Child Abuse inquiry — Section 21 response from West Dunbartonshire
Council

Section D

5.8-5.10 & 5.12 - 5.13 (Appendix 1 & 2)

West Dunbartonshire Council (WDC), in response to the Scottish Child Abuse
Inquiry, were asked to consider information pertaining to the operation of our
Fostering Services during the period 1930 to 17th December 2014.

In the summer of 2020, WDC were able to provide the inquiry team with a full
response to our study. Section D of this report reflected identified information that we
were able to reflect back in our report to the cases of abuse that had been alleged
during the timeline asked of us.

This paper provides a synopsis of those findings across the final part of the
document, section 5 (5.8 to 5.13).

Section 5.8 — Known Abusers

The study considered a range of case files across the timelines provided. There
were a number of cases of alleged abuse noted. Some of these were established
from the case study, while others were known to the staff group who were involved in
the perusal of files. It was acknowledged that there was a significant amount of
experienced workers involved in the study, with one worker having worked in the
childcare field for over thirty years. This knowledge enabled the identification of
some cases to be made in the early part of the study.

Details provided in the main report advised on known information about the
allegations that had been made, the specific roles of those being allegedly involved
in abuse (ie Foster Carer, Kinship carer) their specific details including names, dates
of births and addresses were all contained in the return.

WDC reported allegations across a range of concerns (alleged, physical abuse,
neglect, bullying, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and one case where the use of
cannabis in the household had been raised as a concern).

Dates of alleged abuse were notified and details of the investigation processes were
noted, where this was clearly defined. As part of the study it was also acknowledged
what formal statutory checks had been established, including background
information from health, police and referees or where the information pertaining to
checks were unclear or not recorded.

Acknowledgment on how statutory checks were carried out, or not were recorded,
where information was clear from the file being read. For some of the records
studied it was noted that formal checks had been carried out, however for others it









