


























































































































































































































































































































































































































LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR PEOPLES: Probably around then.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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then he says that from there he seems to have been given
a chance to go back home and go back to school, but he
didn't settle and went back to what he describes as "old
ways"; going out and breaking into premises.

He was only at home for a few months when he was
then put back into another children's home, this time in
Port Glasgow. And he tells us about that at 158 through
to 168. And he says he reckons he was there around

seven or eight months.
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He said he ended
up getting charged, along with two boys over 16, in
connection with a serious assault, and he says that he
was held in Newfield until the case went to court. He
says he was there perhaps about six months, although he
tells us, at 165, that the case ended up being dropped
and so he was in Newfield, but then went back home.

However, at 167, he says that subsequently he was
charged with wilful fire-raising, being already on bail
for housebreaking. So he was back in court again, and
this time he was fully committed and went back to
Newfield.

At 167, he tells us he was there for another
six months. He says he took the blame for the
housebreaking and was given three years residential
training. He says that the wilful fire-raising seems to
be something that -- the sentence was deferred,
according to his recollection.

The placement that he went to was Balrossie School,
which is obviously a List D school by then. He tells us
about his experiences at Balrossie between paragraphs

169 to 198, starting on page 36.

LADY SMITH: He is about 13 when he goes into Balrossie.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, that would be 1983/84, aged 13, and he

reckons he was there for the full three-year period.
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He does say, at 170, that he got on well with most
of the staff there. He mentions ones that he remembers,
including He tells us about the
routine, which I will pass over.

He says, at 184, that he would be going home for
weekends when he was at Balrossie, and he said he was
finished with glue sniffing by that stage, but he was
drinking a lot and smoking cannabis. He says that's
when he started taking drugs, when he was on home leave
at the age of 15. So we are into about 1985 by now.

He has a section headed "Abuse at Balrossie", and
that starts at 187. I am not going to go through it,
but he describes physical abuse in the paragraphs that
follow, by a number of staff.

He tells us about leaving Balrossie, starting at
197, where he was going home at night and attending
Balrossie during the day, and then had to go back to
court, he says, every six months for some of the

deferred sentence on wilful fire-raising.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: He seems to have come out of Balrossie, I think

around the age of 15, but he then seems to have been
intended to go to St Mary's Kenmure at Bishopbriggs. He

only has a short section about this.

LADY SMITH: Yes.
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