Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HMR

Support person present: No

My name is (AN Vv date of birth is | 1957. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mum and dad were ||jjiilland N |y d2d has passed away. |

am the oldest of five boys from this relationship. My brothers are |il} IEGzR
- and-. There is roughly one year difference between each of us. | was
born and spent my early years in Glasgow. My dad worked away from home and left
the family home when | was about five. | have no recollection of my dad. My step
dad | s bscquently came on the scene and with my mum they had
three more children, - I =<l They are all much younger than
me. | considered | Gz to be my dad.

My first school was in Morrison Place but | cannot recall the name of it. At some
point we moved house to Carntyne and | went to Bluevale primary school. Bluevale
was a Protestant school and when my father came on the scene we went to St
Mary’'s which was Catholic. My grandmother came to live with us in Carntyne
because | think my mum needed help. She brought with her several other children.
We subsequently moved house again to Bridgeton and | moved to Sacred Heart
Primary School.
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by their surname and they called me SNl No one was called by their first

name.

| was there for around six to eight weeks | am but not really sure. Larchgrove was a
real shock to me. | was only nine and there were boys in there up to fifteen. There
was a range of ages in my dorm. | can’t remember if the dorms had names. | wasn't
shown around on my first day and it was the other boys who told me what and when
| was supposed to do things, not the staff. | more or less had to follow the other boys.

Routine at Larchgrove

First day

| remember arriving at Larchgrove. Even though | was only nine it was the first place
| had ever been. It was daunting. The staff were loud and aggressive, and it felt like |
was in the army. | collected my kit and was put in the dormitory.

Mornings and bedtime

We would get up in the morning, make our beds, go for a wash then go back to the
dorm. We waited until we were called to go down for breakfast. After breakfast we
went to classes.

Mealtimes/Food/Washing/bathing

The food must have been alright because | don’'t remember having any complaints
about it. There was no privacy in the showers and all the boys showered together.
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but one of the boys must have done something bad. After the game we drove back,
still wearing our muddy kit, which is what usually happened, and we showered at St
Ninian’s. After we had showered we were all taken up to Gz ovarters.
Every boy was then made to lie over Brother Ell]s knee and he slapped our bare
backsides. Brother Benedict and Brother [UZ2ll] were both there and watched. This
was the only time this happened with Brother SN} | didn’t know any better and
didn’t think then that it was inappropriate because the whole team had it done to

them.

One time Brother GRS took us swimming in a river. One of the boys lost their
shoes in the mud and he said that whoever found it would get two extra points which
would get us home leave for a weekend. By that time the water was murky because
the mud had been stirred up looking for the shoe. | was determined to get it and
despite Brother SRl several times telling me to stop | carried on time and time
again, but failed to find it. | didn’t think about the risk at the time but looking back as
an adult | think that to send kids in to muddy water to look for a shoe doesn’t seem
very sensible. | was only nine or ten at the time. | suppose this also showed how
unhappy | was at St Ninian’s and how desperate | was to go home and get away

from there.

When my grandfather died, Brother Gl 9ave me a letter in front of all the other
boys when we were in the exercise yard. The letter had been opened and | have no
doubt that Brother Gl had read it and knew of the content. The letter was to tell
me my grandfather had died. | was really upset and cried in front of the other boys.
Brother Gl should have taken me aside and given me that letter in private. What
he did was cruel.

Brother (i@l sometimes slapped the boys on the side of our heads and it made our
ears ring. He did this to me. | saw him doing it to other boys too. He would do it if he
caught you talking or something like that. Brother Benedict was the scariest and the

worst of all the Brothers. Brother Gl A '2s okay and | quite liked
him.
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Larchgrove remand centre, Glasgow

| am not sure how long | was at Larchgrove but | am sure | went there a second time.
Larchgrove was exactly the same as it had been before but | was a little bit older and
wiser. | knew what to expect and how | should behave. It was still strict but | knew

how to cope this time.

Lagarie House, Rhu

| think | was eleven and a half when | went to Lagarie. Rt R
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be

| was only in Lagarie four or five weeks.

Bardykes Road Children's Home, Blantyre

| am not sure if | was in Blantyre House in-between St Ninian’s and St Joseph’s. It is
possible | went there after | was in St Joseph'’s. It was definitely before | was sixteen.

| was only there a matter of weeks.

The staff in Blantyre House were good and my time there was ok. The attitude of the
staff was much better towards the children and the general atmosphere was relaxed
and much better. There were school classes through the day which | enjoyed and
there were quizzes at night. The couple who were in charge of the wing that | was in
were caring and nice and | sometimes had a good laugh with them. They were not
authoritarian. It was probably the best out of all the places | had been in. There was
nothing that happened in there that | want to tell the Inquiry about.

19



75.

76.

77.

78.

St Joseph’s, Tranent

| am not sure how | got to St Joseph's but assume | was driven there by a member of
staff. The setup, layout and routine was much the same as the previous places | had
been. This was a U shaped building with a yard in the middle. There was a
gymnasium, recreation hall and a dining hall. We slept in dormitories and there were
classrooms upstairs. There were playing fields too where there were lots of outdoor
activities. Out the back of the main building were workshops for metalwork and

woodwork and there was a place for all the gardening machinery.

| don’t know who was in charge but | know that by the time | got there Brother
Benedict had been transferred there from St Ninian’s. He was my housemaster or at
least was in charge of the group that | was in. | can’'t remember the name of the
house | was in. When | found out that Brother Benedict was there | was full of
trepidation and worry that it was all going to start again.

We were taken swimming, played baseball and played in football leagues. | was part
of the football team and we were taken in the minibus to play. Brother Benedict
would drive and Brother [giiffwould come too. This Brother [gilllwas not the same
one that was at St Ninian’s. They also dropped us off at the train station when we
were on home leave. My recollection of the routine at St Joseph'’s is slightly vaguer
than St Ninian’s which is strange because | was at St Josephs after St Ninian’s.
Brother Benedict played the harmonica and | played a bit too.

Abuse at St Joseph'’s

Brother Benedict was the same person as before and his behaviour continued as it
had been at St Ninian’s. He still punched with a raised knuckle and kicked, punched
and slapped. He did it to me and | saw him doing it to other boys. He did this to me
probably more often than at St Ninian’s. It may have been because | was older and
bigger but he was more aggressive and more violent. He was still very seedy too and
he continued touching himself under his robe. | knew by then that what he was doing
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Abuse at Longriggend

| remember lining up in the gym then one of the prison officers, ERNIIE Walked
along the line and punched some of the boys in the stomach. was known
as Gl There was no reason for him punching the boys but everyone was
aware and tried to be ready for it. It was random and he didn’t do it to anyone in
particular. Other gym staff and prison officers would be there when he was doing this
but they didn't do anything about it. | was punched in the stomach once by
| was expecting it and he was just making a statement because he did it
to any of the new boys. It was just a quick dig and wasn’t a full punch. | suppose he

was trying to live up to his reputation.

Leaving Longriggend

When | was released from Longriggend one of the times | was given a ticket for the
bus to get home. Because there was heavy snow the buses weren’t running so | had
to walk all the way back to Airdrie.

Glenochil detention centre

| was only in Glenochil once. It was a young offenders centre but | didn’t go into that
part. | was in the detention part. The maximum time you could be there was three
months. Everyone there had been sentenced to three months, no more and no less.
Most of the boys were there for similar type and seriousness of crimes. | was in the
detention centre which was designed to be run like an army camp which was
designed for short, sharp shock treatment. | was in a single cell. They were all single
cells.

It was tough in Glenochil. On Monday we had to run a mile, Tuesday we ran 200 or
400 metres, Wednesday we ran half a mile. On Thursday we did the assault course.

23



























128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

and should be more of an awareness and it has to be age appropriate. This will
hopefully give children the confidence to speak up.

There has to be a better structure in place for staff to report any behaviour which
they consider to be inappropriate. When | was in care other staff were present when
abuse took place but, possibly through fear, they did nothing about it. Before new
staff take up their posts they should be educated on what is right and what is wrong
and how to report it. This should result in a change of behaviour for the better.

There should be someone independent that the children can trust from outside the
organisation that children wouldn’t be afraid of the consequences of talking about

their concerns.

Other information

| went to court to give evidence against Brother Benedict. | was shown a photograph
and there were two wearing the Brothers robes and two were wearing civilian suits.
For some reason Brother Benedict was wearing a business suit and | was asked to
pick him out from the photograph. | think they expected me to pick out one of the
other Brothers but | easily recognised Brother Benedict. The other Brothers in the
photograph wearing their robes were Brother [Gallll and | think Brother Sk
They showed me another photograph of Br Benedict with two children.

When | was giving evidence the prosecution kept asking if | had spoken to anyone
about my time at St Ninian’s. The judge stepped in and asked the lawyer to stop
asking questions along those lines. When | was at the court | met another man who
was giving evidence against Brother Benedict but he was at St Joseph’s two years
after me. This was the first time | had ever met anyone involved in the same case as
me.

| have recently heard from the police that Brother|[Jgallf who was at St Ninian’s has
been traced and is in the final stages of being extradited back to Britain for trial. This
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may mean that there is a possibility that | will have to go back to court again and give

evidence.

Since | left care and since | appeared at court and gave evidence against the
Brothers | have never been approached by anyone from the Catholic Church.

| have tried to protect my mum from knowing that | was abused in care. | know that
she would feel responsible and guilty for anything that happened to me. She was
worried about me contacting the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. | don’t blame my mum

in any way.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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