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Support person present: No

My name is . During part of my time | was in care | was known as
e That's was what | was known as up until my time in St Joseph’s. It

was around that time that my mum remarried and that is when | started to be known

as e vy date of birth is| Il 1972. My contact details are known to

the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father's name is| | |} ]Il My mum'’s name is _ She
remarried later on and became known as|| |} | I Vv stepfather's name
was|ll | have four brothers and two sisters. My big sister's name is|ll} My
brothers are called || G| IN andjfij My mum went on to have another two

children by the names of [Jllll andE =< never ended up in care.

My mum went through a hard time. She was abused a lot by my real father. He was
nothing but a drunk. My mum had to try and bring five children up whilst he was out
gallivanting. My stepfather came into our lives when | was at a very young age. |
would have been at primary school but | can’t remember exactly what age | was. My
mum was beaten up a lot by my stepfather too. The police were around a lot
because my stepfather would beat her up and smash the house up.

| ended up in care after going to a children’s hearings. It was around about the time
that our stepfather came into our lives that we started getting put in homes. It was
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one of the panels that sent me to St Helen’s. | don’t know why | was sent there but it
could have been because | was getting into trouble or something. | can’t remember
why | ended up there the two times | went.

St Helen’s, Roseburn, Edinburgh
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Life after leaving St Helen’s hefore going to St Joseph’s

| was in foster homes after | went to St Helens. | can’t remember why | was in those
but it was the same as before with panels putting me there. | was also at one point
in a home called Clerwood which was based in Costorphine in Edinburgh. | can't
remember anything happening in Clerwood and don’t want to speak about that home
in this statement. After primary school | never went to a secondary school. | went to
a special school called Canonmills instead. | went to there right up until | went to St
Joseph's.

| can't remember what happened in the lead up to me going to St Joseph'’s. | got
into trouble and was attending children’s hearings. | really can't remember exactly
what happened. It would have been a panel that put me into St Joseph’s but | can’t
remember why they put me there.
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There were two brothers, in the sense they were siblings who did the mechanics.
They were basically handymen. | think their surname was GiSMIfi} One of those
brothers was alright. He looked out for me. As far as | remember he was a nice guy.
| don’t remember the other brother much because | didn't really speak to him.

There was a matron who lived in Benelders. She stayed at the top. | don't
remember her name. She had a boyfriend who was also a staff member. He stayed
with her in her part of the building. | can’'t remember his name. He had a beard and
was a different person to the person who was in charge of Benelders.

There was a woman who cooked the meals. She was the only person in there who
was really alright. | don’t remember her name. She was just a nice lady.

Routine at St Joseph'’s

| am sure the Inquiry has the routine from other people they have spoken to so it is
not something | really want to go into in this statement. | remember my first day at St
Joseph's. | was shown about. | think | was shown around Benelders that day. That
was the part of St Joseph'’s that was the furthest away from the entrance.

We used to go to classes during the day. If we didn’t go to classes we would do
things like joinery. There was a hall that we used to go to at the start of the day
where they told you what you were doing or what classes you would be going to.
That was an assembly. | think we were told at the top of the gym. There were pool
tables in that part of St Josephs.

| used to go home for weekends sometimes. That was taken away a lot from me as
a punishment. | remember weekend leave home being taken off of me when | tried
to report things. They never made any effort to speak to me either in a one to one or
at any time. | never saw any of that crap. All | experienced was bullying and hurt.
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Staff member who taught joinery

The man who taught joinery was a horrible violent bastard. For some strange
reason he used to bully me all of the time. | don’t know why he did that. He used to
punch me and other children. He would kick the shit out of us. | remember him
punching me in the head. He gave me full force slaps. | don’t think | would have
been the only one he bullied. He must have done the same sorts of things to other
boys there.

| remember that he once took us out somewhere. It was either a visit or we were out
camping. | can’'t remember where it was but there was a big park there. They had a
zip line. Just as a joke | climbed into the front of the van and pressed a button that
stopped the engine from starting. What a doing | got for doing that. He gave me full
punches in the van.

| remember that one of the SN brothers who was one of the handymen
looked out for me. He was aware that the man who taught joinery was out to get me.

For some reason he looked out for me because of that.
Staff member who was also the matron to Benelder’s boyfriend

The matron’s boyfriend was just a horrible bastard. He was a bully. He physically
assaulted me all of the time. | can’t remember specific things he did when he
physically assaulted me or where that happened in St Joseph's. All | remember is
him doing that all of the time.

| remember an occasion when | ran away. | was caught by the police and they took
me back to their police station in Wester Hailes. The matron’s boyfriend tried to

assault me in front of the police at Wester Hailes police station when he came to get
me. | think he called me “a scumbag” then grabbed me and put me into a headlock.
| remember that the police officers were alright. They said to the matron’s boyfriend
“he’s only a wee laddie” when they saw what he was doing and asked me whether |
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These places affect the way you think when you get older in a big way. It makes you
more depressed, sad, suspicious and alert. It's broken me and fucked my life right
up. The only thing | have got going in my life is | am fit and nothing else. I've grown

up in life to believe that | was always on my own. | shouldn’t believe that.

Treatment and support

The only people who have ever really helped me are my mum, my stepfather, my
brothers and my sister. The system is a joke when trying to get support. You don'’t
get any help in prison. Whenever | have tried to get help they just sit and laugh at
me. For some reason none of the establishments | have been in have ever helped
me. | don't know why that has been. You hear of all these courses that are
supposed to reform prisoners. | have never once been allowed to go on any one of
these courses. | have never had help from anybody. | have been denied help in the
past and continue to be denied help to this day. People like me don’t ever get help.

Reporting of abuse after leaving care

It felt like | was hitting my head against a brick wall when trying to report what

happened in my childhood. It was just the same during my adult years.
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As usual nothing happened.

| tried to report what Brother Benedict did to a sheriff called Sheriff Crowe in 2014.
He asked me why | was in and out of trouble because he couldn’t understand it. |
ended up telling him what had happened. He then spoke to me to say that he saw it
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especially my mum, can find out why | have turned out the way | have turned out. |
want people to know why | have become the person | have. People don't just turn
out the way that they turn out. What happened in my teenage years had a bad effect
and made me do what happened in my adult years. | would never have done what |
went on to do if | hadn’t experienced what | did in those homes. | want people to see
the things | experienced, and what happened afterwards, so that younger

generations can learn about these things.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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