


My earliest memory of the care system is from when | was four years old and | was
staying with foster carers. They were two police officers from Irvine and | would go
down there and stay with them. For a brief moment |l came down and stayed
with them as well. They had two cats and | used to hate cats. The cats used to terrorise

me, that’s how | can remember it.

My mum was arrested multiple times and | would go into care. One time when | was
about eight years old | managed to sneak out of the house and | went to Brockburn
police station in Pollok. | would say that | hadn’t had a proper meal in five or six days,
| was completely fatigued. The desk Sergeant asked me if | was alright. He asked me
if 1 was ||| | | S He knew straight away who | was. At that point he
managed to get a hold of the out-of-hours emergency social worker and they came
and picked me up. That led to me going to Moore House.

Moore House, Bathgate — 1999 to 2001.

| went to Moore House when | was about ten or eleven years old. | remember | was
there on September 11, 2001, the day of the twin towers attack. | think | was put into
Moore House because | had no stable attendance at school. For me, that was the
main reason. | don’t remember going to a Children’s Panel for that but there must have

been. | can’'t remember who my social worker was at the time.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Review of care

My social workers were based in Langside Road, Pollock, Glasgow. The only social
worker | can remember the name of is lan McLeod. | went to a lot of Children’s Panel

hearings too. The Children’s Panel used to be where Maggie May’s pub is.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving Moore House

The decision to leave Moore House was made for me. A lot of it was down to my mum
saying she couldn’'t handle me. It was at that time | first met my social worker lan
McLeod. My mum was trying to paint a terrible picture of me and lan turned round and

said to her, “Are we talking about the same boy here?”

| completely lacked any confidence or self-esteem. The one thing that my mum failed
to realise was that her opinion was just her opinion. As much as she was good at
manipulating people, she couldn’t manipulate facts. The descriptions she gave of me

versus the opinions people had after meeting me were polar opposites.

Kerelaw Residential School, Stevenson, North Ayrshire — 2001 to 2004

| was about thirteen years old when | went to Kerelaw. The decision to be sent there
was made for me by a Children’s Panel. The whole point of me going to Kerelaw was

that | didn’t need to go home at the weekends. You could stay full-time at Kerelaw.

Kerelaw was just outside a small Ayrshire town called Stevenson. The staff were
trained in different techniques at different places and the structure was different. That's
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| sat my prelim exams in the secure unit of Kerelaw, which is somewhere | should
never have been in in the first place. | think the highest mark | got for a single exam
was a six. | know | am a lot more intelligent than that but how are you supposed to do
your exams when you're locked up? | was falsely imprisoned, it's as simple as that. |

have had to educate myself because there was no-one else to do it.

There would be four or five of us in a class, boys and girls. We moved from class to
class for different lessons. The technical teacher was an alcoholic but he was a decent
guy. I can’t remember his name, he was a big bald guy with a beard. He was always
stinking of drink. Matt George was the art teacher. | don't know what
was meant to be doing, he was a weird guy. There was an English teacher and a
maths teacher but | can’t remember their names.

Personal possessions

Stuff would get stolen all the time by the staff. There was nothing of massive value
that we had. We didn’t have any lockers but your door to your room was supposed to
be locked. | used to have posters of people like Tupac and Eminem. The staff would
take posters off your walls and swap them with another kid’s. The ceilings were really
high, the walls were about twelve feet high so the staff would have to help you put your
posters up. It was always the high up posters that went missing or got torn. Other kids
wouldn't have swapped them, we all had the posters we wanted. We didn’t want each
other’s posters. It was definitely the staff who were doing it.

Chores
| didn’t have to do any chores. Chores would have given a sense of structure. It would
have given a sense of discipline and life skills. | didn’t know how to open a bank

account when | left Kerelaw. There was no progression into after-care.

Leisure time
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School finished about 3.30 pm and then it was a free-for-all. Kids were fighting, running
away, boozing. It was the most volatile place | have ever been in. Nothing was
structured. They could have brought in an army battalion and it still wouldn’t have been
structured. Every child had different trigger points and nothing was managed properly.

It was just a horrendous place to be.

gym teacher.used to lock up the gym and take the key home. But the

gym was supposed to be left open. It was supposed to be a form of recreation. That

meant there was nothing to do apart from the pool table or the TV. We could play
football outside but the five-a-side goals were in the gym.

We were always trying to work out ways to get one up on the staff. We worked out a
technique of folding up a piece of paper and sticking it in the lock for the gym. When
put the key in the lock it still made a clicking sound but the mechanism
didn't lock and we could get in to the gym. If we were really lucky he had left the
trampoline out. If they had let us have access to the gym every day, we would have
been bouncing on that trampoline all night until we were shattered and then we would

have gone to bed.

We were supposed to just go back to the unit after school and watch TV but that never
happened. | stayed out of that building for as long as | could, whether that be up a tree
or down at the burn. When it got to the point when | had had enough, | tried to avoid
other people because if they wanted an argument, they were going to get it from me.
If they wanted to put hands on me, | was going to fight them.

I < = s merer, I | <oiso

him. He was a phenomenal football player and | was obsessed with football. He fought
tooth and nail to get permission to take me with him to his junior football matches on
Sundays and | would go with him. | actually got enrolled into his football team. | was
there for about four weeks before John Muldoon damaged my ligaments and | never
went back.
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The only visitor | had was lan MclLeod my social worker. | think lan started working
with me when | was thirteen or fourteen. It was when | was in the secure unit. He later
told me that when he first went to Kerelaw he thought there was an air of immaturity.
The staff didn’t seem like they should be staff in a children’s home. The staff would
stand with their feet on the wall, or chewing gum.

I had Children’s Panels every six months or so. lan did speak up for me at Children’s
Panel reviews but the staff at Kerelaw were good at twisting things. | feel that the
reviews were pointless. | would sit and question why they were allowing things to
continue in Kerelaw the way they were but the panel members would just sit there and
look at me as if | was an idiot. There were times | turned up at Children’s Panels on
crutches, with black eyes, and carpet burns all over my face.

I can remember going to the Children’s Panel a few times. Ironically one of the times
| should have been there was when John Muldoon and [ took me to the
secure unit and locked me in there.

| was put in the secure unit at Kerelaw by a Children’s Panel, to keep a lid on me. |
was thirteen or fourteen when | went in there. It was ridiculous. My social worker
remembers the day when the secure unit was recommended for me, even though |
was at the panel for something else. lan went to his manager about it, to say they
hadn't followed the correct procedure.

Kerelaw secure unit

The process of getting put in the secure unit was supposed to take weeks but when |
came back from the Panel they decided | should go there straight away. | was marched
up to the secure unit that day. It was weeks before my social worker knew where |
was. The police have told me that they have found email chains talking about this

confusion, but | don't where these emails came from or who they were between.

| was in the secure unit for about nine months. | was the only child who went from the

open unit, to the secure unit, and back to the open unit. There was no treatment or
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anything. They realised it would only take one adult to accept what | was saying as
fact and phone someone to do something about it. They knew that it was going to
happen and | knew it was going to happen. They put me in there to shut me up. Then
they put me back in the open unit. | was ten times worse when | got out. They had

made their bed and they were going to lie in it. | was causing havoc.
Healthcare

| never had a local GP at Kerelaw. If you were injured, you went to Crosshouse
Hospital. | was there quite a lot. The police found my medical records. On more than
one occasion the same doctor was the A&E department and put notes on my file
raising concerns about my welfare. The police told me about that. | don't remember

the name of the doctor but it is in the records the police have.
Bed Wetting

Bedwetting wasn'’t an issue for me. There were some kids who wet the bed, but staff
were putting water in the beds as well. | have seen a member of staff throwing a cup
of water on a bed and then putting the duvet back. That was | don’t know
how the staff dealt with anyone who did wet the bed.

Running away

My absconding was unbelievable. | was running away all the time. | knew | would get
caught by the police and then | would have someone who was going to listen to me. |
would try for as long as | could not to get arrested but when they caught me | would
tell them everything that was happening.

At some stage a policeman probably did write it down as a statement but | wasn’t
aware of anything happening. The police never came back to me to follow it up. The
police probably just thought of me as a wee tearaway from Kerelaw. | didn’t consider
the damage | was doing to how | looked in the police’s eyes but how many times does

it take for a child to be saying the same things before someone starts listening?
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games with his dad but that all fizzled out when | left Kerelaw. | reconnected with ]

about ten years later and we are still in touch.
Abuse at Kerelaw Residential School

From my first day at Kerelaw Residential School it was absolutely horrendous. | had
never experienced a more hostile environment before then. Initially it shocked me to
be in a worse place than my home life. At times it mirrored that living nightmare of
being at the hands of- There were very brief glimmers of happiness that
became completely blackened by the misery that suffocated the place. Very few staff
members were pleasant because of the poison that the majority of the other care staff
spilled out into the other three units and my unit also, Millerston, and also the education

unit.

Physical abuse was a daily occurrence for me. The names of the staff members
responsible have already been forwarded to the police. | went from one hell into
another. Kerelaw completely ruined my childhood || V-t
should have been a safe, caring, and supportive place to live that gave the children
life skills and the chance to live a relatively normal life did the complete opposite.

e was an ex prison officer and used to bounce my head off the floor.
He assaulted me on the first day | was at Kerelaw. He was basically bouncing my head
off the ground as he dragged me up the stairs. If he was on shift, | was getting it. He
would stand and watch me in the showers but | don’t want to get into that. The police

are aware of it.

There has been multiple different people who have made accusations against
There have been multiple different people who have corroborated my
accusations against him. How can the council continue to justify him working with kids?

I know Zllis still working in child care in a home ||
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Another staff member called Matt George squeezed my penis. There was a member
of staff called & who used to flick my testicles. There were also[fall

John Muldoon and who physically abused me.

There was one time when | was getting restrained by John Muldoon, Kl EGTGN
and [iESEEEEE S /2 standing on the back of my ankles and he
damaged my ligaments. He has given a statement saying he wasn’t PCI trained so
why was he working with children and standing on their ankles?

We were treated like prey. They were preying on us like a pack of hungry lions. We
were so young, vulnerable, and alone. This became everyday life for me, just like it
was when [l abused me. | went from one hell to an even worse one. | don’t

think my words are doing it justice.

Some of the restraint techniques were just unbelievable. They would cross your legs
and you would get bent up so that the soles of your feet were touching the back of
your neck. Then they would sit on your legs so you couldn't move. They used to do
the gooseneck restraint, they would bend your fingers back. When | worked with
children | was taught the figure-of-four restraint which is not harmful but keeps children

in control.

There were instances of adults coming in to the shower. | had experience of that, but
| don’t want to talk about it.

did a fair bit to me. His abuse was more vindictive. He would squeeze your
hand, flick you in the genitals or pull your hair. It wouldn’t just be when he was trying
to restrain you, he would do it when you were walking down the corridor as well. | don't
know how he could think that was appropriate.

ELX. is another one that | have made complaints about.used to grab
your genitals in the gym. He would pull your shorts down too. That's the kind of carry-
on you might expect from children together in the changing rooms but not from an

adult male. He would slag you off if you didn’t have any pubic hair. He would call you,
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to the police that | wasn’t coming down until they had contacted the council to tell them

what was going on. | was just a child but | knew how the system worked.

If | was the manager of a care unit and a kid came to me with an allegation of assault
or abuse, | should have to contact an outside agency to investigate. The staff member
should be taken out of the equation and the child should be isolated until they have
given their statement so the investigators get the information fresh. When | was
reporting issues of assault on a Monday, the guy who assaulted me would be back on
shift on Tuesday. | reported things to multiple people but it was like a world within a
world. Very seldom did someone come in to that world from outside. | know people
who work in care now and they have told me the structure is still the same.

Leaving Kerelaw Residential School

| was one of the last residents at Kerelaw as it was closed down. The staff were selling
off the furniture. They sold TV’s and one of them took the pool table. It was an open

conversation at the time and | subsequently spoke to about it,
she was probably one of the only decent ones who worked in my unit.

When | left Kerelaw my social worker lan McLeod got me a place in a hostel on
Sauchiehall Street. It was full of people from Kerelaw and it was filthy. Then | joined
the army, then | got kicked out of the army. It said on my discharge letter that | had all
the attributes to be a phenomenal soldier but they didn’t know everything | had been
through. |1 was homeless until lan got me in a hostel in Edinburgh when | was
seventeen years old. | was still technically in care but | was just floating about like a

tumbleweed until | got a place in adult foster care.
Adult foster care

lan got me a place at || ] ] U< dingston through a kind of adult foster care
scheme. | stayed with a woman called- who was a crackpot. | stayed with her
for about six months. | was quite vain by that time. | was always getting my hair done
or going on sunbeds but- claimed to lan that | wasn’t looking after my personal
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alleged abuser out of that equation right now. If it turns out to have been an unfair
suspension then they should be compensated. | know for a fact, as of 2021, that
i is still working in care, he is still working with kids right now. | have told the
police what he has done to me. Nothing has been done but if | went and assaulted
someone in the street | would be arrested and charged instantly. If there are 100
allegations of abuse, there should be 100 court cases. They shouldn’t be prolonging
things for the first person to report abuse because that delay might lead to an abuser
getting worse and end up killing a child. Whoever is in charge is playing with children’s

lives. What would you do if it was your child in that situation?

| don’t think the niche of childcare is small enough. All types of people work in it. | don’t
think they do enough background checks because | passed a PVG and | had charges
for assault coming out of my ears. In a PVG check they check for drugs, murder, armed
robbery, or child abuse. My convictions were either spent or they just didn't fit into one
of their categories. I'm not a bad guy but you can guarantee that you would find other
adults with my kind of convictions working in child care.

If | was in charge of the Inquiry | wouldn’t be waiting until | had interviewed everybody
before doing anything. After a couple of hundred people | would want to start making
changes. | would still take statements from everybody else but | wouldn't want there
to be any more delay.

Hopes for the Inquiry

| wish this Inquiry will make a massive difference but | don'’t think it will. | think it is just
another thing that is getting done. Like Grenfell, they are retracting all the cladding,

meantime it could happen again.

The team of people | met with to discuss my childhood in care was formed off the back
of forty years of abuse. It should never have taken forty years. It should never have
taken over forty years of all the reports of abuse to get things done. Children were
living with abuse and | am the living proof of that.
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