Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HUP

My name isand my date of birth is _1992. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

| was born in Vale of Leven hospital, Alexandria. | lived in Dumbarton all my life until
| went into the first home when | was about twelve years old. | have one sister, she is
three years older than me. | had two brothers on who is five years younger than me

and another who was eight years younger. My youngest brother sadly died last year.

| went to St Peters primary in Dumbarton. | obviously had ADHD then but wasn’t
diagnosed. | was subsequently diagnosed at about twenty one years old.

| think | was okay at school but | do remember attacking a couple of people at
primary school. | remember attacking someone for taking the micky out of my name.
| got a lot of that when | was younger. | hit somebody for that. Another time | was
stood in the front of the dinner queue and a boy came up and stood in front of me.
We moved spaces a couple of times, him in front of me, me in front of him. I lost my
temper and punched him in the face and pushed him out of the way. That was the
start of it all and the first couple of episodes of violence from me. From there it just
got worse.

| definitely think the ADHD had an effect on me. It was also the people | ran about
with and the people who influenced me. These things were the reason | ended up in

the care system. | did things and never really thought about the consequences.
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the unit and it didn't seem to me they were short staffed. | think it was politics in the

unit.

They did day trips to places like Alton Towers or Blackpool but they never took us on

holidays as such.
Healthcare

| was never really ill in St Johns. | did stand on a nail once. It was pretty sore. It was
a nail that had been sticking out of a piece of wood. | don’t know if it was rusty or
what. | was never taken to the hospital or for a tetanus shot. They asked me if it was
alright, | said aye and they said ‘alright, see you later’. | don’t know if they recorded
it.

Christmas and birthdays

They didn’t celebrate your birthday. | think we had a Christmas tree but you didn’t get
presents and it wasn't really celebrated. There might have been a grant you got at
Christmas but I'm not sure .

Visits/inspections

The inspectorate came in at one point . We would be asked to help get the place in
order for the visits to take place. Everything was made to look good for them coming.
I'm sure if you looked at their budgets you would see money getting spent around

the time the inspectors were due in.

This isn’t based on fact, it's what one of the residents told me. | was told they were
paid by the staff to give a good report to the inspectors when they came in. | believe

this happened just before the place was shut down.

My social worker who was called GRS v2s horeless. | don't think she
knew what she was doing. She didn'’t visit me but | do remember she called this big
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children. I'm not sure they are the most appropriate people to be working in

children’s homes and | hope that still doesn’t go on.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| want things to be better for people coming through. | don’t want them to be getting
assaulted by staff. That's the main thing and it’s not a lot to ask.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed...

pated.... QD OZen LD
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