







































































Number of Foster Carers by Year (Past)
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There is nothing in the records held here for any of the local authorities concerned that gives
statistics for the number of foster carers being used at any one time. Similarly there are no
records that give details of how many foster carer placements there were for any of the local
authorities concerned. There is no indication that the service administered by any of the local
authorities concerned had a specific number of foster carer placements or that they operated
the service within clearly defined parameters in this way. Consequently, it is not possible to
make a definitive statement in response to either part of this question.

c) If foster carers were approved/registered by the local authority as providing only
specific types of care — e.g. respite care, short-term foster care, long-term foster
care — please provide details of the categories and the numbers of placements in
each.

See tables below
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Year

2006-2007 | 2007-2008 | 2008-2009 |2009-2010 | 2010-2011 | 2011-2012 | 2013-2014 | 2014-2015 | 2015-2016 | 2018-2017 | 2017-2018 | 2018-2019
<6 weeks i 8 1 9 g 6 10 5 5 2 3 18
kL 2 1 7 11 14 6 10 g 10 4 3 5|
months | |
Smopthez<i 2 12 16 11 11 11 18 10 8 3 9 16
year |
1year-<3 years 24 20 35 33 3 39 37 27 31 “8| 28 25|
Fyamssh 8 12 5 7 7 9 13 13 10 10| 9 8
years |
e A 3 7 B 2 2 8 7 6 8 10| 10 14
years
At least 10 years 3 3 3 3 3 0 o 8| 1 5 3 6
Total 53 83 75 76 76 78 95| 76| 73 52| 65 93|

g) In respect of children who were admitted into the care of the local authority, who
made the decision as to whether they should be placed in foster care?

It is clear when comparing the minutes with statistics where this is possible, that not all
decisions regarding admitting children into care were minuted. Consequently, it is difficult to
answer this question from the records that we hold.

Recommendations with regards to accommodating a child in foster care would be made by
senior social work staff, Looked After and Accommodated Child (LAAC) reviews and Resource
Allocation Groups. Decisions were made via Children’s Hearings, Sheriffs, Police and Justices
of the Peace via Place of Safety warrants and Child Protection Orders. From file reading it is
noted that social workers made recommendation to senior social work staff regarding the need
for a child to be accommodated.

In Stirling Council Children’s Committee fostering service report 27/11/02 it was noted that the
“social worker would identify the need for the child to be accommodated away from home.
Discussion would be taken with senior social work staff; the area manager would convene a
pre admission planning meeting. It was also noted that children could be referred for foster
care by several different routes — the child comes into foster care with consent of the parent/s,
child could be abandoned, or the Children’s Hearing made recommendation for foster care”.

h) If the decision was made by the local authority, what criteria were applied?
The criteria applied is enshrined in national legislation and policy guidance in place at the time.

Relevant legislation and related information prior to 1995 is as below:
Key legislation:

The Children's Act, 1908

The Children and Young Person's Act, 1933

The Children Act, 1948

Children (Boarding Out etc) (Scotland) Rules and Regulations, 1947
The Boarding Out of Children (Scotland) Regulations, 1959
Administration of Children's Homes (Scotland) Regulations, 1959
Social Work (Scotland) Act, 1968

Children (Scotland) Act 1995 & Regulations

Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.

Key Policy:

e Child Protection Guidance and Procedures 1994
¢ Regulations and Guidance for Children (Scotland) Act 1995
¢ National Child Protection Guidance 2010, 2014.
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k) If so, please give details.

Not Applicable
2.3 External Oversight

Past

a) What were the arrangements for external oversight of the local authority’s foster
care services?

The Scottish Commission for the Regulation of Care was responsible for the inspection of the
fostering services from 2002 until 2012 when this was replaced by the Care Inspectorate. In
Scotland fostering services are governed by legislation, regulation, standards and statutory
guidance. To measure compliance with these, fostering services are subject to regulation and
inspection by the Care Inspectorate. The Care Inspectorate is responsible for the registration
of fostering services and sets standards which must be met before registration is granted. It is
illegal to operate a fostering service prior to registration. The Care Inspectorate regulates and
inspects care services in Scotland to make sure that they meet the standards. The 1996
Regulations required local authority to establish Fostering Panels for the registration and
review of all fostering households. This is an independent body who has oversight in respect
of foster carers and the child’s plans.

Fostering Services are part of the wider Children’s Services and have been inspected
accordingly.

Noted from children’s committee report 13/9/01 — the regulation of Care (Scotland) Act was
established as a new independent body to regulate care services in Scotland, including
fostering services. The new Act removes the responsibility of the regulation of care from the
local authorities to the Scottish commission. The report notes issues in respect of transfer of
staff; registration and inspection of care services and regulation of workforce. The report
supports the council's strategic aims of developing quality services and social inclusion.
Evidence to support this response is found in the following:

6" January 1930 registration of foster carers and inspections
Inspection reports — fostering inspection reports and children’s services inspection
reports
¢ Business Panel reports and minutes
Individual foster care records
¢ Individual child records.

b) Who visited the local authority’s foster care services in an official or statutory
capacity and for what purpose?
See response to 2.3 (a)

c) How often did this occur?
Stirling Council has been visited by the Care Inspectorate both on an announced and
unannounced basis - minimum 2 yearly.

d) What did these visits involve in practice?

Individual visits with foster carers; meetings with fostering service team; meeting with fostering
service manager; reading of child's files; reading of foster carer files; reading of all policies
and procedures, observation of training groups; meeting young people, foster groups; meeting
with fostering panel members and observation of panel. Completion of inspection report.
Available via public website: https://www.stirling.gov.uk/social-care-health/adoption-
fostering/fosterina/
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