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Let's then look at you going to St Ninian's in Gartmore.
I think the records that the Inquiry has seen, that

you may have gone there in -1971. Does that fit in

with your own recollection, when you are aged about

eight?

Probably, yeah. Probably, aye. I know I was very young

at the time. I thought I was younger than that

actually, but, aye.

Did you think you were younger than eight?

I thought I was about six or seven.

You tell us that when you went in the front door of the

establishment, that the first Brother you came across

was Brother

Brother , yes.

What was his role at the time?

He was .

Did he have a conversation with you?

Yes.

What did he say to you?

He just told us I was at St Ninian's for being bad
basically and that if I done all right and done what
I was told then I would be allowed home at weekends.
As time went on, did you come across other Brothers?
Yes.

Can you tell me who they were, if you can remember?
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Brother I can't -- that's the only one I can
remember, Brother .

As far as Brotheris concerned, was he somebody
who sometimes took you horse riding?

Yes.

Insofar as the dormitory set-up was concerned, was the
dormitory that you were allocated to in that main
building?

Yes.

How many boys were in the dormitory?

Well, in the dormitory I was in there were six.

But there were other dormitories as well?

There were other dormitories all the way along, yeah.
As far as the Brothers' accommodation was concerned,
were you able to work out where they were accommodated?
No, I wasn't, no. I'm not too sure where they stayed.
They were in the main building?

They were in the building, yeah.

As far as lay staff is concerned, can you remember the
names of any of the lay civilian staff?

Yes, Charles McKenna.

You also mention a Mr as one of your teachers, do
you remember him?

Yes, ave, [C58

The age range of the boys -- and it was all boys at
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If we look at the bedtime arrangements then, when you
were going to bed, how was that organised?

Everybody had to go to bed at the same time, so you were
in separate houses, like St George's House, St Patrick's
House, Leslie House and St Andrew's House and there was
a member of staff allocated to each house and they would
just tell you, 'Right, it's bedtime' and everybody had
to go up and get into bed.

Insofar as your house was concerned, what house were you
in, can you remember?

St George's.

Who was in charge of that?

Brother .

In relation to supervising you when you were going to
bed, who would be involved in that?

It would all depend what members of staff were on at

night, but it could be anybody. It could be

Brother Uil it could be Brother [ it could
be Charles McKenna, or Mr , what do

you call it.

You do say in relation to the food at St Ninian's, that
the food was good?

Mm hmm, ves, it was.

Insofar as washing and bathing was concerned, I think

you tended to have showers?
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boy?

No, it would be all the boys.

Who tended to go on these trips with you?

Charles McKenna, Brother , Brother
would come down, but he wouldn't stay, you know, he'd
come down to visit, and some of the other staff that

were there, I can't remember their names.

LADY SMITH: Can you remember, was the church in Ayr itself

A.

or was it in a village outside Ayr?

No, it was in Ayr itself.

LADY SMITH: In the town?

A.

Yeah.

MR MACAULAY: What you say in your statement, and the reason

I wanted to ask you about that, is that being on such

a trip did not stop Mr McKenna from abusing you?

No.

Is that right? I'll look at the abuse in a moment, but
how was he able to, as it were, get you to a situation
whereby he could abuse you?

He would wake you up and tell you to come through and he
would take you through to the back.

Did he have his own room?

He had his own room, yeah.

Did that happen on a regular basis, even when you were

on this trip?
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and it was a minibus that pulled up and it was

GXC and two other members of staff, so we
didn't get far at all. It seemed like miles and miles
away to us.

You were caught and brought back?

Caught and brought back, yeah.

Did anything happen to you at that time?

Yeah. We got put in cold showers down the stair and we
got whipped with the horses' whips by Brother .
Then the next day we were sitting in the dining hall and
Mr , who was the head man on duty that day, came
round to the table we were sitting at and he slapped me
across the face and there were a tea trolley and he just
poured tea over me.

I'm sorry, I missed that bit.

There was a tea trolley sitting there, with a pot of tea
on it and he poured the pot of tea over me, but luckily
enough in there -- it was milk that was in the teapot
along with the tea, so it wouldn't be as bad as it would
have been, but to me it was bad, do you know what

I mean.

Was this witnessed by other people?

Everybody that was there, yeah.

What about the kitchen staff for example, were they --

No, see, the kitchen staff could see up that end of the

15
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dining hall, but it was in an L-shape and I was sitting
in the bit of the L-shape, so the kitchen staff couldn't
see it, I wouldn't think.
That is what you say happened with regard to
GXC Did anything else happen to you when you
were brought back?
Aye, I -- I never got allowed home for six weeks.
That is the downside of running away?
The downside was you get that taken away from your
weekend.
Would that mean that although other boys would be
leaving St Ninian's --
Yes.
-- you and anyone else who had lost that privilege would
have to stay behind?
Yeah.
Did that make you more vulnerable?
Yes, it did, aye.
How was that?
Because we were at the -- the dormitories were all empty
and the other boy that run away with me, he was in
another dormitory and I was my own dormitory myself.

So the night -- at that particular time it was
Charles McKenna that was on nights, so he got free rein

to do what he wants.
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I will look at that shortly, but can I ask you more
generally about discipline at St Ninian's. 1In class,
for example, how would you be disciplined?

Well, you got the belt in class or you got made to stay
back and do lines and woodworking class, you just got
hit with a bit of wood.

Was that Mr McKenna?

Yeah.

When you got the belt in class, was that on your hands?
Hands.

How many strokes would you normally get?

Six.

Was that from whoever was teaching you at the time?
Yes, with whatever teacher it was. They were

actually -- at the time I was in St Ninilan's there were
a married couple, both teachers, one taught music and
the other one taught English, but they were very nice,
they didn't -- they didn't give you the belt. They
didn't give you any kind of discipline like that. They
were really nice.

What about W was he one of your teachers?

He wasn't, no.
You do tell us that you did have an issue with bed
wetting at St Ninian's?

Yeah.

17
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Can you just tell me a little bit about that?
Well, it was because of what was going on and I was
wetting the bed. I was feared to go to the toilet
during the night, especially when it was Charles McKenna
that was on, I was feared to go. You wet the bed and
you get -- they would come in and they would strip your
bed and put on rubber sheets and all that, and that was
you, it was in front of everybody, standing there naked,
because your pyjamas and everything were taken off you.
This happened to you?
Yes, on a number of times.
Did this happen to other boys?
Not that I know, no.
Would you be hit in any way when this happened?
Oh, aye, you would be hit, aye. You would be slapped.
Can I then look at some aspects of what you tell us in
your statement, 'Brian', about the abuse that you say
you suffered at St Ninian's.

Can I first of all focus on Brother , who you
have mentioned. How did he behave towards you?
Brother was a bully. He was a very angry man
for some reason, and if you stepped out of line at all
it was cold showers, battered and even hit with the
horses' whips.

When you say you were battered, would you be battered in

18
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the showers?

Yes.

Can you just elaborate upon that. What would he do to
you?

He would punch you, he would kick you, he would slap
you, he would whip you. You would be put in a freezing
cold shower, taken out, put back in.

When he was inflicting what you have described on you,
would you be naked?

Yes.

Would these blows cause injury?

Bruising, yeah.

How often did this happen to you?

It happened a few times. It didn't matter if -- if you
made a mistake, when you were with Brother , that

was it, you were in trouble right away. You knew you
were in trouble, but you were in that much fear of being
in trouble you actually made more mistakes, you know
what I mean. So you couldn't win.

Did this happen to other boys?

Yas,

Would you witness it, or would that just be something
you would hear?

Sometimes it was two or three boys at the same time. He

was just -- I don't know, he was a very, very angry man.

18
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Were you ever beaten in that way in the presence of
other boys or was it just yourself?

No, there would be two or three others who would be
beaten in front of you.

What sort of mistakes prompted this reaction?

Just anything. If he asked you to do something and you
didn't do it right he was the one that would take you
out horse riding and I don't know, if you didn't sit on
the saddle right or something like that, because if he
was the one that was teaching you, so if you weren't
listening to what he was teaching you, then that was
you, you know, making mistakes that way.

Apart from the shower beatings, did Brother S hit
you on any other occasion, in any other situations?

He probably did, but I am not 100 -- no, I can't
remember when, but he probably did, aye.

Can you then look at Mr McKenna. Did you do woodwork in
his class?

Yes.

You have already told us if he wanted to punish you, he
would use a piece of wood, is that right?

Yeah.

Where would he hit you?

On the head.

Did this happen to you?

20
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Yeah.

Did you, apart from what you have already told us,
report the abuse you were suffering from Mr McKenna to
any of the Brothers at St Ninian's?

No.

Did you think about it?

I did think about it, but in my mind, as I say,

I thought it was my fault and I thought nobody would
believe me anyway, because that's what I was told. That
is what I was led to believe by Mr McKenna, that nobody
would believe me.

Did you at any point approach Brother about

Brother for example?

I did, yes, I did, about the physical abuse from
Brother . Brother wasn't interested in
us as people that were in a children's home for doing
what we do. I mean physical abuse was guite ...
throughout the home. If you done something wrong you
would get a slap. Simple as that.

They were very strict with their punishment.
You have told us about your own experience and being
locked in a cupboard, do you know if other boys had this
experience?
I don't know, I honestly don't know.

There comes a point in time, 'Brian', when you leave

26
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that, then there's something wrong.

That of course was your position, you withdrew yourself
from what was happening at St Ninian's?

Mm hmm.

Do you say that should have been obvious to those in
charge?

I think so, aye. Definitely, aye. If I go to the nurse
and say, 'I'm bleeding from my back passage', you would
expect, 'How did that happen? How did do you that?
What's wrong?' Even if you were bleeding from your back
passage through some illness you would expect the

nurse -- but she just took the underpants and gave me

a clean pair of underpants and says, 'Go away, you'll be
all right'. She never done anything? Why? I don't
know why, do you know what I mean.

We have discussed this already. I should have asked you
before: did she carry out any sort of examination?

No.

You also tell us, 'Brian', in your statement that when
in care kids need to have scmeone they can go to and
talk to in safety?

Yes.

Although you tried to talk to Brother it
didn't get anywhere and there was no one else really for

you to talk to, is that why you make that point?

40
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St Ninian's was in the countryside and the nearest
village was called Gartmore. The main building was
a massive house. You can approach St Ninian's from
different ways. I'm not sure which way we came in on
the first day. You go through a big arch then there is
a long driveway. On both sides of the driveway are
wooded areas. As you get near the main building the
driveway splits. You pass the school on the right-hand
side, which was a new building. There was a big
circular lawn with a sundial.

There were roughly 100 boys who were aged between 10
to 13, although there were a few who were 14. My
dormitory had six single beds. There were three beds
either side of a partition wall in the room. I can
remember some of the boys' names in that dorm. I never
discussed with any of the other boys why they were

there.

really allowed to go near and I never

really saw him. The only other Brothers' names that

I remember are Brother Brother [Us¥4 Brother
HED and Brother Benedict. The Brothers wore robes,
although Brothersometimes wore a suit. I don't
know the name of their religious order. There was

a civilian teacher in the school, called Mr And
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he also looked after the ponies. Another civilian

teacher ..."

LADY SMITH: I wonder if that is meant to be 'Mr '.

MS MACLEOD: I think it probably is, my Lady, the witness

does refer to him as 'Mr ' throughout the
statement, and the same with Brother m, the

witness calls him 'Brother ', but I think it can

be assumed that's Brother
'Another civilian teacher was Mr He

lived in a house at one of the entrances to the grounds.
There was a night watchman, whose name I think was Jim.

He was a civilian and his room was next to my dorm. His
own house was in Aberfoyle. He died in 1966, there may

have been a woman who did the laundry, I'm not sure who

did the cooking.

When I arrived at St Ninian's, Brother and
Brother Benedict met us at the front door. They said
something about me being the boy that St John Bosco's
couldn't control. They gestured for me to go in the
front door and when I walked between them one of them,
not sure which, slapped me on the back of the head.

I was taken to the headmaster's room and asked a few
questions about why I had been moved there. A couple of
times I answered with "aye" and "naw". They corrected

me by telling me it was either "yes" or "no". They
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been once or twice a week. Each dormitory had

a different shower night. They were open plan showers
and there were no curtains. Basically 1t was six or ten
boys in a row. The showers were supervised by whoever
was on duty.'

In paragraph 57 the witness provides evidence about
the clothing and uniform at the school. I'll move to
paragraph 58:

'"There were a lot of things to do. We got taken out
swimming and there were ponies at St Ninian's. In 1966
when the World Cup football finals were on, we got to
watch the England games on the television. We were
allowed to watch but we were not allowed to make
a noise. If anyone made a noise or spoke they were hit
over the head. This was by any of the Brothers. All
the Brothers did this. I don't remember watching
anything else on the television. I can't remember if
there were any books, comics or boardgames to play with.

After our evening meal, we were told what activities
were going to be on and who we were to go with. A lot
of this depended on the time of year and the weather.
Sometimes we might go out rambling and picking wild

berries. Just before I left, Mr took us out

bike riding and taught us to cycle. I did it with him

for a couple of weeks, anything was better than going
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swimming or with Brother Benedict to his supposed arts
and crafts class. When we went to that he just gave us
electric shocks. In summer, Brother arranged
football competitions with some local teams.'

For the remainder of that page, my Lady,
paragraphs 60 to 63, the witness provides some evidence
about some trips, schooling, healthcare and religious
instruction.

At paragraph 64 the witness says:

'"We had to keep the dormitory clean. Any rubbish
had to be taken to the bins in the main hall and the
corridors had to be kept clear.'

In paragraphs 65 and 66 he discusses his
recollections of birthdays and Christmas and personal
possessions.

I'11 pick the statement up at paragraph 67:

'Despite getting woken up by Jim to go to the toilet
through the night my bed was still wet four or five
nights every week. Sometimes Jim got angry and called
us "pishy so and so's". If he found the bed wet through
the night he would take me down to the basement to the
showers, where I got washed and he gave me a dry
nightshirt. Sometimes he was quite pleasant but at
other times he was a nasty piece of work.

After Jim died, Brothertook over the night
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watchman duties. He more or less did the same thing
that Jim did. He didn't check on the boys through the
night as often as Jim did and he never woke the boys up
to go to the toilet. I am not aware of him ever
checking my sheets.

Family visitors were allowed in and were always
treated civilly by the staff. This made the family
think it was a nice place and that the staff cared about
the children. I can say that not all the staff were
bad. I never saw a social worker or welfare officer in
all my time at St Ninian's. My family including my
siblings came and visited me.

We were allowed home leave one weekend a month.

Home leave had to be earned by conforming to their
rules. If I did something wrong, at the drop of a hat
they would withdraw the privilege and refuse to allow me
to go home. When I fell off the horse and when I had

a gash in my leg after they hit me, my home leave was
withdrawn because they didn't want my parents to see the
injuries.

I'm not aware of anyone ever coming in and
inspecting the place.

I tried to run away from St Ninian's.

Brother [[ESJ] caught me at the back of the house and he

knew what I was planning to do. I said that I wasn't
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going to run away and he asked me if in that case I was
a liar. I told him he was.

Brotherwas my teacher at school. If he had
taught us something and you didn't understand or got
something wrong he would make you go down to the front
of the class and stand in front of his desk. He then
struck you with an open hand to the side of the head
across your face. This happened to me and just about
everyone else in the class at some point. It seemed
like every day he hit me. He said I was the only person
in the class who wasn't paying attention. I tried to
tell him that I was just being honest saying that
I didn't understand, but it didn't make a difference.

I don't recall him ever belting or caning anyone.

There were classes in the evening which we had to go
to. These classes took place between 6 pm and 8 pm in
the evening. Brother Benedict had an arts and craft
class in a work room in the basement near to the
showers. He decided who went to this class and you had
to go. When you were there he would make six to ten
boys stand in a circle holding hands. The first and
last boy would have to hold a wire attached to
a machine. Brother Benedict would wind up this machine
and we would all get an electric shock going through us.

If you let go, he slapped you to the back of the head or
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punched you.

I had to go to his class just about every second
day. I was there roughly four nights every week. We
ended up holding this wire in the circle for half
an hour to an hour. All the staff and all the other
boys knew about Brother Benedict doing this. He
obviously enjoyed doing it to us and used to laugh when
we were getting the electric shock. He always made sure
that we wore rubber-soled plimsoll shoes, otherwise it
might not have worked.

Some other times we were picked to go swimming.
Usually this was in the summer time and about ten boys
were taken to the River Forth by Brother .

I told him I couldn't swim and he threw me into the
water like a rat. I was struggling and one of the other
boys had to pull me out. I was about 11 when this
happened. I always tried to avoid swimming if I could
and I dreaded it if I was picked. I was never given any
kind of swimming lessons.

One time in the morning, when I was in the dining
room, Mr was there and he was obviously playing
with his private parts with his hands in his pocket.

I said to him that Brother [z had warned me about
people like him because he was playing with himself.

Mr lifted up my shorts above my thighs and slapped
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my thighs. I broke away from him and he chased me.
I got to the front of the hall and got into the
headmaster's room and he told me to get out.
Brother Benedict and Brother came in and escorted
me into his room. Both of them beat me up.

Later that evening, I was in the basement and

Brother Benedict was deciding who went to what class.

said that he only needed two boys to do the
ponies that night and pointed out another boy, then me.
I told him that I had never been on a pony before.

Mr said that after tonight I would never want to
be on one again. I didn't know what he meant, but

I knew it wasn't going to be good. I said I didn't want
to go. Brother Benedict kicked me really hard on my
backside. It was sore.

Brother Benedict always used to wear big steel
toe-capped boots and for that got the nickname
"Bootsie". If he ever heard anyone calling him that
they got a slap across the ear or hit with his walking
stick. This didn't happen to me.

There were four ponies and the biggest one was
called "Dawn". Mr told me to get on it.

I climbed on and he told me to hold on. After a few
minutes, Mr took a whip out and made it crack.

The horse reared up and I fell off. I landed on the
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back of my head and hurt my hand. I can't really
remember what happened after that and how I ended up
back at the house. I must have blacked out. I had
a cut on the back of my head and it was cleaned up.
I have no doubt that Mr did this deliberately so
I would get thrown off and hurt myself.

When I was planning on running away and
Brother caught me and I called him a liar,
Brother beat me up. So did Brother Benedict.
They both beat me about the body with their hands and
their feet. Brother [[SNJJl] care out and I was lying
on the ground. I got up and he asked what was going on.
I told him I was going for a walk around the building
and Brotherthought I was running away. I again
said that Brother was lying. He turned away
after he told Brotherand Brother Benedict to
deal with it.

That afternocon, back in the class, I told
Brother that Brother [gla8] had beaten me.
Brothersaid that since I spoke to him about
Mrtouching himself he had noticed that I had
itchy feet and thought I was going to run away.
I cheekily said back to him that if I had itchy feet
I would be scratching them. Brother didn't like

that and he slapped me across the face with an open
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hand. With the force I nearly ended up on the other
side of the classroom. I had trusted him up until that
point.

Another boy who was in St Ninian's told me in 1966
that he had been sexually abused by Mr He was
about two years younger than me and was small for his
age. I never saw him being abused, but I had no reason
to doubt what he said. Brother spoke to him in
front of me but he was too embarrassed and denied it.

Mr never did anything to me.

Brother used to look after the football team
and used to take us out to play other local teams. For
some reason when we were in the showers after the match
Brother and Mr used to appear and be there
watching us. There was no reason for them to be there
and looking back they were there for their own
gratification. They shouldn't have been there. Because
of what the boy had told me I was always on my guard
from Mr

One night, after Jim the night watchman died, and
Brother took over doing nightshift, there was
an incident through the night. Brother
occasionally came in and checked, especially on the
slightly younger boys. On this night, he had his hands

under the covers of one of the younger boys and he
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shouted at Brother for touching his bum instead
of checking the sheets. This only ever happened the
once. We never discussed that incident again among the
boys.

As far as I am concerned, they broke me at
St Ninian's. All the staff knew what was going on in
there. They knew about the physical, emotional and
sexual abuse but no one ever tried to stop it. They are
just as guilty in my eyes because they should have done
something about it. Instead, they let it continue.
I wouldn't wish what happened to me to happen to anyone
else.

Brother at first seemed to be a decent guy.
He told the whole class early on that if any member of
staff makes any suggestion or there is any improper
behaviour to let him know and he would deal with it.
I asked him what he meant and he explained that if
anyone tried to touch my private parts or tried to make
me touch theirs or if they were doing anything
inappropriate to themselves I was to tell him.

After the time I saw Mr playing with himself

and got beaten up by Brother and
Brother Benedict, I went to see Brother . He said

he was fed up hearing about Mr [ S{§l]'s name and that he

would deal with it. That night, Mr LSS made a horse
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I was on rear up and I fell off. The next morning in
class Brother asked how I'd got on with the
ponies. I became upset and started crying. I told him
what had happened. Brother said that this was

Mr getting his own back at me for reporting him.
I told him my head was sore. He had a look and saw the
cuts on the back of my head.

When I was home some weekends, I told my dad what
was goling on at St Ninian's, but just like when I was at
St John Bosco's he didn't believe the men of the cloth
would do such things. I told him about banging my head
when I fell off the horse. Dad never did anything about
what I told him. I wasn't getting believed and there
was no one I could turn to.

I left St Ninian's in 1967 when I was 12, nearly 13.
I'm not sure why I was allowed to leave. They never
told me. When I was leaving, Brother Benedict told me
that I should stick in at school or would end up back in
a place like that. I told him I didn't want to go back
because it wasn't a nice place and I had no respect for
anyone there because of the way I had been treated.

I told him that I wasn't there to be punched and
kicked.'

In paragraphs 91, 92 and 93 the witness speaks about

being back at home after St Ninian's.
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It was run by Brothers, but I don't know what the
religious order was. Brother was .
Other staff were Brother Benedict, Brother and
Brother , who had all been at St Ninian's when
I was there. They wore long robes with something at
their neck.

There was a lady who would have been in her 40s
worked on the education side in the classrooms. I can't

remember her name. There were civilian teachers who

came to teach us. Mr LB was a metalwork teacher,
Mrwas a woodwork teacher. They came from

outside the school. mwas the gardener and he

was a really decent man, he was involved in a lot of
sport and tried to get all the boys involved.

Brotherwas the first Brother I met. He
showed me to my dorm which was called Killiecrankie.
This was the pee-the-bed dorm because I wet the bed. We
were woken at 7.30 am in the morning by someone putting
the lights on and clapping their hands and shouting
"Rise and shine". There were about ten single beds in
my dorm. There was nothing else. We would get up and
then washed/dressed and go for breakfast.'

In paragraphs 106 to 108 the witness speaks of
mealtimes, washing and clothing.

Between paragraphs 109 and 117 he speaks about
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various aspects of the routine at St Joseph's, including
leisure time, trips, home leave, schooling, healthcare,
religious instruction, work, birthdays and Christmases
and personal possessions.

I'll read the statement from paragraph 118, page 27:

'Although I was in a dorm for bed wetters I think
I had stopped wetting the bed by that time and I never
wet my bed at St Joseph's. In this dorm we didn't wear
pyjamas like the other boys. We wore nightshirts. This
made us different and stood out from the rest. It was
degrading. When any of other boys wet their beds they
were given a change of clothing and bedding and allowed
to shower. I always tried to reassure those boys and
tell them not to worry about it and it was just one of
those things.

Brother was always on duty through the night.
He often came in and put his hands under the covers to
check if any bedsheets were wet. He wasn't happy if he
found wet sheets and he put the lights on in the dorm so
that woke most of us up. He did this so everyone knew
who had wet the bed. If I heard him coming into the
room I would sit up with my back against the wall and
tell him he didn't need to check me because my bed was
dry. One night Brotherwas going round the dorm

checking the beds and I heard one of the boys shouting
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at him that he peed out the front and not the back.
I assumed from that Brother had touched his bum.
My mum and dad never visited me when I was at
St Joseph's. I saw them when I was home on my weekend
leave. I'm not aware of anyone else or anyone high up
in the church visiting.
One time I told Mr that he wasn't much of

a jolner. He sent me to see Brother

SNR . He told me that I shouldn't speak to

members of staff like that. I told him about
Mr throwing his mallet about and he said that
he would speak to him about it. After that I was sent
out to pick up litter, but I just went away and sat in
a corner.

After I had been there for about three months I ran
away because of the way Brother Benedict treated me.
I got fed up with him constantly having a dig at me and
because I never got to go home at Christmas time.
Another boy from Glasgow ran away with me. This would
have been in January 1969. We managed to thumb a 1lift
to Edinburgh, then a bus inspector let us on a bus going
to Glasgow for nothing. We had taken some peoples'
washing off lines to change our clothes so we wouldn't
be recognised. When I got to Glasgow I waited until my

dad was away to work before I went into the house. My
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mum wasn't happy that I'd run away. I was away about
four or five days and decided to give myself up and
handed myself into the police station. Brother
picked me up and took me back to St Joseph's.

There was a cross-country race in Callander one
weekend a few months later. I was supposed to be on
weekend leave. Mr arranged it so that after the
race on Friday he dropped me at Stirling Bus Station for
me to go home. Instead of returning on the Sunday I was
to go back on the Monday. Before we left in the
minibus, Brother Benedict said to me that I had better
win the race otherwise I should keep running. I told
him he was off his head. He tried to grab me but
Mr intervened and told him to leave me. I didn't
win the race but I took Brother Benedict to his word and
I didn't go back when I was supposed to. I went to
Glasgow and stayed with friends all over the place.

I knew the police were looking for me. I did this for
around two months, all the time avoiding the police.

I went home at some point and my dad phoned the police.
Brother came to my house and picked me up and
took me back to St Joseph's.

For my last two months I was moved into one of the
houses on the grounds of the school. This would have

been in- 1969. It was far better in there.
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I had my own room and my own space and there was always
plenty of food. It had its own dining room too. It
almost felt like being in a bed and breakfast, you could
shower or bath every day if you wanted and you had
privacy. There were civilian staff in there that looked
after us. It was a man and his wife, whose names
I can't remember. They always made the boys feel very
welcome. The Brothers didn't have anything to do with
us in there but still went to school classes. We didn't
get taught to cook or anything like that in the house.
Brother Benedict, when I saw him on my first or
second day at St Joseph's, asked me if I hadn't learned
my lessons because I was back in care. After that, he
kept having digs at me. Brother Benedict was still
doing the electric shock treatment that he did at
St Ninian's. I avoided his classes so 1t never happened
to me, but I know he was doing it to the younger boys.
If Mr the metalwork teacher, caught you
talking in his class he threw small bits of metal at
you. I'm not sure if they ever hit anyone.
Mrwas the woodwork teacher and if he was
annoyed at you he would throw his wooden mallet.
Because of this he got the nickname ". He
threw the mallet at me once but missed. I told him that

it nearly hit me and he said that if he wanted to he
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would have hit me. When I ran away from St Joseph's
Brother picked me up and took me back. On the
way back I told him I didn't like the way

Brother Benedict kept having digs at me.

After I got back, I had a shower and got dressed.
When I was still in the shower room Brother Benedict
came in and obviously Brother ¥ had told him what
I said. He said something about having a dig at me then
punched me on the back. He said that the next time he
would dig me on the chin. I told him he wouldn't and
called him pathetic and not right in the head. I told
him that was the last time he would put his hands on me,
because I would sort him out and end up in the secure
unit.

One time I was speaking to Mr , the gardener.
He said that he had noticed that Brother Benedict didn't
like me. I told him that we had a history because he

used to give me electric shocks when I was at

St Ninian's. I said to Mr that Brother Benedict
was a horrible man. Mr said he had two sons of

his own and would hate to see them in anywhere like
this. I told him once that a lot of the boys were
damaged goods and beyond repair, but he said it was
never too late. He tried his best to put the boys on

straight and narrow.
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After Brother Benedict punched me in the back in the
showers I saw Mr . I told him about
Brother Benedict digging me in the back. He made

comment about Brother Benedict being a bully and

Mr W knew I had been at St Ninian's at the same
time as Brother Benedict, Brotherand

Brother . Mr [V just told me to keep my head

down. I told him about Brother and that he knew
what was going on at St Ninian's and Mragreed
that Brother should have done something about it.
I don't know what Mr did with the information

I passed to him. I never told anyone else about what
was goling on at St Joseph's.

I left St Joseph's on_1969. I remember
that date because it was the day I turned 15. I was
taken back to Glasgow with some other boys who were
going home for weekend leaves_ I went
to my mum and dad's. I knew for guite a while before
that day that I would be leaving on that day when I was
155

In paragraphs 132 and 133 the witness speaks of his
life after St Joseph's.

In paragraphs 134 to 154 the witness discusses his
time at Glenochil and that has already been read in,

my Lady, in Chapter 1. That was read in on
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Brother but that wasn't always the case.

Bed wetting was never an issue for me, but it was
for other boys. They had a dorm in the main house
called "Killiecrankie", where they would place all the
boys who wet their beds. I have since found out
Killiecrankie 1s a place next to a river, so that makes
sense. There were about eight boys in that dorm. They
had special beds with plastic sheets. I don't know what
else the staff did with the boys in that dorm because
I was never in there.

I don't remember there being any punishments for
those boys who wet their beds. However, placing them in
a separate dorm didn't particularly help them because
everybody else would know why they were placed there.
That would lead to them getting some stick from the
other boys. That wasn't a constant thing, but now and
again it would be mentioned.

You were supervised everywhere you went. The only
place where there was less supervision was in the
cottages, where they weren't really Brothers around.
You felt as if you weren't under supervision all the
time when you were there, that was unlike other areas
within St Joseph's.'

He then talks about the marks system.

Moving on to paragraph 58:
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'"The only time they gave you the belt was if you
absconded. I don't remember it being used in the
classrooms or as part of your schooling. It was used
purely for when boys ran away. In my experience, the
belt wasn't always used when you ran away. I think it
only happened once to me. I don't know whether that was
because, in my case, I still ran away after they gave me
it. Brother , SNR , was the person who
administered the belt. When you received that
punishment, it was given in his office and there was no
one else there. He would hit you six times over your
clothes on your backside.'

He then talks about abuse in the following
paragraphs, and I'll start looking at that at
paragraph 59:

'Ms ISl vas the housemother attached to south
cottage. She and Brother were the only staff
members who were in the cottage. Ms stayed at

one end of the cottage and Brotherstayed at

the other end. They had their own rooms or apartments.

It was very seldom that Brother M was around in

the cottage. He was quite busy all the time because he

wasat St Joseph's. He was always away

doing his business. I remember that he was ultimately

replaced by Brother as a housefather during my
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time in the cottage. I don't know where
Brother went after that. Ms was the
staff member who did all the work looking after the boys
in the cottage.

I was eventually moved to south cottage. I'm not
sure exactly when that happened. It would have been
months rather than weeks after I arrived. It all began
in the dining hall in south cottage. There were about
four or five tables there. I remember that during meal
times Ms was the only adult who would be present.
Brotherate all his meals elsewhere. I used
to have a bad habit of leaning back on my chair and one
breakfast Mstold me off for doing that. I later
finished my meal, asked to leave the table and Ms
refused. I might have been a bit abrupt in asking her
that because she had told me off earlier. I ignored
her, stood up and walked out anyway. Ms LSS followed
me out and got me in the hall outside. She had me up
against the wall and gave me a talking to. She was
close to me and I couldn't move. I can't remember
exactly what she said, but it was along the lines of
"You don't behave like this". She then made me stay in
the corridor for a good 20 or 30 minutes whilst everyone
was getting ready to go up to the main house for the

day. At the time I thought she was just pressurising me
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and had been a bit too close to me when she told me off.

After that incident, it was as if she was
concentrating on me all the time. It wasn't anything
bad, she just paid me a lot of attention. At nighttime
in the dorm she would come in, sit on my bed and talk to
me for ages. It could have been 20 minutes to half
an hour each time. Other boys would be there trying to
sleep in their beds. Eventually a single room became
available and I was moved into that room. I can't
remember whether I was due to go into a single room or
not. Ms continued to come in and sit on my bed
and talk to me after I was moved into the single room.
We would talk for ages.

It was all gradual and didn't all start happening in
one night. It all could have happened over a period of
weeks or a month, after some time she started touching
me. It quickly escalated to her touching me in a sexual
manner. Things snowballed from there. She would come
into my room every night. She would stay between half
an hour and an hour. After a while she got me to touch
her in a sexual manner. I don't think I was sexually
active by that time, so everything was new to me. It
didn't progress to anything further, that was basically
s

I don't think Mswwas doing the things she was
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doing to me to other boys. I remember her being
particularly friendly with a boy who arrived at the
cottage before I arrived, but I never saw anything
happen. I don't know whether she progressed things with
him in the same way as she did with me.

After some time, I went away on home leave and
failed to return. The cottage was a place for those
boys who behaved so when I was caught and brought back,
I thought I would be moved back to the main building.
However, that didn't happen to me. I was moved back
into south cottage. Looking back, I think Ms
made sure I was returned to the cottage. A few weeks
later I absconded again, I was away for about eight
hours with another boy before being caught. When I was
returned to St Joseph's I was told I was getting
returned to the cottage. It could have been Mr IS
who told me that, but I can't be sure. When I was
told that by the staff member concerned, I told him
I didn't want to be returned there. When I said that he
asked me why I didn't want to go back to the cottage.

I made up that I was getting too much stick from the
other boys in the cottage. It was all an excuse to try
and get out of the cottage. That night I stayed in the

main house. During breakfast the following day Mr

MJL told me I was wanted over in the cottage by
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When I went over to the cottage, Ms [SHJ spoke

with me and tried to persuade me to return to the
cottage. I just told her that I couldn't handle the
pressure and hassle I was getting from the other boys.
I was only in the cottage for about 30 and 40 minutes
before I got back to the main building. That was the
end of things after that. I ended up staying in the
main house until I left St Joseph's for good.

I didn't report what was happening to the police on
the occasions they brought me back after running away.
They didn't ask me why I had run away. I didn't tell
anybody at all about what was happening. I didn't feel
that anyone was wanting to listen or would understand
what was going on. There was nobody I felt I could have
reported what was going on to. I don't think there was
anyway that I could have reported what I experienced
during my time at St Joseph's.

Looking back, I can't think of what they could have
put in place to have allowed me to comfortably report
what was happening. Whatever would have been in place
would have resulted in everybody watching everybody else
constantly. There was nobody available to tell what was
happening. There was no way I could have spoken to

a member of staff about what was happening. Even if
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Remand Centre:

'TI don't remember how the decision was made that
I was to go to St Ninian's School. of
Calder House came to see me and said I was being sent to
an Approved School. He said if I behaved eventually
I would get home at weekends. He said, "All the best,
on you go". I moved the same week that spoke
to me.

A man came to Calder House in a big sports car.
I'd never met him before. I don't know if he was
a social worker or just a driver. I put my clothes on.
The man gave me a Crunchie chocolate bar and it was put
in my top pocket. The man took me to St Ninian's out by
Aberfoyle, Gartmore. We didn't talk about where I was
going, who it was run by or how many people were in it.
The man just asked if I liked sports cars and Crunchies.

St Ninian's was run by the De La Salle Brothers.
The Brothers wore black robes with a collar that came
down in two pieces at the front. St Ninian's was
another big mansion, like Smyllum. It was in its own
grounds and there appeared to be loads of land about it.
It was all boys at St Ninian's. There was one big
building. The boys were split into four houses. I was
in St George's, our colour was red. We had our own

playroom and TV room. The house next to ours was
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yellow. St Patrick's was down the corridor. There was
St Peter's and I can't remember the last one. The
houses were all run by civilian staff.

There were about 15 boys in St George's. We all
slept in the same dormitory. They were a good bunch of
lads. The oldest lad was about 13 years old.

As you walked in the door of the main building there
were steps that went down. That was the lower level.
When you went to the back of the building there was
a verandah at that lower level. The dining hall was
down there to the left.

I didn't trust the Brothers. It was a religious
place again. I had every right not to trust the
Brothers, they weren't to be trusted. Most of the
Brothers were Irish. I'd never heard of the
De La Salle Brothers before. I thought they were
priests.

There were loads of Brothers, about 20 or 25

altogether. Most of the Brothers were Irish, some of
them were all right. changed while I was at
St Ninian's. I can't remember BN name.

bloke and I liked him. You could trust him. Nine times

out of ten anything to do with school would go through
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Brother . Our dorm was run by Brother .

He was a good bloke. He was an old guy and a secret
alcoholic. He kept a bottle under his bed.
Brother was as good as gold. He wouldn't harm
a fly.

Other Brothers were Brotherand
Brother Damian. Brotherwas the youngest brother
at St Ninian's, he was Irish. Brotherwas dodgy.
He got me on my own in the dormitory and put his hands
up my shorts. He came to St Ninian's from another
house. He didn't last long. They soon got rid of
Brother

Brother was all right. He was a nice man.
Brothercouldn't look after us at nighttime
because he was an alcoholic, so Brother used to

come round. Brother (RS

taught me to play the
guitar. Brother had farm animals, goats and
chickens, in a walled garden.

There were two women who worked as chefs in the
kitchen, two women who were seamstresses and a matron
who looked after medical stuff and took us to medical
appointments.

There were lay staff, they were all men. Mr

ran the dorm in the next door to ours. He was okay.

Some of the lads liked him. There was also a Mr LSS
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' ran St Patrick's, he was in his 20s. He

was a dirty bastard. He was a civilian member of staff
who molested boys, he was a sicko. tried it
on with me and I told him where to go. He got chucked
out of St Ninian's.

Mrwas a bully. You didn't cross him
because he would strike you down. He was a civilian who
came in to teach. I don't know if he was a gualified
teacher, he taught English and physical education, we
called it PT.

Mr McTaggart drove me to St Ninian's, it was my
tenth birthday. I remember arriving there and it was
a sunny day. Everybody was out running about and

playing football on the grass. There were blokes with

black robes on. I got introduced to the Brothers and
civilian staff. I thought there would be no running
away from there, because I didn't know where I was. It

was in the middle of nowhere. The man who had driven me
there spoke to somecne, I don't know if it was the head
Brother.

I went down the seamstress. She got me all kitted
out with clothes. I was given a Sunday best outfit,
play boots and shorts, boots and shorts for school and
sandals. I had a shower and got changed into my kit.

In the boot room where we all lined up and got counted
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I was shown which box was mine. You kept your play
boots in the box.

I was ten years old and I got a number. It was the
first time I had a number. The number was on your
clothes, on everything you had. I went to the
playground and shared my Crunchie with another lad. He
became my pal because I had the Crunchie. I felt I had
been chucked in at the deep end.

We slept in dormitories. The night watchman came
round St Ninian's as well. He was a little bloke from
Gartmore village. I didn't know his name. The night
watchman came around every night. He came into the
dormitory and checked who was in bed. If lads wet the
bed, the night watchman would get them up and take them
to the toilet. One or two lads got up during the night
to go to the toilet.

Brother got you up in the morning. You got
washed, changed for school and went down for breakfast.
After breakfast, we went to school. Most of the
teachers were okay, except for Mr . School was
in a different complex in the grounds, but away from the
main building.

We went back to the main building for lunch. After
lunch we had play time in the field at the side of the

building. We got plenty of fresh air at St Ninian's.
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social services and drive me back to St Ninian's. When
I got back, whoever was on duty would go mad. They'd
take me downstairs, strip me off and put me in the
shower. That wasn't a punishment. It was to make sure
I was clean. Whoever was on would put you in the
shower. Normally it was Brother because he was
in charge of St George's. Every now and again it would
be [EH

If you had done anything wrong it was written in
a book next to your number. This was done by the
brothers and staff member. They carried a little book
around with them and wrote down everything that
happened. The Brothers were bastards. They were strict
about everything. Some of the Brothers were predators.
The Brothers would give you a backhander. They would
hit you for anything. They hit you on the back of the
legs with their hands. I saw a lad's legs getting swept
from under him and he fell on his back. You have
a bloke who becomes a monk and for some reason they seem
to take it out on the kids. Brothers would pick on
certain individuals. Not necessarily me. Other lads
got bullied by the Brothers.

You knew which Brothers and civilian staff you could

trust and who you couldn't trust in St Ninian's. You
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Brother You stayed well clear of them. I knew
I couldn't trust them through my own experience with
and Brother and through other lads.
Other lads told me these men were touching them up and
things like that. I just heard things about

Brother I didn't have any dealings with him.

Once, after I'd been returned to St Ninian's by the
police, Mrwashed me in the sink. I was 11 years
old. I said to him that I wanted tc get in the shower
but he said I had to stand in the sink and he would wash
me. I was stripped off, as I stood in the sink
Mr touched me all over. I was pushing him off,
telling him to get off me. He shouldn't have been

touching me and I knew it. I had been warned about

Mr by the other lads. He picked me out of the
sink. I got dressed and he took me back to my
dormitory.

Brother had only just come to St Ninian's when
he said to me that he'd heard I played the guitar. He
asked me if I wanted to come up to the dormitory and
have a little practice. Straightaway alarm bells were
ringing, but I wanted to see what his guitar was like.
Brother said to go to the dormitory because his
guitar was in the room. Brother s room was off

the dormitory, up a spiral staircase in the staff
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quarters. All the other lads were in the common room.
He went up and got his guitar and came back to the
dormitory.

I was wearing short trousers and Brother put
his hand up my shorts. I pushed him off, picked up my
guitar and walked away. I never saw Brotherfor
a couple of days after that. A few weeks later
Brotherwas gone from St Ninian's.

Brother battered you all the time. He was

a sicko. When I was 10 or 11 years old,

Brother came into the class one day and called
me down to his office. He sat me on his knee. I Jjumped

off and asked him what he was doing. Brother

said he just wanted to talk to me. I knew straightaway,
I had a sixth sense. I ran out of the room and he
didn't come after me. Other boys had been called into

his office and told me Brotherwas dodgy. He

touched boys up. His office was in the education block.

Brother would call boys over to his office

when no one was in the education block. The boys would

be out having play time or outdoor activities.

We were in PT and Mrtold us not to jump
on the trampoline. I Jjumped on it. Everyone was goling

back to their classes after PT. He called me back.

Mr said that when he told me to do something,
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I did it. Then he punched me on the head with a closed
Fist.

Mr LS beat lads with a cane on the back of their

legs. He never hit me with a cane, but I saw him
battering lads with it in the play yard. I don't know
what the battering was for.

I wrote to my uncle and told him about Mr
punching me. My uncle was only 18 years old at the
time. I looked up to him. When I went home for the
weekend, he said what was all that about? I told my
uncle I had been punched and smacked, he told me to
fight back, but when you're a small kid you can't
overpower an adult.

I went to the Children's Panel after my 13th
birthday. No one warned me about going to the panel.
The staff just said to put these clothes on. I was
dressed all nice with a tie and long trousers, which was
a rarity. I was put in a car and I asked where I was
going. They said I was going to Coatbridge. I asked if
I was going to see my grandmother and they said I was
going to the panel. The staff said I was going home to
my grandmother. I was a teenager now.

At the panel a few people spoke and looked through
forms. My grandmother was there. The social worker was

Mr McTaggart. The panel said I could go with my
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LADY SMITH: I wonder if we should break now and hold this
statement over for the remainder to be read later.
Perhaps after the witness who is due at 2 o'clock.
We'll do that.

Thank you wvery much. Before I rise, I've mentioned

a number of names already this week and last week. New

ones I think today were Brother Brother
v (I v and somebody called Mr

. I don't think any other new names cropped up.
They are not to be identified outside this room, not
at this stage in any event. Thank you.

(12.55 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, the next witness 1is an applicant. He
wants to remain anonymous and to use the pseudonym
'Neil' when giving evidence.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Neil' (sworn)

LADY SMITH: 'Neil', a couple of things before we start your
evidence.

There is a red folder on the desk there. It has

a typed version of your statement in it, you may find it
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Protestant so she was, and she played the piano and she
would always play -- an Orange song on the piano and
that sort of got my father upset, so it did, but it was
a laugh. We all laughed at it.

You also give us some background about your primary
school situation. I don't want the name of the primary
school, but I just want you to tell me what happened to
you at primary school?

At the age of five, there were two nuns, a Sister --

We don't need to know their names, but tell us what

happened.

Okay. There were these two nuns school.
They were NS thc school. You know like

the school, so they did. And they were -- they
used to -- they went around all the children and they

would have a look at them and as far as I was concerned
in the dining hall I didn't like cabbage, cabbage made
me sick and the nun -- one of the nuns in particular she
got right on this, so she did, and she used to stand
behind my chair and I wouldn't eat the cabbage and

I would put it aside and she would force me to eat the
cabbage, which would make me sick, violently sick, into
the plate and then she would make me eat my sick and if

I didn't eat it, if I refused, she would drag me up to

107












10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Was it all boys who were being accommodated?

Yeah.

Did you form any impression as to how many boys may have
been there when you were there?

Well over 100.

It had to accommodate that sort of number of boys?

Yeah, because there was three or four wings full of
dormitories.

Can I just ask you about the staff. These were civilian
staff?

Yeah.

o vas ho was
There was a Mr who was the .

I remember him very well. There was a few other men in

charge as well.

You mention in your statement a Mr

Mr ke i Mrwas a schoolteacher, so he was.
You also mention a Mr Docherty.

Mr Docherty was another schoolteacher.

Was the same staff the same the two times you were
there?

Sorry?

Was it the same staff who were there?

All the same, yes.
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Did you wet the bed?

Yes.

Was the dormitory that you were placed in specifically
for boys who wet the bed?

There was a few. Not in Larchgrove. There was not
a specific dormitory for that in Larchgrove that

I remember, but other places there was, vyes.

You go on in your statement to tell us about the
routine, for example, older children went to work in
work parties?

Yeah. There was a garden party, there was schooling.
There was other classes like -- maybe toy making or
something like that, woodwork.

You at the age of 13, did you go to school?

Yeah.

You tell us about bedtime and sometimes there would be
fights between gangs of boys?

Yeah.

Was there a gang culture there?

There was a gang culture, yeah.

Would these fights take place in the evening?

Yes.

Was Mr your teacher?
Mr -- Mr and Mr Docherty, they had two

different classes running at the same time. Maybe one
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was for maths and one was for maybe geography or history
or whatever the case may be. So if you were going for
history, say, you would go to Mr Docherty's, if you were
going for maths, maybe go to Mr 's. It would
change through the week, every day of the week.

You have indicated the periods that you spent there
which are relatively short periods, but were you ever
visited by a social worker during either of these
periods?

To be honest with you, I can't remember being in front
of a social worker. There was one social worker who
was -- I think maybe I've seen him a couple of times
before I went to the Larchgrove establishment, but

I never ever seen him after that.

You have talked about bed wetting and --

My bed wetting didn't start until that happened in my
primary school, because of what the nuns did to me.
That's when my bed wetting started.

How did you find bed wetting was being treated when you
were in Larchgrove?

It was quite embarrassing, yeah.

In what way?

Maybe with other inmates recognising what had happened
to you and maybe saying this or that in regards to

wetting the bed, just calling out to you and just names.
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You were being ridiculed by other boys?

Yeah, yeah.

Can I just ask you what you mean by this in paragraph 48
of the statement, this is when you are looking at
discipline:

'T think the staff in there tried to be
preventative. They would smack you if you were out of
line. That happened to me a few times.'

When you use the word 'preventative', what do you
mean?

Maybe they were trying to be -- prevent you from getting
into trouble, you know, things like that.

I do want to ask you about other things that happened to
you when you were in Larchgrove and you tell us about
that in your statement.

In particular, vyou begin by saying Mr was
a bad man?

Yeah.

Can you just develop that for me?

On a couple of occasions Mr -- I've seen him
doing it before with other children, before he came
across me, recognised me as being in his class.

They seemed to be all small children. He would
leave the taller ones -- he wouldn't mess about with the

taller children. It was all small children that he
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A. There was a Mr who was in charge. He was quite

a regimental type of guy.

Q. _during your time?
Q. I'll come to see why_

Are you still wetting the bed when you are at
Howdenhall?

A. Yes.

Q. Was the regime different there to what it had been at
Larchgrove?

A. Yeah, it was a totally different regime. It was more
relaxed. You had a good classroom and the teacher
there, an old Mr Moyes, he was brilliant, so he was. He
was really good.

Q. You go on to tell us in your statement, the way you put
it is, 'Things were okay to begin with, then they
started to go wrong'.

A. Yes.

Q. What started to go wrong?

A. Me and two other children -- I was always musically
minded as a child, because I used to listen to the radio
when me and my mother were in the house ourselves and
I used to watch the television. I used to watch The
Beatles at the London Palladium back in 1963 and so

I had all this music in my head and I always liked to --
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to cut a long story short, me and these other two boys,
it was only three of us in the dorm and these two boys,
if I can remember right, I'm sure they came from another
home, you know, like Quarriers, I'm sure they were
transferred from Quarriers Homes to Howdenhall.

I'm sure -- I definitely met two boys that was there
anyway from Quarriers.

The two boys anyway that were in my dormitory, we
were singing one night and it was about 12 o'clock at
night but we were singing very -- I don't think we were
singing loud. We were singing quite low, because we
knew all the other children in the dormitories, they
would be sleeping and the door opened and this Mr
came in and he says, 'Come on, out, the three of you'.
We had these thin worn out striped pyjamas on, you know,
cotton, all washed out and very thin. You could put
your fingers through them.

He has told us to come out in the corridor and all
the lights were out, except for maybe one light or
something like that, like a bulb or something. So it
was quite dark and he told us to -- there were tiles on
the floor and he's told us to line up on this line, the
three of us, and then they told us to touch our toes and
he had a school strap, you know, the leather ones?

It was known as the 'tawse'?
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Welts, black and blue welts across my buttocks and

I think the two boys -- something happened anyway and
the police got involved.

Can you tell me what happened then when the police got
involved?

The police came in. They took the three of us to,

I think it was either -- I don't know if it was maybe
Edinburgh High Court building or something to do with
photography, a police photography building and they took
photographs of us and a couple of days later Mr
was sacked on the spot, so he was. He was told to leave
the job. I don't know, still to this day, i1f he was
charged with anything or ... I've tried to archive, but
I've never been able to find anything.

Was this then when Mr Larson -

Yes.

Did Mr Larson ask you to go to his office?

Yes.

What was his reasoning behind that?

He had told me it when he took me to his office, he says
because I was the only child from Glasgow in this place.
All the rest were from East Lothian or other -- and
Edinburgh or other places outwith and he sat me down and
he says, listen, he says, 'What happened to you is --

nothing like that is ever going to happen to you again
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as long as I'm here'.
He says, 'You'll be looked after'. He said so
I don't want you to worry about anything like that
again. You know, words to that effect.
Did he apologise?
He apologised to me for what happened, yes.
Thereafter, did you have a sense that he was looking out
for you?
Definitely. Every day for 17 weeks after that and he
used to come into -- there was a common room where we
all sat and played draughts or chess, there was
a snooker table, there was a pool table. It was called
the common room, where all the children would all
congregate and there would be a number of staff there
looking after the children as well in this common room.
He would come in every day, because he did a round.
He always walked about the place just to make sure -- he
would always come up to me and say, 'How are you? Are
you okay?' You know, every day he would, without --
never a day went by without him asking if I was okay,
you know what I mean. He was quite caring that way and
I got on great with him, you know, he was a good guy.
In the early period when you were at Howdenhall, you

mention another civilian, Mr
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A.

What happened in connection with Mr

Mr to me when I look back on it, I felt as if --
Mr was a sort of a guy that was maybe ex-military
as well, it was as if something had went wrong in his
life and he was maybe taking it out on children. That's
the only way I can describe this guy.

What would happen?

I mean, children are children at the end of the day. If
he heard a child swearing, like he did with me,

I would -- I got into an argument over maybe a chess
game or a draughts or whatever the case may be and

I would swear, you know, saying a swear word and Mr m
would hear it and he would just lash out at you and --
How would he lash out at you?

With his hand.

Which part of your body?

Here. (Indicated)

The side of your face?

Yeah.

The side of your head?

Yes. And it would be a full force, but if you're

a child thinking you're on a chair, you're going on the
floor, which I did.

Did this happen to you on more than one occasion?

I think maybe two or three times.
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Did you see if he did this to other boys?
He did it to other children as well. I'm sure he did,
yes. He was gquite strict that way, so he was.
Then coming back to Mr Larson, the way you describe him
in paragraph 106 is:

'He was the perfect kind of person to be working in
a care institution, because he cared for the children.'
Yes. Can I just say something?

Of course.

The scenario with Mrhappened -Mr Larson
]

I understand that. That's why I was going to take you
to paragraph 108, because you say there that --

I didn't mention to Mr Larson about Mr ‘s carry on.
Nevertheless what you tell us at 108 is that Mr
never hit you again after Mr Larson --

That's right.

-- was in harness?

That's right. Because it was 1f he seen that Mr Larson
was coming to me every day and asking me if everything
was all right, so that's probably why Mr == plus
the fact I had sort of calmed down after it as well,
because of what had happened to me with Mr So

I wasn't a sweary child anymore. It was if as 1f I was

thanking Mr Larson for maybe understanding and --
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From the families that they came from, they were
respected by other criminals, but maybe, you know, in
that regard.
Let's look at the staff for a moment or two, 'Neil'.
You say in your statement that when
you were there, was Brother [[EEJF
Yes.
You describe him as a very strict, but fair man?
Yes.
Did each house that we talked about, have a housemaster?
Yes.
Who was your housemaster?
That was a civilian?
Yes.
Did any houses have a Brother as the housemaster?
Yes, there was a Brother who had St Andrew's
House.
I think Brother Benedict had Columba's or
5t Ninian's House.
I was in the De La Salle House, who was Mr 's.
He was the head of that. There was four houses.
You have mentioned a couple of Brothers there,
Brother Benedict and you have talked about Brother [JBEl}

In your statement you mention another Brother,
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Brother

Brother .

Brother

Brother , Brother , Brother

There was a Brother who nobody ever saw. He
was kept away from everybody in the top of the main
building somewhere. He was looked after by the Brothers
for some reason or another, he was old and --

He had nothing to do with the running of the
establishment?

He had nothing to do with the running.

Can I ask you a little bit about the daily routine,
'Neil'. Let's look at the mornings.

How are you managed in the mornings when you had to
get up?

You got up, you made your bed, you went down to the main
hall. Obviously they probably did a count of each hall
... each house.

Would somebody come to wake you up in the morning?

Yeah.

Who would do that?

Either one of the Brothers or one of the housemasters.
In the evening then, when i1t was bedtime, how was that
managed?

Everybody was sent to their dorms at a certain time.
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it was where all the nuns were.

Was there one particular occasion when the boys were
being noisy?

Yeah, they were all carrying on and there was this guy,
Mr , he was a teacher, he taught there, and he
just lashed out at me. I was just sitting there
quietly. I wasn't carrying on or anything like that.

I ended up in there with a perforated eardrum because of
the viclence of the slap that he gave me.

Were you in pain for quite a period of time?

Yeah.

Can I ask you about another Brother, Brother Did
anything happen in connection with Brother

Yes, we were carrying on -- I was in one of the new
wings, one of the ... south cottages or something, north
or south cottage at the time, I had left the main
building and we were carrying on, we were having a carry
on in the dormitory and he came in and give me a few
punches here and there.

Did that happen once or more than once?

To be honest, I can't really remember about how many
times Brotherwould be like that, so it could only
have been the once.

Did you see him striking other boys?

Not that I can remember.
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Would he be saying anything to you when he did this?

Was he saying anything?

I can't remember what he actually said. He did say
something, but it was too long ago to remember what it
was.

Another Brother I want to ask you about is

Brother did you come across Brother
Yes, I did. He was like Brother Benedict, so he was, in
his attitude towards the children.

Can you explain?

This guy was totally insane, definitely.

Brother had been transferred from St Ninian's
Approved School for being totally violent to children in
that school. This is what I'm hearing. This is what
all the children heard about Brother so I don't
know if there's any truth in this.

How did he behave towards boys at St Joseph's?

Very violently.

Can you just describe what happened?

He would be -- he was another brother who would grab you
by the side of the hair and 1lift you just like one side.
He was wvery strong man, so he was, Brother , but
he would look at you with these mad eyes, so he would,
and he was quite frightening. He was quite

a frightening-looking man. They had these cassocks on,
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these black cassocks that went right down -- you
couldn't see their shoes, you know what I mean, but
there was a swing to them as well. There was -- and
with the white collar here. So it was like --
reassembled a nun's habit, but obviously not that, just
the collar, with the black smock.

You have mentioned the lifting then with the sideburns.
Did you see him do any other --

Yes, he was violent with his fists as well.

Did he hit you?

I think Brother hit me a couple of times.

Did you see him hit other boys?

And other boys.

With fists?

Yes.

If a boy misbehaved or there was fighting could you be
Yes.

Did that happen to you?

On a couple of occasions.

Were you being sent there to be punished?

Yes, you got the strap.

Where would you get the strap?

Depending on Brother [[BEIll whatever mood he was in, and

I still say to this day that I liked Brother

138






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Mr MacRulay.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady.

When you were in the Killiecrankie dormitory, was it
gowns you wore in bed?
Yes, they were -- we used to call them 'Willie Winkie
gowns'.
Was there a particular Brother who would come into the
dormitory to check the beds?
Yes.
Who was that?

Brother

Was short for —=

What would he do?

He would check every child's bed to see if they were
wet.

Can I just ask you to describe, look into your own
experience, what he did?

He would always -- he would give you a little -- he
would touch the bed to see if you were wet, then he
would wake you up and he would tell you to be quiet, so
that you didn't waken up any of the other children. He
would tell you to get out of bed, take your wet sheets

and he would take you to a shower room where there was
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case. That was never the case, because the other
children that it happened to in that dormitory with
Brother they were going through the same as me,
because as soon as I went back to sleep he would go on
to the next bed. I fell asleep very quickly, as far as
I can remember.

Did you see him take other children --

On several -- on several occasions I did see him taking
other children, so I can't say that I witnessed what
happened. I can only witness what I have seen, because
I knew that he would be touching the children again, the
same as what he did with me and if they were wet, he was
taking that child with him to go through the same
procedure as what I went through with the shower, the
changing of the bedding, whatever happened there I can't
say, because we never ever —-- the children never ever
discussed it between each other what actually happened.
It was kept -- you didn't want to. You were embarrassed
to say things that something had -- somebody had done to
you or made you do or, you know, coerced you into doing
something that you didn't want to do.

Did you, so far as these episodes with Brother
are concerned, mention these to anybody during your time
at St Joseph's?

No.
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Can I also ask you about Brother

Yes.

What can you tell me about Brother
Brother was -- he had to do with some of the

records of some of the children. He used to stand
outside his office when the children were all playing in
the playground at football, because there were hundreds
of footballs there and there was always a race to get to
the football basket to get a ball to play with.
Sometimes that ended up in a scrummage with all the
kids, but Brother would -- obviously if you
were new to the establishment then he would know which
child was new and what children were new and he would
have a list of them. He would call you in, these -- he
would call you in to go through some records, like
whatever the case may be.
Did that happen to you?
Yes, it did.
Can you tell me what happened once you were in his
office?
Brotherwas a touchy-feely Brother, so he was.
He was always putting his arms around you, even in the
yard, he would put his arms as if he was just carrying
on with you, but he was a touchy-feely sort of

a Brother.
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When he got you into the office he would sit you on

his knee. He was like that. And he was -- the exact
same as what happened with Brotherhappened with

What did happen?

He made me touch him.

Did he have an erection?

Yes.

Do you know if he ejaculated?

I can't remember.

What about you, did he touch you?

He would put his hands round, up between my legs.

As far as this happening to you would be concerned, did

this happen once or more than once?

With Brother I think it only happened the
once with Brother . I'm sure it only happened

the once. I can't remember.
Was that early on in your time at St Joseph's?
Yes.
Did you see him summon cther boys to his office?
Yas,
Would these be boys who were perhaps just newly there?
Yes.
I knew it was going on in the whole establishment.

I knew that Brotherknew what was going on in the
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establishment.

How did you know that?

It was if they were running the establishment the way

they wanted. Brotherwas the type of guy who

would -- you would see him at his office window all the

time, every day, looking down on the playground,

what was going on. If someone was running away,

looking

trying

to escape from the establishment, there was certain

prefects who were established by the Brothers, because

they were tall, big and strong.

Were they older boys?

Older, maybe by a year or so, but tall and big and

structured. More like the bullying type of boy,

as far

as -- most of the establishment were kids that were

small, smaller than them, much smaller than them.

Did you experience anything then from the prefects?

Yes.

What happened to you?

The exact same thing that would happen with

Brother and Brother .

Did that involve sexual acts?

Yes.

Were these sexual acts that you had to perform on them?

Yes.

Where did this happen?
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Do you know if this happened to other boys?

Yes, on a daily event, more, yeah, definitely, maybe

a couple of times, several times a week, maybe three or

four times a week.
Was this well known within the school?
It was well known and I know that for a

Brother knew what was going on.

fact that

How can you say that? How do you know that?

It's just the feelings I had. When I look back on it

and I can see the way the regime was being run and

Brotherknew the prefects were there to run. He

didn't need to use his staff. He knew.

It was 1if -- he

knew that the brothers knew that these prefects were

breaking down the hearts of these young

they could be abused by them as well.
That's just my personal feelings on

way I seen the outlook on it.

When you ran away on occasions did you,

away?

Yes, I did.

Is it the occasions that you didn't get

this behaviour would occur, because the

catch up with you?

Yes.

Was that the same with other boys?
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Yes, yes.
When you did get away, would you then be eventually
caught by the police?
Yes, yes.
Did the police ever ask you why you had run away?
Never.
Did you ever offer to tell them why you'd run away?
Do you know, I can't remember ever offering to tell them
and, to be honest with you, I don't think they would
have listened to you.
Were you punished then on your return?
Yes.
Who punished you?
Brother
What was the nature of the punishment?
The strap.
Was that on the hands or the bottom?
Both.
Was that over trousers, if it was the bottom?
Yes, trousers, the shorts, on the legs.
You say at paragraph 168:

'"The Brothers there were bad people, except
Brother who didn't do anything sexual and was
strict but fair.'

You say that you believe that Brother [[s/olll kriew that
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improper behaviour was going on?

I know it sounds contradictory to what I'm saying, as
far as he was being a fair person, a fair -- there were
two sides to the guy. He was fair in some aspects and
I can see where you're coming from there and I know it
sounds as if he was cruel, he was cruel to be unfair in
other aspects with the sexual side of things that was
going on and I do -- it's me personally, I feel -- me
personally I feel as if he knew.

You tell us that you were in St Joseph's for about

a year and you were released in- 1971, just before
you were 147

Yeah.

I think when you went home you were out of care, but you
go back into Larchgrove, is that right?

I went back into Larchgrove for a period of time,

I can't remember how long.

Was that essentially so social work reports could be
obtained?

For an another Approved School report.

You have told us about what happened previously with
Mr Was he still there when you went back?

He was still there, but I don't -- I can't remember
anything happening on the second occasion, sexually or

anything like that. I don't think anything happened
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then.

In any event, you ended up in St John's Residential
School in Glasgow, is that right?

Yes, it was right next door to Larchgrove.

You would be about 14 by then?

Yeah.

Although I think we do know it was run by the

De La Salle Order?

It was prior to civilian --

But it was civilian run when you went there?

Yes. But it was Brother [Ub®

actually was at St John's.
Before St Joseph's.

Before he went to St Joseph's.

Then you tell us that you were running away and caught
and you were reprimanded in Perth Prison for a few
weeks?

Yes.

How old were you then when you were in Perth Prison?

I was 15.

That was a new experience for you, because now you were
with adults?

I was still a juvenile, but St John's refused to take me
back. I appeared at Dundee Sheriff Court because I had
run away. When I ran away from St John's I went to

Dundee, with another boy from Dundee and he got caught
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answering my questions and telling the Inquiry what
happened to you.
My Lady, no applications have been submitted for

questions to be put to 'Neil'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Neil', you have already provided a detailed written
statement, which is valuable evidence to the Inguiry and
you have faced up to coming here today to talk in public
about some of what is in your statement and that's been
enormous helpful. I'm really grateful to you for being
able to do that. My thanks to you and now I'm glad to
be able to let you go and rest for the rest of today,
because I'm sure we've drained your energies quite
enough this afternoon.

Thank you, ma'am.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Just before we return to the read-in that we

broke off before the lunch break, some other names which
might be new, Mr , Mr Mr W
Mr Docherty, Mr , Mr Larson, Mr Moyes, Mr

Mr and brothers and , along with

Ms Reynolds were mentioned during that witness's
evidence and they are not to be identified outside this
room, not at this stage in any event.

Now, we return to the read-in.
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MR MACAULAY: I think there is time, my Lady, for
done.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
We left off just as we were approaching
paragraph 137.
MS MACLEOD: We did, my Lady.
'Ray' (read) (continued)
MS MACLEOD: Just for the transcript, this is the

of '"Ray' at WIT.001.003.0771 and I will begin

that to be

statement

from

paragraph 137, page 27, when the witness was being moved

from St Philip's School to St Joseph's School

Tranent:

in

'It wasn't that far from Coatbridge to Edinburgh but

to a kid it seemed like miles. I went to St Joseph's

when I was just 14 years old. I stayed there

months in 1974.

for a few

St Joseph's was another big, old conversion of

a mansion. There were three storeys. There were a lot

of grounds. It was all boys in St Joseph's.

There were

about 60 to 80, so it was a big place. There were a lot

of younger lads and some older. There was a lot of

civilian staff. I never really got to know the place.

I ran away-.

was at St Joseph's and, because of that,

I was taken to St Joseph's in a car by Mr McTaggart.
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Mr McTaggart said to me I'd have a hard time getting
home from this place. We were met at St Joseph's by one
of the Brothers. He might have been the head. I felt
all right going to St Joseph's until I realised it was
run by the De La Salle Brothers again. I realised
straightaway when I saw the robes and the collar.

I didn't get any explanation about the routine or
discipline at St Joseph's. I had to find out about it
for myself. I couldn't believe it when I got to

St Joseph's andwas there. He had been

transferred out of St Ninian's. I don't know why.
told me where I'd be sleeping. My clothes
were taken off me and I was given school clothes.

We slept in dormitories. There were five or six
boys in my dormitory. We were the same age, 13 or
14 years old. There were rcooms all the way along a big
corridor. I don't know who was in charge of what. One
day a Brother would come up in the morning. He would
tell us to get up, get washed and dressed. The next day
it would be civilian staff. There were individual
showers.

We got up and went down for breakfast on the bottom
floor. It was the holidays so there was no school. You

could play in the grounds. The food was okay. You

weren't forced to eat it. picked a few lads
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one who gave me any advice. The Brother said to come
back, keep my nose clean and a few months down the line
I could be released from St Joseph's. He said I could
be my own man again.

I ran away twice from St Joseph's. The reason I ran

away was because was at St Joseph's,
I didn't want to be near or among Brothers

again. The first time four or five of us absconded from
St Joseph's. The staff chased us over fields. The
Brothers got farmers to get tractors to catch us. TWe
got into Edinburgh and split up.

I stole a car and I got caught by the police and
taken back to St Joseph's. The police didn't bother
asking why I'd run away. The police didn't have a word
with the people at St Joseph's. They should have done.
The police should have been finding out what was going
on and why so many lads were running away. The police
took you back and that was you out of their hands.

When I got back, the Brothers were scowling at me
and not talking. No one sat me down and asked why I had
run away. I stayed for a few weeks, then I got home
leave for the weekend. I went back to St Joseph's after
home leave that time.

The second time I ran away I stole a car and drove

back to Coatbridge. The police caught me, a message
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came from the police station and I ended up in

Longriggend Remand Centre. If I had been asked then why

I was running away, I would have told somebody. I would

have told them I was being ill treated at St Joseph's.
Nothing abusive happened to me at St Joseph's.

GZI

stayed away from me at St Joseph's, I was

older and wiser and not a ten-year old little boy.

I knew what that was about. avoided me, he
tried to make friends with me. I think was

a bit wary in case I said anything about St Ninian's, he
tried to give me his 12-string guitar, I said I didn't
want it. He was always sniffing about the boys.
was a sexual predator, I knew that from
St Ninian's.

I think abuse did go on at St Joseph's. There was
a little guy from Fife who ran away with me, I can't

remember his name. He wanted to run away because of

something to do with he didn't say anything
specific but I knew what he meant. was

always around him, shouting at him, telling him to come
over. There was obviously something sexual going on.
The little guy was properly traumatised. I felt very
sorry for him. I said I'd get him back to his folks in
Fife and we ran away.

Me and the wee guy from Fife ran away. I had just
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