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Part C - Prevention and Identification

In this part, where materials are referred to, Stirling Council has produced them to the Inquiry
in numerous appendix documents attached, and where indicated.

Where, in this part, Stirling Council refers to "the Authority”, it refers to the Stirling Burgh
Council, Stirling County Council and Central Regional Council for which Stirling Council
maintains archiving responsibility, except where context otherwise requires. Where
reference is made to "the Council" it refers to Stirling Council.

4. Policy and Practice

4.1 National

a)

b)

\T:as: there national policy/guidance relevant to the provision of foster care for
children?

Policy/guidance is referenced by Professor Kenneth Norrie in his report to the

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry, ‘Legislative Background to the Treatment of Children

and Young People Living Apart from their Parents’. Publications such as Shaw

(2007), Kendrick and Hawthorne (2012) and the research reports commissioned by

the Inquiry provide a comprehensive overview of the range of national

policy/guidance governing the provision of Foster Care.

Legislation has had the most significant impact on local and agency policy. In
addition, this area has been affected by Guidance, Regulations, Codes of Practice
and National policy initiatives. Legislation will drive changes in policy and procedure.
As a result, there may be repetition from earlier and subsequent sections in the report.

If so, to what extent was the local authority aware of such?

Stirling Council’'s inspection reports outline implementation and compliance with

National Care Standards.

The minutes from the Authority refer to circulars and letters being received from the

following bodies:










































Information Governance Team will scan the record and apply any relevant and
appropriate redactions in line with current data protection legislation e.g. third party
personal data etc., prior to issuing a copy of the record to the individual. The original
paper record is then returned to the Records Centre and the inventory updated
accordingly.

From ¢.2011 onwards, the Council has adopted the retention periods set out by the
Scottish Council on Archives.

However, since 1 October 2015, the Council has implemented a moratorium on the
destruction/disposal of all records relating to children who were in care or foster care
as well as all other records that may be required as part of the Scottish Child Abuse
Inquiry. These include both historical and present day records, and are not limited to
client records.

ix. Recruitment and training of foster carers

As per The Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act 1937 and the 1968 social
Work (Scotland) Act, children were visited by Authority representatives. There is
evidence of this in Stirling Burgh and Council records. The Act outlined the type of
person that could care for a child. The 1947 Children Boarding out rules required the
local authority to ensure any applicant was of good character. Stirling County Council
recruited an officer, one of their duties was to select foster parents and undertake
visitations.

Reference is made within archives dated 02/08/1943 to Stirling Burgh noting the
process to recruit foster parents and on 03/02/1954, a leaflet was produced to attract
foster parents.

On 10/3/76 Central Regional Council Fieldwork and general services sub-committee
circulated a paper on recruitment of foster carers. On 25/03/1976, the Social Work
Committee reported on problems recruiting foster carers.

The Boarding-out and Fostering of Children (Scotland) Regulations 1985 introduced

the requirement to establish fostering panels.












































































































































































































































































































