Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry Questions

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE

Part B — Current Statement

No. | Question | Answer

3 Retrospective Acknowledgement/Admission
3.1 Acknowledgement of Abuse

31a Does the local authority accept that between 1930 and 17 | Prior to 1960 we did not have access to records and as a result
December 2014 any children cared for in foster care were | no information could be accessed. In furtherance of this particular
abused? time period we cannot make a full assessment from a historical

perspective. It is accepted that there may be instances that
historical systems and structures both at local and national level
were not of the standard which is current today. On this basis we
accept that there could be a likelihood of instances where
children experienced abuse or ill-treatment whilst in foster care
and this may have gone unnoticed or unreported.

A detailed response is provided at 5.8 c and d.

Some children in foster care placements made allegations of
abuse. These were a very small minority of cases. Where abuse
was alleged in these cases, this can be attributed largely to foster
carers’ own lack of understanding or abilities, rather than training.

31b If so, what is the local authority’s assessment of the extent | The local authority’s assessment of the extent and scale of abuse
and scale of such abuse? is that as indicated at 3.1a, 5.2a-j. Seven cases were known to
the organisation. These were a minority of cases with specific
individual circumstances. The evidence indicates that there were
few recorded allegations/cases of historical abuse of children in
foster care by West Dunbartonshire Council and its predecessor
authorities. It is accepted that for those small number of children
where abuse was experienced, being in care did not provide the
experience which they deserved.










































































































































































































