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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HDU

Support person present: No

1. Myname is My date of birth is |JJJij 1960. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. When | was born | was given the surname [EEIJJij from my natural mother. | do not
know anything about my natural parents. | was adopted when | was two or three

months old by || lllla"c I | was not aware | was adopted until | was

about fourteen years old and when | was in Geilsland, [EXEG tc!d me.

3. Initially we stayed at ||l near Mount Florida and when | was five we moved
to Croftfoot in Castlemilk. When | was six the family adopted [l She was a baby
at the time and | think my parents knew her mother.

4. The first school | went to was Croftfoot Primary and | really enjoyed my time there. |
was about eight or nine when my parents split up when he ran off with another woman.
It was a long time before they divorced. | stayed in the house with mum and |l for
about six months, before | went to stay with my dad. |l stayed with mum and my
dad never saw her again. It was never explained to me why | moved to dads and

I stayed with mum.

5. At this time dad was staying in Stewarton in Ayrshire before he moved to Burnside in
Glasgow and later Dumbarton. | started going to school at Burnside Primary. At that

time |1 was allowed to play with pals and go to their houses. They were not allowed to
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Larchgrove Assessment Centre, Edinburgh Road, Glasgow

| was taken from the Panel straight to Larchgrove by the social work. | thought it would
be similar to Cardross but it was much bigger. | think there were about 250 boys split
into 4 different houses. The houses were all named after Scottish Islands.

| can remember some of the staff at the home. Mr Tinlin was the Physical Training
Instructor, Mr R was a senior member of staff and | remember Mr RN who
was also senior at the home. They were on different shifts and did not usually work
together. Mr RNl was a really big guy and a rugby player. If you did anything wrong
and were given a slap by him, he was so strong you would be knocked to the ground.
Mr McGee, who was young and trendy and fitted in with the boys in the home. There
was a lot of turnover of staff, maybe because it did not suit them. | think there were
maybe five or six for each house during the day and more at night. There was never
a shortage of staff.

Routine at Larchgrove Assessment Centre, Edinburgh Road, Glasgow

When | went into the reception area, just like Cardross, | had to take all my clothes off.
| was given a set of clothes and had a medical carried out. This was to see if | had any
lice, which was quite common in Larchgrove. | was then taken to the Headmaster’s

office and told what was expected of me and the sent to my dormitory.

Next to reception and the Headmaster’s office there was a long corridor which led to
the four houses. In each of the houses there were probably at least five or six staff on
duty and they worked on a shift rota system. The only exception to that was the night
shift, who were the same permanent staff.

| was allocated to Bute House where there were about thirty boys aged between twelve

and seventeen. Bute House had about four or five dormitories with between eight and
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50.

51.

52.

53.

gym as the PTI, Mr Tinlin, was off sick. When he came back to work we had gym for
two hours, twice a week and he would also take us for boxing lessons. He was only
there for a short period before he was off sick again.

Healthcare

Apart from the check-ups when | arrived there were no other visits at the home. | did
have to go to the dentist and the treatment was atrocious. | was suffering from
toothache and they tried to give me painkillers but that did not help. | was taken to the
dentist and he took the wrong tooth out. After that visit | was still having pain in the
same area. | was sent back to the dentist and lost another tooth. Again | was still in
pain. | was then sent to the local doctor and he found | had a gumboil. He gave me a
jag and that helped the pain go away. It felt like the dentist could not be bothered as |
was from the home.

| can remember the nurse having to stitch up a cut after | had been fighting with another
boy.

Bed wetting

If someone wet the bed Mr (EIMIII would make a big deal of it. He would make sure
that everyone was told the person had wet the bed. On the dormitory door there were
name cards showing who was in each room. The card might have info such as which
religion you were part of, but he would add the letters ‘BW’ to ensure that the person

was identified even more.

Leisure time

During leisure time there was a lot of violence as the boys would fight with each other.
One time there was a boy who suffered a slashing wound when a boy had used a

broken plate. | can’t remember those involved, but the boy responsible was transferred

to Longriggend.
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61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

One time one of the staff was feeling sorry for me and along with some others we had
been taken out for a day and when the chance came me and three others just ran off.
There was a fourth boy but he got caught.

Trips

| did get taken out for day trips. | can remember being taken to the Prestonpans area
to go to the beach there. | can also remember we were down at Largs for the day.

Visits

My father came to visit me once and it was just to give me abuse about stealing. He
was only there for about ten minutes and the visit was cut short. That was the last |
saw him until | was in my twenties. | went to see, but that was not a great visit. His
cousin || oid visit me there as well on a couple of occasions.

| can’t remember anyone coming from the outside to check up on me.
Discipline

When the police brought us back from running away | was put into the cell next to the
reception area. | was threatened by staff, | can't remember which one, that | would get
the belt. | was brought back to the home at about one in the morning and kept in there
until the Headmaster arrived in the morning. He was the one that would give us the
belt. That wasn't the only time | was placed in the cell. If | had done anything wrong
that would be where | might end up.

Abuse within Larchgrove Assessment Centre, Edinburgh Road, Glasgow

Another punishment if it was for something more serious, perhaps fighting, | would be
given the belt by EXMIIEG | think | was punished in that manner a couple of

times. He would give me between four and six strokes on the backside, over my
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66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

clothes. There was always a witness there, usually another member of staff. If it was
for fighting then both boys would be punished.

Sometimes if | was having an argument with some other kid in the home.
s would often hit me on the head without me knowing he was behind me.

Mr (SRl was a vulgar man. He was always shouting and swearing at us kids. He
behaved like an old style Sergeant Major. If he caught you doing anything wrong he
would come up behind you and slap you to the head, sometimes he even punched
you there.

Leaving Larchgrove Assessment Centre, Edinburgh Road, Glasgow

Before | was moved | was sent to another panel. | had been waiting on a vacancy at
another home. | thought it may have been somewhere like Rossie Farm, but it tured
out | was being sent to Geilsland.

The social worker took me from Larchgrove to Geilsland in his Hillman Hunter. On the
way there we stopped at a shop for cigarettes. He let me go in by myself. | considered
running away but decided against it.

Geilsland School, Geilsland Road, Beith

When | arrived at Geilsland | was met at the reception area, within Rookie House, by

a member of staff. | was then taken to meet XSGR

who was an ex-military man, ||l He told me that if | was addressing him |
was to call him ‘EX5lF’. He gave me a breakdown of the rules of the school. He kept
making out that if | did not behave whilst | was there he would make sure | was sent
to Borstal.

B (ivcd in a bungalow [ 2d the other staff lived in

quarters near to Rookie House. There was a gym in the grounds which had previously
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72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

17

been built by the residents. There was a large garden area, with a football pitch and
an assault course. They had all the different work houses for engineering, brick work
etc.

| can remember some of the other staff. | remember Mr GRS who was

SNR joiner. | found him to be incompetent throughout my time there. Also there
was Mr ([E3E who was EACHENE. V'r G =n G

who was the residential care officer. | never saw eye to eye with RGN
He was always finding fault with anything | did. A lot of the time he then arranged for
Mr EZllor one of the other staff to administer some sort of discipline.

Rookie House was a sandstone building on three levels. New Vic House was like a
prefabricated building and it was all on one level. White House was a big modern
house on different levels.

When you arrived at Geilsland you were allocated to Rookie House. Once | had been
there for between eight and twelve weeks | was moved to one of the other houses. |
can remember being transferred to Old Vic. There was a chapel in the school and |
can remember helping to put the heating in there.

| think there were probably about one hundred boys in Geilsland School, split between
the houses. The boys were mostly aged between fourteen and sixteen, with a couple
of them seventeen. In Rookie House | was in a dormitory with about another twelve
boys.

| was given a kit bag with all the clothing that | would need while | was at the school.
That kit bag had to be packed in a particular manner, if not packed properly you were
in trouble. In the bag was a donkey jacket, dungarees, two pairs of working jeans, two
pairs of underwear, two pairs of socks, trousers, shirt, tie, shoes, PT kit, trunks, razor,
toothbrush, waterproof sou'wester clothing and a hat.

The first full day there | was given a test. This was to see where | was with reading

and writing. | could write and | was sent to learn a trade rather than educate me further.
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78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

The standard we were being taught a trade was never good enough for anyone to be
able to get a job on the outside.

When you arrived at Rookie House they would turn all the lights off and make you
pretend to get up and go for a cold shower. This was to make you learn some of the
things you were required to do. You were left in the shower until such time as you sang
them a song or took several strokes of the stick, given out by SXSIEGzGE ! could
not sing so always took the stick. This was repeated maybe twelve times over a two
week period. This was merely a punishment.

The punishments could also be for not getting out of your bed quick enough in the
morning. At night they would make you pretend you are just up and have to make the
bed. They would repeat this several times until we got it right.

Routine

We were woken by a different member of staff each morning, but it was Mr [{Eal or
any of the other members of staff on duty. Each day we had to make the bed properly
and all squared off the same way the army did it. Our kit was inspected once a week
on Saturday. If we did not make the bed properly we were told we had to sing a song
or receive the stick from Every morning after breakfast we had
morning assembly where we were each given our tasks for the day.

We worked all day, with the exception of lunch break, until around four o’clock. Our
tea was four thirty and then we went back to our individual houses for five o’clock. We
did have some leisure time, which was very little, before going to bed. There was not
a lot of leisure time as they always had you doing something.

Food

Every meal was eaten in Rookie House. All the boys from each of the houses ate there

as the dining hall was big enough to take everyone. The food was good and the ladies
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83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

who did the cooking took pride in what they were offering. There would be four of us
at the table and one of us would act as a waiter and pick the food up from the ladies.
Each week we took turns about to be the waiter.

Breakfast was the usual cereal, tea and toast, but on a Sunday we were given a
cooked breakfast. Lunchtime was a three course meal, soup, main course and
pudding, and it would be something lighter at tea time. We were all sent to bed around

nine o'clock.

We had to march to everywhere we had to go to in the school. That included going to
dining hall for meals. We were instructed on how to march and if necessary we were
given extra marching lessons in the evening, by most of the staff.

| was being allocated to the building section. | was there for a while but | did not like
the instructor. If he thought | had done anything wrong he would hit me with drainage
rods. | had an interest in engineering and wanted a move out of that section and was
asked by the Engineering instructor why | was looking for the transfer. | was asked if |
had a problem with building or the instructor. | told him in front of the building instructor
it was both. He said that as | was honest | could go working with him. My time there
was mainly plumbing but there was some car mechanic skills as well.

Bathing

In Rookie House we had showers every night which were supervised by the staff.
When | moved over to Vic House it became more relaxed. With the limited number of
showers we worked it out ourselves who would go down at any given time. There were
never any issues there.

Religion

There was a chapel in the schoo! || GGz but on each Sunday we

were all made to attend the local church in Beith. Again we were marched down to the

church which was about a mile away.

17



DocuSign Envelope ID: 27DD3C83-6018-4891-94AB-1BBD3BE79AS57

88.

89.

90.

91.

Birthday/Christmas

| can’t remember any birthday being celebrated at the school, but Christmas was. The
staff made efforts with the decorations and the food. There were even celebrations on
Burn’s night. There was a Reverend James Currie, who used to be on TV doing Late
Call. He was invited into the home several times and he would do the address to the
haggis. He was really funny and he took time to speak to us. His way of dealing with
religion was much different from He took an interest in me and
even taught me how to play chess.

When it came to Christmas the school did put on nice meals and there was turkey for
the dinner. When it came to the festive break most residents were allowed home. |
had nowhere to go so had to stay with some others in my position. We were looked
after by a couple, I They did not have family of their own but they were
really nice with us. Nobody gave them any issues during that time. We called them il

and I to avoid any confusion [N

Healthcare

| did not have to see a doctor for any reason. | was taken to the dentist when | was at
the school. | was able to get a plate made, for the previous ones that had been
removed. It was not great as it did not fit properly and it was only when | was out of
care and able to get one done that fitted properly.

Leisure
At each of the houses for our leisure time there was a pool table, it was a full size
snooker table in Rookie House. There was a table tennis table in each house and TV

which was supervised. During leisure time we were still not allowed to visit any of the

other houses.
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93.

94.

95.

96.

At the school | was smoking roll ups. We were allocated a half ounce of tobacco each
week. It had to last the week and | always made sure | rolled them thin to make it last.

Chores

In each of our houses we all did our own cleaning and laundry. The cleaning was done
by hand and we used carbolic soap. We washed our clothes and put them through the
mangle. There were no machines to help. Ironing was another chore where we had to
ensure we had creases in shirts and trousers.

We were taken out of the school where we were tasked with collecting money for
charity. Another chore when we were out was to cut gardens for some people. When
we were taken out for those chores we were in a minibus or a truck with a canopy and
long bench seats, like an old army transport truck.

Bed wetting

There was nothing about bed wetting when | was in Rookie House but when | was in
New Vic house one boy out of the blue wet the bed. There was no physical punishment
but he was ridiculed by the staff. even brought it up at morning
assembly. He was issued with a rubber mattress. At the side of the beds we had a
locker with our names on it. Once more his name card was written on to identify him
as a bed wetter.

Discipline

Some of the manners of disciplining us would be to complete PE in the snow in our
swimming trunks. It could also involve going on a six mile run, over a course known
as the Bickham, which was always timed. If you had been on a run and disciplined by
running on a later occasion you had to better your previous time. Sometimes they

would follow you in a van or even chase you in the van to make you run faster.
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97.

98.

99.

100.

There was a resident who | only know as ‘Jif- He was fooling around on the
scaffolding and fell. Unfortunately he died from his injuries. In the school they had a
memorial for him and someone was playing a piano. The group involved were taken
to the reception area and Mr IR was demanding to know who it
was that played the piano. No one came forward. He gathered every boy there and
slapped each person in turn. Nobody spoke up and he went round them a second
time. No one was admitting to it and he only stopped when he got too tired. Nobody
was ever going to admit to it. | am not sure if there was ever a police investigation into
it.

Running away

| did not run away while | was at Geilsland as we were threatened that if we ran away
we would be sent to a borstal.

Trips

| was never out on any days away with the staff or any holidays. | did not get any leave
as | had nowhere to go to. After about six months at the school | did get work at
weekends with ||l removals, delivering flour to bakeries and for || N
I ccliveries. This was during the week | was allowed to stay out until nine
o’clock. Once a month if we had behaved we were allowed out to the cinema and |
could go with some others who were also allowed out.

Visits

Social workers did come to the school but it was not for any official visit for us. We
were to show them around the place but we were not allowed to say anything bad to
them, as you were under the threat of violence. One of them was an old science
teacher from secondary school, who recognised me right away. He said he had left
teaching to become a social worker. | did not get to speak to any of them about the

school.
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102.

103.

104.

105.

| cannot remember having any visits from the social work to check up on how things
were going as [RMIGEGEGEE 2 the resident social worker at the school. | think
that might have been the reason why | never saw any who may have visited the school.

| can also remember my dad’s cousin, ||} came to visit me at Geilsland.
He took me to his house on a couple of occasions and | would stay there between
Saturday and Sunday. He always made me welcome. Later in life, when | had kids, |
thought it would be a good idea to visit him as he had been good to me. | was hoping
to introduce him to my kids. When | arrived | found he had moved house and | did not
know where he had moved to and | never saw him again.

| had always wanted to join the army and just before my sixteenth birthday one of the
staff arranged for me to take a test at the recruiting office. | sailed through the tests
and was intending to enlist. The army told me | needed to get someone from the Panel
or the school to sign off on this, because of my age. [EXEGTITININEGEGEGEG 25 tasked
with making contact with them and he refused my application because it was against
his beliefs. As | was so used the regimented life style the army would have been ideal
for me.

Abuse at Geilsland School, Geilsland Road, Beith

SNR had a variety of sticks of different widths.

Each of them was wrapped in different coloured electrical tape. If he decided he was
punishing us he would send us to his office and bring a particular coloured stick to him,
which he would hit us with. At assembly if we had done anything wrong the previous
day he brought it up. He would make us bend over in front of everyone and he would

hit us with between four and six strokes each time. | got this several times from

| was hit on several occasions by Mr [Jallll one of the teachers. This was as a result

of talking back to him or for not doing something he had instructed me to do.
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110.

111.

If | had any disagreements with he would take the issue to Mr

HFA who was and he in turn would hit us on our

heads. It was usually much harder in those circumstances because they thought it was

wrong anyone being against || ]} ]EJEEEEE Vhi'st this happened

HDY would stand watching and snigger to himself.

Near the end of my time at Geilsland | had been going on the same bus into town. |
met a girl who stayed in Kilwinning and | was going to be staying Irvine, the next town
over. One weekend she was having a party and had invited me. She wrote to me at
the school to confirm permission would be granted. It turned out it was
HDY who dealt with it and had read her letter. He telephoned her and told her
that | wanted nothing more to do with her. He came to me and told me what he done
and started laughing at me. When he told me this | felt like | wanted to hurt him.

Leaving Geilsland School, Geilsland Road, Beith

| was sixteen and nearing the end of my time at Geilsland. | was never sent back to a
Panel for any official release but was told by FRMIEEGEGEEE that | was being
released but would be on licence for three months.

| was aware that | had saved up a lot of the money | had earned in the school as an
outworker. At that time it was £365 which was kept in a Post Office account held by
the school. | knew that this would come in handy for when | left the school to keep me
going at the beginning of my life outside.

| had been at the local Post Office in Irvine and saw an advert for some digs being
available. (M <t to check the place out and told me all was okay.
Unfortunately for me he neglected to tell me that | would be sharing a room with a 56
year old alcoholic.

When | was leaving Geilsland SXSIEGE V-3l said that | could come back
any time and visit the place. | told them there was no chance of that as | never liked
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112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

the place. He then grabbed me by the neck and pinned me against the wall. When he
finished telling what he thought of me he let me go.

Life after Geilsland School, Geilsland Road, Beith

| started working as an apprentice with ||| | | BB but ost it because | got
involved in a fight there. | had a job with Scottish Land who | previously worked for on
Saturdays. When | started working there | was earning fourteen pounds a week, but |
had to pay ten pounds in dig money.

At this time | was in contact with the school to arrange for me to get my £365 but they
kept fobbing me off.

When it came to the two week holidays | was taking | was told by my boss that | had
not paid enough in stamps to be given holiday pay. He advised that | go to the social
security office and make a claim there. Unfortunately when | attended there and they
carried out checks it turned out the lady | had my digs at was on the brew and wasn’t
allowed to have lodgers. They contacted her and | was kicked out.

| then got some digs with a couple who had a young child. The child was so young the
cot was in their room and | was sleeping in the child’s room. | had to move out of this
set of digs as the child was getting older and needed its own room.

At this time | was still having problems with getting my money from the school.
Eventually picked me up and took me to the school. When | got
there | was in a room with and Mr EENEIN
left the room and [ESIll locked the room we were in. Without warning he punched
me and knocked me to the ground. Mr [l started punching me and hitting me on
the head and body. He started accusing me of stealing overalls and selling them on. |
had never stole from them at all. He insisted they had been told by two of the other

residents that | was involved and that as a result they wanted me to sign over the
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177.

178.

179.

me | know | would have been a totally different person today. The social work
throughout my life has always let me down massively

Geilsland and places like that should not be allowed to exist. The staff there were just
power hungry. They achieved nothing for the people in their care and their systems
were a total failure.

Borstals and their systems are already closed and | have mixed views on that. They
did have some ideas which were right. Some of the people who had been to borstal
never re-offended again. When | got a chance | went down the line of not wanting to
go back into the system and put my life back together. Some were not so lucky and
having wrongly put in those places they have gone down the route of taking drugs and
it has ruined their lives.

Other Information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

HDU
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