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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: Yes

My name is EEI. My date of birth is the [

1980. My contact details are known to the inquiry.

Background

| was brought up by my mum and dad but they split up and | lived for a period
with both of them separately at different addresses. My dad died two years
ago. My mum is still alive but we didn’t talk for a while but we have recently
been in touch and trying to re-establish our relationship to each other. | have
two sisters and one brother. | have one daughter who is six but | don’t have

custody of her as she is in kinship care with her parental grandparents.

Life before care

| was very unsettled as a child after my mum and dad split up when | was
three or four. When they split up me and my sister went to live with my dad
and his parents. This was one of the happiest times of my life. As my big sister
got older because my dad is not my sister’s dad she wanted to go and live
with my mums parents so she left and | went with her. My maternal
grandfather was in the navy and he was very strict and you were scared to do
anything. | was quite a mischievous child and had a lot of highs and lows. My
behaviour was very erratic. | was suspended in primary three because | sat in
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Life in care — Cleveden, Glasgow

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

15.

Cardross Assessment Centre

| was taken to Cardross Assessment Centre which is in Cardross,
Dunbartonshire near Balloch and it was supposed to only be for three weeks.
The assessment centre was for both boys and girls. There were three or four
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33.

WIT.001.001.6751

In the classroom the art teacher calledwas pervy. | can’t remember his
last name but he liked young lassies. He would do pottery and come behind
you like in the film ‘Ghost’ and put his arms round you and you could feel his
penis on your back. He did this to me. He would also let kids kiss and fondle
each other in the middle of the lessons.

34. (M who was the Maths teacher he would even let two fourteen year old

35.

36.

37.

children shag in his class. When they were doing it he would sit behind his
desk at the other side of the room and play with himself when he was
watching them. He didn'’t think anyone could see but you could see his hand

moving and you couldn’t mistake what he was doing.

| know the staff can’t stop boys and girls from seeing each other as boyfriend
and girlfriend but they let it happen just a bit too much especially when there
were younger children about. They would let kids come in from other classes
and meet in the classroom and sit in the corner and the girl and boy would be
touching and kissing and sometimes there would even be penetrative sex. The
teachers would be aware what was going on and it happened in the classroom

almost on a daily basis.

Other staff had relationships with the kids. There was a girl [Z3Jlfrom
Greenock who had a key worker called Tommy, can’t remember anything else
about him, and she said she would get a fag for giving him a blow job. He
regularly went in to her room and the door was locked. They would be in her

room alone.

The staff used to humiliate and ridicule you saying that you were in there
because nobody else wanted you. Rt | can’t remember his last name, took
a dislike to me and | was forever rolling about the floor with him. If | raised my
voice or was angry about something he would be the first to make my face
black and blue, and give me carpet burns.
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98.

99.

100.

101.

Signed...

WIT.001.001.6764

kids don’t have respect or don’t know what love is. Care staff should learn
about bonding with the children.

My friends and family are always surprised at me the way that | react to
children who are badly behaved. | go down to their level and speak to them
and ask them why they are behaving that way, or ask them why they did what
they did. It is important to be positive and not react with aggression. Staff
should be trained that way, and not straight away restrain the person like what

happened to me.

There should also be a sensory room available for kids to go into when they
feel that things are building up and in there they would get a chance to calm
down.

Hopes for the inquiry

| hope that we can help change or shape the care system a little better so that
children aren’t going from one traumatic experience to another because
getting put in to a care home is traumatic enough but it's about having the right
staff, and making sure they are fully trained, although you can’t teach
empathy. | just want to hope people will listen to me and things change for the
better.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the
evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are

true

Dated.......... 4.
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