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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HHL

Support person present: No

1. My full name is . This has been my name since birth. My date of
birth is || 1973- My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before care

2. llived in the Westerhailes il in Edinburgh after | was bom. | lived with my mum,
I - older brother, who was about a year older than me. | never met my
dad. My younger, half-sister came along after a while, but | can't remember when. She

is between one and three years younger than me.

3. | moved to the Southhouse area of Edinburgh when | was about three or four years
old years old. | started Burdiehouse Primary School.

4, | started getting suspended from school when | was in primary one or two, and that
carried on right up until | was in primary seven.

5. | was getting suspended because | couldn't concentrate in class. | couldn’t understand
it all. It was always messy when | wrote things down, so | just stopped doing any of
the work and started acting up.

6. My teacher in primary three, Mrs|i} was horrible. She used to stick a metre stick

down your back and pull it, and smack your knuckles with a ruler.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

My mum then said she couldn't control me. | think that was rubbish because she was
a twenty stone, big woman. Also, my brother was worse than me and was having the
police round at our door because of his behaviour. The police never came to the door
because of me. The worst thing | was doing was just not coming in at 8:00 or 9:00 pm
when my mum told me to, so she would baiter me when | got in late, and then | would
go to bed.

| went to a children’s panel, but | don't know why the panel happened. | remember
being there and everyone there talking about me as if | wasn't there. One woman
asked to hear from me and asked me what | wanted. | said | was happy to go into care
and that | didn't want to live with my mum.

| think | was taken straight to Dean House Children's Home from the panel, just in the
clothes that | was wearing.

Dean House Children’s Home, Ravelston, Edinburgh

Secondary Instifutions - to be published later
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Midfield House Children's Home, Lasswade

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

80. 1was taken to another home in Haddington.

Tenterfield Children’s Homes, Haddington

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

81.

82.

1



DocuSign Envelope ID: DAASDAIE-803B-4T1E-AFSA-BBE4ATESOS2CF

Sacondary Institutions - to be published later




DocuSign Envelope ID: DAASDAIE-803B-4T1E-AFSA-BBE4ATESOS2CF

92. | was in there for about three or four months. Then | was just told | was leaving one
day, and then | was taken away to a home in Uphall. Nobody told me why | was leaving
and going to a new place.

Uphall Children’s Home, Uphall

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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South Gyle Children’s Home, Edinburgh

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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126.

127.

128.

129,

130.

131.

132. After being in the home for about six months, | was sent to a children’s panel again.
This was only the second one I'd been to.

133. The panel wanted to send me home and | said that | didn't want to go home. They

didn’t ask why and | didn’t tell them about the physical abuse. They decided to send

me home anyway.

17
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182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

ltis like a battle trying to get the words out to describe the sexual abuse. | have spoken
to my Counsellor about it because | see it as a sign of weakness that | can't talk about
it, because | am not that wee laddie anymore.

| never got shown any emotion at home from my mum or by anyone in care. Instead,
| saw and experienced a lot of violence at home, in care and in jail. Violence has never
left my life.

| have always gotten into fights when | go out, because | get annoyed when | see
somebody looking at me and wonder what they are looking at. That has caused me to
get into trouble with the police and meant I've had a life in and out of jail. | still get lifted

by the police for getting into fights.

The way | explain it to my counsellor is that | like things to be flat and when | start
seeing it have wavy lines, | get angry and feel like | have no control. It happens

instantly. My counsellor thinks | am stuck in fight mode with my reactions to things.

My counsellor thinks that | may be suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
following what happened to me in care and the incident in Saughton when | got slashed
when | was seventeen years old.

Every job | have ever had has also ended with me falling out with my boss because |

get angry when | hear them say or do something.

| find relationships difficult. My relationships have never lasted because | am not able
to show affection or emotions. | was with my partner for seventeen years and was
never able to tell her | loved her. Whenever she tried to cuddle me, | would feel

suffocated.

24
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205.

206.

207.

208.

209.

Records

| have never tried to get my records. | don't really see the point or what it would
achieve.

Other information

| don't see how it was possible for staff in care homes to be violent and sexually
abusive towards kids without other staff members seeing it happen. They must have
seen and heard the things that were going on and kept their mouth shut.

There need to be proper checks done for people who work with kids. You can't hide it
if you have a violent nature so an assessment should be done to see how they react

in stressful situations to see if they snap or stay calm.

| have never asked anyone for an apology and | know the council, who placed me in
care, would never apologise.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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