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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GED

Support person present; Yes

My name is Sl My name on my birth certificate and medical records is
GED it was changed to [Salll] when my mother took up with another man. My

date of birth is [l 1957. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father was called [l and my mother was called [ There are
eleven children in our family, [l and ! 2am the oldest. The [l children were
B - B B :s 2 year younger than me, Il was
a year younger than |}, Il as three years younger than [l and [N
was a year younger than ||l

The I hikiren vere I I, I I N = N [
was five years younger than me, Il was three years younger than | I GG
was one year younger than [ ]I} I vas three years younger than [

I /=5 one year younger than Il and Il was one year younger than
I As far as | know, the [Jillchildren are all my mother’s children. | have the ages

of the children from my records which were obtained by a psychologist who | saw a

few years ago, Steve Martin.

| don't remember when my mother and father separated. My mother took up with

I B - trying to get rid of us -children and get us out of

the house. All of the [Jlichildren ended up in residential schools. | don’t remember

1



WIT.001.002.2203

about my early life. | don’t think it would be a happy household. The [l children
had a better life than the [ children. The Il children have struggled.

I now know that before | went to Strathmartine Hospital, | went to Burnside Primary
School and Fairmuir School in Dundee. Fairmuir School was a special school for
children with disabilities and troubled children.

From the records | have seen, | was referred to the Health and Welfare Clinic for
treatment and assessment in 1964 and 1967 because | had assaulted a teacher at
Fairmuir.

Strathmartine Hospital, Dundee
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St Ninian’s Approved School, Gartmore

| was in St Ninian's for well over a year, from || 1968 until | 1°971. St
Ninian's was run by the De La Salle Brothers. When you came off the main road, there
was a long driveway. There was a forest on one side and fields on the other. There
was a drive which went round the back of the kitchens. As you came up the drive,
straight ahead, on the left hand side, was the main building and the front door. That
was where you went in. The building was big. St Ninian’s had a chapel.

There was a massive play area. It was steep. There was a football pitch which was
fenced in. When you came into the building from outside, there were steps going down
to a basement. We'd take our muddy boots off there and hang our coats up. The tuck
shop was in the basement.

There was a path which went to the woods. Someone caught moles and the moles
were put on the fences. There was pavement area and a stairway going up to
someplace, | don't know where. | remember that because | was told there were bats
there. There were windows all along the dining room and you could see into the dining

room if you were out playing.
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wasn’t too bad. When everyone else was locked up, | used to go out and sweep the
floors. | wasn’t locked up that often. Another boy was going around saying he had
started the fire. The staff at Polmont and the police knew about that and didn’t do
anything. | was in Polmont for six or nine months.

When | left Poimont, | went back home for a week and then | went back to the streets.
It was the only place | knew where | had a bond with people. | didn’t work because |
didn’t have the education and the experience.

I've done various jobs. | was assaulted in my last job as a security guard so | gave the
job up. | got into college in 2002 and spent quite a few years getting the education that
I'd been wanting for years. | was in college for about six years.

Treatment/Counselling

| have a good doctor. It took me a long time to go for counselling, it's only been in the
last five years. | went through eleven counsellors because the counsellors were always
leaving. | had a bad experience with a counsellor who | think was later sacked. Three
years ago, | saw Steve Martin, a child psychologist working for the National Health
Service. | was only with him for a short time. Another counsellor pushed me too much
for too much information and | just wasn't ready for it. | stopped counselling for a while
and then | decided to go back.

Pat, my counsellor now, is good. | have Pat through Future Pathways. | see Pat once
a week. | wish I'd had Pat years ago. Pat tries to get me to open up about my

experiences i 2t doesn’t push me. She tells me not to talk about what

’ ituti - lished |
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| was diagnosed with anxiety and my current counsellor has diagnosed Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder. | was on medication in the past but | ended up in hospital with bad
side effects. | decided | didn’t want tablets. | don’t take any medication now.
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Fathers would put their kids to bed at night and read them stories. Fathers would play
games with their kids. | don't think | ever did that. Fathers tell their kids that they've
done well at school and how much they love them. | don'’t think | ever did that often
enough. It's only over the last couple of years that I've started to realise that | should
have said more. It's not a nice thing to say, but when someone says to you they love
you and you say it back, you are cringing. That's another thing that | feel guilty about.

I've tried to be close with my wife and children but there was always something there
that just stopped me. | was keeping a guilty secret, that half my brain was going one
way and the other half was going another way. | didn’t want to get close, | think
because of what I'd been through. | thought, if | get too close, it's going to spoil it. I'll
never know if my marriage would have worked out. | definitely think my marriage was
affected by my experiences. If I'd been able to work, my wife and | would have been
able to have a good house. | might have been able to drive and we would have had a
car and gone on holidays. | didn’t want to do things because | was more comfortable
staying where | was, at home.

Over the last two or three years, my son and daughter have offered to take me places
and | tell them that | don’t want to leave the house. | could sit in the house for three or
four days and not go out. | can sit in the house with no food in the cupboards and eat
bread and biscuits for days. | have to thank my daughter, - When she got older
and had my grand-children, she took me on holiday. My daughter takes me shopping.
My son gives me his dog to look after because he knows that then, | have to go out
with the dog.

| can stand and clean the kitchen for two or three hours because I've got it my head
that the kitchen is dirty. By the time I'm finished, I'm exhausted. | wouldn’t eat. Some

days, that's just the way it is.
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One time
| threw my daughter out of the house with my grandson. | lost my temper and | couldn’t
do it any longer. It's haunted me for years. I've never said sorry but I've tried to make

it up to my daughter.
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years. We need to know that we did nothing wrong. We need to know that our children
will be safe in the future.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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