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several weeks. The study concluded that there are life-changing consequences
which may include the break-up of the foster family and exireme stress on
individuals and the relationships between them. The emotional impact often results
in major stress, illness and long-lasting fear and there may be severe economic
consequences arising from the reduction or removal of income.

With regards to caring for a child who has been abused the impact upon birth and
foster families can also be significant with family members anxious and unsure
about how to support a child who has been abused. Some of the behaviours and
attitudes that an abused child may display can be difficult for foster carers to live
with and address with some experiencing secondary trauma.

d) Where does the organisation’s knowledge/assessment of that impact
come from?

Our knowledge of the impact comes from research such as:

Study 1: Maltreatment and Allegations of Maltreatment in Foster Care. A Review
of the Evidence, Biehal and Parry (2010)

Study 2: Pilot Study into the Impact of Allegations Made Against Foster Carers
Who Accessed FISS or FosterTalk Services, Dyson and Sebba (2014)

Study 3: Emerging Themes from Fosterline Wales Advice Line and the Practice
and Independent Support Teams in Wales, Alun Richards The Fostering Network
Wales (2018, unpublished) referred to in the tFN Understanding the impact of
allegations made against foster carers in Wales Maria Boffey, Jan Stanton and
Alain Thomas February 2019

The findings of such research echo our experience of supporting families who have
had allegations made against them and our experience of supporting children who
have experienced and displav a ranae of trauma related behaviours.

5.8 Known Abusers and Alleged Abusers - Answered Part D - Appendix 1 - Questions
5.8105.10

5.9 Specific Complaints - Answered Part D - Appendix 1 - Questions 5.8 to 5.10
5.10 Civil Actions - Answered Part D - Appendix 1 - Questions 5.8 to 5.10

5.11 Criminal Injuries Compensation Awards

a) Has any criminal injuries compensation been awarded in respect of
abuse, or alleged abuse, of children cared for in foster care?

We are aware of eight young people who have received criminal injuries
compensation awards during the time they have been looked after by Swiis foster
carers. However, all of these awards relate to historic abuse experienced when the
children were looked after at home. None relate to their time cared for in foster care
with Swiis.
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b) If so, please provide details if known.

As the awards all relate to historic familial abuse carried out prior to the children
being looked after by our foster carers their details have not been reported here.
This information can however be made available to the inquiry if necessary.

5.12 Police - Answered in Part D - Appendix 2 - Questions 5.1210 5.13

5.13 Crown - To be answered Part D - Appendix 2 - Questions 5.12 to 5.13
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