




















































































































































































































1 ' Gary ' (read) 

2 MS MACLEOD : Good afternoon , my Lady . 
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We ' ll begin by reading in a statement of 

an applicant who wishes to remain anonymous and he ' ll 

use the pseudonym ' Gary '. 

The witness statement can be found at 

WIT-1-000000581 : 

' My name is ' Gary '. I was born in 1972 . My mum 

went t hrough a hard time . She was abused a lot by my 

real father . He was nothing but a drunk . My mum had to 

try and bring up five children whilst he was out 

gallivanting. 

My stepfather came into our lives when I was at 

a very young age . I would have been at primary school , 

but I can ' t remember exactly what age I was . My mum was 

beaten up a lot by my stepfather too . 

The police were around a lot because my stepfather 

would beat her up and smash up the house . I ended up in 

care , after going to a Children's Hearing . It was 

around about the time that our stepfather came into our 

lives that we started getting put into homes . 

It was one of the panels that sent me to St Helen ' s . 

I don ' t know why I was sent there , but i t could have 

been because I was getting into trouble or something . 

I can ' t remember wty I ended up there the two t imes 
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I went . ' 

Between paragraphs 5 and 15 the witness speaks about 

his recollections of his experience at St Helen ' s in 

Roseburn in Edinburgh . 

In paragraph 16 he speaks about his life after 

St Helen ' s and before going to St Joseph's , Tranent . 

I ' ll go to paragraph 17 of the statement : 

' I can ' t remember what happened in the lead-up to me 

going to St Joseph ' s . I got into trouble and was 

attending children's hearings . I really can't remember 

exactly what happe~ed . It would have been a panel that 

put me into St Joseph ' s , but I can ' t remember why t hey 

put me there . 

When I first started going to St Joseph ' s I was 

a day pupil . That would have been when I was either 

nine- or ten-years old, in either 1981 or 1982 . I could 

have been younger . I can't remember how long I was 

a day pupil there before t hat turned into me being 

a residential pupil . 

There were three separate bits t o St Joseph ' s . It 

was like different blocks in a prison . The front of the 

building was a care sort of home , which also held some 

classrooms . It was where the school was . The Brothers 

had their own residence in that middle bit of 

St Joseph ' s too . 

108 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

There were then two buildings to each side of that . 

I can ' t remember the names of those bits , but one of 

them was called something like Benelders , that was the 

part I was in . I don ' t remember what t h e headmaster of 

St Joseph ' s ' s name was , but he was an old man . He was 

a Brother rather than a civilian . As far as I was aware 

he was the head of the Brothers too , that is what 

I thought when I was at St Joseph ' s . He never assaulted 

me . 

I can 't remember the name of the man who was in 

charge of the Benelders part of St Joseph 's, but he had 

a beard and glasses . Brother Benedict was in charge of 

one of the bits of St Joseph ' s , but not the part that 

I was in. I don ' t know what his proper name is , but we 

called him Brother Ben . 

There was a man in there who taught joinery . 

I don ' t remember his name . He had a beard and 

mous tache . He had black hair . For some reason 

I remember him building a boat in one of the sheds in 

St Joseph's . 

There were two brothers , in the sense they were 

siblings , who did the mechanics . They were basically 

handymen . I think their surname was - One of 

those brothers was all right . He looked out for me . As 

far as I can remember he was a nice guy . I don ' t really 
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remember t he other brother much , because I d idn ' t really 

speak to him . There was a matron who lived in 

Benelders , she stayed at the top , I don ' t remember her 

name . She had a boyfriend who was also a staff member . 

He stayed with her in her part of the building . I can ' t 

remember his name . He had a beard and was a different 

person to the person who was in charge of Benelders . 

There was a woman who cooked the mea ls , she was the 

only person in there who was really all right . I don ' t 

remember her name , she was just a nice lady 

I'm sure t he Inquiry has the routine from other 

people they have spoken to , so it is not something 

I really want to go into in this statement . 

I remember my first day at St Joseph ' s . I was shown 

about I think I was shown around Benelders that day . 

That was t he part of St Joseph ' s that was t he furthest 

away from the entrance . We used to go to classes during 

the day, if we didL ' t go to classes we would do things 

like joinery. There was a hall that we used to go to at 

the start of the day where they told you what you were 

doing and what classes you would be going to . That was 

an assembly . I think we were told at the top of the 

gym . 

There were pool tables in that part of St Joseph ' s . 

We used to go home for weekends sometimes . That was 
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taken away a l ot from me as a punishment . I remember 

weekend leave home being taken off me when I tried to 

report things . They never made an effort to speak to 

me , e i ther in a one to one or at any time . I never saw 

any of that crap . All I experienced was bullying and 

hurt . 

I used to run away a lot of the time . There must be 

loads of pol i ce reports , because I was e i ther caught by 

them or they were informed each time I ran away . The 

police assaulted me each time they caught me after I ran 

away . They always battered me . The only time I wasn ' t 

assaul ted by the police was the occasion where the 

matron ' s boyfriend came to pick me up at Wester Hailes 

Police Station and physical ly assaul ted me i n front of 

them . Those police officers were actually all right on 

that one occasion . 

I just wish that I had never been at St Joseph ' s . 

I was in fear of my life all the time I was in there . 

The staff were phy~ical and violent with al l the 

children a lot . T~at ' s the way that they kept 

discipline . Doing that wasn ' t the answer and it didn ' t 

work . Violence i s~ •t the answer for anything when you 

can tal k to somebody instead . 

I was punched a few times by staff . When I say 

punched, I mean full-blown punches to the head . I was 
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slapped, grabbed, shoved and put in headlocks . A lot of 

the staff did that sort of thing in there . They never 

tried to hide what they did . They did it in front of 

everyone , including staff members . I would find it hard 

to believe that otter staff members if they were spoken 

to by the Inquiry could say that they hadn ' t seen stuff 

going on . 

The man who was in the Benelders part of 

St Joseph ' s , who had a beard and wore glasses , was very 

hands on all the time . He was just a horrible bastard . 

He never spoke to ~s . He just used his hands . 

I remember him punching me in the head and giving me 

full-force slaps . 

The man who taught joinery was a horrible, violent 

bastard . For some strange reason he used to bully me 

all the time . I don ' t know why he did that . He used to 

punch me and other children . He would kick the shit out 

of us . I remember him punching me in t he head. He gave 

me full-force slaps . I don ' t think I would have been 

the only one he bullied . He must have done the same 

sort of things to other boys in there . 

I remember that he once took us out somewhere . It 

was either a visit or we were out camping . I can ' t 

remember where it was , but there was a big park there . 

They had a zipline . Just as a joke I climbed onto the 
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front of the van and pressed a button that stopped t h e 

engine from starting . What a doing I got for that . He 

gave me full punches in the van . 

I remember that one of the - brothers , who 

was one of the handymen , looked out for me . He was 

aware that the man who taught joinery was out to get me . 

For some reason he looked out for me because of that . 

The matron ' s boyfriend was just a horrible bastard, 

he was a bully . He physically assaulted me all the 

time . I can ' t remember specific things he did, when he 

phys i cally assaulted me or where that happened in 

St Joseph ' s . ~11 I remember is him doing it all the 

time . 

I remember an occasion when I ran away . I was 

caught by the police and they took me back to the police 

station in Wester Hailes . The matron ' s boyfriend tried 

to assault me in front of the police at Wester Hailes 

Police Station when he came to get me . I think he 

called me a scumbag , then grabbed me and put me into 

a headlock . I remember that the police officers were 

all right . They said to the matron ' s boyfriend, " He ' s 

only a wee laddie " when they saw what he was doing and 

asked me whether I wanted them to press charges . 

However I said no . 

I don 't know whether the police made a record of 
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what happened . I remember that when the matron ' s 

boyfriend got me back to St Joseph ' s he made me clean 

the yard . I remember him making me do it at 2 am with 

a brush . That happened more than one t ime . I remember 

doing that in the rain , sleet and snow after times I had 

run away . I remember being exhausted and just wanting 

to go to bed . 

Brother Benedict would do horrible things to me . He 

was just a horrible weirdo . He started doing things he 

did to me after the time the matron 's boyfriend 

assaulted me in the police station in Wester Hailes . 

I think I said to the police that I was scared of 

Brother Benedict after the first time I was handed back 

to him after runni~g away . The police didn ' t listen to 

me and just put me into Brother Benedict ' s hands . 

After that first time I was brought back to 

Brother Benedict , te made me do the same sort of thing 

as when I was brought back by the matron ' s boyfriend . 

I was made to sweep the yard and so on . 

Later on , after running away, Brother Benedict would 

take me out of the Benelders part and into the school 

part of St Joseph ' s . I can't remember exactly where he 

took me , but I remember being taken down a corridor . 

I don ' t know whether where we ended up was his chambers , 

the back of a classroom or whatever . Whatever it was , 
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it was at front of the home and it would only be me and 

him in the room . When I got into the room he would make 

me stand in the corner of the room . He would hit me 

with a stick . I don ' t know whether it was a bamboo 

stick or some sort of cane . Whatever it was , it was 

fucking sore when te hit me . 

He would then tell me to strip down to my Y-fronts . 

The first few times I didn ' t know what he was doing 

behind me , because I was facing the wall . I later 

discovered that he was fondling himself behind my back . 

I know that because I turned round and could see his 

semen on t he f loor . 

I have this picture in my mind of me in the corner 

crying and that bastard standing behind me . For some 

reason he used to get more excited when I was crying . 

I don ' t know why, but for some reason it seemed to turn 

him on . I remember him saying after he did what he did 

that if I said anything then my family would go to hell . 

I ended up not saying anything for a long time 

because of that . All this happened numerous times after 

the time I ran away . As soon as he took me out of 

Benelders and took me down to the corridor to that room 

I just knew that was going to happen . I t was t he same 

every time . I fou~d out later on after leaving 

St Joseph ' s that he used to do the same thing to other 
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boys . I ' ve heard that he also did things with boxes 

that gave kids electric shocks . I never experienced 

that sort of thing . If that did happen then I don ' t 

remember it . I t hink it was the police who told me this 

was happening . The police have told me in adult life 

that Brother Benedict was done for abuse in the 1960s , 

but that he had been reemployed . 

I was told that after I was told he wasn 't getting 

prosecuted by the Procurator Fiscal in 2014 . Apparently 

it was the same sort of thing he was doing with me that 

he was doing with other kids . I think he was with one 

church then moved to another church . He was all owed to 

do this , t hat and the other and it was all just brushed 

under the carpet . If Brother Benedict has been doing 

things since the 1960s , then it ' s hard to think just how 

many lives he ruined . 

17 LADY SMITH : This is a~other witness who seems to have 

18 

19 

20 

a misunderstanding and it will probably be to do with 

the lapse of time between the events for whi ch Benedict 

was prosecuted and the trials that t ook place . 

21 MS MACLEOD : It could be that, my Lady . 

22 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

23 MS MACLEOD : 'I would see my mum, my brothers and my sisters 

24 

25 

when I went home at weekend . I never told them about 

anything t hat was b.appening . That would be just insane . 
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It would have been too much for them. We didn ' t talk 

about these kind of things among ourselves while we were 

in care . I certai~ly didn ' t . 

I can ' t remember sitting down and saying to someone 

else who was in these homes with me . It ' s not something 

that you would brag about . 

Outside of my family and the other children who were 

in care with me I used to go on all the time about what 

was happening with Brother Benedict . I would talk about 

it to anyone I could speak to . I spoke to the police , 

care workers and social workers whilst I was at 

St Joseph ' s . No o~e I reported things to believed me . 

I remember the occasions when I reported it to the 

police . I told them on numerous occasions that the 

reasons I was running away was because I was terrified 

of Brother Benedict . I was always on my own when 

I reported what wa~ happening , they would just batter me 

when I told them t hat and say I was lying . I received 

punches to the head for reporting t hose things . 

Sometimes I was hit with a stick . My head is covered in 

scars . It ' s like a roadmap from the number of times 

I was hit by truncheons as a child . 

I remember a couple of times when the police took me 

straight back to St Joseph ' s . They handed me back to 

Brother Benedict a~d said " enjoy". That d idn ' t happen 
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every time , but did a coupl e of times . The police 

allowed these things to happen back then . They ' re t h e 

ones who are most at fault . It was like they encouraged 

i t . 

I remember speaki ng to people who came into 

St J oseph ' s . I assume that they were social workers but 

I don ' t know . I spoke to a couple of the workers in 

St Joseph ' s too . I know I said to whoever it was a few 

times about Brother Benedict , what Brother Benedict was 

doing . Every time I ended up being hurt at the end of 

i t . Nobody believed me . That led to me just thinking 

it was part of my life and that was just the path I had 

to go down . It then became my whole life . I think 

I then stopped trying to report what was happening for 

a while . 

Towards the end of my time at St Joseph ' s I spoke to 

the headmaster of St Joseph ' s in his office about what 

was happening . I was alone with him when I first 

reported what Brotter Benedict was doing . I told him 

that was the reaso~ I was running away . The headmaster 

then brought Brother Benedict into the office . 

I remember wetting myself because I was so scared . 

The headmaster must have seen the fear in me . After 

that meeting happe~ed Brother Benedict stopped doing 

what he was doing for about a week . He then started 
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doing what he was doing again . I t hink I t hen started 

trying to report wtat was happening to anyone I could 

again . It wasn ' t long after that that I was moved to 

St Mary ' s . It could have been about three mont hs later . 

I remember that just before I was moved they woke me 

up in the early ho~rs of t he morning and made me sign 

something . I didn ' t know what it was I signed then and 

I still don ' t know to this day . I don ' t want to talk 

about St Mary ' s . Speaking to the Inquiry about that 

place as well as tte other p laces I have been would be 

too much for me at this time in my life . All I want to 

say is I was placed in the secure block there . 

What happened ruined my life . The impact all of 

this has had on me has been disgraceful . I have not had 

a life at all beca~se of this . I don ' t think anybody 

can move on from tte t hings that happened . I ' ve never 

escaped it . It ha~ always been on my mind and always 

will be . I do have flashbacks . They ' re horribl e . 

I ' ve been trying to get this out since I was a kid . My 

life has been fucked up ever since . I ' ve never been 

steered to the rigr.t place in my life . I have always 

been surrounded by people who I don ' t know whether 

they ' re genuine or not . I definitely wouldn ' t have hung 

around with the sort of people I hung around with in 

care if I hadn ' t been put there . I was actually a n i ce 
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kid before I was p~t in these homes. These homes 

changed me in a lot of different ways . 

After I left care I started hanging around with some 

of the kids I was in the homes with . I ended up on 

drugs . I used drugs to block it all out and try to 

forget about it . That led me to getting involved in 

crime . That led me to getting involved with 

undes i rables . The drugs never worked . It was always 

there at the back of my mind . 

I have been in and out of prison ever since I left 

care . I have spent over 26 years of my life in prison . 

I was a problem prisoner about 20 years ago because of 

the shit that happened in my life . I mistrust 

everybody. When I say everybody I really do mean 

everybody . The only person I fully trust in this world 

is my mum . Even tten I think there have been times when 

I haven ' t trusted ter, because of all shit that has 

happened to me . 

What happened a million per cent has affected my 

relationship with my family . I don't have 

a relationship witt my family any more . That ' s both 

from what happened to me but also how I acted 

afterwards . I know right from wrong , but I ' ve made too 

many bad decisions . 

These places affect the way you think when you get 
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older in a big way . It makes you more depressed , sad , 

suspicious and a lert . It has broken me a nd fucked my 

life right up . The only thing I have got going in my 

l ife i s I am fit ard nothing e l se . I ' ve grown up in 

life to believe that I was always on my own . 

I shouldn ' t bel ieve that . 

I tried to report what Brother Benedict did to 

a sheriff called Steriff Crowe in 2014 . He asked me why 

I was in and out of trouble because he couldn ' t 

understand it . I ended up telling him what happened . 

He then spoke to me to say that he saw it was a cry for 

help and asked why I hadn ' t tol d the pol ice . I told him 

that I couldn ' t tell the police what had happened 

because every time I had tried in the past they had 

kicked the shit out of me . I said that every time 

I came forward witt something like that I was told I was 

lying . Sheriff Crowe then told me that the police 

I woul d be speaking to would be a different type of 

police . Speaking to Sheriff Crowe was the first time in 

all the times I told people what happened to me that 

anyone seemed to believe me . 

When I did speak to the police after that it took me 

four hours to go ttrough my statement . They were from 

a police station ir Dalkeith in Edinburgh . They came to 

my house to interview me . I told them what I have said 
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in this statement , but I went into more detail . I then 

had to sign the statement . 

There was a big rigmarole trying to get what 

I reported to court . I ended up under eight stones of 

weight because of it all . I remember that during 

a later hearing in Edinburgh Sheriff Court Sheriff Crowe 

said he couldn ' t u~derstand how it was all taking so 

long . In the end I was told by the police and the 

Procurator Fiscal that the things I was reporting had 

taken too long to get to court . I was told that there 

was time failings . Brother Benedict got let off with 

everything . 

I have tried over my life to report things until 

I ' ve been both black and blue in my face . I' m the 

victim and I have ~ad to go over the things that 

happened to me umpteen times . I'm sick of talking about 

what happened to people and nothing getting done . 

Speaking to the Inquiry is the last time I ' m going to 

try to formally report what happened . The next thing 

I want to do is write a book about how I've been let 

down by the system. 

I just don ' t u~derstand why I have been put through 

what I have been p~t t hrough . I'm not a horribl e 

person . I am a ki~d person , but for some reason life 

keeps flinging bad things in my direction . A lot of it 
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has to have been because of that fucking horribl e 

bastard . The system is a joke and has let me down . 

It ' s like the system likes certain people who have been 

abused and not others . They wil l only try to prosecute 

abusers when they like the person who has been abused . 

I t feels like the system is set up to say wel l l et it 

happen to these people and just make it look like we ' re 

really doing sometting . That i s what happened to me . 

I f I was rich or famous things coul d have been 

different . 

There was nothing good about St Joseph ' s at all . 

St J oseph ' s wasn ' t a p l ace that benefited anybody . 

Nobody there helped me in a way or allowed me to get on 

with my life . My time there was one fucking big 

nightmare . It was hell . I wish I could take that 

nightmare away from that part of my brain . Putting all 

these kids together in big homes didn ' t work . The 

system worked like a car engine that produced 

criminality . These homes were just a steppi ng stone for 

people to go into crime . I don ' t know anyone who went 

to that place who went on to have a good life . 

I don ' t understand why that abuse was allowed to 

happen at St Josept ' s . People shoul dn ' t have done what 

they did to me . Ttey shouldn ' t have been allowed around 

children . 
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I really don ' t think anything is going to come of me 

speaking to the Inquiry . I don't think it ' s going to do 

any good. The only way things would happen is if I was 

rich or famous or something . I don ' t think the things 

I have sa i d will go anywhere or anything will happen . 

I don ' t think things will change in the future for 

children in care . I don ' t think people like the police 

will ever change . 

I was onl y a ctil d at the t ime I was at St Joseph' s . 

It doesn ' t matter what age you are , abuse is abuse . The 

reason I want my name out there is so that people , 

especially my mum, can find out why I ' ve turned out the 

way I have turned out . I want people to know why I have 

become the person I am . People don ' t just turn out the 

way they turn out . What happened in my teenage years 

had a bad effect a~d made me do what happened in my 

adult years . I wo~ld never have done what I went on to 

do if I hadn ' t e xperienced what I did in those homes . 

I want people to see t he things I exper i e nced and 

what happened afterwards so that younger generations can 

learn about these things . 

I have no obj ecti on to my witness statement being 

published as part of t he evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true .' 
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1 ' Gary ' signed the statement on 13 December 2020 . 

2 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

3 MS MACLEOD : My Lady, I don ' t think we have a statement 

4 

5 

avai l able that could be read in in the time we have 

before the link comes in for next witness . 

6 LADY SMITH : I think ttat ' s right , because it's not just 

7 

8 

9 

10 

a matter of stoppir.g at 3 pm . We would need to stop 

before then to do the checks wi th the link to see that 

it ' s working . 

Very well . I ' ll rise now and no doubt somebody will 

11 keep me informed a~ to whether everything has been set 

12 up correctly. 

13 Thank you . 

14 (2 . 25 pm) 

15 (A short break) 

16 (3 . 00 pm) 

17 LADY SMITH : Good afternoon again . 

18 Ms MacLeod . 

19 MS MACLEOD : My Lady, the next witness will use the 

20 

21 

pseudonym ' MacDavid ' when giving his evidence , and this 

is a witness who requires to be warned . 

22 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much , indeed . 

23 

24 

25 

' MacDavid ', good afternoon . I say good afternoon 

here but I suspect it ' s still morning with you , is that 

right? 
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1 THE WITNESS : Yes , it is . I t ' s dark and snowy . 

2 LADY SMITH : Oh, dear , I ' m sorry to hear that . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Let me introduce myself . I ' m Lady Smith . I chair 

the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry that is based here in 

Edinburgh and I am very grateful to you for engaging 

with so as to give oral evidence over t he link today . 

Before we move to your evidence , I would like to ask 

you to take an oatt to tell the truth . 

'MacDavid ' (sworn) 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ', before we start your evidence, just 

a couple of things that I ' d like to say . 

One of my tasks is to do anything I can to make the 

whole process of giving oral evidence as comfortable for 

you as I can . That means if , for exampl e, you want 

a break , please say . If you want to get up and move 

around , that ' s fine , just ask . It ' s not a problem so 

far as I ' m concerned if it works for you , it works 

for me -- or if there ' s anything that we ' re asking you 

about that you don ' t understand , just say . If our 

questions don ' t make sense , that's our fault not yours . 

Finally, ' MacDavid ', in the course of your evidence , 

you may be asked q~estions , the answers to which could 

incriminate you . This is not a courtroom . I'm not here 

to make findings of guilt or innocence , but a transcript 

is being made of all the evidence and so the transcr i pt 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

of the evidence wo~ld be available at a l ater date if 

a n yone sought to rely o n it for other p u rposes . 

That means that you have all the protections you 

would have if this was a court and it means that you do 

not have to answer any question that the answer to which 

could incriminate you . Please bear that in mind . 

If you ' ve any doubt as to whether or not a question 

that we ' re asking you is that sort of question do check 

with us . That ' s not a problem. 

Does that make sense to you? 

11 A . Yes , i t does , my Lady . Thank you . 

12 LADY SMITH : Good . 

13 

14 

If you ' re ready , I ' ll hand over to Ms MacLeod and 

she 'll take i t from there , is that okay? 

15 A . That ' s fine , my Lady, yes . 

16 LADY SMITH : Ms MacLeod . 

17 Questions from Ms MacLeod 

18 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

19 Hello , ' MacDavid '. 

20 A . Good afternoon again , Ceit . 

21 Q . You have provided a statement for the Inquiry and I ' m 

22 

23 

24 

25 

just to g i ve the reference of that for the transcript . 

WIT-1-000001377 . 

Can I begin , ' MacDavid ', by asking you to turn to 

the f i nal page of the s t atement , have you signed the 
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1 statement? 

2 A . Yes , I have signed the statement . 

3 Q. In the last paragraph do you say : 

4 

5 

6 

7 

' I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I be l ieve the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true .' 

8 A . That ' s correct . 

9 Q . Thank you . 

10 

11 

12 

I don ' t need your date of birth, but to give 

a context and a timeframe could you confirm, were you 

born in 1938? 

13 A . Yes , I was . 

14 Q. Today , as you know , ' MacDavid ', the focus of the 

15 

16 

17 

evidence is going to be on the time that you spent in 

two schools in Scotland, those being St Ninian ' s in 

Gartmore and St Joseph ' s in Tranent? 

18 A . That ' s correct , okay . 

19 Q . This was at a time when you were a Brother with the 

20 De La Salle Order? 

21 A. Okay . Yes . 

22 Q. By way of backgrou~d , ' MacDavid ', can we just look at 

23 

24 

25 

what you tel l us i~ your statement about when you joined 

the De La Salle Order . 

I think you tell us that initially you left home and 
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1 

2 

went to a school ttat was run by the De La Salle Order , 

when you were aged 13? 

3 A . That ' s correct . 

4 Q . I think you tell us that that came about at that time 

5 

6 

that the ethos was that members of religious orders or 

priests would cultivate young boys to join the order? 

7 A . That ' s correct as well . That would not happen nowadays . 

8 Q . In your statement, ' MacDavid ', you tell us that 

9 

10 

something happened to you at that school that had 

an i mpact on your life for the rest of your life? 

11 A . That ' s correct . 

12 Q . What happened? 

13 A. Bread was delivered every week by a baker from the local 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

village -- I ' m trying to think of the name , Kintbury , 

I am not quite sure of the name . It was quite common 

for two or three of us to unload the baker ' s van and 

bring the bread i nto the school . 

This particular day there was -- he didn ' t bring 

enough bread and I was asked to go with him and he lp him 

load up his van, wtich I found a l ittle strange , but 

anyway we went into Kintbury, into the village , where 

his baker shop was , and while I was there he raped me . 

23 Q. We may come back to that , 'MacDavid ', during your 

24 

25 

evidence . 

After you left that school , did you then go to 
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1 another schoo l run by the De La Salle Order? 

2 A. I am -- I 'm still trying to catch my breath . That last 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

statement impacts me greatly , so just give me a second, 

please . 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ', just take your time . I know it 

must be very difficult to revisit what happened all 

these decades ago that may yet be vivid in your memory . 

You let me know when you ' re ready to carry on . 

(Pause) 

10 A. Thank you , my Lady . 

11 LADY SMITH : Ms MacLeod . 

12 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

13 A. The questi on was , Cei t? 

14 Q. After spending some years i n that school, d i d you then 

15 

16 

go on to another school to engage in I think you 

describe it as spiritual learning? 

17 A. Yes . 

18 For one year . 

19 Q. You tell us that you took your vows? 

20 A. That ' s correct as well . 

21 Q . Your vows in poverty, chastity and obedience? 

22 A. That ' s correct . 

23 Q. Did you then spend the fol l owing three years doing 

24 A-Levels? 

25 A . That ' s correct , yeah . 
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1 Q . From there I think you tell us that you went to 

2 a teacher t r aining college? 

3 A. That ' s also correct . 

4 Q . When did you become a Brother in the order? 

5 A. When I took my vows . I was then Brother 

6 Q. Indeed, you te l l us in your statement , 'MacDavid ' , t h e 

7 background to you taking that particular name? 

8 A. That ' s also correct . 

9 Q . I s that something you want to tell me about at t h e 

10 moment or - -

11 A. When you become a member of a religi ous order you are 

a l lowed to keep one Christian name , so I and 1 2 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

then you had to choose another one and I chose ­

because he was a saint 

and I thought that was , after what had happened , that 

was a choice that I thought was g ood . So I became 

Brother 

1 8 Q . Did you teach i n a school i n Cardiff, ' MacDavid ', for 

19 a number of years? 

20 A. For three years . 

21 Q . Was it from there that you were transferred to 

22 St Ni n i an ' s i n Gartmore? 

23 A . No , I spent a year in teacher training college and t hen 

24 

25 

the order decided that they needed another teacher in 

I can ' t remember t h e name of t h e school , in Cardi ff . So 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

after my first year at teacher training college 

I received some good merit from the government people , 

so they sent me to this school for three years and then 

I went back to complete or to get my teacher training 

certificate . It was after that that I was sent to 

Market Weighton, wtich was an Approved School for 

intermediate boys from 11 to 14 . 

8 Q. Was it after your time there that you were sent to 

9 St Ninian ' s in Scotland? 

10 A . That ' s correct . 

11 Q. Who made the deci sion about where you would go , for 

12 

13 

14 

example , wh ich schools you would be going to and in 

parti cular that yo~ would be going to St Ninian ' s , who 

made those decisio~s? 

15 A . In the United Kingdom that was -- the hierarchy was the 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

principals of our ~chools were called Brother Superiors 

and above them was one Brother , I can ' t think of their 

name , Brother Visitor , a strange name, but anyway , he 

was the one in con~ultation with the staff , the 

Brother Superior at the school I was leaving and the 

school I was going to, St Ninian's , that was the 

decis ion by them to send me there . I had nothing to do 

with it . 

You have nothi~g to do with any movements at all . 

25 Q . In terms of dates that you spent at St Ninian ' s and 
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1 

2 

3 

St Joseph ' s , I thi~k perhaps you indicate t hat you may 

have been in St Ni~ian's between around 1966 and 1969 , 

for around three years? 

4 A. That ' s correct . 

5 Q. Then you spent a year in Cambridge , studying? 

6 A. That ' s correct . 

7 Q. That from there that you went to St Joseph ' s in Tranent, 

8 from 1970 to 1972 , and spent two years there? 

9 A. That ' s correct as well . 

10 Q. If I can just look first of all at your arrival at 

11 

12 

13 

St Ninian ' s . 

Did you have an understanding of what your role was 

going to be at St Ninian ' s? 

14 A. Beyond being a teacher of a particular group of 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

students , no . That may not seem the best answer , but 

that ' s the answer I can only think of . I was sent there 

under my vow of obedience and given a class of boys by 

the Brother Superior , or headmaster , when I arrived at 

Gartmore . 

20 Q. Can you remember arriving at Gartmore? 

21 A. To be honest , no . I can remember turning in at the 

22 

23 

24 

25 

driveway and comi ng to a circular driveway and a big 

brick building . Ttere was a massive tree t here , which 

one year I climbed, but that doesn ' t matter . And I can 

remember entering the building and it was a vast entry 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

room . Beautiful ceilings , but beyond that I' m sorry , 

I just 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ', there is no need to apologise . We 

are asking you about something that took place nearl y 

60 years ago and I ' m sure those of us who are more 

senior , shall I say , can t hink of specific events t hat 

we know were around that time , but don't remember the 

detail at all . You are talking about a period of when 

I recall changing schools , but I couldn ' t te l l you what 

it was like the first day I went to the next school . So 

don't worry . 

12 A. Thank you , my Lady. 

13 MS MACLEOD : When you arrived at St Ninian ' s , were there 

14 a number of Brothers of the community t here? 

15 A . Yes , there were . 

16 Q. Do you remember any of their names? 

17 A. No , I don ' t . I ' m sorry , I just -- I don ' t . 

18 Q. Was there a particular Brother who was in charge? 

19 A. Yes , t here was a Brother Superior , a headmaster , but 

20 

21 

again I don ' t -- I can't see him, I can ' t see any of 

them . 

22 Q. I think just l ooking at dates , you having been born in 

23 

24 

1938 and this being around 1966 , you would have been in 

your mid to late 2Cs at the time? 

25 A. That ' s correct. 
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1 Q. I think you tell us in your statement that you were the 

2 youngest of t he Brothers at St Ninian ' s? 

3 A. I was . The next i~ closest age to me was in his late 

4 

5 

6 

30s and most of t he Brothers were between 40 and 50 . 

And there was an elder Brother there who had retired to 

the community . 

7 Q. As well as Brothers , were there any civilian staff at 

8 St Ninian ' s? 

9 A . Oh , yes . The school was a 24 - hour establ ishment so , 

10 yes , you needed a lot of civilian staff . 

11 Q. Do you remember any of their names? 

12 A . I'm sorry , no , I don ' t . I shouldn ' t apol ogise , no , 

13 I don ' t . 

14 Q. That ' s fine . 

15 

16 

In terms of the children at St Ninian ' s , was it all 

boys? 

17 A. Yes , it was . 

18 Q. How many boys were there? 

19 A. About 110 and they were aged five to -- gosh , I think 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this is right , five to eight . At that time I t hink the 

criminal age in Scotland was five , and I know I was 

amazed at the number of young boys that came or 

youngsters , that came in s hort l y after their eighth 

birthday . It says something about the justice system in 

Scotland at that time . 
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1 Q. What was your understanding at the time of how boys came 

2 to be in St Ninian's? 

3 A . Mostly they had broken the law, what I would call simple 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ways , breaking into a shop , breaking into cars . Those 

are the two main o~es I'm thinking about . I mean , 

I' m sure there were others , but I don ' t recall any of 

the others . 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ', I have heard from many people who 

got into trouble simply by absconding from school , they 

kept running away from school , and that could take them 

into St Ninian's . Do you remember that? 

12 A . Yes , I do , my Lady. 

13 LADY SMITH : And others who may have , for example , been 

14 

15 

stealing purses to take the money home to t heir mothers 

so that she could buy food . 

16 A . That is also correct , my Lady . 

17 LADY SMITH : Ms MacLeod . 

18 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

19 

20 

In relation to St Joseph ' s, 'MacDavid', were the 

boys there a little bit older? 

21 A . Yes , they were . Tr.is would have been regarded as 

22 

23 

an intermediate scr.ool , 11 to 14 . 

Have we lost each other? 

24 Q. No , no . 

25 A . Sorry . 
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1 Q. Do you recall there being i nspections at St Nini a n' s 

2 when you were there? 

3 A . What do you mean by ' inspections ' ? 

4 Q . External people coming to the school, such as people 

5 

6 

from a Local Authority or a board of managers , anyth i ng 

l ike that? 

7 A . I don ' t recall any incidents like that at all . 

8 Q . You told me about the informati on you had about what 

9 your role was going to be , teaching a group of c h ildren? 

10 A . That ' s correct . 

11 Q . What was your role in fact when you got to St Ninian ' s . 

12 A. I was given a group of boys . When you have a group of 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

peopl e , 100 people , their ability is from top to bottom, 

the best are at the top and the 100th one is the rather 

weak and so unfort~nately for myself, I didn ' t realise 

at the time , this is the group of kids t hat I had . They 

were very , very weak in both reading , spelling, maths , 

tables . I ' m going back to the way I was brought up and 

that was the educational system still at that time, 

where maths and lar.guage , arts , English , were broken 

down into smaller components , as opposed to the modern 

day - - I had nearly forgotten how to teach in 2024 . 

23 Q. Were you teaching then a particular group of boys who 

24 

25 

had been divided up in terms of ability , for want of 

a better word , or perceived abi lity? 
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1 A . Age a l so came into it , but very little age . It was 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

mostly ability . How t his was arrived at , how I arrived 

with the class of boys in the low end of their ability 

in maths and language , arts , or English , I don ' t know to 

be honest , whether there were records in the principal ' s 

office about these students . I honestl y don ' t know . 

In answer to your question, I don ' t know how it was 

arrived at that I ended up with this particular group of 

boys . 

10 Q. In relation to records , ' MacDavid ', you tell us in your 

11 

12 

13 

statement : 

' If there was record keeping , I woul d know nothing 

about it.' 

14 A . That ' s correct . 

15 Q . As well as teaching a group of children, were you also 

16 involved in supervision within the school as a whole? 

17 A . Yes . Everybody had to do a certain amount of classroom 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

supervision and indoor supervision for example in the 

din ing room, or the refectory as it was cal l ed . To 

a certain extent -- not to a certain extent , but to 

prepare for going to bed . I can't remember the time . 

I think it was 8 o 'clock that lights were out in the 

bedrooms , but I ho~estly can ' t remember . 

24 Q. Something I think you ' re keen to point out in your 

25 statement , ' MacDavid ', is you were not i nvolved in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

supervising the s h owers? 

A . That ' s correct . It was t he first school I was in , in 

Market Weighton, I made it quite clear to the principal , 

the Brother Superior , that under no circumstances would 

I witness boys showering and I never told him the reason 

why . I t was a very difficult conversation, because 

everybody else had to take their turn supervising, but 

I just I was reported - - I told you .. . I think 

I tol d you earl ier that there was the hierarchy , there 

was another Brother , I think I called him 

Brother Visitor , a~d I had to be - - yes , I had to be 

sent to him -- I can ' t remember - - Gartmore is near what 

city? 

14 LADY SMITH : Yes , Gartmore is St Ninian ' s . 

15 A . St Ninian ' s , what would be close to , what city? 

16 LADY SMITH : Stirling . 

17 A. So from there I wa~ -- and Glasgow is the one for 

18 Tranent? No , Tranent would be Edinburgh . .. 

19 LADY SMITH : No . St Joseph ' s is near here , it ' s near 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Edinburgh and hang on a minute , let me help you with 

this , ' MacDavid ' . Glasgow is actually not that far from 

Gartmore . Stirl i ng i s the nearest city, but it ' s not 

too far from Gl asgow . 

24 A . I remember having to go to , I think it was the Glasgow 

25 one , where I was told before Brother Vi sitor and given 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a dressing down , because I wasn ' t obeying my vow of 

obedience and I said - - well , there wasn ' t a lot to say 

really . I got a dressing down and that stayed with me 

for the next two schools that I was in . I just -­

everybody knew .. . the Brother Superior knew that 

I would not be -- I would not supervise the boys when 

they were taking s~owers . I think you can guess why . 

8 MS MACLEOD : I think wtat you ' re saying is that in 

9 

10 

St Ninian ' s and St Joseph ' s you didn ' t supervise the 

showers? 

11 A. That ' s correct . 

12 Q . Did you have any kind of induction from the order on 

13 

14 

15 

arrival at St Ninian ' s about how to care for boys from 

the kinds of backgrounds and circumstances that were at 

St Ninian ' s? 

16 A. No , absolutely none . 

17 Q. Did you have any training in child protection or how to 

18 keep children safe , that sort of thing? 

19 A. No . That wouldn ' t be -- may I make an observation? 

20 Q. Please . 

21 A. That wouldn ' t be part of the penal system . In a sense 

22 

23 

24 

25 

it wasn ' t even part of the educational system. When 

I l ook back on my own education , I can remember in 

elementary school the headmaster -- I was a regular 

visitor to the headmaster and I would get either the 
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1 

2 

3 

strap or t he cane . So in the educational system this 

was the ethos at tte time and certainly in the Approved 

Schools it was there as well . 

4 Q . In relation to the ethos in the schools , I think both 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

schools , St Ninian ' s and St Joseph ' s , you were asked 

about this when yo~ gave your statement in the inquiry . 

You speak about this in 

statement . What you say is : 

your 

' The boys were young prisoners and that was the 

ethos of all the staff .' 

11 A . That ' s correct . 

12 Q . You say : 

13 

14 

15 

16 

' That was the guiding principle .' 

I just wondered if you could develop that for me . 

What did that mean then in terms of the ethos of the 

schools? 

17 A. Everybody knew that they were young prisoners and 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

prisoners had no rights and therefore if they were seen 

to be , in the eyes of the adult who was in charge or 

supervising them, if they were seen to be out of order , 

a clip across the r.ead or a thump with your fist was 

acceptable . Becau~e it was , as I said , these young boys 

had no rights. I don ' t know if I ' ve answered your 

question fully , but ... 

I just want to try and get across to you that that 
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1 

2 

3 

was the atmosphere under which the young boys were 

brought up in . It wasn ' t cruel or anything , but it was 

acceptable . 

4 Q . Is that something that was explained to you or d iscussed 

5 

6 

7 

with you when you arrived , that boys could be treated 

like t hat or was it something you saw and picked up 

along the way? 

8 A . Your last part is correct . It was something I saw and 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

picked up. No , it was never talked about . There were 

never any staff meetings with the civilians and the 

Brothers . So , you know , when I come to think of it: 

where did the civilian people get their training? As 

far as I can see , it must have been on the job . I don ' t 

know how even they were hired . I mean , they were all 

local people from the village or the area . 

There was -- I don ' t know how they were h i red , 

I ' m sorry . 

18 Q. In the next paragraph of your statement , 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you tell us that ttere were a couple of Brothers , one in 

particular , and yo~ say you can't remember his name : 

' I didn't like the way he dealt with the kids . 

I don ' t think he had any respect for the youngsters .' 

You go on to say: 

' I stayed out of his way .' 

I just wondered if you can tell me a little bit more 
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1 

2 

3 

about that and this particular Brother that you are 

me n tion ing here . Can you just describe for me what your 

recollections are of him and what your feelings were? 

4 A . I thi nk I explained that t h e use of . . . ' force ' is too 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

strong a word , but the use of your hands or fists to 

punish youngsters was okay . But in this particul ar case 

this member of the order , this -- one of my colleagues , 

I felt was , I have to say ' brutal ', because I did not 

l ike what he did ar.d I would turn away or - - I didn ' t 

interfere and for that I feel guilty now, that ' s for 

sure . 

12 Q . What did he do , ' MacDavid ', this Brother? 

13 A . Mostl y he would use the youngsters as a punching bag , 

14 

15 

16 

for want of a better way of describing it . He seemed to 

lose control and despite the cries of the young person 

it stopped when he felt it was time to stop . 

17 Q . In terms of using a youngster , as you said , as 

18 

19 

20 

a punching bag , i s that a parti cular instance you are 

talking about or is that behaviour you saw t h is Brother 

engage in more thar. once? 

21 A . Certainly more thar. once . 

22 Q . Was it a particular boy who was bei ng targeted or 

23 different boys? 

24 A . It was different boys . 

25 Q . Did you have any ir.di cation of what sort of things would 
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1 l ead the Brother to do this to a boy? 

2 A . If he had given him an assignment , a job to sweep a room 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

or , I ' m trying to think of things , or if they were in 

a line going somewhere and this particul ar boy was out 

of line , then these were this is where he would 

decide that he was going to punish this boy in t h e way 

he usually did , which was use his fists on them . 

I can ' t think of ar.y -- anything that he thought was not 

the way that he wa~ted things to be done . I t could be 

a very minor thing , but I can ' t , walking in line and 

you ' re out of line and to get beaten for it doesn ' t seem 

a fair thing . 

13 Q . When you saw the Brother treat a boy in this way and 

14 

15 

beat him as you say , what was he doing? What part of 

the boy ' s body was he making contact with , for example? 

16 A. Quite often the head . Sometimes the stomach . I think, 

17 to be honest, any part of his body was game . 

18 Q. Would other Brothers witness-- sorry , carry on . 

19 A . I wouldn ' t be the only person witnessing thi s . There 

20 

21 

22 

were many more lay people or civilian people and they 

would also see these happenings but would, like me , turn 

away , walk away . We didn ' t want to be i nvolved . 

23 Q . Would other Brothers witness this? 

24 A . Occasionally -- remember , we were small in number , maybe 

25 eight , compared to the lay staff , who would be at least 
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1 

2 

3 

double that . So tte likelihood of another Brother 

seeing it , you know, would happen but not as much as the 

lay people . 

4 Q . In terms of the position of this Brother in the school , 

5 

6 

do you have any recollection of what h is role was in the 

school? 

7 A . He was just a member of the community in that particular 

8 

9 

10 

school . No , he didn ' t have any other 

a teacher , that was it . 

Can I just sta~d a minute, please? 

he was 

11 LADY SMITH : Please do . Take a moment and let me know when 

12 

13 

you ' re ready to carry on . 

(Pause) 

14 A . Thank you . 

15 LADY SMITH : It ' s no problem. 

16 Ms MacLeod . 

17 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

18 

19 

20 

Di d you ever consider reporting what you saw this 

Brother do to somebody, for example the Brother Superior 

or anybody else? 

21 A . No , that would have been against the atmosphere of how 

22 you acted in an Approved School . 

23 Q. What was that atmosphere? 

24 A . You just would not report anybody . You kept quiet about 

25 everything that yo~ saw . 
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LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid' , I know it ' s a l ong time ago and you 

may not have heard this expression when you were working 

in Scotland, but we have an expression called ' no 

clypi ng ' here and it means you don ' t tell tales , you 

don ' t want to be a clype , somebody who tells tales . Is 

that what you are talking about? 

7 A . Yes , my Lady . 

8 LADY SMITH : Ms MacLeod . 

9 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

How was bed wetting dealt with at St Ninian ' s when 

you were there? 

Before I move on , ' MacDavid ', my apol ogies , this 

Brother you are talki ng about , was he at St Ninian ' s or 

St Joseph ' s? 

15 A . Somehow or other I thought he was at both places when 

16 I was working there -- no --

17 LADY SMITH : That is possible . Some Brothers moved between 

18 the two schools . 

19 A . Oh , yes , yes . I mean , I was moved from St Nin ian ' s to 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Gartmore . There was no reason as such . It was -­

honestly, I don ' t know the rationale for being moved , 

except in my case , as I say in my statement , I reported 

sexua l abuse of some of the little boys and shortly 

after I was moved . Nobody said anything to me, so 

I made the assumption that I was moved because 
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1 I reported misconduct , for want of a better phrase . 

2 MS MACLEOD : We will come on to look at that shortly , 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

' MacDavid '. 

LADY SMITH : 'MacDavid ', I think you said you were moved 

' from St Ninian ' s to Gartmore ', but you must have meant 

' from St Ninian's to St Joseph's'. St Ninian ' s was at 

Gartmore . 

8 A . Yes , I ' m sorry . 

9 LADY SMITH : No need to apologise . Just to get the 

10 transcript right . 

11 MS MACLEOD: If I can ask you about bed wetting , ' MacDavid '. 

12 

13 

First of a l l , focusing on St Ninian ' s . Were there 

boys at St Ninian ' s who wet the bed? 

14 A . Yes . 

15 Q . I think you tell us in your statement that this is 

16 something that the headmaster was not happy about? 

17 A . That ' s correct . 

1 8 Q . How did you know t hat? 

19 A. Whoever was on duty had to report t he number of 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

youngsters who had wet the bed . My memory is a little 

blunt here , but I think I can remember six or seven 

youngsters having to strip thei r beds and take their 

clothes downstairs to be washed . 

he knew this , and was not pleased 

and would remonstrate with them . 
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1 Q . You t ell us in your statement , ' MacDavid ', that bed 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A . 

Q . 

A . 

Q . 

A . 

wetters were certainly mentally punished for wetting the 

bed? 

Yes . 

Are you describing that they were made to be embarrassed 

for having wet the bed? 

Very much so . 

What you say is : 

' That that was alien t o me . I didn ' t t hin k it was 

the right way to treat them . I 

No , because then the other boys could make fun of t hem, 

which made things t he situation e ven worse . 

13 Q . You go on to say: 

14 

15 

' I couldn ' t i ntervene . I would have been 

remonstrated by if I did .' 

16 A. That ' s correct . 

17 Q . What gave you that impression , that that is what would 

1 8 happen? 

19 A . Just his attitude to these little boys who for whatever 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

reason wet their beds . I mean , I learned afterwards why 

this happened and then I understood it , but -- and so to 

treat them the way they were treated, to be made fun of , 

when I look back , that wasn ' t the right thing to do . 

But in answer to your question , I could tell from 

demeanour , his 
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face , that he was angry that these boys were still 

wetting the bed night after night . No , you didn ' t 

Remember I had a vow of obedience , 

so that was a l ways in the back of your -- in my mind 

anyway . 

You didn ' t interfere with 

7 Q. Thank you . 

8 

9 

10 

In terms of formal d iscipline of the boys , was there 

any code or instruction given to you about how boys 

should be disciplined? 

11 A. No , absolutely none . 

12 Q. Was a belt or a strap used at St Ninian ' s? 

13 A. Yes , it was . 

14 Q. Who used that? 

15 A. I think we should come back to the fact that we ' re in 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

Approved Schools . They ' re sent there by the courts . 

They have no standing, they have no rights and so 

punishment was okay, for want of a better phrase . 

I'm sorry, I interrupted your question . 

20 Q. Was that the case at both St Ninian ' s and St Joseph 's? 

21 A. And my first school , Market Weighton, as well . To me it 

22 was the code in all three schools . 

23 Q . How did you discipline boys at the school , at 

24 St Ninian ' s and St Joseph ' s? 

25 A. Unfortunately , as I look back now, I followed t he code 
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1 

2 

3 

and thumped boys for -- I h ave no r ecol lection of who 

I did -- no , I sho~ldn ' t say t hat . 

I would prefer not to answer your question . 

4 Q . Did children make any compl aints to you about how they 

5 

6 

were treated by otter Brothers or staff , at either 

schoo l , St Ninian ' s or St Joseph ' s? 

7 A . Would you repeat ttat , Ceit-Anna? 

8 Q . Did children come to you wi th complaints to tell you 

9 

10 

about things that tad happened to them in connection 

with other staff or Brothers? 

11 A . There was just the one incident where two or three boys 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

had the courage to come and tel l me how at nighttime 

this parti cular Brother invited a couple of the boys to 

join him in his bed . 

I remember asking them why . I mean , I left home 

when I was 13 . I joined this order , so I had no worldly 

experience of sexual matters beyond the fact that I had 

been raped . So when t h ey told me I asked them and they 

weren ' t sure , oh , maybe they were just fo ndling their 

penis or whatever , but I said , ' Why have you told me? ' 

And they said , ' Because it ' s the wrong thing to do '. 

That I reported to the Brother Superior , the 

headmaster , and as I said within the week I had been 

moved from one school to the other . I can only assume 

that was the reaso~ . 
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1 Q. Just in terms of tte dates there , might you have been 

2 

3 

4 

moved to do a course in Cambridge and then on to 

St Joseph ' s? Or were you moved from one school to the 

other? 

5 A . I made it quite plain that I was dealing with special 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q . 

A. 

needs or -- I can ' t think of the -- but it was t he 

the programme was a programme in special education and 

I dec ided that , I was very bold about it , but I wanted 

to have t his course to increase my understanding of how 

to interact and how to teach children who were not up to 

their standard, or class standard , in whatever language 

or in mat hs . 

When you reported what you have told me to the 

Brother Superior about what the boys said to you was 

happening to them, were you moved to St Joseph ' s or did 

you go to Cambridge at that time? 

I went to Cambridge . They deci ded it -- it was 

decided I don ' t know , I mean I ' m sorry , I got -- let 

me back up a little . 

We also had a residence , a house , in Cambridge, some 

of the other Brothers around the country were there to 

get a degree or mostly to get a degree , very few of them 

would be t here to get the one-year certificate in 

special education that I went for . 

So when I got to Cambridge I was in a house with 
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I think -- I think there were five of us there . The 

other four were al~o studying and so we saw very little 

of each other . In the mornings we had breakfast and we 

took off to our various places of education . 

I 'm not sure if I ' ve answered correctly your 

question . 

7 Q. In any event , ' MacDavid ', after you reported to the 

8 

9 

Brother Superior at St Ninian's you were then moved away 

from St Ninian ' s very quickly? 

10 A. Yes . 

11 Q . You have told me about that occasion when a group of 

12 

13 

14 

15 

boys came to speak to you about a Brother being in his 

bed . Was that the first t ime you became aware of 

inappropriate sexual behaviour at St Ninian ' s or did you 

know that already, that that was happening? 

16 A. Good ques tion . There was a rumour that this was 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

happening . I didn ' t follow it up and I -- to be honest 

you know since I was not as worldly in these things , 

I didn ' t pay t hat much attention to it in t he sense that 

I felt I should do something about it . The only t ime 

I felt I did sometr.ing about it when these -- I think 

they were four l ittle boys came and told me about their 

friend or some other friend being taken to Brother so 

and so ' s room to spend a night in his bed . Beyond that , 

Ceit-Anna , that ' s as much as I can answer your questi on . 
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1 Q. Okay . Thank you . 

2 

3 you? 

Did boys ever make complaints of physical abuse to 

4 A . No , no . 

5 Q. In your statement you mention that boys may have come to 

6 

7 

you who were more often than not in tears . Can you 

recall what that was in relation to? 

8 A . I ' m sorry , no , I can ' t . 

9 Q . Was there a person at either school , so far as you ' re 

10 

11 

aware , that boys could speak to? Was there an allocated 

person that boys could report things to if they wanted? 

12 A. No , that wasn ' t the ambience of how these school s were 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

run , Ceit- Anna . As I said, these young people had no 

rights . So for somebody to be appointed so that they 

could go and make complaints , that would never happen . 

At least I don ' t recall it ever happening . 

Q . In your statement , ' MacDavid ', you say : 

' If a child had been abused at St Ninian ' s or 

St Joseph ' s it would go unnoticed .' 

You say : 

' It would be so alien to try and do any good about 

i t . Nowadays you would , but back then , no . You 

wouldn ' t try to set things right . What ' s the point? ' 

24 A . I think that statement sums up how my behaviour was in 

25 those days . That ' s the way thi ngs were . 
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1 Q. Would reporting things externally , either to 

2 

3 

a social worker or to the police , would that have been 

something that would have been considered? 

4 A. No . That ' s a strarge question in the sense of 

5 

6 

7 

social workers . I don ' t think I don ' t know , I may be 

wrong , but I don ' t think there were social workers in 

those days . 

8 Q . You have told me about the circumstances of your being 

9 moved on from St Ninian ' s . 

10 Did a similar thing happen at St Joseph ' s , which 

11 caused you to be moved on from there? In 

12 - your statement I think you tell us that at 

13 St Ninian ' s , in the final sentence : 

14 ' I did the same thing again .' 

15 It says : 

16 ' About two years later a similar incident happened 

17 

18 

19 

in the playground or somewhere . I overheard a couple of 

students talking about somebody sleeping in so and so ' s 

bed . ' 

20 A. There was a difference -- a different relationship with 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the boys , because they were older . I played more soccer 

with the older boys , so I became -- I don ' t know if 

' friend ' is the correct term, but I certainl y was more 

respected , if that ' s the correct word to say . I don ' t 

know . 
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18 

19 
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Anyway , yes , I heard these two boys and they came 

and, actually I t hought there were three of them, but 

never mind , and talked about how one of their friends 

had to spend the night in , I can't remember the 

Brother ' s name , in his bedroom and I said did this 

happen a lot and ttey said , ' Yeah , once or twice 

a week ' , and I said , ' You never reported it? ' . 

' No .' 

I said, ' Thank you ', and I reported it. 

Now, we ' re talking about a different group of 

Brothers . I can ' t remember -- again , maybe seven or 

eight , so a different Superior . Did he know why I was 

transferred? Oh , I ' m pretty sure he did . So when 

I went to tell him about the incident happening he was 

very angry and told me to get out of the office . Later 

I understood that I was going to be moved to -- I think 

there was a school in Glasgow, a senior school in 

Glasgow . I honestly can ' t remember its name , but I just 

said to myself : that ' s not going to happen . 

In the meantime , I think I mentioned that I had 

begun to question the whole idea that I had left home , 

why I left home , because it was -- it was the atmosphere 

in the Catholic Ch~rch for the best way to get recruits , 

for want of a better word , was to get kids early , boys 

or girls . The girls did the same thing for getting into 
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their convents . 

So I began to review all this in my mind and 

wondered why I was staying here . There was no point . 

I had a teaching certificate, so I could teach anywhere . 

And so I just told the Brother Superior , ' I ' m leaving 

tomorrow, I'll take my clothes with me ', and that was 

it . He gave me fifty pounds and I left the order . 

I never looked back . I never had contact with 

anybody . 

10 MS MACLEOD : My Lady, we are moving on to a slightly 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

different part of the statement . I don't know if we 

shoul d have a short break or carry on . 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ', we have been pummelling you with 

questions for an hour . Would you like a short break at 

this point? 

16 A . The only breaks -- I ' ve got my water bottle here . If 

17 

18 

19 

I can stand up whe~ I ask , because my leg is very 

painful and it needs a rest , or it needs to kick out now 

and again . 

20 No , I am quite prepared to keep on . 

21 LADY SMITH : Let me add this , I usually don ' t ask our 

22 

23 

24 

stenographers in the afternoon to keep going for more 

than about an hour , shall we just take - - not very long , 

five or ten minutes and everybody can have a breather . 

25 A . My Lady, take as long as you l ike . 
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2 

I didn ' t really realise the work of the 

stenographers . Thank you . 

3 LADY SMITH : We ' ll do that . It won ' t be very long . Then 

4 we ' l l regroup after that . 

5 (4 . 06pm) 

6 (A short break) 

7 ( 4 . 13 pm) 

8 

9 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ' , welcome back . Are you okay if we 

carry on now? 

10 A . Thank you , my Lady . 

11 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

'Macoavid ', I asked you earlier about how you 

disci plined children and I think you said t hat you 

thumped boys , but then you said you didn ' t want to 

answer any further questions about that and that ' s 

absolutely fine . 

I just want to check , am I to take it from that that 

you don ' t want to answer any questions about that? 

19 A . I was warned not to incriminate myself , so t hat ' s my 

20 reason for not answering your questions. 

21 Q . That is fine . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Can I then go on to that part of your statement 

where certain allegations have been made against you by 

people who have come forward to the Inquiry , and those 

are set out in your statement . 
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I now come on to part of your evidence where I wish 

to ask you some q uestion s about that . 

First of all , there are a number of applicants who 

have made allegations of p hysical abuse against you and 

I want to begin by asking you about that . 

Are those questions that you are willing to answer? 

7 A . No , I ' m not . 

8 Q . A number of appl i cants have also made allegations to the 

9 

10 

11 

I nquiry of sexual abuse by you and those are also set 

out in your statement . Do you wish to answer questions 

i n relation to that? 

12 A. I think the answer to that question is in my statement : 

13 

14 

15 

I absolutely deny any sexual abuse . 

As an afterthought , having suffered sexual abuse 

I would then do it, It doesn ' t make sense . 

16 Q . Can I then move on , ' MacDavid ', to the part of your 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

statement where yo~ set out lessons that you think could 

be learnt . 

I think you tell us in your 

statement that in your view there needs to be policies 

at government level or at least at some local level 

about the way chi ldren are to be treated . 

23 A . I s there a questio~ there? 

24 Q. , I just wonder whether you wish to 

25 elaborate on that in any way? 
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1 A . Oh , I see . 

2 

3 

Is it fair to make a comparison to what I know 

nowadays --

4 Q . Of course . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A . compared to what I didn ' t know in my time in 

St Ninian ' s or St Joseph ' s? 

LADY SMITH : ' MacDavid ', that ' s really helpful , because we 

must learn all the time and one of the key features of 

a public inquiry is to work out what we can l earn from 

what happened in tte past and how we can make t hings 

better for the fut~re . So please feel free . 

12 A . Thank you , my Lady . 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

One thing that is very common nowadays are 

social workers . I don ' t think the concept of 

social workers obtained back in the days I was teaching 

at those two schools . 

Nowadays we have social workers who can intervene in 

any aspect of the educational establishments and even of 

the family establishment, so that , you know, from t he 

highest government down , in other words from the 

Scottish Parliament, there needs to be laws passed down 

to the next level of local government and t hen down to 

the education department and t he social welfare 

departments of the rules for dealing with children in 

any situation . 
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And so that t he idea that they can be physically 

abused by staff in any situation cannot obtain . There 

has to be ways of dealing with children in 

a non- punitive -- sorry , non- physical punitive manner . 

There has to be some guidelines as to interviewing 

students or family members and talking to t hem or 

listening to them first of all and talking to them about 

how to overcome their feelings , how to -- the rules for 

working in differe~t situations with people you don ' t 

like . Just general common sense rules for interacting 

with other people . 

I don ' t know if that answers your question? 

LADY SMITH : ' Mac David ', it ' s very interesting and of course 

when you were working at St Ninian ' s and St Joseph ' s 

social work in Scotland was in its infancy, that ' s 

probably why you don ' t remember there being a clear 

confident system of social work at that time . 

I think we ' ve come a long way since then , but you 

are absolutely rigtt to point out t he need to keep 

working at getting it right for children . We can ' t 

afford not to . 

22 A . Thank you , my Lady . 

23 LADY SMITH : Ms MacLeod . 

24 

25 

MS MACLEOD : ' MacDavid' , that completes all the questions 

I have to ask you today . I j ust want to give you the 
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1 

2 

opportunity to add anything that you woul d like to , 

before your evidence is completed? 

3 A. I don ' t think , Ceit- Anna -- from my statement and from 

4 

5 

my interview with you and my Lady I fee l satisfied for 

the t ime that we have spent together . 

6 MS MACLEOD : Thank you and thank you very much for coming 

7 

8 

9 

here today to give your evidence . 

My Lady, I can confirm that I have no applications 

for questions . 

10 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

' MacDavid ' , co~ld add my thanks to you , both for the 

work and effort yo~ have put in to providing a statement 

to us and engaging wi th us today . It ' s of enormous 

assistance to me i~ the work that we ' re doing here . 

I ' m sure it ' s not what would have been your first choice 

as to how to spend your morn ing today . 

I hope the day gets better once you ' re able to 

switch off this l i~k . 

Thank you . 

20 A. You ' re welcome , my Lady . 

21 (Pause) 

22 LADY SMITH : Ms MacLeod , I think that ' s it for today . 

23 MS MACLEOD : That ' s it for today . 

24 

25 

Tomorrow we begin with some read-ins and then the 

final oral witness of this chapter . 
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1 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much indeed . 

2 (4 . 25 pm) 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10 . 00 am on 

Friday, 26 January 2024) 
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