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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

FIE

Support person present. No

1. Myname is Sl My date of birth is|Jlf 1967. My contact details are known
to the Inquiry.
2. | wrote to the Inquiry in 2021 to provide information about my experience of Aberlour

and Gordonstoun. | wrote in the terms that are set out in paragraphs 3 — 43 of this

statement.

Background

3 I am writing this letter to help highlight the systemic neglect and abuse | suffered as a
boy pupil of Aberlour House and Gordonstoun from 1976 to 1985. My concern is that
you may focus on one-off events and abusers and not understand how we were
institutionally neglected; how the culture of bullying was well established and
accepted, and why many of us suffered events whose consequences still impact our

lives. It was not one or two ‘Bad Eggs’ in the school, but a complete environment.

4, The events | describe for me were life altering and have significantly affected
outcomes in my life. After seeking help from a therapist, | understood that these
incidents were not things to be ashamed of, but things that happened to me as a child
in environments in which | was not protected and that | should speak up about them.
| shall attempt to document some of them below. It is by no means exhaustive, but an
indication of the kind of things that would happen daily or weekly to us. | can have
these events corroborated by three to five people with whom | am in contact: they were

daily and commonplace.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Mr GRS study. I'm playing outside with friends under trees. Mr [gjfijcalls me
in as if I've done something wrong. He takes me into his study and draws the curtains
in the middle of the day. He gives me sherry to drink, I'm close to twelve years old.
He makes me feel special in glowing school reports and tells me | have a gift as a
writer. | like him very much, but years later there are parts of our relationship that
concern me, that might be described as grooming. | don't feel that his behaviour

towards me was appropriate.

Woatched in showers. Mr watches us in the showers often. There’s already a
matron there to supervise us. Why is a grown man watching boys shower? In addition,
see Mr S ohotos of us in the shower. Why are teachers photographing us
in the shower? Why are adults watching us?

I'm forced to fight other kids to avoid getting beaten up, I'm forced to fight other boys
like | /e punch and hit each other to avoid being beaten by the

bullies. We are maybe ten or eleven.

We copy our weekly letters home from the blackboard. A teacher has to approve what
we've written before it's sent. | use cartoons on my mails to try and communicate with

my parents.

We are so hungry we steal milk from the corridor and drink it in the bushes. | hide fruit

in my jumper and eat it under the bedcovers at night.

The ice forms on the inside of the windows. We are not allowed to close them, so
snow falls on the end of the beds nearest windows. It hits -20C, but the school insists

we still wear shorts and we must run every day topless before breakfast.

The toilet seats and floors are covered with semen for the next 10 years. My job was
to wipe it off when | was assigned toilet cleaning, and many other kids were cleaning

toilets as part of our normal duties.

Kids have repetitive nightmares and sleepwalk screaming. It all goes unreported. We

are not allowed to use the telephone to call.
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43.

44,

included. My marriage failed because | had never learned to speak up for myself,
because | lived so long in a world where my needs were of no account.

Other information

As | said in my opening paragraph, I'm trying to illustrate at Gordonstoun there was a
wide and well-accepted culture and tradition of bullying. The school failed us by not
only not identifying this but failing to protect us from this behaviour and exposing us to
long term mental health damage. This was not what we deserved and my intent here
is to contribute this account for the record so that future pupils may avoid this chaos

that still haunts me decades later.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.




