punishment and I
got it once or twice a week. Staff would slap you every
day.

"I remember I ran away at Christmas but got caught.
However, the only real punishment I got was losing
a Christmas present and having my shoes removed. It was
nothing like Cardross, where they seemed to take running
away personally.

"vMr NGl the PE teacher, especially picked on
the more obese kids and when they were out running he
was always kicking and slapping them. He had
a reputation for touching boys under their pyjamas and
was nicknamed [ell3

"Another thing that happened is that boys were
removed from the dorm at night. This happened all the
time, though what actually happened to them I can't say.
All I know is that it was one of the night watchmen who
would remove them.

"If you wet the bed you would get smacked on the
head or on the bare arse. You then had to strip the bed

and carry the wet bed clothes and put them down the
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chute while naked. This happened most mornings. I was
lucky that it wasn't a problem I ever had.

"When I had done my time, I left Balrossie and went
home. Before leaving, I picked the clothes I wanted
from a catalogue and these were given to me the morning
I left. My dad came to collect me and we went home on
the bus. There were no good buys or anything like that
and I don't recall any forms being signed.

"About four weeks later I broke into an ice-cream
van to steal sweets and got caught. I was taken back to
court and sent back to Larchgrove. I was devastated to
be going back, though at least this time I knew what to
expect. I was taken there by a prison officer, but as
it turned out I was only there for a week before I was
sent to Dr Guthrie's in Edinburgh."

He talks about Dr Guthrie's from paragraph 61:

"I got taken to Dr Guthrie's by a member of staff
from there. It was a big, old Victorian place in
Lasswade Road. It was a lovely place. It had swimming
pools and football pitches. EENEGgGGNGNN -

a Mr jege who was ex-military and a fantastic man.
There was a heavy emphasis on sport and it was great.
I was made captain _and was given a new
strip, boots and training shoes. I thought that was

brilliant.
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"There was a lot of academics and a lot of
hillwalking and outdoor pursuits. It was so good it was
almost a privilege to be there. The place was spotless
and the food was good. Mr [EYII va2s the head of our
wing and was also a great guy.

"I suppose I was there so I would stay out of
trouble. In that sense, I failed the place. It didn't
fail me.

"It was all boys aged from eight to 16. I was 13 or
14 when I went there. I was there for eight to nine
months. Would say there were about 100 boys there. It
was completely open and run almost militarily, but there
was no bullying. There was boxing but it was organised.

"The place was open and honest and I think it was
all down to Mr who to me was almost
a visionary. He would sit you down and explain things.
There was a strong duty of care and I think in a way
I was inspired to be like Mr I'm sure all the
other boys were of the same opinion.

"You would get up at 6.00 am and then my job was to
go check the cook house. Then it would be breakfast,
followed by assembly, then classes. Tea would be at
5.00 pm. In the winter, we would be shown films or play
indoor five aside football or go swimming. At 8.00 pm

it was a slice of cake and a cup of tea then bed.
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"We slept in big Victorian-like dorms with about
30 boys in each one. Everybody went to church on
a Sunday, or Mass if you were a Catholic, even though it
was voluntary. You wore casual clothes, unless you were
going to church when you would put on a shirt and tie.

"You cleaned your dorms, which would be checked by
vMr EESHI- 1 became _of the wing after about
two months. That certainly helped my self-esteem. Mr
also encouraged us to grow things. You weren't
locked in and you could go to the local shops.

"There was a Mr who had a big beard and wore
glasses who ran a nearby home. We would sometimes go
and talk to him. The staff spent a lot of time with me
on reading and writing. Teaching staff came from
outside and were very good to us.

"My family only visited me on sports day, but even
then a bus would be sent to the train station to pick
them up. As far as social workers were concerned,

I would say Mr filled that role.

"The residential staff were also good to us and
would take us out on camping trips to Dunbar, Glencoe
and the like. They would also have sports days when my
mum and gran would come through.

"At Christmas you got a pass to go home. You earned

money for potato picking in autumn and the staff gave
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you the money you'd earned before Christmas, so you
could buy presents for your family. They would then put
you on the train in Edinburgh and you went home for
Christmas."

In a section that relates to any abuse at
Dr Guthrie's, it starts at paragraph 73:

"The only discipline I recall is that you were
grounded, like told you weren't going camping. Physical
punishments simply didn't happen. I have nothing but
good things to say about Dr Guthrie's. I think it had
a lot to do with the structure. There was always a lot
of things to do. They even had the odd disco when girls
from another home would come in. I went back in 1982
and a few times after that to see Mr who I only
have good memories of.

"I'm not aware of bed wetting being a problem with
anyone at Dr Guthrie's.

"When my time was up, I went home. It was so
different from Dr Guthrie's. I ended up back in court
in front of Sheriff Irvine Smith. The Children and
Young Persons Act had started and I got told I was being
sent under, I think, section 26 and 32, which took me
out of the childcare system into the adult mainstream.

"I was only 14 years of age and that still upsets

me. The sheriff said I was moving to the mainstream

114













































16 January 2018.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

It's now just after 1 o'clock, so I'll stop for the
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lunch break.

But,

before I rise,

We can sit again at 2 o'clock.

a couple of names there.

vr S5 and Mr who were alleged to have

perpetrated abuse,

both have the protection of my

General Restriction Order and can't be identified

outside this room.

We'll return to some more read-ins at 2 o'clock?
MS FORBES: That is the plan, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: I look forward to that. Thank you.
(1.02 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.03 pm)
LADY SMITH: Mr Peoples, where are we golng next?
MR PEOPLES: My Lady, the next read-in is a witness

MR

PEOPLES:

statement from 'Jimmy'.

statement is WIT-1-000000703.

'Jimmy "

his life before care
say this: he was one
a two-bedroom house.

before care, that he

(read)

'Jimmy' was born in 1954 in

is concerned, I
of ten children
He tells us in

went to primary
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From St John Bosco's he moved to another Approved
School, St Ninian's Gartmore around 1965, he estimates,
and left in 1967.

He does describe various things that happened there
that he considers to be abusive. Indeed, on his first
day, he says he was slapped on the back of the head by
a Brother, shortly after arrival. That's at
paragraph 51 of his written statement.

He also says that he was told that he would be in
trouble if he wet the bed. That's at paragraph 53. He
said if anyone made a noise or spoke when watching
television they were hit on the bed by a Brother,
paragraph 58.

He tells us that he was struck on the head in class
by his headmaster, another Brother, paragraph 73. He
also tells us that he was given electric shocks by
Brother Benedict, paragraph 59, and that he was beaten
for running away, paragraph B81.

He mentions a person called Mr but that
I think is Mr who he says really didn't sexually
abuse 'Jimmy'. But he tells us that another boy told
'Jimmy' that he had been sexually abused by Mr
That is paragraph 83.

He does say, in terms of knowledge, that all the

staff knew what was going on at St Ninian's, but no one
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_1971, he was sentenced to three months'
detention at Glenochil detention centre and he was taken
from court there by the police.

If I can pick up what he says about Glenochil
detention centre at paragraph 134, page 31. If I can
just read some of that:

"Glenochil was supposed to be short, sharp
treatment. It was for young offenders up to the age of
21. The prison guards didn't wear a uniform. They just
wore civilian clothes. I can't remember any of their
names. I don't think there were enough prison officers
to look after the number of prisoners there. There
would have been somewhere between 150 and 200 young
offenders in Glenochil.

"When I arrived [this is his first day] I could hear
screaming and shouting, presumably prison officers at
the inmates as they were marching. I was frog-marched
into the reception area, where I was given my uniform.

I was given a medical examination by a Mr QEJIE

I'm not sure how to spell his name. I was then taken
for a shower and to my cell. A prison officer opened
the cell door. The covers on the beds were made into

a perfect bed block and the lino was so shiny you could
see your face in it. I was told that my room had to

look like that every morning when my cell door was
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If you didn't eat it you went hungry. Our evening meal
was served at quarter to five.

"We had showers once a week or after we had done
sport. The showers were immaculate because the inmates
had the job of cleaning them.

"The uniform I was given was grey, and a blue and
white striped shirt. All young offenders wore blue and
white shirts. Our clothing and our bedsheets were
changed once a week.

"All inmates had to have served 30 days before they
were allowed to take part in recreation. Recreation
consisted of a pool table, table tennis or watching the
television. If you weren't qualified to do recreation
you had to sit in your locked cell at the table and
read. The only thing to read was the Bible. You
weren't allowed on your bed.

"I never saw the hospital wing in Glenochil when
I was there. The only medical room was the surgery,
where I got my first examination when I arrived, then
the jag in my backside from Mr If you were ill
you were reported sick in the morning and you were taken
to the surgery within the detention centre. I think
their answer to every illness was two paracetamol.

"If you reported that you had a sore stomach you

were locked in your cell all day and weren't given any
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food. All you were given was three pints of milk, no
food. The medical staff were all prison staff."

Moving to page 34, paragraph 145:

"I didn't have any visitors. My family could have
visited, but it was too far for them to travel. I never
saw a probation officer or any kind of welfare officer
in the two months I was there. I wasn't allowed any
phone calls, but I could write one letter a week to send
home.

"When I first arrived, Mr QEF} who was some sort
of medical prison officer, gave me an examination. This
involved me dropping my trousers and him looking at my
private parts with a light, then my head was checked for
lice. He then looked in my mouth and told me I had
a throat infection. I told him I didn't, as I didn't
have any symptoms, like a sore throat or swollen glands.
Because I spoke back to him, he slapped me on the face
with an open hand. He told me that I was a 'Jack the
lad', and I told him he was a gangster behind the four
walls in the prison. He said I would be back in the
surgery the next morning for an injection. When I said
I wouldn't be going because there was nothing wrong with
me, he told me that they would decide what goes on
within the detention centre.

"The next morning, I was marched back to the
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surgery. Mr was there again and he told me to
drop my trousers. He told me it was so I could get

a penicillin injection. I pulled my trousers down at
one side and then he slapped me hard on the bare
backside and gave me the injection. Afterward, I told
him that I thought he was kinky. He grabbed me by the
shoulder and told me that if I said it again he would
put his fist through my face. Looking back, I consider
what he did to me was a sexual assault.

"We were marched everywhere within the detention
centre. If you went out of step or did something wrong,
the prison officers tripped you up. Some boys were
mentally stronger than others boys in there and the
weaker ones found it tough. I know that in the two
months that I was there some boys hanged themselves. I
knew there was nothing I could do to change anything, so
I just kept my mouth shut and got on with things.

"The boy in the cell next to me rang his bell one
time. All I know was that his name was [ "hen you
rang your bell, the prison officers were supposed to
come and see what we wanted. A prison officer came and
B to1c him that he wasn't feeling well and wasn't
coping with being locked up. He was told that medical
staff would come and see him. I don't know who, or if,

anyone came back to see him. The next thing I heard was
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screaming and the following day he wasn't there.
Another inmate told me they had 'jagged him up' and
taken him to the hospital wing. I never saw him again.
I got the impression that 'l was suicidal.

"The brutality in Glenochil was ferocious and
a couple of times I saw some other boys getting
seriously beaten up by the prison officers. You weren't
even allowed to talk to each other when we were in our
cells. The only time you could talk to any of the
inmates was during recreation. If you were caught
talking you might get put on report and go in front of
the governor. It was a very strict regime.

"On my first full day there, myself and about four
other boys who had arrived the day before were taken in
front of the governor. I can't remember his name. He
asked if we were being treated well. I told him I

wasn't. The other boys were told to leave the room and

the governor asked me what my problem was. I told him
about Mr QEGE wrongly giving me an injection because

there was nothing wrong with me and that he had slapped
my bare backside. I told him that I thought Mr
was kinky. The governor just told me that I shouldn't
speak about prison staff like that. Nothing ever
happened with what I told him.

"I didn't have a welfare officer or a probation
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officer. Even if I did, I wouldn't have told them
anything because it would just have got back to the
staff and they would have made it worse for me.

Then he says at 153:

"I heard, and it was published in newspaper reports
and on the radio in the 1970s, that Mr was
sentenced to 18 months for sexually assaulting young
offenders in Glenochil."

Then he says:

"Although I was sentenced to three months, I only
served two months because a third was automatically
taken off. There was no one at Glenochil who tried to
help me or give me my advice on how to get a job or
anything like that to help me when I was released.

I was released on my due date."

Then he tells us, at page 36, at paragraph 155, that
when he left Glenochil he returned to his family. He
got a job, and he says he had been in that Jjob for
a couple of months when he was stopped by plain clothed
police officers. He says they recognised him and asked
him where he had been and what he was doing. He told
them about where he had been working and thought nothing
more about it.

He says the next morning when he went to work his

employers told him that he was finished as he had
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a criminal conviction. He tells us that the police had
obviously told them and this was just before he was 17.

In [ 1972, when he was 17, he says he was put
on remand to Longriggend, after being charged with
assault. He says he's not sure what happened in the
assault, as he was very drunk.

But, in 1272, he was convicted at court for this
assault and sentenced to 18 months' detention at a young
offenders institution, which was backdated to [ NN
when he was placed on remand.

Picking up again, he deals with Longriggend between
paragraphs 157 to 159. I will just read what he says
there:

"Longriggend was for young offenders up to the age
of 21. It was horrendous. I was kept in my cell
23 hours in a day.

"Mr was a prison officer. If you pressed your
bell and he was on duty, if it wasn't for a good reason,
he would kick you in. It never happened to me, but I
saw him punching someone young boys and kicking them in
the groin. I told him once that I thought he was
an animal and that he wouldn't do it to me on his own
because he was a coward. He asked me where I was from
and when I told him Blackhill he must have decided to

leave me alone. Not long after that, I heard that he
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had been transferred to Barlinnie because of his
brutality.

"After I was sentenced, in [JJ1972, I was then sent
to serve the remainder of my sentence at Barlinnie
prison. I was transferred from Longriggend to
Barlinnie. There was one hall for young offenders and
that's where I went."

He then goes on to deal with his time at HMP
Barlinnie, starting at paragraph 160:

"At Barlinnie, if anyone spoke back to any of the
prison officers, you got dragged into a cell and they
would leather you. There were four prison officers in
particular that did this. They were Mr who was
a senior prison officer, , the principal
officer, GH and Mr QESll At some point,

HEI went to work somewhere else and
took his place. He was just as bad. They got called
The Mufty Squad. They all got involved and they used
their hands and their feet, kicking and stamping boys.
Whenever a prisoner got beaten up, the four of them were
there. Because it happened in a cell and they pulled
the door over, I didn't see it happening, but it was
well known that was what happened. They never touched
me and that was because one of them used to go to the

bingo and got to know my dad.
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sentence. When I got out in _1973, I went back
to Glasgow. I was 18.

"There was one prison officer at Saughton, [g=e
HEO who I know abused prisoners. He had
previously been at Peterhead prison. He used to get
young boys to fight with each other in the gym. It was
his way of getting boys to settle an argument. That is

how he ended up with the nickname .

He was well respected by the prison executive and later

became of Peterhead prison."

He then goes on to deal with his life after care.

Towards the end of his statement, under the heading

"Other information", he does mention

again. I'1ll just read what he says at paragraph 192,
page 44:

ENfreterhead prison, got four prison officers to hold

down a prisoner, _ Then he slashed_

across the face with some sort of weapon. This happened
in Peterhead. I think_had slashed him first.
I 2nt<c the police to be called, but they agreed
to put him into the special unit in Barlinnie if he
didn't report it to the police. That's what happened.

_would have been in his 30s."

He then says that he has no objection, at paragraph

143












paragraphs 45 to 51.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then tells us when he went home, after being in
this children's home, his father was hitting his mother
and that 'David' and his siblings were being beaten by
his father with fists and feet. That is at
paragraph 52.

In the period between about 1958 and 1965, which
would be between the ages of five and 12 for 'David', he
says he was placed with several foster families and in

residential schools, but he tells us he has no memory of
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there, and being a new boy, there were some attempts of
bullying from the older boys, but that soon stopped.

At paragraph 106, he says there was:

"An issue during my early time there where one of
the older boys was threatening me: if I did not carry
out sex acts on him, then he was going to beat me up.

"I started fighting back and he left me alone, but
I think he might have gone on to pick on one of the
other weak boys."

He tells us that at St Mary's, at 105, boys were
given a slap if they did anything wrong, or a kick if
they were not moving fast enough from one place to
another.

But he says, at 107, that other than what he has
mentioned in his statement by way of abuse, that he did
find St Mary's to have been a positive experience as

well.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: He has a section in his report, which I will

touch on, but I'm not going to go into it in detail.
But he has a recollection that in the year his mother

died, in 1968, he spent a period of time in a home on

the west side of Glasgow Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

That seems to be part of his journey.

LADY SMITH: At some time in 19687

MR PEOPLES: He seems to relate it to the death of his

mother, and at some point he was in a place. He's not
identifying the place, but he seems to have a memory of
something and he obviously tells us about what he
recalls happening at that point, including being taken
to another house

Having dealt with that in his statement, he goes on
to tell us about his time in the prison system. He's
not really very clear about how he ended up in Polmont,
but he ended up in Polmont. He tells us about his
experiences there at paragraphs 120 through to 142.

I should say he starts with Polmont, but he will
then tell us a little bit about Castle Huntly, where he
moved to. I'll read some of that, if I may?

Starting at paragraph 120, page 23 'David' says:

"I was sent to Polmont on a three-month assessment
period. At the end of that period, they would decide
where I was to be sent to serve the remainder of my time
in custody. That could be any of the borstals or
an open or closed prison. Between my time at Polmont

and later at Castle Huntly it spanned about
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inside the room. As my feet hit the rug I slipped and
skidded along the floor crashing my head into the
radiator. When the governor ask me what had taken
place, I just said it was a fight. I was too scared of
further repercussions if I told them what had actually
happened. I was then taken to the floor above and given
a single cell.

"We had nicknames for some of the officers,

Mr m Mr and Mr They would make you
stand to attention and hit you with their full force
into your solar plexus. The pain was excruciating and I
was doubled over in agony. They made me stand up and
threatened that if I did anything wrong again that was
what would happen to me.

"There was a PE teacher, and every time he was
carrying out any work with us he would be wearing his
heavy army boots with his tracksuit. Anyone deemed to
have done anything wrong with him in the gym would be
kicked by him. That could be for something minor, like
not running as fast as he wanted.

"This guy also taught boxing. One day I was in his
class and he asked if anyone had done any boxing before.
Some put their hands up. The first guy was told to get
into the ring with the instructor, who then proceeded to

beat up the prisoner. When it came to my turn, I was
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Montrose, for fighting at a football match.

From paragraphs 23 to 88, 'Greg' speaks of his
experiences at Rossie Farm. He says Rosslie Farm was
where all the trouble started. He says he and other
boys suffered physical abuse. 'Greg's' main abuser was
S o vwas in charge of the training block
at Rossie Farm. 'Greg' said he ran way three times.

He reported the abuse to his social worker,

MCF when she visited, but she did nothing about
e

Moving now to paragraph 89, on page 19, where 'Greg'
describes how he was moved from Rossie Farm to Polmont:

"On my 1lé6th birthday I was in Forfar Sheriff Court
and I asked Henderson if he was sending me to Polmont,
but he told me he could keep me at Rossie Farm until
I was 17. It was the same Jjudge, Cormack, who also
travelled to Perth and he admonished me and returned me
to Rossie.

"The last time I was taken out of the closed block
to go to court, Sheriff Cormack was going to admonish me
and return me to Rossie Farm, but another boy and I
kicked off in the dock and said we weren't going back.

This is was when Mr [erS

, who was my team leader at
Rossie Farm, stood up and the sheriff asked him

something. The reply was that I was going back to the
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closed block and that the other boy was going back to

the training school. I told Mr EZE that I would

barricade myself in again and the other boy said he
would run away. Then Mr [E¥S said as from that moment
we were no longer pupils at Rossie Farm.

Sheriff Cormack sent us to Polmont. That was 1971."

At that stage, 'Greg' would be aged 16:

"I went to Perth prison from the court for two
weeks, and I went straight to Polmont from there. I was
kept in the borstal dormitory in Perth prison. Boys
came from as far away as Aberdeen to Perth prison and
the bus took them from there to Polmont.

"As soon as you went into Polmont you were given
a number, and if you couldn't remember your number, you
got a slap. With my reputation for running away, when I
went to Polmont I wasn't allowed to go outside until it
was considered that the risk was lifted and then I was
put with the painters and decorators.

"I was in Polmont for 11 months from 1971 to 1972.
Although my original sentence was three years, it was
reduce to two years and I was out in 11 months. This
was down to good behaviour. I was never in trouble
there and I never had a bad report. Polmont was far
easier than Rossie Farm. You got a slap and told to get

something done, but you never got beaten up.
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"You had to be in Polmont for at least a year before
you could be considered for release, but I had my blue
shirt in five months. You got a red shirt when you
arrived and once you got your blue shirt you could work
on getting out. When I was in Polmont I took part in
an east-to-west canoe race. This was racing the canals
from the east coast to the west coast and we won it.

"When I was getting out in 1972, I was also part of
the swimming team and I asked them if they would let me
stay another week or two to take part in a competition
because I was the best swimmer in Polmont.

"I went back home to Perth and my mother got me
a job on a cargo ship. I worked at sea and travelled
all over Europe. I went back to Rossie Farm in 1973
with the intention of meeting up with but I
left without seeing him. I spent seven years working in
Belfast as a pipe fitter, then I worked in England in
a power station and then for a company in London doing
dry risers. I am on long-term sick due to problems with
my shoulder. I have three children and I have a good
relationship with them, although I'm separated from
their mother.

"I was back in prison a couple of times in my
earlier days, but I haven't been inside a court for

40 years, except for a litter offence last year."
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Moving to paragraph 102, on page 21:

"I reported my abuse when I was in Polmont to the

matron in east wing. She was called Mrs Knipe.

the social worker knew about it too."

Now to paragraph 107, page 22:

"I have no objection to my witness statement being

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are

true."

'Greg' signed his statement on 29 March 2021.

My Lady, I think that completes the time we have

available for the read-ins we have today.

LADY SMITH:

Let's stop there for today. Then tomorrow

morning; what is the plan?

MS RATTRAY: Tomorrow morning, we resume with an oral
witness.
LADY SMITH: Very well. Thank you very much. I will rise

now until 10 o'clock tomorrow morning.

(3.35 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Friday, 10 November)
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