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9 

10 

11 

12 

a bit more confidence , owing to what happened in 

St Ninian ' s , which was then going back a few years, what 

I ' ve learnt there from St Ninian's is just get on , do 

it , whatever you ' re going to do and that ' s i t . 

Try and get in - - because they had work groups 

within St Mary ' s , and I ended up working in 

' s group , what we used to call - - his 

nickname was •~ • and that's - - we were called 

•- • s gang ', because we used to get away with a bit 

more than what normal boys would get in other gangs or 

whatever there were , units , for gardening to joinery to 

bakery and things like that . 

13 Q . Were there about three or four boys attached to Mr ~ 

14 A . Four -- usually about four. 

15 Q . I' ll come back to him shortly . 

16 

17 

1 8 

Just looking at some of the other persons you 

mention . At 67 you thought the headmaster ' s name might 

have been Turner ; is t hat correct? 

19 A . I'm sure it was Turner . 

20 Q . You describe him as a really nice guy , he was very 

21 pleasant . 

22 A . He was . 

23 Q . Mr - who you had some dealings with --

24 A . Issues with . 

25 Q . -- he was 
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1 A. He certainly was . 

2 Q. By this time , can we say that it really is the civilian 

3 staff that are managing the establishment? 

4 A. Yes . 

5 Q. You tell us -- whe~ you are looking at the routine 

6 

7 

there was no classroom work , it was more technical type 

of work . 

8 A. Yeah , but there was a classroom or classrooms at 

9 

10 

11 

St Mary ' s , and I never had much to do with them because 

I wasn ' t in any of the classrooms , but I believe that 

there was a few classrooms there . 

12 Q. You weren ' t invol ved in that? 

13 A. No . 

14 Q. You go on to tell ~s that your mother did come to visit 

15 

16 

you, but that you ~ever saw a social worker or 

a probation officer when you were there . 

17 A. That ' s correct . 

18 Q . If there was a board of managers involved, d id you see 

19 any of the managers? 

20 A. Well , they all looked the same . Everybody in suits or 

21 whatever it is that they wore . 

22 Q . Did you see people with suits coming to look at the 

23 place? 

24 A . Not that I can remember . 

25 Q. In relation to discipline , I think you tell us in your 
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1 

2 

statement that discipline was maintained by the use of 

the cane . 

3 A . Yeah . 

4 Q . Who used the cane? 

5 A . There was two teachers , and I can ' t remember -- one of 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

them was the joinery teacher . I can ' t remember his 

name . He used a -- obviously he had a cane and he would 

use that . When we were lining up , just to get the guys 

in order, this is like forming up in the British Army , 

he would stand there, like , you know, " Form up", and he 

would start using the cane then , and depending on the 

weather as well , because he didn't l ike going outside . 

So , again , for quickness he would start using the cane . 

14 Q . What about Mr _ , who you have mentioned already , 

15 

16 

was he somebody who would use the cane? 

I ' m not suggesting he caned you , but 

17 A . No , he didn ' t cane me . Mr - he was 

18 1111111· He had ginger hair and I -- I says to myself 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

well , you know , going there to St Mary ' s , I made it 

my -- my mindset was to not play them at their own game, 

but not to be trodden upon by because I thought, 

going to St Mary ' s , I thought it was going to be another 

place like the Brothers ' place , and it wasn ' t . It was 

a comp l ete l y different set- up and everything . 

So as I said , I was a bit wiser , so I was trying to 
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1 

2 

3 

take advantage . It didn ' t always work , if you 

understand what I ' m saying . My thinking and their 

thinking were two different things . 

4 Q . You do tell us about an incident when you took a swig of 

5 the priest ' s wine . 

6 A . The wine , the church wine . 

7 Q. And you had some involvement with Mr ~ . 

8 A . 

9 Q . What happened there? 

10 A . He dragged me from where the chapel was , within the main 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

building , and he dragged me along the corridor , threw 

his door open and threw me in , slapped me about and 

pinned me up against the wall by my throat . And 

I thought I got on all right with Mr _ , until he 

did that. I then -- because I used to wash his car on 

a Sunday , just to get out of a lot of the other arduous 

duties , you know . It was easier just to wash his car , 

so I would make it last for the amount of time t hat they 

would be doing -- or how could you put it 

conservatory(?) , you know, just general stuff that 

needed to be done around the school , like throwing 

a bumper about on the floor . You would be there for 

hours doing that, but 

24 Q. So washing the car was a very viable alternative? 

25 A . It certainly was for me . 
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1 Q. But in relation to the occasion when he put you into his 

2 

3 

room and I think he slapped you about , where did he slap 

you? 

4 A . On the face . 

5 Q. Did he ask you why you took the wine? 

6 A . I just told him I was thirsty , I think . 

7 Q. Was that seen as a sarcastic remark? 

8 A . Probably, it probably was , because , I mean - - although, 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

in saying that , I was I can laugh -- I can laugh at 

it now -- I was an altar boy at St Mary ' s . I was also 

an altar boy in St Ni nian ' s . The reason why I did that 

was to make my life a bit easier . I know I was 

a Catholic boy , but I wasn't to the extent that I was 

a staunch Cathol i c or anything like that . I took that 

to my advantage and it made my life a bit easier within 

that -- these parameters that were set before you . So 

I 'm saying to myself , ' If I do that , I 'm not doing that . 

I'm getting away with that , because I ' m doing that ', if 

you understand what I 'm saying . 

It ' s got -- it ' s a roundabout way . 

21 Q. That makes sense to me , I have to say . 

22 

23 

You talk about boys being struck on the legs with 

a cane . By this time , were the boys in long trousers? 

24 A. Yes . Some of them were , some of them weren ' t . Some of 

25 them chose , depending on weather conditions or depending 
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1 

2 

3 

on what group you were in . Whereas if you were in 

engineering and woodworking or anything like that , it 

was always -- they actually had like boilersuits . 

4 Q . At paragraph 94 , you say : 

5 

6 

7 

8 

' You did see kids getting beaten with sticks and 

being battered over the head .' 

You talk about one young lad being punched in the 

stomach because he had run away . 

9 A. Yeah . 

10 Q. I just want to ask you , who was involved in that , these 

11 actions? 

12 A. That ... that wasn ' t - no . It escapes me at 

13 the moment . I don't think --

14 Q. So far as the boy who ran away was concerned , you do say 

15 

16 

that Mr - was there , but you couldn ' t see the 

other person . Is that --

17 A. No . Some of the lads would just disappear during the 

18 

19 

night . You get up in the morning and you go to rol l 

call , if you want to call it that , or house checks, and 

20 somebody is missing, or two guys are missing . 

21 Q. I want to go back then to Mr - and one particular 

22 

23 

24 

experience you had with him. You start telling us about 

that at paragraph 95 , when you were aged 14 , I think you 

tel l us . 

25 A. Yeah . 
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1 Q. What you say is that you had been in the storeroom and 

2 you were there with him on your own . 

3 A . Yeah . 

4 Q . What happened? 

5 A . It used to be maybe two of the lads would be sent in 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

there to sort the stores out , shelving , everything like 

that , make sure that everything was in order , and 

come in and told the other lad to go over to 

the main building for some reason , and I don ' t know what 

the reason was or what for . And he , if I remember 

right , asked me if I wanted new dungarees , things like 

that , because in ' s group that ' s what we 

would wear , painting and decorating dungarees , you had 

engineering dungarees . So it wasn ' t like jeans or 

anything like that . 

He says , ' Here try these on ', and I remember 

stripping off to try these on , and that ' s when he 

came over to me and started stroking my back and my 

bottom and everything like that . 

he 

From what I remember -- I ' m sorry . Before I knew 

it , I was on my knees behind the counter and he took his 

penis out and stuck it in my mouth , and he threatened me 

and turned round and said , ' You say a single word about 

this and I ' ll have you ', or along those l ines . 

25 Q. Did you ever tell anybody about it? 
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1 A . No , I did not . As I said , I was just too ashamed . 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

When you ' re in a boys' school like that , you find it 

difficult to speak to other boys , even other boys , 

because then you would be ridiculed and you woul d be 

subject to abuse from the boys themselves . So it ' s just 

a case of: ' Shut up , do as I say' . 

was quite a heavyset guy . Quite 

powerful within t h e school . I believe he had a house on 

the grounds of the school that was built purposefully 

for him and he stayed with his mum. 

11 Q . Let ' s take you on then , ' Derek' , to when you come to 

12 

13 

leave St Mary's , and t hat was after your 15th birthday . 

That would take us into about 1969 . 

14 A . Yeah . 

15 Q . I think you say you essentially went back to your 

16 mother's. 

17 A . Yes . 

18 Q . Looking at that section where you deal with life after 

19 

20 

21 

care , you tell us about what employment you had , that 

you got married in 1973 and that you joined the army; is 

that right? 

22 A . Yeah . 

23 Q . Did you spend quite some time in the army? 

24 A . 35 years . Ta lk about being institutionalised . 

25 Q . We have looked at the section already , or you have told 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

us about the section already, under the heading 

' Reporting of abuse ', how you didn ' t tell your wife for 

40 years what had r.appened to you , and you ' ve told us 

about that . 

What I want to ask you now is what you say on 

page 23 , under the heading ' Impact '. 

You begin by telling us , at 106 : 

' Every time I see abuse being discussed on the 

television , it bri~gs everything back . Just when you 

are trying to crack on with life , there is something 

else covered.' 

I s that what happens to you? 

13 A . Yeah , and it still happens to me . I feel and I hope 

14 

15 

16 

17 

that I can draw a final line under it -- because I felt 

I needed to come here , tell my story, and I can have 

closure . My wife wouldn ' t understand closure now, 

because she ' s got vascular dementia . 

18 Q . If I can take you towards the end of your statement , 

19 

20 

21 

22 

' Derek ', at 115, tr.at ' s really what you say : 

' I think providing evidence to the Inquiry has 

helped me get some sort of closure . It might help my 

brother too .' 

23 A . Yes, because my brother was abused in St Joseph ' s 

24 

25 

school . I told him about the Child Abuse Inquiry and he 

did get in touch with them and they sent him paperwork 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

and everything , but shortly after that my brother died . 

So my sister- in- law now , she is in Shetland, she is 7 4 

now, and I kept her posted as to what was happened with 

reference to myself, and I told her -- my brother - ­

there was a representative that had went up to Shetland 

to interview my brother , like - had interviewed me 

and wrote my statement and everything down , a nd 

I believed that t hat was all done and d usted . The y sent 

the paperwork , but my sister- in- law just does n ' t know 

what to do or who to go to or where to fill -- help fill 

these forms out . 

I spoke to her - weeks ago , because i t was -­

I think it was her birthday actually and I gave her 

a phone and things l i ke that , and she phoned me back to 

tel l me one of my friends in Shetland had died , and 

I sai d thanks , and I asked her again, ' Have you been to 

a solicitor in Lerwick to see about getting some help , 

and just take the forms to a sol ici tor . They s hould 

know what to do , because it 's self-explanatory .' Like 

what I did . I cho~e a solicitor to do my side of it , 

a nd everything just went from there . 

My brother was abused in St Mary 's , a nd h e was 

abused by one of tte same Brothers that was at 

St Ninian ' s , Brother Benedict . 

25 MR MACAULAY : Very well , ' Derek ' , I think you want to make 
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1 another statement . 

2 A . I do have , ma'am, I hope you don ' t mind . 

3 LADY SMITH : Not at all , please , when you are ready , 

4 ' Derek ', I would very much like to hear it . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(Pause) 

A . There was a and when I 

seen it, I -- everything just come back . Every horrible 

detail come back . 

So I started to write on this and it started off 

just by me saying , ' Please , read my story ', and I went 

into the whole story. It only takes less than 

a minute/a minute and 15 seconds to read it out . 

I don ' t mention any names , anything like that 

whatsoever , and I ' m very courteous on it and I think 

I' m being pretty generous with it , but I felt that 

reading that would have actually -- would giv~ me 

a final closure . 

It ' s called, ' Read my story in full , please ': 

' This picture brings back a whole lot of hurt and 

bad memories , and might give you a little insight into 

my years as a child . I was about eight/nine years of 

age when I was sent there for skipping school . 

' A lis t of things that happened to me ... ' 

(Pause) 

' I was about eight/nine years of age when I got sent 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

there for skipping school . 

' List of t h ings that happened to me : 

' (1) beaten with sticks and a whole host of other 

i mplements . 

' (2) My teeth wer e removed with out gas , j abs , all my 

teeth were in good condition at the time . 

' (3) I was sexual ly abused on multipl e occas i ons 

through my t ime t h e r e . The details I will not go into 

(Pause) 

' ... sexual abuse on multiple occasi ons i n my t i me 

there . The details I will not go i nto right now as i t 

brings back horrible memories to just let you know . 

I never told my wife . I kept this to myself for 

40 years of our marri age , only because I was too 

embarrassed to say anything . This episode of my life , 

i t still hurts me and it still haunts me . 

' ( 4 ) we were deprived of food sometimes . Al so we 

were forced to eat food off the floor . We were deprived 

sleep . One time I was made to stand in the dark hours 

for brushing my teeth properly as my gums were sore 

after being to the butcher dentist . I was so frightened 

in the darkness as a child . I ' ll leave that one for 

your i magi nation . 

' As I was i n the corner I was crying , sobbing . 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

I was being hit with a stick and told to shut up . I t 

was one of the most scariest nights of my life . 

' Some people wr.o might read this right now, this is 

the time in my life that still haunts me now . I t never 

leaves me . It ' s like a stain on my soul . 

' Let me apologise to anyone reading this story of my 

l ife as this is just a very small part of t he 

two- a nd - a - half bit years of my life at St Ninian's 

School for Boys back in the 1960s . 

' I can only apologise for the contents of this 

story.' 

MR MACAULAY : ' Derek ', thank you very much indeed for 

sharing that with ~s . I can see it ' s been an e motional 

thing for you to do . Thank you for doing t hat and thank 

you for coming to give evidence . 

My Lady, I ' ve not received any questions to put to 

' Derek '. 

18 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

19 

20 

21 

' Derek ', let me add my thanks to those you have just 

heard from Mr MacA~lay . As I said at the outset , 

I realised what we were asking you to do was difficult . 

22 A. It ' s over and done with now , ma ' am . 

23 LADY SMITH : I just want to say this : in the last few 

24 

25 

moments you have talked about explaining you not telling 

your wife for 40 years because you were too embarrassed , 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

and also that you apologise for the contents of this 

story . 

It ' s not you or anybody in your position who should 

be embarrassed , or you or anybody in your position who 

should feel the need to apologise . 

6 A . I had 301 messages with that . 

7 LADY SMITH : Good . 

8 A . Of support . 

9 LADY SMITH : I have heard - - if it is of any comfort --

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

people in your position saying the same thing again and 

again . The shame -- if ' shame ' is the right word -- is 

not the shame of somebody who is abused . It shouldn ' t 

be . And they should not be embarrassed , and nor should 

they feel the need to apologise . It ' s other people , the 

perpetrators of abuse , who should feel ashamed and feel 

the need, the urge~t need , to apologise . 

Thank you for being strong enough to get through 

your evidence today . 

19 A . Thank you , ma'am . 

20 LADY SMITH : No doubt you ' re exhausted , and I ' m glad early 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

in the afternoon to be able to say to you : please feel 

free now to go , take time to get yourself together again 

if you want to do that , but you go with my thanks for 

what you have added to all the valuable evidence that 

I am hearing here . 
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1 A. Thank you . 

2 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

3 (The witness withdrew) 

4 LADY SMITH : I ' ll take a five - minute break while we get 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

organised for the next witness . 

Meanwhile , names again , just about all of whom you 

have heard before , but let me repeat : the identities of 

, __ , -
are protected, _ otherwise known as 

his identity is protected, as are Mr Turner ' s and 

Mr ~ ' s . They ' re not to be identified outside 

12 this room . 

13 Thank you . 

14 (2 . 31 pm) 

15 (A short break) 

16 (2 . 35 pm) 

17 MS MACLEOD : My Lady, the next witness is an applicant who 

18 will give evidence using the name ' Jimmy ' . 

19 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

' Jimmy ' (sworn) 

LADY SMITH : ' Jimmy ' , a couple of things before we begin 

your evidence . 

First of all , that red folder has your statement in 

it . Feel free to use that copy of your statement if you 

find it helpful . We ' ll also put parts of your statement 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

up on the screen a~d you ' ll be able to look at it there 

as well , if you wa~t . If you want , you don ' t have to , 

but if they ' re useful they ' re there for you . 

We may or may ~ot put up the odd photograph as well , 

but Ms MacLeod will check with you as and when we get to 

that stage . 

Otherwise, ' Jimmy ', help me to do anything I can 

that would ease the burden of giving evidence and make 

it as comfortable for you as I can . I say that knowing 

that what we ' re going to ask you about isn ' t easy 

subject matter and you may find it upsetting at times . 

I get that . I do understand how difficult it is --

13 A . Excuse me just a second , please . I have forgotten my 

14 

15 

glasses in the back room . They're in my jacket . 

They ' re just in the pocket inside . 

16 LADY SMITH : I am sure they can be collected for you , well 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

remembered . 

I just want to try and make this comfortable , if 

I can , because I k~ow it ' s not easy and this is 

difficult subject matter . You let me know if , for 

example , you want a break at any time . I'll take 

a break in any eve~t in about 40 minutes to an hour from 

now, but it ' s okay if you want a break before then . Or 

if you have any questions , speak up , we ' re here to 

explain anything t~at you are puzzled about , or if the 
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1 

2 

3 

way we ask the questions doesn ' t make sense to you , 

that ' s our fault , ~ot yours if it doesn ' t , so you tell 

us . 

4 A . Absol utely . 

5 LADY SMITH : There ' s your glasses . Those are your glasses , 

6 are they? 

7 A . They are . 

8 LADY SMITH : Good . 

9 

10 

If you ' re ready , ' Jimmy ', I ' ll hand over to 

Ms MacLeod and she ' ll take it from there . Is that okay? 

11 A . All right , thank you . 

12 LADY SMITH : Very well . 

Ms MacLeod . 13 

14 Questions from Ms MacLeod 

15 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

16 Good afternoon , ' Jimmy ' . 

17 A . Good afternoon . 

18 Q . I don ' t need your full date of birth but , for 

19 

20 

a timeframe, could you confirm that you were born in 

1954? 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q . Are you 69? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q . You ' ve provided a statement to the Inquiry and I ' m just 

25 going to give the reference of that for the transcript, 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

WIT- 1 - 000000984 . 

' Jimmy ', the copy of the statement in the red folder 

in front of you, could you possibly turn to the final 

page and confirm for me if you have signed that 

statement? 

6 A . Yes , I have . 

7 Q. I n the final paragraph, do you say: 

8 

9 

10 

11 

' I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true .' 

12 A. Yes , absolutely, yes . 

13 Q. To begin with , I would like to take you back to ask you 

14 

15 

16 

a little about your life before you went into care . 

I think you tell us that you were brought up in 

Dundee . 

17 A. Yes . 

18 Q . Did your father become unwell? 

19 A . Yes . 

20 Q. I think you tell us that your mother started drinking . 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q . You mentioned that before that , your mother had been 

23 brilliant . 

24 A . Yeah , yeah . She just changed for some reason . I don ' t 

25 know why . 
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1 Q. And that you had had very happy family times before 

2 that . 

3 A . Oh , yes . 

4 Q. After that , did things change? 

5 A . Yes . 

6 Q. Did you and your siblings have to fend for yourselves? 

7 A . Basical ly , yes . 

8 Q. I think you tell u s that you have f i ve siblings , there 

9 were six children . 

10 A . Yes . 

11 Q . You say that the family was poor . 

12 A . Yes . 

13 Q. Did there come a time when you and your brother started 

14 stealing in order to provide food for the family? 

15 A . Yes . 

16 Q. Can you tel l me a little about that? 

17 A . Well , basically it would start off with maybe just bikes 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

out of garden sheds and stuff li ke that that we coul d 

sell on, but eventLally we were going into town a nd 

stealing purses out of people's baskets and stuff like 

that , and basically started doing that , which was a lot 

more dangerous and a shame for the people that we stole 

off as well , because they could be as poor as me . 

24 Q. You say that you would buy soup and bread and t hings 

25 like that for the family . 
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1 A . I t was always spent on food . It wasn ' t for buyi ng stuff 

2 for ourselves . That wasn ' t the use for it . 

3 Q. Was it as a result of stealing purses and that kind of 

4 thing that you were caught? 

5 A . Yes . 

6 Q. Did the police become involved? 

7 A . Yes . 

8 Q. Did you go to court? 

9 A . Yes , but we were put in a remand home first , but we must 

10 

11 

12 

have went to court first to be put to the remand home . 

I don ' t remember t~e actual procedure , how that 

happened, but we got sent to the remand h ome first . 

13 Q. Do you remember how old you were? 

14 A . 11. 

15 Q. What about your brother? 

16 A. Wel l , he ' s a year older than me , so he would be 12 , yes . 

17 Q . That ' s indeed what you say in your statement , that you 

18 were in the juvenile court in Dundee in 1965 . 

19 A . Yeah , that ' s right . I am sorry, we went to the court 

20 

21 

22 

first and then we were sentenced to the Approved School , 

one to three years , and then we went to the remand home 

to wait to be sent there . 

23 Q. Do you have any recollection of the court itself , for 

24 

25 

example , t he process there? Were you asked any 

questions? 

122 



1 A. I can ' t remember tte actual -- the way the court hearing 

2 

3 

4 

5 

went . I just remember being overwhelmed with , you know, 

the size and the regalia and everything about it . It 

meant to me , an 11 - year- old , that I ' ve done wrong and 

this is the place that I ' m in because of that . 

6 Q. You say you were sentenced to between one to three years 

7 in an Approved School . 

8 A . I think that was tte usual sentence for anybody that was 

9 

10 

getting sent to Approved School . You had to do at least 

one year and depending on your behaviour . 

11 Q. How did you feel about that at the time , going to 

12 an Approved School? 

13 A. I just thought it was the thing to do at that time . If 

14 

15 

16 

you were a bad boy , you got sent to the bad boys ' home . 

We knew that when we went stealing but we just couldn ' t 

help it . The family had to eat . As simple as that . 

17 Q. You say that you were taken to St Ninian ' s in Gartmore . 

18 A. Yeah . 

19 Q. Was your brother taken to St Joseph ' s in Tranent? 

20 A. Yes . 

21 Q . If we can look at your time in St Ninian ' s then , 

' Jimmy ' . 22 

23 You were 11 when you were taken to St Ninian ' s? 

24 A. Yes . 

25 Q. Do you remember the journey to St Ninian ' s , who took you 
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1 there? 

2 A. No , I don ' t remember t he journey . I ' m trying to think 

3 how we got there . 

4 Q. Do you recall seei~g t he building for t he first time? 

5 A. The Approved School? 

6 Q . Yes . 

7 A. Oh , yes , yes . 

8 Q. What is your memory of that? 

9 A. The grandeur and tte scariness of it , because I ' ve never 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

seen a big building like this and it was up on the hill , 

and it had lots of grounds round it . It just seemed : am 

I ever going to get back from here? I j ust felt as if 

I would be in there for -- without anybody helping me to 

get out sort of thing . 

15 Q. Would it be okay if I put a photograph of t he building 

16 on the screen? 

17 A. Yes . 

18 Q . Can we please look at DLS . 001 . 001 . 0151? 

19 A. Yes , that is St Ni~ian ' s , yes . 

20 Q. Is the main buildi~g the building to the front of the 

21 photograph? 

22 A. Yes . 

23 Q. At the bottom of tte photograph? 

24 A. Yeah . 

25 Q. When you were there , were some of the buildings at the 

1 24 



1 back 

2 A. When was this photo taken? Because it looks -- there 

3 

4 

looks more at the back there than there was when I was 

there . 

5 Q. There are more buildings a t the back there , are there , 

6 than when you were there? 

7 A. I would say so , yeah . 

8 Q. If we concentrate on t he main building of St Ninian ' s , 

9 

10 

11 

the one in the bottom hal f of the photograph, is that 

St Ninian ' s , the building, pretty much as you remember 

it? 

12 A. Yeah , it certainly looks like it , yeah . I remember you 

13 came up to the main drive . 

14 Q. Do you remember who the first person you met was when 

15 you arrived at St Ninian ' s? 

16 A. No , I don ' t . I ' m sorry . 

17 Q. Who was in charge of St Ninian's? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A. Brother - was , but he was very 

seldom seen, and if you were to get punished , you were 

never taken in front of him . It was done singularly 

from whoever Brother was there . 

22 Q . We ' ll come to look at punishments in a few moments . 

23 

24 

25 

You mention Brother - · What was your 

impression at the time of -- was there a particular 

organisation or who ran St Ninian ' s? 
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1 A. It didn ' t look like there was anybody t hat actually ran 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

it, because two of the Brothers , particularly, were very 

violent and so they didn ' t -- they maybe run on the side 

sort of th ing , you know , but Brother - was 

supposed to be But , as I say , 

I can ' t remember . I can ' t remember him speaking to any 

7 of the boys for any wrongdoing or speaking to any of the 

8 Brothers that they were too heavy- handed , so I think he 

9 was just- by name . 

10 LADY SMITH : Are you telling me that officially he seemed to 

11 

12 

13 

be of everybody else working there, 

but it was the everybody else that was doing the work? 

A. Sorry , no , he wasn't even of any work 

14 party or anything, he was seen wandering the grounds now 

15 and again , but I don ' t think I ever spoke to him . 

16 LADY SMITH: What made you think he was -

17 A. Just the other Brothers and the boys knew it . They said 

1 8 

19 

that Brother Wit was - . I know certainly 

none of the other Brothers were . 

20 LADY SMITH : Okay , thank you . 

21 MS MACLEOD : How many boys roughly were at St Ninian ' s when 

22 you were there? 

23 A. Well , there were four houses , De La Salle , Andrew ' s , 

24 

25 

I think it was George -- anyway, there was about 25 in 

each house , so 100/120 people. 
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1 Q. You were 11 . What was the age range of the boys? 

2 A. Up to 15 , 11 to 15 . 

3 Q . You have mentioned Brother - · Can you remember 

4 the names of any of the other Brothers who were there? 

5 A. Yes , there was Brother _ , Brother 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Brother _ , Brother - Brother Anthony , 

Brother _ , who was , Brother 

there was a French Brother, Brother _ , that came on 

l ater in my time , but I never knew much of him . 

There has got to be other Brothers . 

Brother - as well . 

12 Q. I f we just look at some of these Brothers and see if you 

13 

14 

15 

can remember what their role was . If not , that ' s 

absolutely fine . 

Brother _ , what was his role? 

16 A. He was the teacher in senior A, he was my teacher . 

17 Q . Brother- ? 

18 A. I can ' t remember if he was actually in one of the 

19 

20 

21 

classes . I don ' t think so . He was sort of his role 

was maybe taking the boys out or watching them at play 

and mealtimes , stuff like that . 

22 Q . Brother - ? 

23 A. I think he was the teacher in inter B, but he also done 

24 

25 

what Brother - done , you know, showers and a ll 

that stuff . There 24 hours anyway . 
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1 Q. They were what , sorry? 

2 A. I'm saying all the Brothers were there 24 hours , so they 

3 would take things on at night as well . 

4 Q . Okay . Brother - ? 

5 A. He was a teacher in senior B, and again he probably 

6 

7 

would be watching the kids at recreation or whatever . 

They a l l done that . They all took turns . 

8 Q . Brother liflll? 

9 

10 

11 

A . , I think was inter A. I can ' t be certain 

about that , but I think he was . I think he was 

a teacher in inter A, which is just up from the juniors. 

12 Q . You mentioned Brother - as well. 

13 A . He just came quite shortly before I left , so I never 

14 

15 

16 

seen him actually doing anything apart from walking 

about the grounds and maybe recreation . I think he was 

just on a loan period or a transfer period . 

17 Q. You have mentioned the Brothers being there 24/7 . Were 

18 

19 

the Brothers invo l ved in things , for example , like 

making sure the boys went to bed at night? 

20 A. Oh , yeah. There were Brothers there all night . There 

21 was a l ways a Brother coming in and out of the dormitory . 

22 Q . During the night? 

23 A. Oh , yes . 

24 Q. What about the morning , getting boys up and ready in the 

25 morning , were the Brothers involved in supervising that 
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1 kind of thing? 

2 A. Yeah , there were no civilians at all apart from one , 

3 

4 Q . What was his role? 

5 A. He was -- he owned ponies and he was basically the pony 

6 but he also was a teacher in the juniors . 

7 Q. You mention in your statement that there were two 

8 

9 

Brothers who stuck out for you as being both cruel and 

violent Brothers . 

10 A. Yes . 

11 Q. Can you tell me who those Brothers were? 

12 A. Brother - and Brother - . 

13 Q. Indeed , you say they were responsible for most of the 

14 beatings that you remember. 

15 A. Yes . 

16 Q . If we l ook at Brother - first of all , can you 

17 

18 

tell me a little about him and what leads you to the 

description of him as cruel and violent? 

19 A. Well , he was just a very violent man and the school was 

20 supposed to be about recreation -- no , sorry , not 

21 recreation , but rehabilitation and, you know, but it was 

22 just domination and subjugation . All they done was --

23 - was ideal for that , so if anybody spoke out of 

24 turn in a simple setting, even just coming out for the 

25 football or something, he would immediately lash into 
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1 

2 

them physically and make sure that it just wasn ' t done . 

That was regularly al l the time . 

3 Q. When you say 'lash into them physically ', what were the 

4 sort of th ings that he did? 

5 A . He didn't kick or physically punch you or anything , it 

6 

7 

was just like put you down completely until you were -­

you couldn ' t move and 

8 Q. You are raising your hand there , ' Jimmy ' . Can you 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

A. 

Q . 

d escribe 

Well , he 

felt the 

you . 

With his 

for me what 

just hit you 

pain and you 

hand? 

he was doing? 

over the face or anything . You 

went down and he ' d keep on hitting 

14 A . No , with the belt or a cane . 

15 Brother - used the cane rather t han the belt. 

16 Q. Brother _ , did he carry a belt? 

17 A . Oh , yeah. I don ' t know if they all carried the belt but 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q . 

A. 

Q . 

A. 

- certainly did . 

Which part of the body would he --

The nearest part, anywhere . 

Was this something that happened to you? 

Oh , yeah . I think I was probably making a joke or 

something , (inaudible) , you know, just speaking and 

laughing and he spotted it and just came over and 

started lashing out as well . He done it quite often in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

the dining room . You weren ' t allowed to give away food 

at the table or accept food . It could have been because 

of the case of bullying , you know, because a bigger guy 

could say , ' I want that ', but if you were caught doing 

that , immediately you got banged (inaudible) , wherever 

it was . I hated blancmange and I had to put it in my 

pocket every time that we got blancmange , t hings like 

that . Even t he mealtimes were scary because you didn ' t 

know who -- and he wouldn ' t care if he smacked the 

person next to you innocently , he would just wade in 

and . . . 

12 Q. Again , was that t he be l t he was using t here? 

13 A. Leather tawse , yeah . 

14 Q. Was it usually over people ' s clothes that he hit them 

15 with the belt? 

16 A. Yes , I ' ve got to say t hat , but we had shorts on all the 

17 

1 8 

time, so your neck and your face and your legs were 

uncovered and 

19 Q. Did you have bruises as a result? 

20 A. Oh , yeah . 

21 Q . What about Brother - ? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

He was very sadistic . 

it , he would just keep 

thingy away . 

If Brother - was 

If he 

going 

going 
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1 he do to the boy? 

2 A. Straight away he would bring them out and ridicule t h em 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

right down , and then again it would be the cane , and if 

for any reason he felt you weren ' t getting enough , he 

would then again lay into the boy . Not original , you 

know, but if he thought he was getting any cheek or 

anything , he would just lash out as well. 

8 Q. Was that with the cane? 

9 A. With a cane , yeah . 

10 Q. Did he carry a cane? 

11 A. Yes . 

12 Q . Did Brother - use the cane on you? 

13 A. No , I don ' t think so . He may have . I really can't 

14 

15 

remember if he d i d on me , but I don ' t think so . 

Certainly close and roundabout . 

16 Q. How often did he use the cane? Was it on a dail y basis? 

17 A. Oh , yes , definitely, on a daily basis . Brother -

18 and Brother - were assaul ting boys every day . 

19 Q. You tell us i n your statement that both of t h ese 

20 Brothers would randomly lay into someone for no reason . 

21 A. Yes , sometimes , just to keep t he position going that 

22 they were above us and you were less than t h em . 

23 Q. What you say is it was all about having absolute 

24 control , it was such a brutal regime . 

25 A. Yes , that ' s exactly what it was for . 
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1 Q. What are your memories of the atmosphere in St Ninian ' s 

2 then? 

3 A . Well , the boys that were there , they came from bleak 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

environments and poor households , so they were very 

strong , you know, they had their own kind of strength, 

and between the boys there was the same fun , laughter 

and conversation that you would have in any other 

school . Bu t as soon as the Brothers appeared , it was 

just -- you know, there was no life or anything in the 

boys , just head down and quietly . 

11 Q . You have told us in particular about those two Brothers , 

12 -- and- . You mention in your statement 

13 there were some Brothers who were nice and kind . 

14 A . Absolutely , yeah . 

15 Q . Which Brothers are you thinking of there , ' Jimmy ' ? 

16 A . Well , my Brother my teacher in senior A, 

17 Brother - he was a very gentle man and he gave me 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

a lot of education . He taught me a lot before I went to 

the secondary school . 

, he was only a young man . When he 

would take us out on the expedition on a Sunday , he 

would sing Irish rebel songs in the front of the bus , 

but he was cheery and joyful , he took us out for walks 

up the hil l and that . There were certainly some good 

points in the place . 
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1 

2 

3 

But what annoys me is that these Brothers witnessed 

this and didn 't go forward to help , so to me they ' re 

equally as guilty as the cruel Brothers . 

4 Q . You are referring there to the Brothers who were kind 

5 

6 

and nice , that they witnessed what the other Brothers 

were doing to boys? 

7 A . Oh , yes , definitel y , and t hey never done anything about 

8 

9 

it . So you lost a bit of respect for t hem, even 

although they were kind to us . 

10 Q. You mentioned the teaching from Brother llllllllll there 

11 and you do talk about the education at St Ninian ' s in 

12 

13 

your statement . How did you find the education that you 

got there? 

14 A . Very minimal . Especially for the boys that weren ' t that 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

well educated before they went in . 

For instance, juniors , inter Band maybe inter A, 

they weren ' t getting taught much , they weren't getting 

put any further forward because they never had the 

capability of moving up . If they were stuck there , i t 

was very basic education . I don't t hink they got much . 

Up in senior A, the boys that were -- a bit more 

chance of learning , they got a good education , or 

educated well . 

24 Q . Is that the class you were in? 

25 A . Yes . 
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1 Q. Speaking personally from your own education, how did you 

2 find the schooling at St Ninian ' s for yourself? 

3 A . Certainly adequate , yes . 

4 Q. Did you have any visits from social workers , probation 

5 officers , anything like that 

6 A . Not one . 

7 Q. -- coming to you see you? 

8 A . Not one , not even my parents , never had a v isit . 

9 Q . More generall y , do you recall anyone coming to visit or 

10 inspect the school as a whole? 

11 A . No , I can ' t . There may have been inspections , but 

12 

13 

I can ' t remember o~e . I t may have been when the boys 

weren ' t there or wtatever . 

14 Q . Did some boys at St Ninian ' s wet the bed? 

15 A . Oh , yes . 

16 Q. Did you wet the bed? 

17 A. No . 

18 Q . Those boys who did wet the bed, how were they treated? 

19 A . Treated like crimi~als . They were made to stand up in 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

front of all the other boys and the Brother would make 

a big stinging conversation about how weak they are and 

stuff like that , a~d basically it was such a shame , even 

for people that didn ' t wet the bed . They knew that same 

guy was going to get pulled up every s ingle morning . 

And he did every morning . 
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1 Q. Was there a particular Brother who was invol ved in t hat 

2 practice? 

3 A . Again , it would be - or - because I never 

4 really seen a l ot of the Brothers being so violent . 

5 

6 

lifting his belt to 

anybody, certainly not in the classroom. 

7 Q. You say the food at St Ninian ' s was fine , you found it 

8 okay . 

9 A . I t was all right, yeah . 

10 Q. Did you ever see incidents in the dining room that 

11 concerned you? 

12 A . Yes . There was a boy at my table that couldn ' t eat 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

porridge . He just couldn ' t eat it . So usually got away 

with -- what I done , put it in my pocket in a hanky , but 

he got caught one morning and Brother - said , 

' Eat it '. And he said , ' I can ' t eat it . I ' ll be sick '. 

He said, ' I don ' t care , eat it '. 

So the boy tried to eat it and vomited on to his 

plate , and he said . . . the Brother said , 'Eat it ', and 

he had to eat every bit of porridge and the vomit , and 

he kept on vomiting , but he was made to eat everything 

on the plate . 

23 Q. Did you ever run away from St Ninian ' s? 

24 A . Yes . We ran - - we just hid -- we didn ' t know where we 

25 were going , myself and three other boys , and we headed 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

towards Gl asgow, a~d we had no food or anything , you 

kn ow, and the age we were , it was goi ng to take u s 

a long time to walk to Glasgow. So we were living on 

just water from nearby streams and turnips . It was 

win tertime , so there were turnips i n the f i elds a nd 

stuff like that . 

When we got t h ere , it was quite dark and we were 

starving, so ther e was a wee s h op , and t h e r e wa s -- i t 

was l ike a wee grocer ' s shop , so we put a brick through 

the window and got a packet of Jaffa Cakes , that ' s what 

we got , we got two-and-a- half Jaffa Cakes each , and very 

shortl y after we found a builder ' s l orry , j ust because 

it was cold, and we got a shelter for the night , and 

once we were there about two hours , the poli ce shone the 

torch in and took us to some pol ice station in Gl asgow . 

16 Q. So you got to Glasgow? 

17 A. Oh , yeah, yeah . We got to Glasgow and smashed the shop 

18 

19 

and stole a packet of biscuits , and then we went into 

a builder ' s lorry a nd very soon the police found us . 

20 Q. Did the police ask you why you had run away from 

21 St Ninian ' s? 

22 A . No , no . They were never interested in anyth i ng . It was 

23 

24 

quite common for tte boys from any Approved Schools to 

go mi ssing . To them it was just a regul ar t h ing . 

25 Q. Were you taken back to St Ninian ' s? 
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1 A . Yes . 

2 Q. Did anything happen on your return? 

3 A . Well , I was told by a couple of the older boys -- there 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

wasn ' t much absconding . I would have t hought t hey'd be 

away all the time , but one of the older boys told me 

that the penalty for absconding was quite horrendous . 

I said , ' What like? ' 

He says , ' They ' ll come and see you in t he middle of 

the night .' 

So months later , I would say two or three months -­

and he also says , ' You ' ll never know when it's coming . 

I t might be tomorrow night . It might be six months from 

now'. It ' s just to keep you aware . 

One night the Brothers came in and said, ' Come on , 

15 _ , come with us ... ' 

16 Q. Which Brother was that , do you remember? 

17 A . I really don ' t remember . I was still half sleeping and 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I just seen the Brother leaning over . But when he took 

me out , there was a big sort of -- there was a second 

floor and there was a big sort of passage . You could 

look down to the whole floor below, so i t was just 

round -- and there was a big throne at the side of it , 

and the Brothers all had their faces covered . There 

were about four or five of them . 

They pulled my nightshirt up , you know, just so my 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

bare buttocks were showing , and they made me lie like 

that on the chair , and two Brothers held my hand to the 

chair and the other three Brothers just took a line and 

kept running at me until basically I just went 

unconscious . I just keeled over . I can ' t remember it 

finishing , but I went unconscious and they put me into 

bed and basically that was it . I was not taken to the 

matron or anything . Just put back into bed . 

9 Q . So , ' Jimmy ', you were taken out of bed by a Brother 

10 A . Yeah . 

11 Q. -- and taken to somewhere else on the same floor where 

12 there was a chair like a throne? 

13 A . Yes . 

14 Q. Were you asked to lean forward on the chair? 

15 A . Yes . Put my body on the chair and sort of l ie forward 

16 

17 

with my buttocks in the air , you know , with my back end 

up in the air . 

18 Q . And you were held down? 

19 A. Yes , with two hands . 

20 Q. Then 

21 A. The other Brothers took a line and they woul d run up and 

22 give you an almighty skelp and then go to the back --

23 Q. With a belt? 

24 A. Yeah . 

25 Q. Were they taking t~rns about to belt you? 
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1 A. Yes , until I went unconscious . It must have been about 

2 

3 

three or four times each of them had a turn and then it 

was too much . 

4 Q. What was the next thing you remember then? 

5 A. Getting wakened up the next morning . 

6 Q. In bed? 

7 A. Yeah . They had taken me back to bed obviously . 

8 Q. I think you tell us there were marks all over your legs 

9 and backside after that . 

10 A. Oh , yeah . But that was nothing unusual because a lot of 

11 

12 

the boys , a good percentage of them, had either old belt 

marks or new ones on their legs . It was quite common . 

13 Q. That experience yo~ have told us about there , did that 

14 happen once or more than once to you? 

15 A. More than once , because I ran away three times. I was 

16 

17 

just against the wtole system and I would have kept 

running away until they had to send me home . 

18 Q . For each of the times you ran away, did that happen? 

19 A. Yes . 

20 Q. Can you remember a~y of the Brothers' names that were 

21 involved in that , on any occasion? 

22 A. If I said I do , it would be wrong , because their faces 

23 were covered . 

24 Q. That ' s fine . 

25 A. I would say it ' s probably the general Brothers that were 
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1 

2 

3 

there , because they wouldn ' t bring anybody else in . 

It ' s probably a good proportion of the Brothers that 

were actually there , because five Brothers came in . 

4 LADY SMITH : Were you able to tell what it was they had over 

5 their faces? 

6 A . It was just -- not like a hood thing , it was -- they 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

could see through it , but it wasn ' t nothing special . 

I don ' t know why ttey would even do that , because to me 

they wouldn ' t be able it would be exactly the same if 

you had made a complaint about the Brothers doing 

anything . There was nobody -- who are you going to 

tell? You couldn ' t tell any of the other Brothers , 

because they are not interested . The police , I had told 

the police why we ran away in Glasgow . Not interested . 

And basically that was it , nobody would listen to us . 

Even if I said it to my mum and dad -- I never ever 

got home leave , but if I had have , they would have just 

said, ' You ' re a bad boy , that ' s why you ' re in the bad 

boys ' school, it might make you a bit better ' . 

So that was ju~t the environment and society at the 

time . 

22 MS MACLEOD : Was there a woodwork teacher at St Ninian ' s? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. Was that a Mr McKe~na? 

25 A . Yes . 

141 



1 Q. You tell us that he had a practice that concerned you . 

2 A . Yes . 

3 Q. Can you tell me about that? 

4 A . When any boy done something wrong , i t wouldn ' t have to 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

be anything serious , you know, just laughing or maybe 

lifting a tool the wrong way or something like that , he 

would say , ' Come out to the front ', and he would have 

you bent over a chair -- well , over his knee . He was in 

the chair and bent over his knee . We had s horts on , you 

know, and usually loose , baggy khaki shorts . You would 

pull the leg down to cover your bum, but then even at 

that time your Y fronts and that would come through and 

sometimes your penis would show, but he thought it was 

better if he got ttat because then he would start 

smacking your bum unti l it was really red , but you seen 

his face getting redder and redder , and it was really 

uncomfortable , eve~ me at 11 year old , I knew there was 

something wrong . Ee would keep going and t hen 

eventually he would j ust stop , you know, and go -- his 

face would go all flushed , and then , ' Go back to your 

thing '. So t his happened a lot to other boys as well. 

He had really bulging eyes like he had Graves ' 

disease or something like that . He was quite scary . 

But the woodwork part he was all right , but just that , 

what he done , that was definitely -- I felt it was 
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1 wrong , even at 11 year old. 

2 Q. You say in your statement that he was getting really 

3 intimate . 

4 A . Oh , yes . When his hand ' s at you , his fingers would go 

5 

6 

where they shouldn ' t go . It wasn ' t sort of direct . It 

would just get more and more sort of --

7 Q. Where would his firgers go? 

8 A . Right up your shorts , you know . 

9 Q . Was there a Brother Benedict at St Ninian ' s when you 

10 were there? 

11 A. Yes . He was alway~ laughing and a jolly man . I never 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

seen him hitting arybody, but he a l ways - - anybody 

boy that worked in the boot room was always the 

youngest, most babyish looking boy . There were some 

kids in there , nine/ten , so he always had a young boy , 

and every time you seen him with anybody , he had the boy 

sitting on his knee and he was always , you know, 

l aughing and joking and playing him up on the knee . 

Then again it was very like Mr McKenna , you know , he 

just went red in the face and eventually stopped doing 

it , but everybody that worked for Brother Benedict had 

said that he was dodgy . I don ' t know . 

23 Q. When you say everybody who had worked for him, what does 

24 that 

25 A . Anybody that had been the boot boy before . I could only 
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1 remember one young boy that was there wh ile I was there . 

2 Q. When you say t he ' boot boy ', can you explain what that 

3 was? 

4 A . Wel l , just he l ping Brother Benedict . Brother Benedict 

5 

6 

7 

8 

ran the boot store f o r everybody ' s boots for goi ng o ut 

and that and he done it -- so there was a you nger boy 

usua l ly to do al l the l abouring , moving the stuff about 

a nd that . 

9 Q . So was there a boy assigned to do that? 

10 A . Oh , yes , yeah . I remember he was s maller than me . He 

11 

12 

13 

was o n ly about n i ne/ten , and he wasn ' t defi n i tely old 

enough to understa~d stuff and he probabl y s houl d n ' t 

have even been there at that age . 

14 Q . Was that a boy that you saw sitting on 

15 Brother Benedict ' s knee? 

16 A . Oh , yeah . If you would wal k t h rough the boot room you 

17 

18 

would see him sitting there q uite a lot , just dandling 

him on h i s knee . 

19 Q . You me n tioned there that some of t h e boys wh o had worked 

20 for him in the boot room -- did you hear things? 

21 A . I t was onl y hearsay, you know, that a l ot o f the guys 

22 

23 

24 

25 

say that Brother Benedict -- we called h im ' Bootsie ' 

because he worked in the boot room 

he woul d be -- if you worked t here 

was dodgy and that 

don ' t go near h im 

i ndividually wit h nobody else there , because he would 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

probably interfere with you . 

As I say, that was only hearsay , but we seen it sort 

of not absolutely seen the whole thing , but you just 

knew, even at that age , what was going on . I can ' t say 

I ever witnessed it personally, but I ' ve no doubt that 

that ' s what happened . 

7 Q. Was there a punishment at St Ninian ' s whereby boys were 

8 asked to stand outside? 

9 A . Yes . 

10 Q. In the cold? 

11 A . Yes . 

12 Q . Can you explain that to me? 

13 A . In the pictures , you see down on the lawn there was 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

a sort of big field and there was trees and that , and if 

you had run away as well , they would -- this would be 

after you had just come back . The other punishment , you 

had to wait on it . Well , yes , they would stand you in 

the field with just your underpants on when the other 

boys were doing their recreation in the outside yard . 

But if it started raining , the boys would maybe go 

in , but you would still be left there with one Brother 

underneath the tree just watching you . And it was 

really so wrong , you know, physically for young kids , 

most of them were talf starved anyway , and standing out 

there in the rain could have affected them for life . 
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1 I think it affected me , anyway . 

2 Q. That was going to be my next question : did you have to 

3 stand out there? 

4 A . Yes . 

5 Q. On how many occasions do you think you had to stand out 

6 there in the cold? 

7 A. Three times , each time I absconded . 

8 Q. For roughly how lo~g each time? 

9 A. Normally it would be t he length of recreation time , 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

maybe half an hour or an hour , but it depended on maybe 

how the Brother felt or -- it could be longer , it could 

be an afternoon standing t here , it depended . But the 

rain didn ' t stop ttem . You could stand there in the 

rain naked ... almost naked . 

15 Q. Did you ever report to anyone while you were at 

16 

17 

St Ninian ' s t he t hings that were happening in t he 

school? 

18 A. No . 

19 

20 

LADY SMITH : ' Jimmy ', who gave that punishment where boys 

had to stand outside in the cold and rain? 

21 A . Sorry , who gave it, 

22 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

23 A . We don ' t know . We don ' t know who gave the order , 

24 

25 

because whoever was in charge of the recreation at the 

time , he would tell you to go and stand there , but 
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1 I don ' t know if it was the school ' s policy or what . 

2 LADY SMITH : So you do~ •t remember it just being one of them 

3 who punished boys that way? 

4 A . Oh , no . I t would be whoever -- yeah , it was just 

5 

6 

something like -- whoever was in charge at the time 

would carry out the punishment . 

7 LADY SMITH : I suppose from where you have told me it took 

8 

9 

place , anybody and everybody there would be able to see 

it ; is that right? 

10 A . Oh , yeah . 

11 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

12 A . I t was like you were being made a point of principle : 

13 don ' t run away because that ' s what you get . 

14 MS MACLEOD : After abo~t a year-and-a-half or so of being in 

15 St Ninian ' s , did you get sick, ' Jimmy ' ? 

16 A . Yes . 

17 Q . Did you get sick quite suddenly? 

18 A . Yes , fairly suddenly, yeah . 

19 Q . Were you in the sick room or the sick bay at 

20 St Ninian ' s? 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q . After some time , were you told that you could go home? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. I think you say this was the first time you had been 

25 released since you ' d been at St Ninian ' s . 

147 



1 A . Yeah , never had a tome visit or anything . 

2 Q. While you were at t ome , did you in fact collapse? 

3 A . Yes . 

4 Q. Did you then become very ill and have to go into 

5 hospital? 

6 A . Yes , with rheumatic fever , and I became paralysed from 

7 

8 

9 

the waist down , and it was months and months in 

Maryfield Hospital to sort of be able to walk again . It 

was quite a while . 

10 Q. While you were in tospital you tell us that St Ninian ' s 

11 released you from their care . 

12 A . Yes , for no reason. Not for being a good scholar or 

13 

14 

anything like that . It was just sort of : right , you can 

go home now . 

15 Q. You were about 12- and- a - half at that time? 

16 A . Yeah , 12-and-a-half, nearly 13 , somewhere about there . 

17 Q . That illness and time in your life , do you wonder about 

18 

19 

attributing that to any of the treatment that you 

received while you were at St Ninian's? 

20 A . Absolutely . I ' ve got to say that when I was five I had 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

rheumatic fever and I was in Dundee Royal Infirmary for 

a good six months , maybe longer , but they must h ave 

known my medical history, so to put me out in the rain, 

with a nearly bare body , was absolutely culpable . Just 

terrible . Because I had been out in the rain I think 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

I had contracted rteumatic fever again and it paralysed 

me . 

So , yes , I blame them, because they must have known . 

They must have your medical records . But there was no 

exclusion for anybody . It doesn't matter how ill you 

6 were . If you ran away , you were down in the field . 

7 MS MACLEOD : My Lady, I'm now moving on to a different part 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

of ' Jimmy ' s ' evide~ce , so it may be a convenient time to 

break . 

LADY SMITH : ' Jimmy ', if it would work for you , I ' ll take 

the afternoon break now , we will have five or ten 

minutes, and then finish your evidence after that . I s 

that okay? 

14 A. Yes . Thank you . 

15 (3 . 24 pm) 

16 (A short break) 

17 (3 . 35 pm) 

18 LADY SMITH : Welcome back , ' Jimmy '. Is it okay if we carry 

19 on with the questions? 

20 A . Yes . 

21 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

22 Ms MacLeod , when you ' re ready . 

23 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

Hello , ' Jimmy' . 24 

25 You told us earlier that when you went to 

149 



1 

2 

St Ninian ' s your brother, who was a couple of years 

older than you , we~t to St Joseph ' s? 

3 A . Yes , saying that , why would they send two brothers 

4 

5 

6 

separate places , you know? We were the same age , we 

would have been allowed in the same -- obviously their 

practice, but it ' s strange . 

7 Q. So there were boys at St Ninian ' s who were your 

8 brother ' s age? 

9 A . Oh , yes , because it was 11 until about maybe 14 or 15 , 

10 you know . 

11 Q . You say in your statement that your brother told you 

12 some things about St Joseph ' s . 

13 A . Yeah . 

14 Q . Are you able to tell me any of that? 

15 A . I know that they done the thing with going down in the 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

rain , down naked, if you had run away , but generally it 

was very similar , I would say . He never told me too 

much about it , but when I told him about St Ninian ' s , he 

says it was much tte same at St Joseph ' s . That ' s all 

I could say about that . 

21 Q . Before the break you gave evidence about when you were 

22 unwell and you were in hospital . 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. Once you got better and were again at home , did there 

25 come a time when you were again caught doing something 
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1 

2 

that you shouldn ' t have been and ended up being taken in 

by the police? 

3 A. Yes , because when I was released from St Ninian ' s , my 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

father was getting worse . He wasn ' t abl e to work , and 

my mum had been drinking and that again . J ust basically 

started the same thing , you know, stealing purses or 

whatever , just to feed the family and , yes , I got sent 

to a senior Approved School . I think t hat would be 

about 1969 , so maybe two years/a year- and- a - half after 

I had been released from St Ninian ' s . 

11 Q. Was the school you were taken to at that time called 

12 St John ' s? 

13 A. Yes . 

14 Q. Where was St John ' s? 

15 A. In Springboig in Glasgow, Springboig Road . 

16 Q. ~--■ John ' s? 

17 A. Mr _ , he was an Englishman, ex-rugby player . 

18 Q. Were the De La Salle Brothers involved in St John ' s? 

19 A. No , they were civilians . 

20 Q. I think what you tell us in your statement , ' Jimmy ', is 

21 

22 

that apart from one incident, which you do tell us 

about , you weren ' t abused at St John ' s . 

23 A. As I said, if you acted like a young man , you would be 

24 

25 

treated accordingly , you know, so there was that . And 

I never seen a lot of violence at all at that school . 
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1 Q. That single incident you tell us about , did that relate 

2 to the Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh in 1970? 

3 A. Yes . 

4 Q . Did something happen at the Commonwealth Games? 

5 A . Yes . There was a bus full of us went to the 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

Commonwealth Games and it was really enjoyable , I liked 

it . At the end , when they played t he National Anthem, 

I ' ve always been anti - monarchist , I don ' t know whether 

it ' s a Catholic thing or no , but I refused to stand up, 

and I wanted -- it was deliberate , because I wanted to 

invoke a debate about the monarchy and about should it 

still be here . But when we got back home Mr -

says , •- , come here ', and he took me into this 

room I had never seen , like a cell , and he just I was 

7 . 5 stone , and he must have been about 18 stone , 

ex- rugby player , and he absolutely battered me round the 

room . Not with a belt , just physically , just punching 

us and kicking us and just -- until he says , 'You never 

ever embarrass me like that again '. That was it . 

Never got any medical treatment or anything . 

21 Q. In terms of the teaching at St John ' s , I think you tell 

22 us that was good . 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. Indeed , you tell us that you asked if you could sit 

25 O-Levels while you were at St John ' s . 
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1 A . Yes , and they said it had never been done in an Approved 

2 

3 

4 

School , and I said , ' Well , we could write to the 

Scottish Education Service and ask if it could be done ', 

and they d id and we got it . 

5 Q. You tell us that you think you were o ne of the first , if 

6 not the first , to ~it O- Levels in an Approved School? 

7 A . I think so , because if the headmaster had said i t ' s not 

8 

9 

been done , I accepted that . I 'm not absolutely sure , 

but, yeah . 

10 Q. Did you pass your O- Levels? 

11 A . There were four of us that sat them, it was English and 

12 

13 

14 

arithmetic , and I passed both . The other t hree boys 

I think passed one each . They never got the two , but , 

yeah . 

15 Q. Indeed , you say you were very proud of achieving your 

16 O- Level s they way you did . 

17 A . Yes , absolutely . I wasn ' t going to get them at 

18 secondary school i~ Dundee , so at least I got t hat. 

19 Q . I would now like to move on , ' Jimmy ' , to your life after 

20 

21 

care , and I think you tell us that you left St John ' s 

when you were 15 ; is t hat right? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 Q. You tell us that by that time your father had died . 

24 A . Yes , just after I got home , yeah . 

25 Q. And that your mother was still drinking at that time . 
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1 A. Mm- hmm . 

2 Q. You say that you got some work and spent some time in 

3 

4 

borstal training ar.d then had various jobs , and then got 

married and had children . 

5 A . Yes . 

6 Q. And you now have grandchildren as well . 

7 A . Yes . 

8 Q. Moving on then to the impact you tell us that you r time 

9 

10 

in care has had on you . One thing you say , ' Jimmy ', is 

you still have nig~tmares about St Ninian ' s? 

11 A . Yes . It ' s just rar.dom . Maybe if I ' m having money 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

worries or family worries or anything , and t hen 

I ' m lying at night , and the wife says to me , ' You are 

waking up screami ng about Brothers and stuff like that ', 

so it ' s obviously dreaming about St Ninian ' s . I t 

doesn ' t happen reg~larly, but it still does happen . 

17 Q . And you say that you have problems with authority . 

18 A . Oh , yes , because of that . This was supposed to be 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

authority helping you , and right through until I was 15 , 

it ' s never been that . It ' s caused me to be very aware 

of authority . I ' m not anti - authority , but I don ' t just 

take authority as its name , as what it stands for . It ' s 

the person I want to know first before I ' ll accept 

anything like that . 

25 Q. You reflect that your own experiences as a child , it 
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1 keeps your own family closer now . 

2 A . Yes . It also -- I never know whether to be too severe 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

with them, because I don ' t want them to get into 

trouble , or because I was treated badly , I want to be 

really good to them and spoil them . So it ' s always in 

between there . So the kids really don ' t know which 

' Jimmy ' they ' re going to see , you know what I mean . 

8 Q. In terms of education , ' Jimmy ', you have told us about 

9 

10 

11 

some of the education at St Ninian ' s and St John ' s , but 

you feel that , in general , your education was completely 

broken up , includi~g your time in hospital . 

12 A . Oh , yes . I think I would h ave went on to further 

13 

14 

education if I ' d stayed in Dundee , definitely , but it 

wasn ' t to be . 

15 Q. I n terms of l essons that you think coul d possibl y be 

16 

17 

18 

learnt , towards the end of your statement you say that 

having an adviser involved from a place outwith where 

the children are staying . 

19 A . Absolutely . Somebody that ' s neutral , you know . Not 

20 having to answer to the Catholic Church . 

21 Q . And that supervision from an outside --

22 A . Yes . There was nobody that came in there that asked 

23 

24 

25 

about any problems or anything . There may have been 

visitors once a year looking about , but I can ' t remember 

anybody coming to speak to the boys or anything . 
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1 Q. You say that they were getting away with obscene cruelty 

2 at St Ninian ' s . 

3 A . Absolutely . 

4 Q. And that a lot of people suffered needlessly and never 

5 heard an explanation . 

6 A . Absolutely . 

7 Q. At the very end of your statement you make some comments 

8 about religious people looking after children . 

9 A . Yes . I would say generally it should -- certainl y no 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q . 

people that are unmarried or don't know anything about 

children, they ' ve ~o real experience with children -­

I'm not just saying every teacher shoul d be married , but 

certainly it was so wrong , you know, that all these 

Brothers that really didn ' t understand the world , they 

didn ' t , and were i~ charge of all these unrul y , wild 

kids . 

' Jimmy ', I ' ve been asking you a lot of questions this 

afternoon . I just want to give you the opportunity to 

ask you if there ' s anything you would like to add to 

what we have been talking about? 

21 A . It ' s just that -- it ' s just not being abl e to understand 

22 

23 

24 

25 

it at the time . Really , kids like me t hat were just 

trying to do the best they can for their family , it made 

it worse , you know . It just put everybody -- people 

that were in there -- against the whole system, and it 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

just seems to be taking so long to work it out , to 

actually -- somebody asking questions about it . It ' s 

strange to me that , I don ' t know, the establishment 

didn ' t bother at ttat time , you know . 

Because people did complain , but it was never ever 

found out or somebody looking into it . They just didn ' t 

do it . And, again , it has changed my ways of bringing 

up my children as well . As I say , it ' s topsy- t u rvy , 

I never know what to do . 

It will certai~ly stay with me , you know, as long as 

I live . But I believe that I ' m not guilty, you know , so 

it is the people ttat are guilty should be ashamed and 

embarrassed, but not me . Basically, that is it . 

14 MS MACLEOD : Thank you , ' Jimmy ', for those comments and for 

15 

16 

17 

coming to give your evidence today . 

My Lady, I don ' t have any questions I ' ve received to 

put to ' Jimmy '. 

18 LADY SMITH : Could I add my thanks . I ' m really grateful to 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you for coming alo~g this afternoon . Of course I have 

your statement already and that is evidence from you , 

but you ' ve made so much of it come alive by being here 

and helping me really understand what it felt like in 

that time that you were just a child getting into 

trouble for understandable reasons at the time , and you 

ended up, as you have explained , in a terrible 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

situation . 

I hope you can now go feeling t hat you have 

contributed something very important to the work of this 

Inqui ry, because I can assure you you have . 

5 A. I'm absolutely over the moon that it ' s being looked into 

6 

7 

8 

now . I never thought it would be in my lifetime , so 

I'm glad to at least c hange the future of t he people who 

are in care homes or whatever . 

9 LADY SMITH : Good . 

10 

11 

12 

Go home , safe journey, and I hope you have a more 

relaxing evening that you have had a day . 

Thank you very much. 

13 A. Thank you very much . 

14 (The witness withdrew) 

15 LADY SMITH : Just before I forget, names again , some of them 

16 you ' ve heard a lready, the names of peopl e wi th 

17 i dentities who cannot be disclosed outside this room as 

18 having been referred to in our evidence , and we have 

19 Brothers _ , 1111111, __ , 
20 _ , - Anthony, - Mr - Mr McKenna 

21 

22 

23 

and Mr-· I think that ' s everybody from t his 

afternoon . 

Ms MacLeod . 

24 MS MACLEOD : My Lady, that completes the ora l evidence for 

25 today . We do have a read-in that we could read in. It 
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1 

2 

3 

will take about half an hour to read it into the 

transcript , or we could hold it over for tomorrow . We 

have two oral witnesses tomorrow . 

4 LADY SMITH : I think we should hold it over for tomorrow , we 

5 

6 

7 

8 

may have time to do it then . Thank you very much . 

I ' ll rise until tomorrow morning , when we ' ll sit at 

10 o ' clock for the first oral evidence from a witness 

who will be here i~ person , I think . 

9 MS MACLEOD : Yes . 

10 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

11 (3 . 50 pm) 

12 (The Inquiry adjourned until 10 . 00 am 

13 on Friday, 12 January 2024) 

14 
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19 
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