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Dear Sirs

South Lanarkshire Council
Foster Care Case Study

We should be obliged if you would note that we have received instructions to act on behalf of South
Lanarkshire Council in respect of this case study and in particular your request for further information.
We should be obliged if the Inquiry would take this response into account alongside the council's
original response to the section 21 notice.

We refer to the specific further questions and would set out the responses as below.

1. In light of the evidence, what reflections do you have on your Part B Response to the
Inquiry’s Section 21 Notice dated 27 August 20197

Several aspects arise from this. First, at 3.1(b), the council set out their assessment of the
extent and scale of abuse. That response took into account the council’s review of 200 foster
carer files and 84 children’s files. Of necessity, those were files held by South Lanarkshire
Council. A number of applicants who gave evidence to the Inquiry spoke of their experiences
within the South Lanarkshire area, but had been placed with those foster carers by another
council. In particular, children were placed by North Lanarkshire Council with foster carers
situated within South Lanarkshire.

As a result, those records were not held by the council and could not form part of their
response. As South Lanarkshire Council does not have leave to appear they have not been
provided with a copy of the cipher code. They cannot identify whether there are records for
the anonymised applicants. It may be, therefore, that the figures which appear at answer
3.1(b) ought to be increased to allow for those applicants.

Secondly, the council wishes to update their response to question 3.2, acknowledgement of
systemic failures. The council responded on the basis that while child abuse took place, they
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