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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GMX

Support person present. No

1. My name isMy date of birth is-1939. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Background and qualifications

2. My qualifications include a Master of Arts honours degree in Psychology, a Diploma
in Education and a further Diploma in Educational Psychology. | was an Associate
Fellow of the British Psychological Society. | was a Chartered Clinical Psychologist
and a Chartered Forensic Psychologist registered with my professional body the
British Psychological Society and also with the Health and Care Professions Council
(HCPC).

3. Between 1963 and 1965 | was a teacher at Peebles High School.
| then qualified as an educational psychologist and started with Glasgow Educational
Services in 1965. From 1969 until 1983 | was the head of Psychological Services at

Glasgow with a commitment to the Scottish Prison Service|ji}

Polmont YOI and Glenochil YOI in addition to helping develop the Barlinnie Special
Unit.

4. In 1983, after a thorough interview with references from my previous employers | was

cppointed 2 | = s.bsequently ===

TIIIIIII— ot Carstairs State hospital. The interview was considerably

more thorough because the post had been created and was based in the State
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25.

26.

27.

28.

Dee Buchanan

| remember Dee Buchanan from my dealings with her ||| GGG

- She was referred to Dr Margaret Smith the consultant psychiatrist by
at Balgay List ‘D’ School for Girls in Dundee when she was about
15 years old in order to provide therapeutic follow up when she was due to be returned
to her home following her time at Balgay. Dr Margaret Smith took on responsibility for
Dee and involved the rest of the team, including myself, in assessing Dee and

establishing the best course of treatment for her.

Dee had been born and brought up in Aberdeen and appeared to have presented
behavioural problems in the family. She had been placed in Balgay due to being
outwith parental control. Her parents couldn’t manage her. | think she was taken into
care to protect her and her family. There was some incident with boys but | can't
remember the exact details because it was so long ago. While she was in Balgay her

family moved to Fairlie in Ayrshire.

Dee did not come || o' the education side of things because

she was deemed to be totally unsuitable. The treatment we moved into for Dee was
all based on facilitating her move back into her family home in Ayrshire. She came into
the centre on a couple of occasions with her parents to see the clinical team for family
therapy. Dee upset her mother a lot and often the father acted like a referee between
them. | also saw her on my own occasionally ||l aoout three or four times

over a four-month period. These meetings would have been in my office.

There was one occasion when she ran away from home to stay with her boyfriend.
Her boyfriend brought her in_ She refused to go back to
Balgay with anybody else so | had to take her back and hand her over to the authorities
there. We decided not to get the police involved. | drove her there in my car and it was
just her and me in the car. That journey was probably about two and a half or three
hours. We didn’t stop anywhere. | have driven children home on a number of occasions

but not very often and not for such a long journey.
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33.

34.

35.

to Dee so she could pop in and see me. | didn’t have an issue with this. A lot of my
clients knew my house telephone number. There were no mobile phones at that time.
They visited us and it was quite a pleasant but short visit. It should be borne in mind

that | was not aware of any issues as has now emerged.

Her father subsequently phoned me and again expressed concern that Dee had
applied for and been accepted on a course for hypnotherapy. He was concerned about
what trouble she could get into with this. | understand that Dee’s mother died around
this time and after that | had no further contact with the family. | am not sure if Mr
I s stil alive and if he is, | am sure he would be able to corroborate much of

what | have said.

Allegations of Abuse
Specific Allegations by Dee Buchanan

In paragraphs 29 and 30 of the statement of Dee Buchanan she says “On one
occasion | went back to see my parents with (SR He was the only person on
my side. The meeting didn’t last long and | stood up and ran off. followed
me into some woods at the back of my house and that was the first occasion that he
sexually assaulted me. He was kissing me and grabbing at my boobs and the rest of
my body. He was lying on top of me. He put his hand down the front of my pants. |
didn't have intercourse with him at this time. | was shocked by what he did.”

Yes | did go back to see her mother in Fairlie and Dee became annoyed because |
was speaking to her mother rather than to her. She stomped out into the back garden
in a temper. Her mother was worried about her so | went out and talked her into coming
back in. | wasn't aware there were woods there and we certainly didn't go into the
woods and what she described happening couldn’t have happened in the back garden.
Her scenario of events is totally different relating more to her fantasies than reality.
These were unknown to me until the police later disclosed her allegations. The assault

she refers to did not in fact take place.



DocuSign Envelope ID: AA468867-5826-49B3-9BB0-898DE4DCDDS0

36.

3.

38.

39.

40.

In paragraph 31 Dee says “This sexual assault continued through my teenage years
from thirteen to sixteen. Most of the assaults took place within his office ||| | Gz
I Giasgow. When | left Beechwood and went to Balgay Children’s Home
in Dundee he would get me to travel to see him most Fridays. | was the last
appointment of the day. He often used to take me out for dinner in the evening which
| am sure he charged as expenses. Some of the sexual assaults happened in his car.”

Dee was referred by at Balgay and was never at Beechwood as is in
her statement. She was fifteen or sixteen when she was referred_
Il =d not thirteen as she states. | know she wasn't at Beechwood because |
remember seeing the referral and discussing her background before she was
accepted. She was admitted to Balgay because of her behaviour in the community
when she was living in Aberdeen. The family then moved to Fairlie in Ayrshire.

In paragraphs 32, 34 and 49 she continues ‘I didn’t have sexual intercourse with him
but | would have to masturbate him and perform oral sex. | managed somehow fo stop
him having full intercourse with me. He also chewed gum and slurped coffee and to
this day | have a phobia of these things.”

“I was thirteen years old when | first arrived at Balgay and was to stay there for about
three years when | left at age sixteen. There were about sixty girls at the school and
we lived in small dormitories. It was a girls only school and as far as | remember we
were quite close in age. There was a communal dining room. The school was not
locked and you could come and go as you pleased. | remember that all the bedrooms
were upstairs in the building. | was still having to see every Friday
afternoon and the sexual abuse continued.”

“l was in regular touch with my social worker and could make a phone call by

arrangement to her at any time | requested it. | never told her about Rk | was
visited on one occasion by S 2t Balgay but the rest of the time | would have

to take the train or bus most Fridays to keep my appointments with him. | had a cursory

visit from my parents on one occasion during my stay at Balgay.”

10
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42.

43.

44.

45.

| never visited Dee at Balgay. The only time | was at Balgay for Dee was when she
ran away and | drove her back. In relation to what she says about coming to see me

on Friday afternoons this is not possible because | worked in the Barlinnie Special unit
every Friday afternoon.

In paragraphs 50 and 51 she goes on to say “The regular Friday meeting and the
sexual abuse by N continued throughout my time at Balgay. He told me that
| would have to keep my mouth shut about what was happening as he was a respected
psychologist and | was just a young delusional, delinquent child I in care. No one would
believe me and not believe him. | would get the bus or train to ||| GGG

-G:‘asgow every Friday. | was always the last appointment of the day. He would take
me back to the station in Glasgow so that | could get back to Balgay. | was aware that
did not like menstrual blood so | used to pretend that | had my periods to
protect me from his advances.”

She is delusional and a sexual fantasist. | realise that now in hindsight. Dee wasn't

formally diagnosed with anything at the time she was at-and was just
believed to have a behavioural disorder. | have never had any issues with menstrual
blood.

In paragraph 52 Dee says “On one occasion he took me to his own house in Biggar.
It was to let me see what normal family life was like. | felt terrible as it was obvious to
me what was going on between him and me and | am sure that his family must have
picked up on this. | remember that his daughter was R | know that|Skel
EEl s vife has since divorced him.”

At some point it was agreed with the clinical team and her parents that she could come
to my home and spend the weekend there. The reason was to get her out of the
assessment centre and also to see her in another family setting. | seemed to be the
only person who was able to manage her. My house was a four-bedroom bungalow
near Polmont, not Biggar as she says. | picked her up in Glasgow on the Friday
afternoon to spend the weekend with my family. My wife at that time was an

experienced psychiatric nurse and we had two young children. We were tohether all
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47.
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49.

50.

b1.

the time over that weekend. The visit was relaxed and uneventful. She was calm and
played with my children. My wife found her to be quite pleasant and not problematic. |

kept her father informed of progress. When she left | took her to get a train back home
from Polmont to meet her father in Glasgow. My daughter | | IR

| occasionally had other older adolescent girls || GGG -t

house. They were sixteen or older. | took them home just to get the girls away from
the hostel they were in. They came over the weekend and babysat our children. This
wasn’t seen at that time as being unusual because this was the therapeutic approach
we were using and people were trusted. This was the way things were done in those
days.

In paragraph 53 Dee says ‘SRS oke about his “special girls” that he was
seeing and | am very sure that these girls were also victims of his grooming and
subsequent sexual abuse.”

Almost everything she has said is untrue. There is very little that she has said that is

actually true. | have never abused Dee Buchanan or any other child or young person.

In paragraph 54 Dee also says I scovered that | had a high IQ and was
keen for me to complete my education. He wanted me to leave Balgay and move back
to Ayrshire where | could attend Ardrossan Academy and complete my schooling.

was pushing to get me into a flat on my own as | would not have to go back

to my parents.”

| had never pushed for her to get a flat and | never discussed this with her. In any case
she didn’'t go into a flat. She went home to her parents when she left Balgay and started

at Ardrossan Academy. This was all arranged by Balgay who did all the work. Her

parents told me this. It was nothing to do with || | | GG

In paragraph 57 Dee says “In 1993 | was contacted by RN o had seen an
article in a magazine that was about me. | was married at this time. He told me that he

often came to Aberdeen on business and wanted to meet up with me. | told him | was
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70.

registered psychotherapist then my contact with her could have been considered to

be inappropriate but | wasn'’t. | am still awaiting a decision.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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