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picking out some things that are said there, 'David'
remembers a Mr NI} s1apping him on the jaw for being
cheeky; that is paragraph 60.

He was in a dorm with about 12 boys that was locked
at night. He says that during the day the boys spent
a lot of time in the yard at Larchgrove, kicking a ball
about or smoking; that is 64.

Boys who were on detention, that is remand, wore
a brown uniform and the rest wore blue; that is
paragraph 66.

He has no recollection of social work visits at that
time; that is in paragraph 69.

LADY SMITH: He would have been about nine or ten years old
at that time?

MR PEOPLES: He says he was about nine, 1964.

LADY SMITH: Just before his 10th birthday.

MR PEOPLES: That was his age.

At paragraph 71, he says that he was made to
masturbate several older boys in Larchgrove. This would
happen in the dorms and it was one boy at a time that he
had to do this with.

He says, at 72, he thinks the staff knew what was
golng on, because one time when he was meant to
masturbate a boy he could hear someone coming along the

corridor that he knew to be staff. He says he ran back
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to his bed, but before he could get into it, there was
Mr coming in and touching his heart and he said
he called him a "dirty wee bastard" and gave him

a skelp.

He says he tried to get out the windows a lot, at
paragraph 73, but if you got caught you would get a slap
and kick and belt on your arse over your clothing. So
that was another thing that he tells us about.

Aged nine, he was admitted, after the spell in
Larchgrove, to Dr Guthrie's Boys' School, which would be
an Approved School at that stage. He tells us about
life in Dr Guthrie's between paragraph 76 and 89. It
was _1965. He tells us that he thinks the boys
were aged between about nine and 16, at paragraph 77.

He says, at paragraph 78, there were loads of dorms

with about 16 boys in each. He remembers
was a Mr and he remembers someone called

another member of staff.

He tells us that he went to Dr Guthrie's on two
occasions. Firstly, I think, around the age of nine and
then, later on, when he was around 13. He says between
those two ages he was in other places. He's not
entirely sure whether the people he remembers were there
the first time round or second time round.

He does say there were classes with normal school

B,






a)

10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

down my nose."

He says this was because he was so unhappy because
of what was happening with the older boys, but that
nobody asked him at any time why he was so unhappy.

'David' thinks he was moved because the staff knew
what the older boys were making him do; that is at
paragraph 88.

The upshot was he was transferred to the
Dale School. He tells us about his time at the

Dale School between paragraphs 90 and 115.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

O
w



10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

On release from the Dale School, he went back to his

mother. He got into some trouble during that period.

He recalls going back to Larchgrove for a

short time and

was then committed or recommitted to Dr Guthrie's. He

tells us a little bit about Larchgrove on
occasion he was there, between paragraphs

He says he thinks he was around 13 or
went back to Larchgrove, that is would be

says that the boys who had abused him the

the second

120 and 123.
14 when he
1968/1969. He

first time
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around weren't there any more. Indeed, he says on that
occasion nothing happened that he considered to be
abusive; that is 123.

He tells us a bit about his second spell at
Dr Guthrie's, between paragraphs 124 and 135. ‘'David'
says that Mr [SZHEEE B 2 211 cisht and he
recalls that he actually died when 'David' was there.

He says in this part of his statement he does
remember Mr and also a Mr . He thinks he
was there around 18 months. But he said the boys were
different from those who were there the first time he'd
been there, when he was about nine years of age.

He tells us a bit about the routine at Dr Guthrie's.
He says that boys did a lot of sport when they were
there, such as football, wrestling, boxing, trampolining
and so forth. But he also says, at 126, that they were
also made to play murder ball. I think we have some
idea of what murder ball is. It seems to be a game that

was played in a number of settings.

LADY SMITH: Wholly unregulated game like rugby, no rules

and a ball that's even heavier than a rugby ball.

MR PEOPLES: I'm not sure which ball they used here, but we

get the idea of what the game involved from this and
other evidence.

He says he has no recollection of social work visits

28]
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when he was at Dr Guthrie's. He sometimes went home for
the weekend or at times during the school holidays; that
is: 127,

He tells us he ran away a couple of times. At 128,
he says he got the strap across the backside over his
clothes from the deputy headmaster. He was given six of
the belt and he says other teachers at the school would
send boys to the deputy head if they were doing anything
wrong and he would belt them; that is 128.

At 130, he says when he went back to Dr Guthrie's
the same kind of abuse happened a couple of times, where
he was dragged into the toilets and made to masturbate
an older boy. He said it was just the one boy that made
him do that twice. He was around 13 or 14 years of age
and says he started to stand up for himself, so it did
stop.

He says he doesn't know if this was happening to
other boys and he never told anyone what he had been
made to do.

He recalls an occasion when he and another boy tried

to run away and that Mr [EYJJE anc Mr EFEll or perhaps
Mr —— I think he's not sure of the surname --

pursued the boys in a Land Rover, caught them when the
boys fell over and, at 131, he describes what then

happened. He says:
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trouble. When he was around 15, which would be 1970 or
thereabouts, he was sent to Kibble Approved School for
two years, but went to Larchgrove for a short period
first. This is the third time at Larchgrove, I think.
He tells us briefly about the third time, at 141 to 142.

What he does say at 142 is:

"The time I was there there were gangs. I saw
people getting stabbed in the legs. This never happened
to me, though. By the time I went back, I was bigger,
stronger and more streetwise."

He then, in his statement, tells us about his time

at Kibble, between 143 and 161. He says he thinks he

was there around a year and that was
Mr who was called "' by the boys; that

is at 144. He remembers some of the staff, other staff
as well. He says he helped out with painting a new unit
that was being built while he was there. He estimates
there were perhaps 30 to 40 boys aged between 13 and 14
and as much as 18 years of age; that is at 145.

He said each boy had, as he puts it, separate cubes,
that's areas partitioned off in a dorm, with a bed and
chest of drawers.

At 140, 'David' says that there was lots of gangs
stuff going on at the time with gangs from Carlton,

Easterhouse, Maryhill, all of these places. He said:
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"I got a doing from Mr and another staff
member. I got the blame and they were looking for the
blade, but it wasn't me that had the blade. He put me
in a headlock, banging my head off the wall and shouting
'Where's the blade?' We were in the gym room. He then
sat me down and told me I was getting denied home leave
and they kept me in for six weekends."

He goes on to say, at 160:

"There were lots of fights that went on at Kibble,
but the staff didn't bother trying to stop it. I got my
head split open by another boy who hit me with a table
tennis bat and they just stood and watched it. There
was gang stuff going on in there with all the different
Glasgow gangs and they would just fight. The gangs were
decided by what area you were from. I was in a gang
with mates and we would all look after each other.

I was in the Govan gang, but I ran about with boys from
other gangs who I got pally with and I would go with
them at the weekends."

He tells us that he left Kibble, at 161, when he was
about 16 years of age, which would be around-1971.
He went back home. At that time his relationship with
his mother was not a good one. 'David' tells us he was
drinking a lot, fighting with gangs and getting into

trouble with the police. He ended up -- aged about 17,
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Moving to page 32, at paragraph 175, under a
heading, "Abuse at Polmont":

"There was a screw called and if
anything was wrong in your cell he would hit you with
the bed stick. This was a piece of wood used to
measure your bed block. It was about two-feet long and
was thin. One time my bed block was a bit loose and he
hit me across the side of the face with his bed stick.
When he did this I went for him, but he overpowered me.
I was dubbed up in the cooler for the night. That's
where you got sent if you were fighting or did anything
wrong. It was underneath the blocks and was a cell
with just a bed in it.

"Bl was one of these guys that if he
didn't like you he would take it out on you. When we
were in the mile corridor he would come up behind you,
kick you up the arse with his big pointed shoes and
call you a 'fucking bastard'. We were all in a line
scrubbing with a brush and water. He made you look at
the ground in front of you and you weren't allowed to
talk. We would shite ourselves that he was going to
come back up behind us and kick us with these shoes.

"Nothing happened to me at the north wing in
Polmont. It was all very easy-osey because of the main

man that I knew.
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He has signed his statement on 8 November 2022.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Mr Peoples.
MR PEOPLES: This is probably a good time to take lunch. We
have another live witness at 2 o'clock.
LADY SMITH: Yes. I'll rise now for the lunch break and sit
again at 2 o'clock. Thank you.

Before I do that, names to remember. I'm sure
people are picking this up. My General Restriction
Order applies to gquite a number of members of staff who
were mentioned today. They include people with the
names — and
somebody known as . They can't be identified
outside this room. Thank you.

(12.58 pm)
(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. 1I'd like to turn next witness
in person, who I think is ready; is that right,
Mr Peoples?
MR PEOPLES: Yes, I think next witness is ready, and he is
"Petert.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
'Peter' (sworn)
LADY SMITH: That microphone is now on, 'Peter', you can see

from the red light. It sounds as though you're in
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No.
Can we move on to Wellington Farm School, near Penicuik,
then?
Yes.
As I've said, the records indicate that you went there
around _ 1985. You were there for about six
months until about -1986 when, as we'll maybe
discover later -- we will discover later, you went to
Dean House.
You were there basically from_ 1985 through

to-l986 and you were aged 15 at that time?
Yeah.
You tell us it was a List D school --
Approved School, I think.

-- at that stage. You say it was known as Welly Farm?
Yeah.
You tell us something about the staff on page 17,
paragraph 87. You say that they were horrible, but you
do remember two members of staff who were nice to you,
one of whom was named sl and another was a female
teacher, whose name you don't recall now?

I don't recall her name, no.
You are very complementary of the female teacher. You
feel she taught you a lot more in your short time there

than you ever learnt at the high school.
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At the high school, yeah.

You felt that the other person, was someone who
treated you like you were a human being. He talked to
you, and was one of the only adults that would do that?
Yes.

You tell us that the teacher actually made you editor of
the Welly Weekly?

Yeah.

Was that to stop you running away?

It was more about -- half the stories were about me
running away.

You had plenty of stories for the Weekly?

Yeah.

You tell us a bit about Wellington. So far as it was
concerned, you felt that you did get a benefit. You've
told us, at paragraph 95, that you were gquite good at
maths and arithmetic?

Yeah.

You say at that stage in your Jjourney in the care system
you weren't beating people up or anything; you were just
a person who couldn't abide by the rules and they
couldn't keep you contained in places that were like
Wellington?

No. Yeah, no.

You tell us -- and you've said that already -- you felt
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You tell us that you think maybe the person that you --
you believe it might have been [N} the person that
treated you like a human being, that he may have been
responsible for you getting moved to a single room?
Yeah.

As you say, the horse had already bolted because people
knew?

Yeah, it was open day.

You give us an example of the things you were being
called on page 20, at the top, at paragraph 102, that
you were called things like "pissy pants"?

Yeah.

That at the time you found that embarrassing and
traumatic.

Yeah.

You tell us that at Wellington Farm drugs were available
and you took them?

Yes.

It wasn't difficult to get hold of drugs in that place?
Not in that place, no. Because you had people what came
on a daily -- like, came in from different cities on

a daily basis. Day boys, they called them.

There were day you pupils coming in and they could bring
stuff in?

Yes.
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Q.

SELLOGELRGEIIIGE vou were taken to a children's home in East

Lothian?

In Haddington, yeah.

You don't think you were there very long and you were
taken back, is it, to Dean House?

Yeah.

Briefly?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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You went to a closed support unit in Edinburgh for
a spell?

Yeah.
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You tell us a bit about what happened when you left
South House and you found a bedsit?

Yes.

You say there was no back-up or aftercare to give you
support?

No.

You were still taking drugs?

Still taking drugs.

What you tell us at 142, on page 26, is that when you
got your benefits they were all spent. You got them on
the Thursday and they were spent by the Friday?

Yes.

To fuel your drug habit?

Yeah.

Of course, presumably to try to find more money, you
resorted to crime?

Yes.

You say that after leaving South House you were caught
on one occasion and given three months in Polmont?
Yeah.

You went back and forth to Polmont a number of times

between that time -- about 16, 17 and 202
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