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a ce l l there called ' Chokey ' where you would be put to 

be pun ished . That was near the front of the building 

and just like a police cell . 

He remembers some staff, in particul ar Mr ­

and Mr -· Ther e was a gang element in there and 

he learned that it was important what area you came from 

as to what gang you were in . 

At paragraph 51 , ' Ned ' says he spent most of the d a y 

waiti ng about for the next cigarette . Cigarettes were 

a big thing , and they ' d j ust be locked in the TV room 

all the time . Every now and again they were taken out 

to a f i eld outside to play footbal l. 

At paragraph 3 ' Ned ' says : 

' Daytime was made up of getting down on your hands 

and knees and scrubbing and then pol ishing the corri dor 

f l oor and that corridor was scrubbed and pol ished every 

morning .' 

He says at paragraph 54 there was no education for 

h i m and no school classes at all . 

He was bullied by older boys and he wasn ' t 

phys i cally big enough or strong enough to take t h em on , 

that ' s at paragraph 57 . 

He says he ran away and stayed on the streets for 

weeks , and the po l ice stopped h im one n i ght and h e went 

stra i g h t back to Larchgrove and he thinks probably for 
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another six weeks . 

He talks about abuse at Larchgrove from 

paragraph 61 , and at paragraph 61 he says : 

' There was a member of staff in Larchgrove who 

committed sex acts on children . I think his last name 

was - but I am not sure about that . He was the 

n i ght staff . He came on duty about 9 pm. Th e day staff 

would put u s to bed and then leave t he b u ildin g . That ' s 

when - would put a sweeping brush against the door 

to jam the dorm door s hut . He would then go into his 

office and start drinking alcohol . The only way to get 

out of the dorm was to bang and shout . He would 

eventually come and remove the brush . I found o u t that 

i t was better to go to the toilet early because the 

l ater you l eft it the drunker - wou ld become . He 

onl y l et one boy out at the time . 

After you had been at the toilet , usually only 

wear i ng your underpants , he woul d make you face the wal l 

i n the freezi ng cold corridor with your big toe touching 

the skirting board . This was the punishment for 

disturbing his drinking . Your head wasn ' t a l lowed to 

touch the wall . If it did , he would add more time onto 

the original puni shment . If you fell asleep he would 

come up beh ind you and sweep your l egs away from under 

you and knock you to the ground . 
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One of the first times I was standing in the 

corridor being punished he came up behind me and tried 

to put his hand down my pants . When I resisted he 

kicked my l egs away from me , and I ended up on the 

ground . 

One Friday I got involved in a fight with another 

boy . I spent all that weekend in t he cell called The 

Chokey . I was in there on my own all weekend . On the 

Sunday morning Mr _ , a member of staff , came and 

took me down to his office and in a matter-of-fact way 

told me that my mother had died . He then walked me back 

up to The Chokey and locked the door behind me. I was 

crying . On the Monday a senior member of staff came 

back and I was given extra time in the cell . As 

an extra punishment first thing in the morn ing my 

mattress and blankets were taken away from me. They 

were returned to me last thing at night . 

When you got involved in fights the staff would slap 

you about and that was just a standard thing . It might 

be considered abuse , and it probably was , but at the 

time I didn ' t see it as that . I t was just part of what 

went on . You got involved in a fight , staff would drag 

you to the cell and slap you about a bit . It was just 

what you expected , and I thought I deserved it. 

I frequently got into fights , so frequently got beaten 
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up by staff . 

Sometimes I would be sitting in The Chokey, wearing 

only my underpants on the cold concrete floor . They 

took your shoes off through the nigh t to stop you from 

kicking the cell door . To be honest , I got used to 

being in there and actually felt safe . Other boys got 

The Chokey too . Sometimes if the staff that were on 

l iked you they mi g t t g ive you a book to read when you 

were i n there . 

Larchgrove was a cold brutal place . I think that is 

just the way i t wa~ meant to be . I thi nk i t was 

designed to be short , sharp treatment , and it was set up 

like a prison . ' 

' Ned ' then said he was back and forward to the 

Children ' s Panel about four times over a period of about 

four months a nd t h en he went to St Philip ' s . He tal ks 

about St Philip ' s from paragraph 69 onwards . He went 

there in 1 976 and was there for two years . ' Ned ' says 

they didn ' t use violence to control you there . They 

never taught you violence and there was no atmosphere of 

violen ce . Hi s education started to improve whil st 

there . He learned to read a bit and became i n terested 

in history . ' Ned ' says that St Philip ' s was the start 

of h i s recovery and that St Philip ' s saved a drown ing 

boy . 
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They gave him some respect , listened to him, and got 

him involved in the set- up . 

If you go to paragraph 74 , in relation to the 

' Reporting abuse ' section in the statement , ' Ned ' says : 

' In Larchgrove there wasn ' t an atmosphere that you 

could really report anything . The staff had an element 

of control , but they couldn't stop one boy punching 

another . There was no humanity from the staff in 

Larchgrove so there was no one I would speak to .' 

He talks about his life after care from 

paragraphs 77 to 81 . In 1978 he turned 16 and he was 

sent to live at a bed and breakfast in Maryhill . He 

lasted a week there and then left and slept rough in 

Maryhill . He got a job in a shopping centre , and then 

finally got a flat , joined the navy , but left after 

about 18 months . 

He started dri~king in the navy , got into a lot of 

fights and received prison sentences . ' Ned ' says he 

started studying psychology when he was in prison . He 

took exams in Frankland Prison and got a couple of GCSEs 

and he started to do a course at a university in England 

in psychology in 1994 , but that only lasted about six 

months . 

In relation to impact , he talks about that from 

paragraph 82 . 
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I f I coul d go to paragraph 85 , ' Ned ' says : 

' Larchgrove was the road which led me into t h e 

criminal world . At that age I needed guidance and 

education but because I didn ' t get any I went t h e other 

way . The violence became more and more serious , and 

I would even wait Lntil someone was asleep and then 

I would hurt them . I received a lot of viol e nce but 

I ga ve a lot o u t too . 

It was when I was at Larchgrove that I l earned t hat 

there was a level below poor . When you see other people 

get t ing visits you realise that you are alone , wi th no 

mo ney and no status . I got no vis i ts and had nothing . 

I just wanted to be one of the gang . I would rather 

have been i n Larchgrove for a crimi nal offence rather 

than been there for care and protection . 

In Larchgrove there became more and more 

i ntelligence to my violence . It started to become more 

premeditated and I woul d picture what was goi ng to 

happen . I was calm and wou ld plan it all out . If I was 

being bullied I woLld work it out that I hit t hem in 

front of t he staff . That way the fight woul d get broken 

up q uickly by the staff . The bully would get t h e burst 

nose and I would get p u t into The Chokey where I was 

safe . I wanted to be a hard man , a figh ter . 

I n Larchgrove there were two occas i ons wh en I self 

1 47 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

harmed . Peop l e started doing h omemade tattoos 

Then he says h e had on h is forearm : 

' I regret havir.g that done and I have since covered 

i t over , it fe l t like an institutional stamp.' 

He then says ttat another time he slashed his 

forearm And he says : 

'I was just so unhappy and l onel y in there . 

I probably just war.ted to get back to The Chokey where 

I fe l t safe . 

The choice you had to make in Larchgrove was either 

to h it or be hit . You were better off , got status , were 

safer but most importantly you were left a l one . By the 

time I left Larchgrove I was no longer being bullied, 

and I was capable of looking after myself , and by then 

had the potential of becoming a full - on bul ly myse l f . 

A l ot of my violence was based on fear , my own fear 

of being hurt . It became quite calculated and I was no 

l onger vo l atile. I woul d p l an my v i olence . No one can 

see how frightened or anxious you actually are . I a m 

a very emotional person and if I get into a situation 

where my emotions start to show, and if I a m feeling 

threatened , I will become violent . 

At 14 years of age just as I was about to leave 

Larchgrove , I didn ' t trust anybody . I l earned t hat the 

third blow was no worse than the f i rst . I was able to 
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take it . I was no longer scared if someone was going to 

be violent towards me . I learned that violence was 

really about how far you were willing to take it , and 

not to care what happened to yourself or anyone in the 

process . To be psychotic in Larchgrove was an asset . 

The more mental yoL were , or made yourself out to be , 

the less the older boys would bully you .' 

He then says ttat he's been in 24 institutions in 

his life , which include children's homes , remand 

centres , and adult prisons . ' Ned ' says there was no 

difference between the ones that were meant to care for 

him and the ones ttat were meant to punish him. It ' s 

only in the last seven years before giving this 

statement that the cycle broke . He stopped drinking , 

and that ' s the only fact that his life is stable that 

he ' s able to speak to the Inquiry because of that . 

If we go to paragraph 95 , ' Ned ' says : 

'In Larchgrove I learned that violence was 

instrumental in getting what you wanted and very sadly, 

I think I was very good at it .' 

He says after that he has been diagnosed as having 

a personality disorder . 

In relation to lessons to be learned, if we go to 

paragraph 109 , he says that when his time as one of the 

children ' s homes came to an end , he says : 

149 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I was put back to live with my dad who was 

a violent alcoholic . It seems ironic and completely 

wrong that I was p~t back with the man who I had been 

put i nto care to be protected from in t h e f i rst place . 

Leavin g t h e care system is the most importa nt t hing 

to me . To come to the end of your time , regardless of 

how good or bad your time was i n care . I f you l eave at 

16 wi t hout a ny suppor t and l iving i n a bed and brea kfast 

you are lost . There are a l ot of consequences for t h e 

lack of after care for me . If someone had looked after 

me when I was 16 I think things could have turned out 

better for me . Even if there was some sort of safe , 

halfway house to help children who leave the care 

system. This will help them work i nto soci ety and get 

a job . 

People who work i n care establ i shments have to be 

the right people a~d doing it with a heart to do the 

job . The professi onals , l ike the social workers or 

trained staff must be trained properly and have the 

i nterests of t he ctild first . ' 

Then he has made t h e usual decl arati o n at 

paragraph 114 , and he has signed that , and it ' s dated 

19 July 2017 . 

24 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

25 MS FORBES : I t h i n k the next one mi ght be about 15 minutes , 
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1 so I might be able to do that one . 

2 LADY SMITH : Let ' s just do it and then we will take the 

3 afternoon break, tr.ank you . 

4 MS FORBES : My Lady, tr.e next statement is from an applicant 

5 

6 

who is anonymous a~d he wants to be known as ' Sandy '. 

The reference for r.is statement is WIT-1-000001301 . 

7 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

8 ' Sandy ' (read) 

9 MS FORBES : My Lady, ' Sandy ' was born in 1965, he talks 
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about life before care between paragraphs 2 and 9 . 

He lived in Glasgow in a nice area with his parents , 

an o l der sister and a younger brother . His mum kicked 

his dad out when he was three and she then had three 

children to bring ~p herself with no help . It was 

difficult . She had three jobs , and it was heavy 

poverty . 

She then met someone who took them on and ' Sandy ' 

says life changed at that time and this man made good 

money and would take them on holiday . He had 

a relatively good life . He ate well , dressed well, and 

he went on holidays . He went to primary school , played 

football , and climbed trees . 

But then his stepdad got cancer and was in a lot of 

pain , and ' Sandy ' says watching him waste away in agony 

was really traumatic . He cons i dered h im to be his 

151 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

father . His stepfather died when he was 11 , and that ' s 

when ' Sandy ' started to misbehave . He started high 

school by this time , but was acting out . He stopped 

going to school , he was stealing cars and smashing 

windows , and he ended up at a Children ' s Panel and was 

put on an unruly certificate at aged 11 and sent to 

Larchgrove . 

He talks about Larchgrove between paragraphs 10 and 

15 , and at that time he was 11 and he ended up being 

there for six weeks . 

If we could go to paragraph 12 , ' Sandy ' says : 

' Larchgrove was ok because nothing sexual happened, 

but there was a culture of physical abuse . There wasn ' t 

really any discipline in there . The staff just did what 

they liked and would give boys a kick in if they took 

a dislike to you or if they thought you were 

misbehaving . I was funny and would make other boys 

laugh , which the staff didn ' t like . They would say 

"There ' s no fucking laughing in here" and then batter 

me . One of them would take me into a cupboard and give 

me a few whacks on the head with a wee stick, which was 

about two centimetres by two centimetres . They would 

hit you on the body as well so that nobody would see the 

marks . It was inhumane . It was traumatic because I was 

getting battered for nothing . I wasn ' t doing anything 
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wrong . ' 

He then says ttat he ended up in front of another 

panel when he was about 13, and it was decided that he 

would be sent to Loaningdale and he was taken straight 

from the panel in a van . 

He talks about Loaningdale from paragraph 19 and he 

says in relation to Loaningdale there was not so much 

physical abuse , but some from a couple of members of 

staff . Staff would watch them in the shower . He saw 

one of the boys giving a staff member oral sex , and boy 

of the week would tave to go to one staff member ' s house 

to c l ean it, and he was boy of the week once and was 

taken to that staff member ' s house and sexually 

assaulted there . And that happened during the course of 

the two years he was there . 

Another staff member was also involved in sexual 

abuse another time , and he was abused by that staff 

member in Loaningdale at night . He was between the ages 

of 13 and 15 . It tappened in dorms , in the staff 

member's house , , and on camping and 

orienteering trips . There was psychological abuse, and 

' Sandy ' says that te estimates that that member of staff 

abused him over lOC times . Sometimes he would be 

physically sick afterwards . 

On trips away he saw staff members having anal sex 

153 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

with boys . There was inappropriate sexual behaviour 

amongst other boys and female staff members were also 

involved in inappropriate sexual behaviour too . He ran 

away a lot because of the abuse and woul d steal a car in 

Biggar , and when he ran away once he was sexually 

assaulted when he ended up staying with a man . He ran 

away when he was 15, and when he turned 16 they couldn ' t 

send him back . 

He talks about his life after care between 

paragraphs 95 and 104 . He went back to his mum ' s house , 

he worked in a factory for 18 months . He went to London 

and worked for a demolition company for two and a ha l f 

years . 

He got into a relationship with a woman and he was 

with her for 22 years , and starting taking heroin . He 

had kids and lost them and had to fight to get them 

back . He studied law to get them back and he did get 

them back . 

He says he had six kids and a grandchild that he 

sees . He moved back to Scotland, he got clean, and he 

got a job and a house , and at one time he opened two 

drug projects and ran them . Family members died from 

drugs and he had a mental health breakdown . 

In relation to impact , ' Sandy ' talks about that 

between paragraphs 105 and 116 . Mostly this is about 
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the impact of what happened at Loaningdale . He 

struggled with depression and suicidal thoughts as 

an adult , and he talks about lessons to be learned 

between paragraphs 118 and 125, but again a lot of the 

issues were about Loaningdale . 

He has made the usual declaration at paragraph 126, 

and that ' s signed and dated 27 July 2023 . 

8 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

9 I ' ll stop there for the mid- afternoon break, and 

10 then we ' ll go on to the next read-in after that . 

11 Thank you very much , Ms Forbes . 

12 (2 . 59 pm) 

13 (A short break) 

14 (3 . 09 pm) 

15 LADY SMITH : Before we move on to the next read- in this 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

afternoon , names mentioned so far which are in relation 

to people whose identities are protected by my GRO were 

Mr _ , Mr _ , Mr - and Mr - they are 

not to be identified outside this room . 

Thank you . 

Ms Forbes . 

22 MS FORBES : The next read-in is from an applicant who is 

23 

24 

anonymous and is known as 'Alec ', the statement 

reference for 'Alec ' is WIT . 001 . 002 . 3489 . 

25 LADY SMITH : Yes , thanks . 
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' Alec ' (read) 

MS FORBES : ' Alec ' was born in 1966 and he talks about his 

life before care between paragraphs 2 and 8 . He was 

born in Cork , in I reland . He says his father was 

an alcoholic and his mother then left him . They came to 

London when he was about one year old and then they 

moved to Glasgow with h is brothers and sisters wh en he 

was about two. 

Eight of t hem l ived in a council house , it was 

a one-bedroom tenement flat . He was put i n to care when 

he was four years old . His mum married a man who had 

a l cohol and gambling issues , and she d i dn ' t l ike his 

name being mentioned because it was the same name as his 

dad ' s . 

There was vio l ence towards him and his brother from 

his stepfather , and he was running away and getting 

picked up by the police . 

The socia l work felt that hi s mum wasn ' t keeping 

a clean house , but he was the o n ly one who was put into 

care . He blamed himself for being t aken into care , and 

he thought it was because of h i s unruly behaviour . 

He is not certain about the order of the various 

institutions he was in , because there were so many , and 

he talks about these between paragraphs 9 and 67 . ttr-tr 
Secondary lnst1tut1ons - to be published later 
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later 

Secondary lnst1tut1ons He was then taken back to Glasgow and he 

was at home for five or six months . His mum had moved 

to a new place . Her husband , again , was being drunk , 

disorderly , and violent towards him, his mother and his 

brothers and sisters and he started running away again . 

He went to the Children ' s Panel for absconding and 

minor offences and was sent to Ballikinrain . Then he 

talks about Ballikinrain from paragraph 69 to 82 . He 

was there for about eight months . He was 11 years old . 

He says nothing happened there , apart from what he 

describes as some fisticuffs with some other boys . 

Staff would give him a clip around the ear and he got 

a slap for stealing glue or some bullying by the other 

boys . He ran away , was abusing solvents and ' Al ec ' says 

everything then was chaotic and he was sent to 
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Larchgrove . 

He talks about Larchgrove on paragraph 83 and he 

says that when he was being sent to Larchgrove he ran 

away from the Children ' s Panel and was caught by the 

police and taken to Larchgrove , and he was there about 

five times altogether , and it would be a three-week 

assessment before te went back to the panel . 

He was still 11, and it was a secure unit there . 

And he talks about kids being there for extreme crimes 

compared to what he was there for , and ' Alec ' says there 

were kids there for murder , attempted murder and rape . 

He talks about abuse at Larchgrove at paragraph 85 , 

and if I can go to that paragraph, ' Alec ' says : 

' There was a lot of physical violence going on with 

the staff at Larchgrove . The staff woul d s l ap , kick and 

punch you . You wo~ld swear at the staff and they would 

lash out at you . My experience with social workers and 

staff employed by Glasgow City Council back then , was 

that they had their own issues with alcohol and drugs . 

You could see there was domestic violence in there 

because they were putting it back on to the kids . You 

didn ' t know it at the time, but you know it now, looking 

back . 

You would see staff getting sacked and in the 

newspapers . The staff in Larchgrove weren ' t 
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professional . The staff were tough guys who had to deal 

with tough kids . There was a lot of violence from staff 

and residents . A lot of staff got injured . The staff 

shoul d have had a bit more restraint and control . 

You wou ld hear something g oing on o u ts i de in the 

corridor and a kid screaming . The kid would run back 

i nto t he l ounge and start threatening t h e staff who h ad 

hit them . I f l icked a cigarette at a me mber of sta ff . 

I t was n ' t l it . The member of staff jumped up and 

slapped me on the ~ead . That doesn ' t upset or worry me 

today .' 

Then h e says h e thinks he went to St Ni nian ' s in 

Falkland after leaving Larchgrove that time . He was in 

St Ni n i an ' s j ust before he was 12 years old . He talks 

about that between paragraphs 89 and 129 . He was there 

for a coupl e of mo~ths . He was in three institutions 

within a year and a half . There was physical abuse from 

the Brothers t here , sexual abuse , Brothers were sexual ly 

abusin g him together , it was rape , and h e ran away 

several times . 

He to l d pol ice and social work and t h e panel what 

was going on there , and he was sent back to Larchgrove 

after h is third ab~consion from there for two weeks and 

then he wen t to St Joseph ' s in Tranent . 

He tal ks about St Joseph ' s between paragraph 133 and 
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173, that part of tis statement was read in on 

23 January 2024 , Day 411 . He suffered p hysical abuse 

there , sexual abuse , rape , physical and sexual torture , 

bul lying from other boys . He kept running away , and he 

told people again , and social wor k , what was happening , 

and he was moved to St Mary ' s , Kenmure . 

He ta l ks about that between paragraph s 175 and 23 4 . 

He was abou t 14 year s o l d then . He was in t h e open unit 

for about four months , the secure unit for six . There 

was sexually inappropriate behaviour there from the 

cook , there was sexual assault , physical assaults from 

staff , and a l ot of drinking of alcohol by staff whi l st 

on duty . 

Later on in his time there he was moved to the 

cottages t hat were attached to St Mary ' s and he was 

worki ng a nd paying rent . He broke i nto the o f f i ce and 

stole his money, his rent money, and other people ' s rent 

money , and he went to Folkestone . 

At paragraph 235 onwards he talks about his time 

down t here . He arrived in Folkestone at age 15 , broke 

into a shop , was caught by pol i ce , was sent to a rema nd 

home in Ken t , did three months in a detention centre . 

I thin k he was sentenced to three months in a detention 

cen tre and d i d e i g t t weeks . He then got involved with 

a cri minal family down t here who were i nvolved i n drugs 
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and he ended up in mainstream prison, and ended up in 

prison in Gibraltar for involvement with drugs . He got 

22 months . 

And when he got out he moved in with his brother in 

Kirkintilloch at 2C . He got a full - time job and he went 

to Cor k when he was 24 to visit his real dad . He got 

invol ved in photography , got contracts with l arge 

companies and worked for many years as a photographer . 

He went to Hong Ko~g at 28 , and stayed there until 1997 , 

and he came back a~d got a flat in Glasgow and then 

became a commerci al diver and did that from 1999 until 

2004 . 

He talks about the impact from paragraph 2 43 

onwards , and in relation to St Nini an ' s and St Joseph's, 

there have been prosecutions t hat he has been involved 

i n and he has been involved in three court cases . 

The impact is really about his time in these two 

p l aces . 

He makes the u sual declaration at paragraph 296 a nd 

he ' s signed that, it ' s dated 18 July 2018 . 

My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant who 

is anonymous and k~own as ' Stephen ' . His reference 

number for his statement is WIT-1-000001094 . 

' Stephen ' (read) 

MS FORBES : ' Stephen ' was bor n in 1969 and t alks about his 
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life before care between paragraphs 2 and 11 . 

He was born in Glasgow, lived in Pollok with his 

parents and his fo~r siblings . He was the second 

youngest . Life at home was pretty violent . His dad was 

violent towards his mum . His dad had a reputation in 

Glasgow for being a hard man . He was involved in crime 

and always in trouble with the police . 

' Stephen ' says he was protected a bit because of his 

dad ' s reputation a~d nobody would touch them if they 

knew his dad . His mum and dad split up in 1975 , when he 

was five , and they moved to Castlemilk . He started 

going to primary school there . He never got on well 

there . He hated it, and he struggled a lot with anger 

after his parents ~plit up . 

He felt close to his dad and had idolised him, and 

life at home with tis mum was chaotic . She was 

a drinker who would either not come home for days on end 

or bring random me~ back to the house . She would pass 

out and put them at risk from these men and a couple of 

times he woke up to men trying to take his clothes off . 

His siblings and him would fight him off . They all 

attacked one man wto was trying to sexually abuse him . 

They grew up having to watch men tampering with his mum 

while she was passed out drunk . 

He jumped on one of the men ' s back one night when he 
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was trying to do something . At 10- or 11- years old he 

woke up to one man assaulting him and taking his clothes 

off, and this man threatened to hurt his mum so he never 

told anyone what happened after that . 

' Stephen ' says they all went through some sexual or 

physical abuse because of his mum, and the only one of 

his siblings who was protected was his baby sister , who 

they all made sure no one went near . They had to feed 

themselves and steal milk and rolls from neighbours ' 

doorsteps . His betaviour became unruly , he starting 

dogging school . 

He was sent to a psychologist at eight , assigned 

a social worker at around nine or ten years old , and he 

went to a Children ' s Panel and the social worker there 

asked him to be se~t for a three- week assessment . He 

was taken straight from the panel to Larchgrove , still 

at 10-years old , a~d spent three weeks in there in 1980 , 

and then they let tim back to live with his mum . 

He thought thi~gs would be different if they sent 

him to a different primary school . They weren ' t , and he 

ended up back in Larchgrove for six weeks in 1981 when 

he was 11 . 

He talked about the first time in Larchgrove from 

paragraph 12 . He says he was put into Bute Unit , and 

that he says was a unit for 10-12 years old . The only 

163 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

master he remembers is , Mr _ , who 

took an i mmediate dislike to him. He was made to scrub 

the floors with a toothbrush . The only class they had 

to go to was religious education . When it came to other 

classes they got to choose , so he just didn ' t go . He 

went to PT most days and played football . 

' Stephen ' comments that he was sent there for not 

going to school , b u t they didn ' t even try to make him go 

to school while he was there , and t hat's at 

paragraph 16. 

11 LADY SMITH : He ' s not the first applicant to make t hat 

12 astute observation . 

13 MS FORBES: He had to do chores there like sweeping 

14 
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corri dors . If you wet the bed the staff in the morning 

would hang the wet sheets over your bed so the whole 

place knew you had peed the bed . And he remembers being 

marched down the corridor naked to get cleaned up . 

Other boys were laughing and it was just pure 

humiliation . 

He talks about discipline there at paragraph 25 . 

That mainly involved being locked in a room or being 

made to scrub the floors , sometimes with a toothbrush . 

Also staff could take away money that family members had 

handed in for them to use. 

He talks about abuse at Larchgrove from 
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paragraph 26 . If I could go to paragraph 26 , he says : 

' Larchgrove wasn ' t a nice place at all , but I don ' t 

remember much happening the first time I was there. The 

second time I was there , I remember getting kicked up 

the bum by either Mr - or when 

I was bent down cleaning the floor . I can ' t remember 

name . I was also slapped by one of 

the PT instructors for carrying on with another boy . By 

this point I didn ' t take much notice of a s lap or a wee 

kick, because it was normal . I was used to it because 

I got it in the house anyway . My brother used to give 

me a bad doings and my mum used to batter me too . 

I also remember getting knocked about by one of the 

male staff members who worked in Bute Unit . I was 

carrying on with another boy and we pulled a blind off 

one of the windows by accident . I was standing on 

a chair trying to put it back when this guy pulled me 

off the chair backwards and laid into me . He slapped 

and kicked me a couple of times . I managed to get out 

into the PT area . I climbed up the parallel bars , 

pushed a window open and climbed out of it. I ran away 

to my granny ' s house . I walked all the way to the 

Gorbals . It took me about seven hours to get there . 

I knew if I could find my way to Parkhead, I coul d get 

to my granny ' s from there , so that ' s what I did .' 
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He says : 

' I remember seeing my sister . . . at my granny ' s 

house . She saw the marks on my face from getting beaten 

up . I had a mark on my chin . I think the guy who beat 

me up must have had a ring or something on when he hit 

me . Larchgrove called the police and some of my family 

members so they were all out looking for me . One of my 

family members , I don ' t remember who , found me the next 

day, hiding in a hedge in my mum ' s garden . They phoned 

Larchgrove and some guy in a taxi was sent to pick me up 

and take me back . I don ' t remember getting physically 

punished when I got back there , but I think I got ha l f 

my canteen taken off me . 

I saw other re~ident boys getting hit by staff when 

I was there . I ca~ •t remember the name of the staff or 

the boys now thougt, it was something that happened 

pretty regularly . ' 

He talks about after that first three weeks at 

Larchgrove he was allowed to go back home , and t h ings 

didn ' t work out at this different primary school . He 

says that Castlemilk at that time was split into gangs 

and he started figtting with everyone in the school so 

he would dog school . 

He then went i~to first year of high school and he 

would hardly see his mum . He would only see her at 
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night if she was drunk , and ' Stephen ' comments that she 

would come in and say ' Who loves you baby ' and give h im 

a kiss and a cuddle , but that only ever happened when 

she was drunk , the rest of the time it was cups of cold 

water in his face . 

He had to go to the Children ' s Panel and then back 

to Larchgrove and that was for the second stay of six 

weeks , but he was back to stay with his mum again after 

that . He went to secondary school . Didn't get on well 

there . Didn ' t do what he was told and got the belt 

a lot . He threw a stool at a teacher and had to go back 

to the Children ' s Panel . That was one of the reasons , 

he says . And he was told that he was being sent to 

St Mary ' s Kenmure . 

He talks about that from paragraph 33 , he was 

13 years old, and ' Stephen ' says he initiall y thought 

' This is for me ', and he eventually ended up being a day 

boy and was getting home at night . ' Stephen ' says 

however there was a lot of stuff going on at St Mary ' s . 

There was physical assaults from staff . There was 

a night shift staff member who was a sexual predator . 

There was physical assaults from that person also and 

the chef there would also sexually assault boys . He was 

there 18 months and was 15 years old when he left . 

He talks about life after care at paragraphs 69 and 
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70 . He lived at home with his mum until he says he was 

done for assault . He was remanded for the first time 

when he was 16 , and went to Longriggend , but Barlinnie 

first . He was in and out of Barlinnie and Longriggend 

four times before te turned 18 . 

He spent some time at Polmont for unpaid fine and 

describes Polmont and says , 'That p l ace was rough '. 

He says , as far as he were concerned his time in 

Larchgrove and St Mary's was the time he was in care . 

Everything after ttat was just prison life . 

The secti on of his statement that deals with his 

time in the Scottish Prison Service institutions is 

paragraphs 69 to 73 and it was read on in on 13 December 

last year , on Day 398 . 

In Barlinnie ttere were physical assaults and he 

ended up with an opiate habit from being there at 16 . 

At Longriggend people were assaulted by staff and 

other prisoners . Ee only ever spent six and nine weeks 

there for reports . 

He talks about his life after care from paragraphs 

74 to 77 , once ' Stephen ' turned 18 he said his life was 

just as chaotic as ever . He was running about at that 

time with his dad and doing things for him . He passed 

his driving test at 18 and had his own flat , but he was 

taking drugs . 

168 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

At 21 he got a five- year sentence and he was between 

Shotts and Perth prison . 

At 26 he got a life sentence . 

He went to Barlinnie, he got a heroin habit . He got 

out in 2010 . 

Then he was in Low Moss in 2015 for a six-year 

sentence . 

Three spells i~ Castle Huntly , and ' Stephen ' 

comments that most of his adult life was spent in 

custody, 26 years in custody . 

All the jails te was in he says were pretty violent 

and he talks about restraints from officers and being 

' carted ' , the term used . He has health conditions which 

he feels are as a result of the restraints . He has had 

relationships though and he has children and he has a 10 

year-old son , at tte time of this statement he is 

10 years old , who te was in contact with and says that 

he has changed his life . He ' s out but he is on a life 

sentence, so he has contact with social work and he has 

struggled for a lo~g time to build a good relationship 

with social work due to all of his experiences but he 

says he does have a good relationship with them now . 

He talks about the impact from paragraph 78 onwards . 

At paragraph 79 he says he thinks about what 

happened to him in care every day and how life could 
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have been different . ' Stephen ' says if he had been 

encouraged to get an education at Larchgrove and 

St Mary ' s things would have been very different . 

In relation to treatment and support he says he has 

been seeing a clinical psychologist who has helped . 

If we go to paragraph 85 , he has made the usual 

declaration, and ttat ' s signed 4 October 2022 . 

8 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

9 MS FORBES : The next statement is from an applicant who is 

10 

11 

anonymous and is k~own as ' Stewart ', and the reference 

for his statement is WIT-1-000001303 . 

12 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

13 ' Stewart ' (read) 

14 MS FORBES : It ' s 'Stewart ', S-T-E-W-A-R-T . 

15 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

16 MS FORBES : ' Stewart ' was born in 1966 and he was born in 
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Glasgow and went straight into foster care after being 

born . 

He had a couple of foster placements before going to 

stay with a partic~lar couple when he was 18 months old 

and he talks about that time from paragraph 3 onwards , 

his time in foster care . 

Because he was so young , his earliest memories are 

of when he was at school age . The foster carers had 

other children , including their own son . During the 
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course of his time with them he started to get into 

trouble , sniffing glue . He was told by a social worker 

that his mother had been raped at a party by a black 

guy . He is of mixed race . He was buzzing glue from the 

age of 12 to 18 . 

' Stewart ' experienced physical assaults from his 

foster parents , which started when he was about five . 

He couldn ' t read, and would be assaulted because of 

that . He was also beaten for wetting the bed and would 

have his face rubbed in it . 

In relation to his contact with the police, there 

was a lot of racial abuse from the police and he ran 

away from his foster home a couple of times . 

When he was 15 he ran away after he had assaulted 

one of the other kids in the house . He had been on glue 

and he had stolen £300 from the house and the police 

found him and he e~ded up going to Larchgrove . 

He talks about Larchgrove from paragraph 45 . He was 

15 when he first went there . He was there three times 

for a few weeks or months . ' Stewart' says there was 

a riot on his first day there and the boys barricaded 

the dorm so the staff couldn ' t get in . He went to sleep 

and he woke up and the place was on fire . He managed to 

get the barricade down and get out , and two of the boys 

were arrested for arson . 
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He talks about abuse at Larchgrove from 

paragraph 53 , and if I could go to that paragraph, 

' Stewart ' says : 

'I saw boys being beaten up in Larchgrove. Maybe 

they had been misbehaving . I just remember boys being 

beaten up by the screws . They were giving the boys 

a right good beatirg with their fists . I saw that 

happen on quite a rumber of occasions . I couldn ' t give 

specifics because I was just trying to look after 

myself . I was just a young lad and it was dog eat dog . 

I think the beatings might have been why the trouble 

started with the riots . I was never beaten at 

Larchgrove because I was willing to fight anybody , even 

the staff.' 

He then says ttat after he had been in Larchgrove 

his foster parent didn ' t want him in the house . But 

ultimately I think he ended up having to go back there 

because there was rowhere else to go, and at 

paragraph 55 he says that his foster parent asked him 

how he had liked the place , meaning Larchgrove , and he 

said to him that he ' d loved it . ' Stewart ' comments : 

' I ' d rather have been at Larchgrove than with him. 

I think I would have preferred to be in a home rather 

than foster care.' 

He talks about leaving care from paragraph 56, and 
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' Stewart ' says he ended up going down to London and got 

a job as a kitchen porter , but was arrested at 18 for 

robbery and woundir.g and got 12 years . He was in 

a young offenders ' in England and served just over four 

years . He was in a lot of prisons . He learned to read 

and write in young offenders ', he was in and out of 

trouble with the police most of his life . He moved back 

to Glasgow and he was in Barlinnie and Low Moss . He 

lived in Amsterdam and worked as a door- to- door 

salesman . ' Stewart ' says he always worked , and worked 

in warehouses . 

He found his mother when he was about 22 or 23, and 

that didn ' t turn o~t very well, and he found his 

father's family i n Nigeria through DNA and he hopes to 

go and meet them or.e day . 

He talked about the impact of what happened to him 

in care between paragraphs 73 and 76 , it is really about 

what happened in foster care , which he says was an 

absolute nightmare and still makes him angry , and he 

comments in relation to records that the records that he 

has been shown , he's referred to in them as a ' retard ' 

and as ' it ', and ttat upset him . 

He makes the u~ual declaration at paragraph 82 and 

he has signed that dated 27 July 2023 . 

25 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 
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who is anonymous a~d is known as ' Callum', the witness 

statement reference is WIT . 001 . 001 . 0227 . 

4 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

5 ' Callum ' (read) 

6 MS FORBES : My Lady, 'Callum ' was born in 1966, and he talks 
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about l ife before care between paragraphs 3 and 5 . 

He grew up in the Drumchapel area of Glasgow until 

he was 10 . He loved school , he loved his friends and 

was generally happy . It was a very rough neighbourhood , 

but when he lived among it he didn ' t really notice . 

At 10 they moved to Milton , but he never really 

settled into the new school , and within five years he 

was in Larchgrove because of truancy and joyriding . 

' Callum ' says it was his mother and father who made the 

decision to place tim in care . None of his other 

siblings were put into care . It was his parents that 

approached social work and ' Callum ' says that they 

thought he was off the chart because of h is behaviour . 

He talks about Larchgrove from paragraph 6 . He says 

that his mother tried to put him into borstal, but 

Larchgrove sent her a letter saying that they cou ldn ' t 

do that . Three weeks for an assessment was as much as 

could be given , and that was u ltimately decided at 

a Children ' s Panel hearing . 
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He had social work involvement for about six months 

before that due to dogging school . When he got to 

Larchgrove , he saw an old primary teacher there , and he 

was put into Bute Eouse . He was only there for two 

weeks , but he didn ' t conform the whole time he was 

there . He didn ' t do anything that he was told . 

' Cal l um ' says there was punches and kicks f l ying from 

the minute he got out of his room until he was locked 

back in, and it was all very random . You could be 

walking past someo~e in the corridor and take a punch in 

the jaw for no reason , and there were verbal threats 

from the minute you opened your eyes . 

If I could go to paragraph 13 of his statement and 

read from there . 

' On my second ~ight there came the first attack . 

I had been locked in the room on my own all day . At 

6 pm they open all the rooms so that people can 

integrate . At around 6 . 30 pm/7 pm I had a visit from 

two boys that looked like brothers and a red-headed boy . 

The red-headed boy was a strange looking boy . He had 

the face and build of a 15 year- old but the face of 

a 40 year-old . 

I was told I was getting it , so I thought here we go 

I ' m getting a hidi~g . A few punches were thrown . I ' d 

had a few pastings in my life . So , much as I wasn ' t 
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looking forward to it , I kind of understood what was 

going on . But it ' s not quite what happened . The three 

turned into five . The red-headed guy sent one of the 

brothers out to get a guy ... ' 

Then he says wtat he t hinks the boy ' s name was , and 

this boy: 

had very sharp features and hair like Elvis . 

They pulled t h e beds together in such a way that my 

arm was pul led through both footboards . I was face down 

on my stomach . They levered my arm up . I was in agony, 

I could not move , I thought that my arm would snap and 

thought I was begi~ni ng to pass out . I still t h ought at 

this point that it was a pasting I was getting . 

I hadn ' t put it together . The two boys that looked like 

brothers were standing in front of me. They both had 

their penises out and both were erect . 

I tried to move but my arm just got pulled up and 

the pain was making me feel that I was going to do t he 

toilet . One of t h e boys who looked like brothers held 

my hair from the other side of the bed and then h e 

forced h i s penis i~to my mouth . At thi s point [ then he 

names the other boy who had come in] walked round behind 

me with his friend . At that time in my life I ' d only 

ever kissed girls and when I realised t hat these boys 

were really serious , I felt that what was happening was 
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something utterly manky in my mind . I didn ' t know about 

anal sex, so I was~ •t expecting anal sex . To t his day 

I have never experienced pain to the level I felt at 

Larchgrove . I thought it was going to kill me . 

They were puncting me on the neck . I got a f ew on 

the back and on my side , but mainly they were hitting my 

neck . I was forced to perform oral sex on that other 

boy . I couldn ' t move so he did the moving, which was 

particularl y rough and so I thought I was going to 

vomit . I was gagging . He e jaculated in my mouth and 

I started t o boak . At that point I got three or four 

punches on the back and side of the neck . J ust to 

clarify, the boy wto e j aculated in my mouth was the 

second boy who wanted anal sex , the first boy ejaculated 

on the side of my face because I wouldn ' t open my mouth 

at f i rst . 

I think that ' s why the extra punches came . I don ' t 

understand sex witt violence , because sex and v iolence 

just don ' t go . Not to me . I barely understood what was 

happening to me as it was . It was at that point that 

one of t he two boys behind me roughl y p ulled my trousers 

down to my knees . They didn ' t even loosen them, they 

j ust yanked them down . 

The memory of the smell makes me s ick . At t hat 

point somebody poured what smelt l ike medical s hampoo in 
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between the cheeks of my bum. I very quickly realised 

what was happening to me . The boy with the dark hair 

performed anal sex on me for 15 to 20 seconds before he 

ejaculated inside my bottom . The boy at the other end 

had finished his business and ejaculated . I kind of 

threw up on him and I got a few punches for that . 

The boy who performed anal sex on me instructed the 

other boy to do t h e same . However , the other boy 

couldn ' t get an erection no matter how much he tried . 

He tried forcing his penis into my bum . The whole 

attack lasted no more than f our minutes , but it seemed 

like a l ifet ime . My breathing had been restricted so 

much that I was pa~ic stricken . 

I had excruciating pain in my back passage . I still 

get body memories of t hi s pain even to t h is day . The 

only way to describe t he pain i s a hot poker being 

forced into my anus . Whatever they used as a lubricant , 

it worked as a lubricant , but i t a l so wor ked to burn me 

inside because that was all I could feel . I t was like 

fire inside my bum . They were laughing and giggling . 

I was bleeding and choking . I was trying to throw up . 

I didn ' t understand the violence . I knew what sex was 

and I knew what violence was , but when they were put 

together in that sort of scenario i t makes you aware of 

how serious your sit uation was . I ' d onl y been there t wo 
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days . 

As the people who had attacked me left my room they 

told me that there was a knife in circulation . They 

threatened me with that knife although they didn ' t show 

me it until the third attack . They told me the blade 

was on the wing . 

Panic stricken . I thought the best thing to do was 

to report the attack . I even had someone to report it 

to , Mr O ' Callaghan , my old school teacher . There is 

a process for aski~g to speak to a member of staff . At 

the end of the corridor there was a door with a wee 

slide window . You then ask them for an appointment with 

the staff member you want to see . I didn ' t report it 

till around midnigtt that I ' d been attacked . To get to 

this door you had to walk past all the other rooms . 

Talking to any member of staff when other boys could see 

or hear me would always result in violence against me . 

A member of staff , speaking through the little 

window said that I wouldn ' t be able to see 

Mr O ' Callaghan until he came back on shift which would 

mean Monday . That ' s why I think it was the weekend . 

I was clinging on to that lifeline . I thought if 

anybody can stop ttis it would be him . So I got told 

I would see him on the Monday morning . I just told them 

I ' d been attacked and I wanted to see Mr O ' Callaghan . 
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People in the corridor were capable of hearing what 

you ' d asked for . That was quite a big concern . I was 

desperate and panic had taken over because I knew others 

were watching . 

Meanwhile I spent the night in the toilet trying to 

scrub my mouth . I was trying to make it bleed . I just 

wanted to scrub it raw . There was a smell that wouldn ' t 

leave me . I tried to pack my bum with toilet paper . It 

wasn ' t bleeding a lot but it was leaking and I had no 

idea if it was blood, sperm, bodily fluids of some sort, 

because when I looked , it looked like blood but it 

looked like other things as well . I just knew I had to 

stop it . That ' s wtat took my time up until I could 

report it . I had ~o idea of what to do or what would 

happen to me if I was discovered trying to clean myself . 

The pain was so severe I thought my bum was torn . 

I think I spent the next 24 hours in my room and 

I refused to come out it . I remember being backed up 

into a corner , I pLshed my bed into a corner . Sat up on 

the corner of the bed and didn ' t move . 

I had to find 

a way to hang myself and I couldn ' t find a way to hang 

myself . Practically nothing was available . I tried to 

set my room on fire whilst locked in it . I just wanted 

to die . They killed who I was .' 
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Then he says : 

' The person people know now is the second version of 

me . I ' m not the same person that went into Larchgrove . 

I just wanted to die . Also I made the decision that 

if this was going to happen again then I was going to 

have to kill one of them and I didn ' t have the courage . 

Or the ability , I wasn ' t that type of person . I was 

quite carefree , a pleasant boy certainly not a " ned" by 

any manner or means . A young boy who doesn ' t exist any 

more . You ' ve got to hide naturally through your life . 

You ' ve always got to work towards a place where you can 

merge this life with t hat wee boy t hat you protect all 

the time . I ' m what ' s left and I've had to make peace 

with that .' 

He then talks about a second attack from 

paragraph 28 : 

' I was in the shower Sunday night . You are told to 

shower at 8 pm . Ttings changed dramatically in the 

second attack . When you are in an institution t h e staff 

are a big part of your life obviously . But they can 

also be a great source of hope . That ' s just genera l 

duties for them . But things very much changed the night 

before I went to see Mr O ' Callaghan . I was in the 

shower trying to clean my back passage . The two that 

looked like brothers from the first attack came into the 
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shower . When they came into t he showers , they had 

towels on . 

They told me I was to masturbate them or I was 

getting it . Those are not the words they used , but 

I ' m not using them . I resisted and took a few p unches . 

Rather than take ar.y more punches I did as I was told . 

One at a time . One of them made me masturbate him until 

he ejaculated on my leg . I couldn ' t look at him or else 

I was getting puncted . The second boy came into the 

shower penis erect , I was crying . I had no sooner 

started to mas t urbate him and he ejaculated, it was 

seconds . I though t I was safe because I ' d performed 

masturbation on both of them . 

Things then changed quite dramatically because 

a member of staff came into the shower room . In that 

situation there was i nstant hope . Not only has he 

caught them but he will stop it from happening again . 

He ordered the two boys out of the toi l et as he was 

taking his penis o~t . At this point I h ad knelt down in 

front of him crying . He told me to stand up I was just 

to play with it . I was so terrified at thi s point that 

I ' d have agreed to do anything they wanted . 

I fumbled around with his penis for abou t 30 seconds 

a nd then he pu l led away . He z i pped h imself up and told 

me what I was to do , " Watch what you fucking say 
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tomorrow" . That was my hope gone . Any help that 

I could have got from staff gone . I knew that I was 

going to have to kill myself or kill one of them . 

I couldn ' t make any sense of it . I needed that man to 

be my lifeline . It was so meaningless to him. Looking 

back on it , it wasn ' t something he struggled with . He 

was clear what he wanted and what my instructions were . 

I knew now for a fact that I couldn ' t rely on any 

staff from here on in . Mr O ' Callaghan was my last 

chance of getting segregated or put somewhere else for 

my safety . The very people that you are willing to tell 

let you down . The name I associate with the staff 

member that came into the shower room is - . He was 

aged between 40 and 50 . He dressed differently from the 

educational staff . The educational staff wore their own 

clothes . The man I think may have been called ­

wore police-like trousers and a blue shirt . He was not 

the man that I spoke to originally through the little 

window in the door . After that I went back to my room . 

It was lights out . I thought of many ways that I could 

take my life but almost never got the chance . Setting 

my room on fire whilst I was in it was as close as 

I got . 

The next morning I think was Monday . I was taken to 

see Mr O ' Callaghan . I got marched into his room by the 
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member of staff that I ' d reported the attack to at t he 

window . I sat on a chair in front of him . I burst , 

I was so upset , sobbing . He let it go for about 60 

seconds before informing me that thi s was a ll happening 

because of my fai lure to integrate with the other boys . 

He said it was my failure . Yes , he acknowledged the 

boys were a bit rough but I hadn ' t made any attempt to 

i ntegrate . I tried to speak but he motion ed with his 

hand for me to stop , " Get back to your fucking room; you 

know what you need to do". I was then expecting another 

attack . 

He changed into someone I didn ' t even recognise in 

the space of a second . He looked at me completely 

blank . From then on it was all about f i nding a way to 

kil l myself . I was desperate for help , death , anything . 

The inside of my bum was still burning , my t h roat and my 

neck were agony . A couple of days had passed and 

I thought , great t t at ' s it . I kept myself to myself . 

I refused to do anything I was told and refused to take 

a n ything to do witt any other inmates . I remained like 

this u n t il they let me go home . 

Everyone is looking at you . You ' re the boy that 

went and asked for help from the staff . And you ' re not 

getting a n y help . I looked everywhere I had access to 

for a means to hang myself but the place was set up to 
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avoid that , because it was common . Word of what 

happened to anyone spread through the wing like 

wildfire . I would choose death over two weeks in that 

environment again .' 

He then talks about a third attack : 

' Possibly the week before I left Larchgrove the 

third attack happered . I say possibly because I know 

I was there for three weeks but I don ' t remember the 

third week at all . One or two nights before the last 

attack they put another boy in my room . The boy sat up 

on the bed in the corner the same as I did . We didn ' t 

speak until about 2 or 3 in the morning . I asked him if 

he was ok? He burst , I didn ' t ask any details . 

I must have fallen asleep at around 3 or 4 in the 

morning . That boy was moved out of my room the 

following day . The third attack for me was probably the 

worst . It was a storter attack and it involved less 

people . Four . I can ' t make any sense of this attack , 

even as an adult . I can ' t put any of it together . The 

red-headed boy , the boy who performed anal and his 

friend and the other boy from the shower room were 

involved , four of them . 

This time I was in the corner of my room . I knew 

what was happening . This time I wasn ' t going to let it 

happen . I don ' t mean that through violence I mean this 
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time , through fear I knew I woul d end up complyi ng . 

I thin k I practically begged them not to hit me a n y 

more . I thought by complying it would make it easier or 

shorter or less violent . They were getting exactly what 

they wanted . 

I was in the corner of the room, the red- headed boy 

and the boy with t t e b l ack hair came over . I t h rew 

a punch . They threw a few and I j ust h u nkered down in 

the corner . I was actually trying to make such a fuss , 

be so loud that someone would come in . The guy with the 

black ha i r showed t he knife that they had previously 

threatened me with. It was a foldi ng knife l ike one of 

those ones you would take camping . 

I was forced o~to the bed . My arm was threaded 

through the bed board again . I thi nk I passed out . 

I reme mber a h ead to toe buzzing sensati o n , my l ips , my 

hands , everything . I think I passed out throug h the 

pain i n my shoulder . There was onl y one boy standing in 

front of me . I t h ought because I complied t hat h e would 

have been gentler . I was wrong; he was thru s t ing , 

forcin g his erect penis into my mouth . I t f elt l ike the 

left side of my throat had collap sed . There was phlegm 

and everyth ing coming out of my nose and my mouth . 

I got punched because of it . He ejacul ated i n my face , 

I remember that . I ' d tur ned my face . At t his point one 
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of the boys behind me put the blade behind my right ear 

as I was face down . Only one performed anal sex on me 

at this time . I tr.ink it was the one that couldn ' t get 

an erection the first time . I was hearing them giving 

instructions . He ejaculated . 

I was coughing up phlegm and a bit of sick and that 

had upset the boy in front of me . When the boy with the 

knife retreated from the back of me round to the side of 

me I very quickly r.unkered in the corner of the room . 

My bum was on fire, my shoulder was hanging . I don ' t 

know if it was dislocated or ligament damage . The boy 

I was sick on came round the side of the bed and 

urinated on me and was having a great giggle while he 

was doing it . 

The side of my face , the smell . I wish they ' d 

killed me . I wish I ' d killed them . I wish I ' d killed 

me . I wish the person , the boy that I was when I went 

in , had come out at the end . But he didn ' t come out , 

that didn ' t happen . A version of me ended in 

Larchgrove . I don ' t think the boys who performed anal 

sex on me were from Larchgrove . There was a boy ' s home 

next door . I think they were from there . I think it 

was called St John's . I think I ' d remember the boy with 

the black hair [and then he says the name he thinks] and 

the boy with the red hair . Also the member of staff in 
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the shower room .' 

He then says from paragraph 46 that he made 

a decision not to tell anyone when he left . He disposed 

of underwear when te went home because of the b l ood , and 

he took a pasting from his dad because of it . He 

started running away and slept in back cellars and coal 

cellars , and his brothers would come and look for him 

and drag him back tome . 

That lasted around 12 weeks and then he was sent to 

Brighton to live with his brother . He resisted going 

there at first , but after speaking to his brother on the 

phone he agreed to go to England. His brother ran 

a large business a~d was very successful at it , and 

whilst there he lived in a penthouse flat . It was 

a three- floor building that his brother had with 

a restaurant and a place to play pool . He was well 

paid . His brother taught him to work hard and he stayed 

there for about ni~e months and learned a lot about his 

brother ' s industry . Whilst there he was never s hort of 

money . 

His brother was changing jobs , and that ' s why he 

came back . And between leaving England and finally 

leaving his parent~ • house at 21 , he tried to kill 

himself three times . ' Callum ' says he still has 

nightmares and is in a state of hyperarousal -- sorry , 
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at that time he had nightmares and was in a state of 

hyperarousal . 

After England r.e got into more bother stealing cars . 

Things at home were terribl e and the viol ence never 

stopped . ' Callum' says he lived in o ne of t h e most 

violent environments he ' d ever seen . He was very 

con fused about h i s sexuality . He had a job and a f l at 

but developed a drug habit with cocaine a nd was smoking 

marijuana . He suffered from depression and overdosed . 

He met his wife at 24 . They got married at 29 and 

there was a few lifestyle things she sai d needed to go, 

and his habit with cocaine was top of t h e l ist . 

In relation to impact , he deals with that from 

paragraph 60 onwards , and if I could just h i ghli ght 

a coupl e of parts of t hat . 

At paragr aph 6C , ' Callum ' says he was a carefree 

person before Larcr.grove , a typical 15 year- old . But 

afterwards he had to practice to be normal . 

Then he said eventually he went to t h e doctors 

suffering with depression and he was seen by 

a psychologist who he says was a very we l l meani ng 

woman , but she realised that his deep depression was 

something else , and tried various different things . 

He d i sclosed duri ng his sessions wi th h i s psycho l og i st 

i n f ormati o n about r.is life . 
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He was then put into EMDR treatment , the Eye 

Movement Desensitisation and Reprocessing , however that 

brought up a lot of the issues , and he felt , he says at 

paragraph 63 , that it was like a high- definition movie 

reel playing in his head of what happened to him in 

Larchgrove over and over . He couldn ' t cope with 

processing that, ard he didn ' t get any support . 

He talked about trying to get help and it being 

a very slow process . He was diagnosed with PTSD and 

there was a lot of difficulties along the way . He was 

having weird dreams and suffering from depression . 

He says at paragraph 69 that body memories are a big 

part of what affects him, and he gets body memories in 

his left shoulder which he says he still needs cortisone 

injections for occasionally . He wakes up in the middle 

of the night and his back passage is in agony and he 

keeps getting the doctor to check him . However , he says 

his wife is a constant source of support , and has been 

throughout all of tis darkest nightmares . He says he is 

on a number of medications which prevents him from 

dreaming and cuts down on the body memories . 

In relation to his effect on relationship , he says 

that trust has been a massive issue in his whole life , 

and at paragraph 74 he says his wife changed things for 

him, and that she ' s a very open , honest , articulate and 
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caring person . And he says that if what happened to him 

in Larchgrove ever impacts upon his family , he feels 

that the people who did this to him are also doing it to 

them . 

In relation to getting the right help , from 

paragraph 76 he talks about the fact that he got a place 

at Speak Out Scotland, who since that day have been 

advocacy workers a~d have arranged counselling with Talk 

Now and that has been a godsend for him . He says the 

key aspect of Speak Out Scotland is that they are 

educated survivors , and he has taken more steps forward 

in eight months working with them than he had taken 

since he was 16 . And it ' s now that he has realised 

through various things that happened how serious the 

consequences of what happened in Larchgrove were for 

him . 

He gives a lot of information about speaking to MSPs 

and trying to get records in relation to reporting 

matters to the police . And then he says at paragraph 86 

that apart from meeting Speak Out Scotland, the meetings 

with the Public Inquiry has probably been hard to 

describe , but he says it feels as if -- and the way 

he puts it , ' as if you give a shit '. Up until he met 

Speak Out Scotland, he says , ' nobody gave a shit '. And 

again he talks abo~t his wife being a constant support 
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to him , and Speak Out Scotland, and he says that they 

are a constant , which is so important for male survivors 

of sexual abuse . 

Later in his statement at paragraph 92 , he says that 

ever since he was 15, people who have met him have only 

met the person he was who was left after Larchgrove , and 

that he can show traits of the boy that was there 

before , he was loving and caring, but he doesn ' t like 

the person that was left . 

And he says , at 93, that he doesn ' t envisage himself 

ever feeling like one person again . He always feels 

like two people , a~d he blames himself quite a lot for 

being in Larchgrove . 

He talks at 94 about his education being gone as 

soon as he got into Larchgrove , and in that paragraph 

he also says he ' s a master barber on paper , qualified , 

and he's got a Class 1 truck licence and all the 

qualifications , and he ' s a level 1 martial arts coach 

and a black belt i~ karate, and without his wife ' s 

support he wouldn't have any of it . In particular 

he learned martial arts so that nobody could hurt him . 

He says , at 95 , that he has been asked about his 

thoughts on how to protect children in the future , and 

he says , ' I think it ' s all about the staff . The staff 

need to be properly educated .' 
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There ' s a lot of information there. He has quite 

a lot of issues about speaking to his former teacher , 

and we can read that there for ourselves . And at 

4 paragraph 102 he makes the usual declaration, and signed 

5 the statement , and it ' s dated 29 November 2016 . 

6 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much , Ms Forbes . 

7 A couple of names : Mr - and Mr - both 

8 have the protection of my General Restriction Order . 

9 They ' re not to be identified outside this room. 

10 We ' ll finish there for today . 

11 Tomorrow morning , what ' s the plan? 

12 MS FORBES : Yes , my Lady . There ' s a witness at 11 . 45 . So 

13 I think at 10 . 00 until then we would have some read-ins . 

14 LADY SMITH : Fine . Well I will sit at 10 o ' clock, and have 

15 read- ins then and go on to the witness at 11 . 45 after 

16 that . 

17 Thank you . 

18 (4 . 06 pm) 

19 (The Inquiry adjourned until 10 . 00 am the following day) 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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