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When you went to your room at night, that was you. You
weren't allowed out until the morning, unless you were
going to the toilet.

That's right. That's correct.

You do say that there was somebody there who was

a member of staff that made an impact on you; can you
tell us about that?

Yeah, his name was either Mr SR ox v E& , but
he is the only name I can actually remember out of all
of the staff, because he had that much of an impact on
me because of what happened. Do you want me, like, to
tell what you happened?

Yes, can you start by telling us what happened with that
individual?

Right, well, it all started, every Tuesday night it

was -—- likesay we used to do a thing called, we used to
call it 'jungle juice night'. Everybody would, likesay,
be naked. All the boys would be naked and you would --
they would put this =-- it was to kill nits, because you
had people, likesay, coming in from dirty families, poor
families, and things like that, they had nits. So,

just to keep the names clean --

LADY SMITH: 'Gary', do you know you don't need to be dirty

to get nits? They will choose anybody's hair to jump on

to, anybody's body.
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That's true, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: I don't think it was because you were dirty.

They love children, that's the trouble.
That's true, too. Okay.

This is when I started getting a bit of contact with
this Mr or Mr because he would put the
jungle juice on your hair, rub it into your hair, and
then he would just slap your arse. And he would keep
you standing there for about five minutes and then you
would go into the shower.

And for some reason I was always the last one out of
the shower, and I was always left, with, likesay, this
individual. And he used to dry me a bit. When he was
drying me, he would touch my private parts. He would,
like, always be rubbing the back of my neck, know what
I mean. This is something that would happen every
Tuesday.

Then he used to, during the day, in the morning,
after we had done all the cleaning -- the first time
this happened to me there was a programme on the TV
called the Wombles, and he used to shout, 'Come on
Womble, let's go and pick up some rubbish'. I thought
I was going out, likesay, just to pick up some rubbish.

This is the first time he tried to do what he did do

later on.
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I will kill you', know what I mean. So I was scared,
because I knew I was coming back.

As I say, the abuse kept happening. One day they
told me I was allowed to go home because they had found
me an Approved School. And then he told me, 'Just don't
tell anybody', and I certainly wasn't going to tell my
parents, know what I mean. I was scared, full of shame,
know what I mean. I was just glad to get back home.
After this was happening to you, 'Gary'; did you change
your personality at all, and how you were?

Well, I can remember my mother saying, 'There is
something not right with our , know what I mean.
But I don't know, I put myself in that position, didn't
I? Even though it should never have happened to me,

I put myself in that position by, say, breaking the law.
Yeah. I think you say in your statement you used to be
a lively wee guy, is how you describe yourself, always
bouncing about.

Yes.

But when that started it changed?

Oh aye, yeah, definitely. I kind of shut right down,

I know that, know what I mean. I couldn't trust men. I
kept away from older men. But then I was always around
them; know what I mean?

After that started with this member of staff, I think
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Wheo would do that, 'Gary'?

The staff.

Okay. And did you have any issues with other boys, if
you were a bed wetter?

Aye, you would get bullied for it, you would get called
pissy and things like that.

I think you tell us a bit about the individual you have
named. You are not sure of his surname, but I think you
describe him as looking like a sort of teddy boy of the
time?

He reminded me a wee bit of how my uncle used to dress.
How he used to have his hair, all brushed back just like
a teddy boy.

But, in relation to sexual abuse, it was only that
member of staff that you had a problem with at
Bellfield; is that right?

Yes. I think that's why I can only remember his name,
even though -- I think it is Mr [Ej but it could be
Mr . But my money's on Mr .

Okay. And you've said that you didn't speak about what
was happening to you whilst you were there; is that
right?

No.

I think you also tell us that you didn't hear anyone

else speaking to you about things that were happening to
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I think you say there were about nine rooms in it, three
boys in each. So you think there was about 27 boys in
total at the cottage; is that right?

Yes, that's right.

And you give us their ages; about ten to 16 years old?
Yes.

You go into some details about the layout and things.
But there was a couple, is that right, who you called Ma

and Pa; was it Mr and MrsiSulSSiel

Yes, Ma and PajSllSSIE®N and they had a daughter called
_ as well.

And they lived upstairs at the cottage; is that right?
That's correct, yes.

And there was another member of staff there, I think you
tell us, about paragraph 61; can you remember who that
was, particularly?

was it Mr N

I think there was somebody you say was a crazy old
captain?

oh, Mr [CHIN zve-

And I think you describe him as a sort of second world
war hero who had been a major?

Yes, he used to show us his bullet holes on his body.
You talk about the routine at Balgowan, at paragraph 63.

I won't go through that in detail. But I think what you
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point out is this was a very big building you had
arrived at; is that right?

Yes, the biggest building I had ever seen, as a child.
And you found that quite daunting?

Yes, very intimidating.

I think you say when you got to the cottages and were
shown around, one thing that really sticks in your mind
is the fact you had a quilt?

Yes, it was the first time I had actually seen likesay
a quilt in my life and I found it -- I felt like I was
lying on top of a marshmallow.

And I think you tell us that had a big impact on you,
the quilt?

Yes.

So when you went to Balgowan, I think you tell us that
you were told, maybe, how long you would be there for;
is that right, 'Gary'?

Yes, the Children's Panel told me: if you behave
yourself, we will get you back to your family and your
siblings within a year.

So, in your mind, you thought you had the year --

I was goling, yes.

-- and then would you get to go home?

Yes, that's -- that was my target, that's what I wanted

to -- I just wanted to get back home to my family,
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Okay.

I went back -- no, I did have the hearing. I came in
and went back to Falkirk, because I went home at the
weekend and I think the Children's Panel sat on the
Monday.

And I will never forget it, and they says to me --
because this is where my life kind of changes in my
head, I think. Because they say to me, 'Oh, [ you
are doing really well', and I goes -- 'But we would like
to send you back for another year'. Right away I says
to myself: I am not going back there. No way. I have
suffered all of that for a year, know what I mean.

What did you do, 'Gary', after you found that out from
the panel?

As soon as they told me, this happened right away. My
mother was crying because she thought I was coming home
as well. I was crying. I can remember asking to go to
the toilet. Went to the toilet, I jumped out of the
window, and this is where I started becoming a problem
for the authorities because -- as a young boy running
all the time, know what I mean. And you get caught.
The police would find you or your parents would find
you, and because your parents are law abiding people,
they would phone the social worker up, the social worker

would come down with a police officer and take you back.
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Because you were getting in to trouble and running away,
you didn't get your home leave. And I think you just
sald there, 'Gary', that the cottage wasn't open at the
weekend; was that so Ma and Pamould get the
weekend off?

Yes, because most people went home at the weekend, know
what I am saying. But, if you misbehaved, if you got
caught smoking, fighting, just not following the rules.
But I wasn't allowed to go home, that was me, I was
known as an abscondee.

As a result of that; would you then have to stay in the
big house, which was called the Castle?

Yes, I would go to Scott House.

Yes. And I think you tell us that things would happen
there once that started happening, once you started
having to stay in the Castle at the weekend; can you
tell us about that?

Yeah. That's where -- it is not this_ now. Up
there it is all older guys who have all been kept in
because they have been doing what they have been doing.
And I can remember waking up and I've got one on my back
and they were just all taking turns just having sex with
me, know what I mean. Just raping me, really.

I think you say that there would be sometimes three of

them, is that right, and two would hold you down?
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anything they said. I wasn't staying there because of
what was happening to me.

Now, this is -- oh, sorry 'Gary', sorry.

This is when -- see when you used to get -- this is when
I got made unruly. And once you get that status, that's
when the beatings at places start happening. When

I'd run away and get caught, I would get taken back.

You would you get taken tooffic:e, and
there would be, like I say, and four

members of staff. They would take all of your clothes
off, take your underpants. We used to call it being
starfished. And each member of staff would take a hand
each or a foot each and just pull you apart.

In Scotland, you used to get leather strapped as
a child. I would get this leather strap. I would just
get whipped, know what I mean.

I remember once I actually managed to get away, and
I ran down to -- there was a housing estate in, likesay,
Dundee. When I used to go to the youth club, I'd made a
few friends. I told a mother and the mother phoned my
father, and my father travelled up to Falkirk that night
with his two brothers and two of his friends. And when
they seen the state of me, they took me back into
Balgowan and asked them. I've not seen my dad get

angry, but he was angry that night. And he just wanted
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to know what was happening to his son. And he goes,
'Look, I am taking my son', and they said, 'You can't
take your son. We will have to call the police'.

So the police came up to the school, and they
weren't even interested in my injuries, and they went
like that to my dad, and my dad said, 'I am taking my
son', and my dad -- they said to my father, 'Oh, you can
take him, but you will get done with kidnapping because
he is on a protection order', and because of them saying

that to my father, me and my father never spoke until my

mother passed in 1993, know what I mean, because I think

my dad felt he kind of let me down. And that's -- that
wasn't a nice time for us all, know what I mean. But
I wasn't allowed to go.

LADY SMITH: 'Gary', just going back to being starfished;
were you put on to a table for that?

A. Yeah, you know had a massive big ocak
table in his office.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. And they would put you on the table and get whipped.
I don't know if you have heard this from other people,
but that was quite a common thing that happened there.

LADY SMITH: Thank you, 'Gary'.

MS FORBES: When you say 'whipped', 'Gary'; was that with

the tawse?
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though, who was quite nice to you and took an interest?
veah, Mr GG v=s it Mr -- aye,
definitely Mr . When I used to get kept in at
the weekends, I used to think about him, like I say,

for years because he was one of the ones who was very
kind to me. You remember the ones that were bad to you,
but you also remember the good ones.

And I used to always think he knew what was
happening, because he took me back to his house one
night with his wife. I am sure he had a child. And we
used to sit and watch movies and, you know, Jjust have
something to eat and they would take me back in the
morning, know what I mean. He was really -- just a nice
guy, nice man.

I think you say you don't know for sure, but you wonder
if maybe he thought there was something going on?

I did at first, aye. I didn't really, as I said,

I didn't really trust men at first. But, when I think
about it, like I say, later on, I think he -- I used to
always say to myself: did he know what was happening?
Know what I mean? But I was a bit (indistinct).

I think you also say the bed wetting problem you had in
Bellfield you still had for a while in Balgowan, but it
stopped at one point; is that right?

Yes.
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Is that towards _abouc 1977, when you were

still 142
Yeah.
I think you tell us a bit about the assessment centre in

your statement. Like I said, we are not going to go

through that in any detail, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later you end up getting

A.

moved to Larchgrove. I think you went there the same
day you were picked up by the police; is that right?
Yeah, we went back to the assessment centre, then that
night I was taken to Glasgow. And that's --

Larchgrove's like a mini-prison. It is very secure.
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that second time; is that right?
Yeah, I wasn't allowed to go home at the weekend,
though.

Actually, I would say they kidnapped me, because
they took me up to a place -- I don't know if your
investigation actually -- because I was never actually
in this place. It was a place called St Mary's,
likesay, closed block. I got taken up there, but I got
taken up there just to put the frighteners on me, know
what I mean.

This is when you were in Larchgrove for a second time,
and there is an occasion when you were taken from
Larchgrove to St Mary's, and that's this closed unit
there?

Yes, it is in this (indistinct).

You think that was to give you a fright?

Oh, definitely. And it did give me a fright, as well.

I can remember getting a wee tour of the place, and

I was just -- there was this big guy called Mr
He said, 'Come on, I will take you down to where all the
bad boys go'. So they gave me a wee tour of this place
and they took me down this corridor, all the walls were
all red and there was a cell at the bottom of the
corridor. He said, 'Wee man, you know why these cells

are all red?' and I said, 'Why?' and he grabbed me by
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the back of the head and just smashed my face in the
walls and threw me into the cell, 'It was so we don't
have to keep washing off your blood'. I was left in
there for -- I think it was about a day, two days.

This Mr is he someone from Larchgrove or from

St Mary's?

No, he worked at St Mary's. Certain names actually just
stay with me all the time, you know, and other names
don't.

The time you were put in that cell and left, I think you
tell us you were just given some crisps and juice, and
a pot to do the toilet in?

Aye, that was it. Then I got taken back to the Grove
and then they found me another place.

Just before we leave that, 'Gary', this incident where
he smashes your face up against the wall; did that cause
you any injury?

Yes, I lost a tooth, and my nose was all mashed.

So you say 'mashed'; did you think it was broken, or --
No, it was definitely broke.

Did you get any medical attention as a result of that?
No, nothing at all.

Okay. So, after this day or two in the cell in

St Mary's, you are taken back to Larchgrove; is that

right?
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avr X o:r ravb-ERI The witness's own

name, at one point he used his first name. Mr and

I i They are all

protected by my general restriction order and can't be

Secondary Institution

otherwise identified, otherwise than inside this room.

Now, Mr Sheldon.

MR SHELDON: Thank you, my Lady. We have another live
witness, and this is 'Buster'.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.

Good morning, 'Buster' -- good afternoon, I am
sorry. Could you raise your right hand and repeat after
me.

'Buster' (affirmed)
LADY SMITH: Do sit down and make yourself comfortable.

'Buster', I would like to start by apologising, we
had hoped to start your evidence about a half an hour
ago, but some technical difficulties with the previous
session meant it couldn't start on time and we ran over.
I am so sorry.

A. That's fine.

LADY SMITH: I know how frustrating it can be when you are
delayed when you have yourself ready to do something
that is difficult and potentially stressful. But we are

ready to start now.
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

All right. Your mum didn't want you to see your real
dad?

Mum wanted to adopt me into _ name, change my
name to -, and I didn't want that either. That --

again, there is quite a lot of detail in my notes about

that. My dad refusing, et cetera.
Okay. So you tell us -- this is page 4, paragraph 16
now -- you say that you were about 7 years old when you

B 1

went to Florence Booth and you were still able to attend
Clepington Primary School?

Yes.

Again, I don't want to spend too long on this, because
the focus, obviously, here is your experiences at

Burnside and Balgowan?

T2
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A. Sure.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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But you then say that you left Florence Booth quite
abruptly and, at paragraph 32, that that really threw
you. So what happened then?

Um, I was doing really well at school. I was still
underachieving. But, in my eyes, I was doing really
well. I was in mainstream school, at Florence Booth.
And at roughly aged 10, because I was in Primary 6,

I was told that I was going back to my dad's to live.
And this was your birth father?

Birth father, yes.

Okay.

And that was on the Monday, by the Friday I was packing

my bag to go, sort of thing. Secondary Institutions - to be published late
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

and the school that I went to, all came to an abrupt
end, to go and live with my dad.

And how was that?

Yeah, it is embarrassing, but there was no food in the
cupboards. There was no routine, my dad worked night
shifts and day shifts. And at night he worked for the
Dundee Port Authority and during the day he worked for
the butcher's shops, and so he was never there. And

when he wasn't working, he was either playing snooker or
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golf. So I was a latchkey kid, I think you would
describe it as.

Yes, I think that's the expression you use in the
statement, and I think we all understand what that
means.

Yes.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

A.

Okay. So you say then, at paragraph 35, you were in
Primary 7 at Blackshade School?

Yes.

But then went to Rockwell. I think things changed for
you a bit at that point; is that right?

Changed a lot at Rockwell.

Just slightly back one step. They pushed me quite
hard at Lochee Primary School, and when I went to
Blackshade everything seemed really easy, hence why
I won prizes and done really well at Primary 7.

But, when I went to Rockwell, which was first year
of secondary school, it was really difficult, because --
for many reasons, really. I was the kid that, like you

say, had a stigmatism of single parent. I was the kid

75







































o

o

-]

There was a big through put of children?
There was a big through put of people. BAnd you would
get to a point where it was actually manageable, it was
fine. You knew who was who and what was what. And then
three or four new people would come in, and they would
kick off, and they would try and assert their dominance,
if you like. So you had to keep your -- you were on
your toes all the time.

And I think the whole purpose is that they assess
what you are doing and how you behave. And I think the
staff try to get you to be your worst version of

yourself, so they are trying to goad you to explode.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

A.

In fact, I think you tell us -- I should perhaps have
taken you to, it it is on page 11 -- the assessments
that they were doing eventually got you sent to
Balgowan; that was at the end of this process of the
three assessments at Burnside?

That's correct.

But back to page 12, and you talk about the guards, the
rough handling, being put into the sin bin and so on.

At paragraph 57, you single out a particular indiwvidual
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who gave you problems. Again, perhaps you can just tell
us about him, please?

I will never forget this chap as long as I live, his
name was . And he was a big chap, quite a big
stature, and he seemed to really enjoy putting your arm
behind your back or rough handling you into the sin bin.
You could tell he enjoyed it. You could really, really
tell. And yeah, he was a nasty piece of work. Not just
to me, to anyone in that unit.

And is he the one who dragged you by the ankle? I think
you say that at paragraph 58.

Yes, he was.

Did anyone else do that or was it just him?

It was just him that dragged me by the ankle. He knew
where to grab you to inflict pain, whether it is the
shoulder -- he knew how to get you off your feet
quickly, by jabbing the back of your leg, and behind the
knee and stuff like that. He knew how to get you on the
ground. He obviously had training in that area.

You say at paragraph 60 that he would goad you; how did
he goad you?

Um, he would use language which is quite embarrassing to
repeat, but he would call you a little prick, 'What kind
of dick head are you?', you know, he would just keep at

you. And he would find little things that would upset
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you, to do with what's going on around you at the time;
'Can't you stand up for yourself?' that type of thing.
Again, I am sorry if it 1s an obvious gquestion, but what
do you think his intention was in doing that, his
purpose was in doing that?

Well, he made his intention clear when I did finally
explode and got gquite angry, because then he said to me
'This is what we are seeing in the reports. This is the
true '. So the intention, I believe, would be
to find out what the worst version of me would look
like.

He wanted you to lose your temper?

Yes. There was no question of that, absolutely none.
And the result of that was?

Sin bin.

Okay. But, just to be clear, although you have
mentioned that it was Mr [N that was the
particular, a particular difficulty for you.

Yes.

Was it just him that was doing these things?

I can't remember the other chap's name. But there was
another chap, who -- the same sort of goading, but not
the same level of abuse, I suppose, and roughness. He
would still be rough, but not as rough.

All right. Were children ever slapped or struck, or
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It is. It is indeed. It would be a fresh start.
Nobody would know me, I wouldn't have the reputation.
It all looked really positive. That was the option I
think I preferred. Then my dad said that he couldn't
look after me, so therefore I had to go to residential.
And so there was two options, and the option that was
selected, obviously, was Balgowan.
All right. So you go to Balgowan in _ 1982. And
you, 1in your statement, have some description of
Balgowan. You say it is a huge building, and we have
seen photographs of it and we have an impression of
that.

I think you think there were roughly 40 to 50 boys
there at that time; is that correct?
It is hard to recollect exactly how many, but I would
estimate around that region, yes.
All right. Were you in the main building? I think
there was some out buildings or cottages?
The main building was split into two. I was in the main
building. One wing, I believe, was disused.
Right.
And the other, the main wing, if you like, where the
kitchen, dining room, et cetera, 1is, we were in there.

You say at that time BalgowanMr and

you say that you had a number, number -, and when you
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Yes.

Or you could even get the cane. You say you were never
caned for wetting the bed, although it was threatened;
were you ever caned during your time at Balgowan?

I was, yes.

Could you tell us about that, please?

I was on report. I was taken to Mr office and
I objected to what was being said. And as a result the
punishment decided was a caning.

And who administered that?

e

What happened? Can you tell us, really, what Mr
did and how he gave you the cane?

Um, he pulled the chair out and the guard pulled my
pants down, and he come round the back and caned me.

Did you have to bend over the chair; is that --

Bent over the chair, yes. So I did, yes.

And the guard took your trousers down?

He did.

And then caned you?

Yes.

At page 16, you tell us that -- paragraph 73:

'The discipline in Balgowan was a sort of rinse and
repeat thing. If you stepped out of line you knew what

was coming.'
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you were talking a little bit about discipline at
Balgowan, and the attitude and the conduct of some of
the staff and the guards to the children, including you.
I want to go on to look at a particular incident that
you talk about. This is page 16 of your statement,
under the heading 'Abuse at Balgowan', and you begin at
paragraph 75:

'There was an incident only eight days after
I arrived at Balgowan. According to my records, this
happened on _ and I get this from a statement
I have a copy of that was written by the guard, who the
records show was called Mr . !

We do have a copy of that, and I think you reproduce
part of the statement in your statement here. But can
I just start by asking you: what happened?
Sure.
Can you tell us what happened that day?
So I was there in the lunch hall, I was there with
another chap. We were minding our own business, if I am
honest with you. We were laughing, Jjoking, because at
that point there was no guards around, so you kind of
have a bit of a laugh and a joke. And there was
a student-type person there helping out, and it was just
jovial stuff. Mr didn't like the jovial stuff

and he told me to be quiet. He told me to shut up. And
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shower block, which is the adjoining room to the dining
area. And he said, 'Look at me, look at me you little
shit'. He grabbed me by the chin and moved my head
upwards in a fairly abrupt manner. And I was still
smirking, because I was absolutely petrified, and
nervous. He then decided I was hysterical --

I wasn't -- and he put me under the shower.

Why would he have thought you were hysterical?

He might have thought I was hysterical because I was
still smirking. I don't know, I am guessing.

We can look at this statement. You reproduce this at
paragraph 78. This is Mr version, and we do

have that statement. It is DUN-000001538?

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: We don't need to look at it because we have it

in the statement, but the version Mr _ has is:
'While supervising lunch today I felt it was my duty
to move tables to where a community service volunteer
appeared to be experiencing difficulty with two boys,
namely ...'
First of all, were you giving the community service
volunteer difficulty, as he describes it?
No. If anything, we were having a little bit of a laugh
and a Jjoke.

Mr goes on to say you, 'Buster', pushed the sweet
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aside, saying he didn't like it. When the community
service volunteer left the table to help unload dishes
on to the trolley in preparation for dish washing,
'Buster' flicked some cornflour across the table.

I think you say, 'I didn't do that'?

No. And you wouldn't, because that immediately put vou

on report. And 'corn flower'; where has that come from?

LADY SMITH: I wondered whether it was a reference to

A.

a blancmange-type pudding that you make with cornflour,
not as spelt here, spelt F-L-0-U-R at the end.

I see, yes.

LADY SMITH: Could he have been referring to

a blancmange-type pudding as being the cornflour,

because you do use cornflour to make blancmange.

A. ©Oh, okay, no idea. But something flicking across the

table, again, no. It Jjust isn't something you would do.

There was indeed crockery and plates to be tidied
up, but I had no idea until I saw this that I didn't
like it and I pushed it to one side. That's completely
untrue.

MR SHELDON: Okay. [N says that he reprimanded you and
you met him with verbal abuse. I think you say you
wouldn't dare; is that right?

A. That's absolutely right, yes. These guys, you don't

give abuse to or cheek or -- you stand and you stay
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still, and you stand up straight, because if you don't
stand up straight they will reprimand you for that, as
well.

Taking this a wee bit short, he says that he, IS
removed you from the area into the wash room, and:

'As I verbally chastised him [he says]. He refused
to 1lift his head up to speak to me and kept turning
away. I took him by the chin with my right hand and
firmly held his head in the hope that eye contact would
reinforce my advice regarding his bad behaviour.'

Can you just remind us: this taking with the chin;
how is he doing that?

So one of the ticks of when I got into when I was in

a nervous situation is I would bow my head and smile,

a silly looking smile, not natural loocking. And he
grabbed me, literally -- it wasn't by the hook of the
chin. He just grabbed your face, basically, and pulled
it up.

So with a pinch on either side of the cheek; is that
what you are referring to?

Just a full hand under your chin.

Right.

Pull you up. It is not polite, it is not a little jolt,
it's a proper yank, and I still continued -- because

I am absolutely crapping myself -- to grin and smile.
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Again, perhaps an obvious question, but: why were you
scared? Why were you feeling scared at that point?
I knew what was coming. It was like night follows day.
And what was that?
Generally speaking, that's a kicking. That's literally
you are going to get thrown about a bit and taken to
the -- taken to your room and put on report, or put in
the hole.
So he is taking you to the shower area; is that right?
I think that's what says in his --
It is. It is an open shower block, otherwise known as
'no man's land'.
No man's land; why is it called that?
Because you don't go in there, really, unless you have
to.
says that he told you that unless you controlled
yourself, he would hold you under the warm shower; was
it warm?
No, no.
Did you actually get wet at that point?
I was soaked through. I was absolutely drenched.
And I think [Rle says at that moment:
"Mr appeared on scene.'.
And I think that is right, at least, isn't it?

That's what saved the day, for me. And the young lady
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A.

who was there as well, she was completely horrified.

Who was the young lady?

Um, I don't know her name. She was mentioned earlier in
the statement.

She is the volunteer?

The volunteer, yes. And I think it was a combination of
him losing his temper because I was smirking and

Mr coming in, and the girl being there, that
stopped the general sort of manhandling, if you like.
Yes.

Yes.

What did Mr actually do and/or say to Mr
He come over really guickly and he asked what was going
on, and he said -- Mr said that he was trying to
restrain me and calm me down. There was an exchange
which I can't remember, from him. It wasn't anything
negative. And the end comment was, 'Get him dried off'.
And I think that's as far as it went for Mr
really, and Mr SN

All right. But, just to be clear: what do you think
would have happened if Mr [ild hadn't come on the
scene?

I imagine I would get the legs kicked underneath me,

I would be dragged, put on report. There would be

a fair few bruises resulting from that, without a doubt.
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And he would want to teach me why you don't smirk.
'I will give you something to smirk about' was one of

his expressions.

You talk a little bit about Mr statement at
paragraph 80. You say in the last sentence of that:

11t it wasn't for RGN

appearing, then that incident wouldn't have been written
up and I would have got a kicking.'
Yes.
In fact, was there a sort of investigation into what had
happened?
Because the social worker got told as well by myself,
ahd :—m
You told your social worker about this?
I did. And the social worker then asked about it, and
because there were other people involved, ie Mr
and Mr Sl I think the report actually was
generated. Had it been one-on-one, nothing would have
been recorded on that.
Yes. I just want to take you, then, if I may, briefly,
to some social work records. It is DUN-000002972. It
is in very small print, so you will need to expand that
quite a bit, I think.

Just looking very briefly at that first page, at the

top, I think we see there an entry for the
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B 1°52- About two-thirds of the way down that
view of the page, we see 'Admitted to Burnside'.

Yes.

And I think we discussed that before?

We did, yes.

And it was about a week after that that you were
admitted to Balgowan?

Yes.

If we could just go to page 4, please, in that document.
This is an entry, I think, for _1982. There
is an entry, 4.00 pm, Mrs Williams -- is that your
social worker?

Yes.

'She advised me [this must be the person completing the

log] that she had received a telephone call from

v Sl social worker of Balgowan,

te: gay aa's

That you made a complaint against a member of staff.
Yes.
To the effect that a particular officer had physically
struck him; is that right? Had the officer struck you?
He grabbed my face.
Right.
And pulled me up. It would have resulted in more, but

obviously we can't discuss that.
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examined your face in some way?
I can't remember whether she examined -- or whether it
was the nurse at the school.
All right. Just to take you to a passage a little way
down the page, it 1s a paragraph starting:

'T requested at this stage ...'
I can see that.
'That you join us ... I advised him of the main points
of what you had been saying about the slap.'

The person writing this says:

'I also pointed out to Mr EUZNEEN '

was it [ENFEEN o S <o vou remember?
I thought it was .

We can check that. Mr pointed out:

' ... had a black eye and 'Buster' that another boy
had done it.'
Yes.
Is that right? First of all, did have you a black eye?
Do you recall that?
I had two black eyes, and a suspected broken arm.
This was as a result of what?
Two days into Balgowan -- there is also a report in
there somewhere to do with that -- I was upstairs and
there was a bit of a kerfuffle, I suppose, with the

boys. I got stuck in, as well, and it resulted in
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a couple of black eyes, and -- a bit of a kicking,
basically.

All right. So this was a separate incident involving
other boys in the unit?

It was.

If we move on to the next page, please, just a few lines
down from the top. I think we see there, there is

an entry 'Meeting at Balgowan school'; was that

a meeting that happened the next day? Do you recall
that?

I couldn't tell you whether it was the next day or the
day after, but it was soon after.

Certainly the records suggest it was the 18th, so that
would be the day after the complaint, anyway.

Right.

Do we see that this was a meeting which, according to
the records, involved yourself, Mr , your father,
a social worker, and Mr [Nl sSo the officer that was
supposed to have been involved in this incident was also
at this meeting.

Yes.

Do you remember that?

Not really, if I am honest.

Okay.

Not really.
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All right. I just wanted to take you to one passage of
the report of that meeting, and it is the passage that
begins 'Mr o e

Yes:

'Mx started to explain what had happened at
the dining room table and what had triggered off the
incident.'

It seems, according to this, you were drinking water
before grace was said, were rebuked for this. You just

continued. You further complained about the food and,

quite clearly, Mr '3 authority was being
challenged by you, so much so that Mr said, 'Look

here, son, I am not a here for wee laddies to take the
piss out of me'; do you recall that?

The grace thing I think is total rubbish, because you
knew, you just stood there until grace was said.

I don't think I would have taken a drink of water, and
I certainly wouldn't have given cheek, because I know

what would follow. So it doesn't strike me as true.

LADY SMITH: Am I right in thinking that wasn't mentioned in

LIC B

MR SHELDON: ©No, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: -- account of events?

MR SHELDON: ©No, my Lady. No, my Lady. The type in bold,

paragraph 78/79 of the statement, is --
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LADY SMITH: That's it.

MR SHELDON: -- not quite absolutely verbatim, but it is

there, yes, as it makes no difference.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: Really what I want to ask you about that,

'Buster', is: is that the kind of thing that people like
Mr the staff at Balgowan, would be saying to
you, 'I am not here for you to take the piss out of me'?
Honestly, that's very tame.

Okay.

I don't like using abusive language in the presence of
such wonderful women. It was expletives that -- you can
imagine, it was really gquite brutal.

Okay.

It was shouted at you. It wasn't spoken to you; it

was —-- everything was shouted. It was really not --
yes.
All right.

'Wee laddies to take the piss out of me'. It is the
kind of thing he would say.

All right. At all events, this meeting takes place, and
I think the conclusion from that is there was no
evidence or no proof that an assault had taken place.

I think you tell us about that in the statement; is that

right?
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Yes,

We see that in the log, actually, as well. Mr
stated that nothing can be proved. In fact, I think it
is worth going to the whole of that paragraph. This is

at the top of what we can see now:

'Mr [EMEIl states that nothing can be proved
Mr stated that we have to protect boys from you

and others, also the property of the school and, in
extreme cases, are allowed to use minimal force, for
example armlock or headlock.'

Were other boys in danger from you?
I would love to have a picture of me from back then,
because I was 8 or 9 stone and I could easily hide
behind a lamp post. I was quite a slight lad. I would
disagree with that statement completely. I was no
threat to anyone.
What do you think of the use of the words 'minimal
force'? Was minimal force used?
They didn't bother whether it was minimal or not, they
just restrained you. Who defines what is minimal? You
know, if somebody puts your arm up your back or in
an armlock; how far do you go in pushing the arm up the
back, you know?
Did anyone use a headlock on you?

Oh yes, the headlocks. That was one of their
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'The guards enjoyed restraining us and at times were
just looking for an excuse to do so.'

Is that still what you think?

It is. Without a doubt.

In the next paragraph, you say that you got picked on
quite often in the showers. On one occasion, you fought
back and got the cane.

You were telling us about that before the lunch
break, 'Buster'. I just wanted to ask you a little bit
more about that, if that's all right? You described
what happened on that occasion. I just wanted to ask
you: was it a cane, a stick of wood, or some similar
material, or was it the tawse?

Do you remember what implement was actually used?
It was actually -- it wasn't a cane, as in a walking
cane, that type of thing, it was a long piece of what
looked like bamboo, I suppose, type thing.

All right. We have had reference to Mr or

at that time. Can I just ask you: can you remember at
what point during your stay in Balgowan this was? Was
it quite close to the start?

Start, yes.

Right. I just wanted to ask you: are you reasonably

sure it was who caned you or might it have been
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some other senior member of staff? Is that your best

recollection?
I am 99 per cent sure caned me.
All right.

I mean, in recollection, face-wise, I would probably
have trouble now. But I was marched in front of
All right, thank you.

You then move on to a slightly different topic, at
paragraph 86, and I think you talk about something which
may have been potentially sexual --

Yes.

-- which happened to you; can you just tell us about
that, please?

When I arrived the matron gave me my bed block and a few
bits and pieces. 2And I had to go round and get the bed
block from her, from behind the counter. She said to me
that -- and I didn't think nothing of it at the time.
But, if anyone comes towards you in the middle of the
night, scream like you can scream no louder.

I thought it was funny at the time. But, yes, she
gave me that tip.

And just to give a bit of background, the two black
eyes and the suspected broken arm is to do with the guys

actually having a laugh and a joke about what they do
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responsibility, and go home to your wonderful wife and
relax for a little while, if you can. Thank you.
A. Thank you wvery much.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: Some names I want to mention, please, that have
been used during 'Buster's' evidence, but in relation to

people who can't be identified outside of this room.

His stepfather, _‘r a Mr , also known as
W, Mr and Mr , or it might
have been, his wife, [ anc he has also used his
own name, both in whole and in part. So please bear in
mind those identities are all protected by my general
restriction order.

Mr Sheldon, where are we going now?

MR SHELDON: My Lady, we did have another live witness for
this afternoon, but he is unfortunately unable to attend
today. So it is proposed to read his evidence in,
insofar as it relates to our particular institutions,
the Dundee chapter. The read-in, my Lady, would take
approximately 20 minutes.

LADY SMITH: I think we should have a short break. 2Am
I right in remembering that this is a witness, some of
whose evidence has already been read-in --

MR SHELDON: That's correct, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: =-- to the SPS section?
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MR SHELDON: So this is the applicant William Bauros. He

was born in 1963 in Cumbernauld.

His father died when the applicant was about five.

He thinks that his mother may have had difficulty in

coping in the wake of that bereavement_
involved with the family and, ultimately, the applicant
]

-were initially taken to a children's
home in Glasgow, and the records suggest that was in

1971, approximately - 1971.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

iy =uc chereatter ne |

- moved to Cardross Park Assessment Centre, and that
was in the summer of 1974, and he describes some of his
time there.

He does describe being confined to what he calls
'the cooler' for hours on end, a room with no windows;
that's pages 6 and 7.

He says that if he didn't eat certain things there
they would be served to him again at a later stage. He

went to school outwith the home and that was -- he
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belted about four or five times. I only know the names
of three of the staff members involved in giving kids
the belt. They were Mr Mr and Mr Yz
He says:
'Mr [ESHl] was in his early 50s and was
EE - S - SR -
Mr was a former prison officer from Perth. The
three of them were always there when I got the belt.'
Pausing there briefly, my Lady, just to note that
Mr was ENGIIIE 2 521rossie for some time.
Where, of course, this applicant also spent some time.
Maybe there is an element of confusion there, but it
is difficult to say. That's certainly what the
applicant says and we don't have, of course, his oral
evidence to help resolve that.
LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR SHELDON: But I think we do recognise, potentially,
Mr name.
LADY SMITH: That could be the Mr we have already
heard about today.
MR SHELDON: Yes.
LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR SHELDON: At all events, he says:
'The three of them were always there when I got the

belt.’
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He talks about another member of staff, who he
names, and says she is now married. Her role was caring
for the boys and I think she was maybe 28 to 30 years
old. She asked me to help with her garden. She drove
me to her house and had sex with me. It only happened
once, and I think I was 14 years old at the time.
Afterwards she told me to keep it to myself. I didn't
think much of it back then. I know that she also had
sex with one of the other boys from Balgowan [who he
names]. I never reported it, but I told a couple of
boys I was friendly with at the school. I remember some
of the boys doing sexual things to each other.

'TI don't want to go into any more detail about that.
I knew it was going on and I saw it happen in the dorms.
I'm sure the staff must have known what was happening
too.'

He says he doesn't remember ever seeing a social
worker when he was in Balgowan:

'No one ever told me how long I would be there, but
I got it into my head I would be there until I was 16.

I was only there between 16 and 18 months before I was
moved again. I kept running away, Sso
Mr told me I was being sent to Kerelaw. I was
straight from Balgowan to Kerelaw.'

That is when he was 16. The records suggest, my
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dated the statement, and has given the usual declaration
about truth and so on.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed, Mr Sheldon.

MR SHELDON: My --

LADY SMITH: Three names there, Mr [Siis Mr and
Mr and they are not to be identified outside

this room.
Tomorrow what are we doing?
MR SHELDON: Three live witnesses, I hope, my Lady. So
just, yes.
LADY SMITH: Very well. I am going to rise now until
tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock. Thank you.
(3.25 pm)

(the hearing adjourned until 10 am the following day)
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