Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry Questions

West Dunbartonshire

Part A - Background

No. [ Question

[ Answer

1. Characteristics

1.1 History of the Local Authority

11a Over the period from 1930 to date, please provide details of the
predecessor authorities for the local authority area for which the
authority is now responsible, and the time periods during which

these authorities were the responsible authority for the area, or

any part thereof.

Period from 1889 until 1975

Dumbarton County Council was established by the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 1889 taking over powers from the Commissioners of
Supply County Road Trust and other Local Authorities.

Period from 197 1

Dumbarton County Council was abolished in 1975 and Strathclyde
Regional Council operated between 1975 and 1996 under the terms of
the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

Period 1996 to present day

On the abolition of Strathclyde Regional Council parts of the former
County were placed under the administration of the following unitary
authorities — East Dunbartonshire Council, West Dunbartonshire
Council, Argyll and Bute Council, North Lanarkshire Council and
Glasgow City Council.

11b When and how did the local authority become involved in the
provision of foster care for children in Scotland?

West Dunbartonshire Council is a creature of statute and any
involvement in the provision of foster care is from a statutory basis.
The legislation governing the provision in Scotland of foster care
(including residential care) for children authorised or enabled the
organisation to become responsible for the execution of foster care

(including residential care) as follows:-


























































Foster carers are required to undergo a significant amount of training,
with an expected level of training required between each formal review.
Carers are expected to attend yearly reviews and these are
complimented by scrutiny from placing Social Workers as well as their
own linked worker.

All foster carers are now subject to a formal, structured panel where
their ability to continue as foster carers is agreed on a three yearly
basis.

15d If so, what were the changes and when and why did they come | The changes have taken place over a gradual period of time and can
into effect? be linked to, and described in, the introduction of new and developing
legislation, guidance regulations and policies as outlined in 1.1b
15e Were there changes over time in terms of what the local (Please see response for 1.5d).
authority saw as the foster carer’s function, ethos and/or
objective in terms of the service that the foster carer provided to
children placed with him or her?
15f If so, what were the changes and when and why did they come | Changes were in respect of the involvement of children and their
into effect? families in planning for their care, seltting appropriate review
timescales, mandatory and additional training requirements for carers,
evolving views on acceptable discipline standards, changes to the
procedure and forum for making decisions in all aspects of the child's
life (children’s hearing system) and ensuring that we uphold the
individual rights of the child amongst others (development of UN
Convention Rights). All of these required changes are set out in the
previously referred to legislation and regulations at 1.1 b.
Present
15¢g With reference to the present position, are the answers to any | No.

of the above questions different?























































