DocuSign Envelope ID: 370D2CAD-0900-47C0-A515-0B2B65942F6D

Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

1JB

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is My date of birth is -1 983. My contact
details are known to the Inquiry. My name before | got adopted was
and they kept it as my middle name so | always knew who | was. When | was put into

1JB
care | was known as _

Life before going into care

2. I was born in Maryhill, Glasgow. | don’t want to give my mum’s name and my dad was
called || | have a sister who is two years older. | prefer not to give
her name. Quite a lot of my early life scars me from growing up. | was abused when |
was younger. When | think | was three or four my natural dad went to jail for murder. |
don't have any memories of living with him, but | can remember going to prison to see
him. Then | lived with my mum and her boyfriend, _ They weren't

married. My mum was bad with heroin and Glasgow got flooded with it back then.

3. . scd to batter me and my sister and would fling me down the stairs.
Social work got involved. | remember a social worker called Margaret Patterson being
involved with us at some time later on in my life. That’'s as much as | know. I'm waiting
on getting my records from that time in my life. | remember him battering us and him
putting us in cupboards. | was eating spiders because | was starving. I've marks all
down my back and | remember being flung down the stairs. | think I've a birthmark on
my leg and when | was growing up | thought it was a burn. | remember a wee lassie

getting burnt by a kettle and | don’t know if it's me blocking it out. There’s stuff in my
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Involvement with social work

24.  From when | was about twelve or thirteen | had weekly group work with different
challenging kids. We all went there and played with model cars and had a fag and got
something to eat. There wasn’t any individual help. You didn’'t want to talk about your
problems anyway. You were going there because you felt like you were a bad kid. |
didn’t know | had issues. There was nothing else done to try to understand why |
behaved in the way | did. It was always the group work and not any individual work. |
was always sat with the same boys who | hung about with afterwards. The way | saw

it they had normal lives compared to mine.

25. | was at children’s panels quite a lot, there was one every month or something like
that. In the panels everyone was sitting there and judging me. They were telling me
how my life was going to be and it was always in wee sections and wee boxes. I'd be
sitting there telling them I'd do this and that and making agreements and as soon as
the door was open | was off. No one explained anything to me on a one to one basis
to talk about what would happen at the panel. | just went to them with my mum and |

was told my behaviour was terrible and | needed to deal with it. | felt judged.
Leaving adoption

26. | justremember running away a lot. The police were always looking for me. I've always
just wanted my freedom. | ended up going into Dalrymple children’s home. | remember
it being discussed at panels. | thought the children’s home was just a stepping stone

for me to get to my sister.

Dalrymple Place children’s home, Irvine

27. | was twelve or thiteen when | went into Dalrymple Place. That’s in Irvine and close

to where my adoptive mum and dad lived. | was there for about a year and a half.-

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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56.

57.

58.

59.

Leaving Dalrymple Place children’s home

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

60.
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61.
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later . .
62. _ | got put into Kerelaw in 1996. | got that date

63.

64.

65.

66.

from my records. | had to have a tutor in the children’s home until a place came free
at Kerelaw. | had to get a taxi to go and meet him outside of the children’s home. He
didn’t teach me anything formally and he ended up asking me what | wanted to do. |
thought he was quite good because he did help me. | really wanted play guitar and

that's what he let me do and | was interested in that.

| knew | was just waiting for my placement at Kerelaw. | was worried about going
because | knew it had a bad reputation and my behaviour was getting worse as a

result.

Kerelaw residential school, Stevenston, Ayrshire

I'd heard about Kerelaw growing up as it was in one of the next villages.

There were two units with forty girls in each unit and two units for forty boys each.
Everyone was mixed and you could jump about with each other. That was the open
part of Kerelaw. There was Baird unit, Wilson unit, Fleming unit and Millerston where

| was. Fleming and Millerston were the units for boys.

In the unit, there were stairs walking up to the top landing and the top landing had all

the bedrooms. There was a dining area in the middle and a wee lane from both sides
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67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

that led into the two boys’ sections. At meal times everyone from the two sections
would meet in the one dining area. It was the same up at the girls’ units and they'd
meet up in their dining area. When it wasn't locked up we could all just run about and

do what we wanted.

There were maybe seventeen years old in the flats, but mostly the kids were from ten
years old up to seventeen. So from late primary school age and into secondary school

age. There was more secondary school people.

The secure unit was up the back and we used to go up and play them at football. That
was the only contact we had with them. We didn’t really know what anybody was in
there for. | knew there was a few bad people in there. All of us were classed as bad.
We were just the bad kids. We went in their unit and walked in through their wee
sections. Theirs section was more like a prison where the doors locked behind you.

We'd have to go through that section to get to the football park to play.

Millerston unit had mixed staff. Some of the staff were teachers. If they were short of
staff on the unit they would come down to help. You didn’'t know who was in charge
really, except they were all these adults. Some were managers and some weren't. To

me they were all just adults.

Staff that stick in my mind were R Matt George, |\l who |

think was a manager on Millerston. Matt George was the art teacher but he also
covered as staff on my unit and was a key worker. He was too involved with everybody.
There was another ||} ] ] 2"<c 5l om Fleming unit and he used to
punch us for fags and stuff. He was a big gingered-haired guy. The staff laughed and

joked about things. It was the same staff all the time on Millerston and Fleming.

There was a woman who worked on the day unit, Sandra, she was lovely and |
remember when | was stressed and getting into shit I'd go to see her and lay my head
on her lap. She’d stroke my hair and to me it was like soothing. | respected that woman
for that.
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72.

73.

74.

75.

That was the day unit. | was going there from the locked up bit in Millerston and
spending time in the day unit. She’'d phone the staff to say | was there and | was fine.
It was my wee get-away. The day unit where Sandra was, was for people coming into
the school in taxis just for the school day and leaving afterwards. I'd go and sit with
Sandra. If | was stressed | didn't talk to anyone about it and go and sit with her and
she could just tell there was something up with me and | couldn’t tell her because I'd

be a grass.

On Millerston unit my keyworker was alright. He was called |l | feel he
was one of the staff who actually cared and went out of his way. He didn’'t seem to like
what was going on. He couldn’t do anything because there was so many other staff
doing bad things, but he still went out of his way to make sure you were alright. To me
he was the only nice guy. | don’t know if he did anything to anyone else, but to me he

was alright.

Routine at Kerelaw open unit

First day

| remember the first day driving up. | can’t remember who took me but | remember
looking at it and it was like four big sections and all these kids running about. There
was no fence around about where | was, so everybody was running about and doing
their own thing and when you walked up all the eyes were on you. It gave me a bad

feeling.

I went into my own wee room and all the staff were stood there. | got the health and
safety chat and was told about fire doors. Then | was shown to my room. | was praying
that | didn’'t have anyone sharing with me. | didn’'t have many possessions, but
anything | did have | guarded. | just brought my clothes with me and | think that was it.
| probably had some paperwork with me too. | feel I've always had that wherever I've

been. | did get my own room.
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76.

Tl

78.

19,

Mornings and bedtime

If the staff didn’t get us up in the morning they were sending other boys in to get us
up. You had no choice. In the morning you were wakening up crabbit because you
were forced to get up to walk 300 yards to go to school. | didn’'t want to go to school
so it was a battle. The staff sent folk in to roll you up in your mattress and batter you.

If you didn’t get up you’d also getting buckets of water flung over you.

You were waking up to that every morning and you've got to get out of your bed. The
staff would be telling other boys to do it. Everyone was laughing and joking about it,
but you're rolled up in a mattress with folk kicking you. It didn’t just happen to me, it
happened to anyone if they didn’t get out of their bed. It was a ritual. If that had

happened to you, you wouldn’'t want your breakfast as you'd be too angry.
Mealtimes / Food

You'd get breakfast in the communal area. I'd eat with boys from the Fleming unit.
Some staff that belonged on Fleming came to work on our unit. It was a different
atmosphere depending on who was on. The staff on Fleming were just like the ones
on Millerston. | could sit where | wanted to at mealtimes. Most of the time the

atmosphere wasn'’t good and you wouldn’t want to be there for long. You'd eat your

. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
dinner and go

The food was just normal institutional stuff. It was always the cheap stuff. If you didn’t
like what they gave you, you didn’t get any food. | was always getting fruit and taking
it back to my room. There wasn’t anywhere on the unit to make your own meals. There

wasn't any food for snacking between meals.

Washing / bathing
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87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

other schools that came down to play against us. We went up to the secure unit and
played football with them.

| carried on playing football when | was in care and when | was in Kerelaw | had a trial
for |l and went to train with them They scouted me while | was in Kerelaw. |
think one of the staff was a scout.

Personal possessions

You got pocket money to spend on fags and | remember getting my mum to sign a

permission slip for me to smoke from when | was twelve.

Birthdays and Christmas

Secondary Institutions - to be published

I might just get someone saying happy birthday to me,
There was no present or a card from the staff. My pals would say happy

birthday and we’d disappear and go for a drink down by the river and we'd arrange

that before if it was someone’s birthday.

I think one year | went back to my adopted parents’ house for Christmas. Every time |
went back to their house, | lasted two weeks before | ran away again. In Kerelaw at
Christmas it was doom and gloom. It was just a normal day. There might have been a

few bits of tinsel and that was it. There was a Christmas dinner.

Visits / Inspections

My mum and dad came in just for the meetings | would go

and see them on home leave. It didn't last for long, maybe a day or two and | wanted
to go back to Kerelaw. The planning meetings in Kerelaw were all fake. It felt staged.
There'd be Matt George talking to my mum and being all pally with her, but in the
classroom he was totally different. | just wanted out of the place and | wanted them to
say | was doing alright so | could get moved on from there. | went along with

everything.
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103.

104.

105.

106.

Abuse at Kerelaw

They threatened us with the secure unit quite a lot. The staff used to shout to us that
we were a ‘waste of space’ and ‘yous are going nowhere with your life’. If the staff saw
us doing something they didn't like they’'d shout ‘any more like that and you're up in
the secure’ and they’d threaten us we’d get locked up in there. We told them we didn’t

care.

We got an allowance of six fags a day. That was one of their things that if you wanted
an extra fag you'd have to take a punch in the mouth to get it from a big rugby player-
type of guy who'd jab you. My jaw would click when they were doing it and it was
agony. G from Fleming unit did that to me and S known as Sl
and he was a boxer. He had belts from his boxing that he showed us. [wou!d

punch you with all his gold rings on his fingers. The ‘six inch punch’ it was called and

that was for a fag.

Instead of going on a rec trip they would buy us a twenty deck of fags and take us on
a drive in the van. They'd play games like ‘running man’. They'd open the back doors
of the van and you had to run down Stevenston harbour and try to jump into the van.
When you were about to jump in the back they'd slam on the brakes and you'd slam
into the back of the van. We all thought it was fun and games, but folk were getting

injured and thinking they’d broken their arm. The staff were laughing at that and saying

‘you got your fags and you're not happy’. A few of the staff did 1hat,was bad
for that one at the harbour. | think did it too. Everything was made out to

be games even though it was sore and violent. You felt like you had to be part of that

culture.

In the classrooms it was different games with different staff. In the PT hall it would be
Matt George and the PE teacher, with the golf balls and they were the real
balls that they'd fire at you using golf clubs. They'd try and whack you. We were all

running about as if it was dodgeball. They made it a game. | wasn't injured when that
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116.

117

118.

119.

My coping mechanism was to run away. If other boys ridiculed me because Matt
George took me somewhere and people were talking in the unit about it. | was just
going along with whatever | was meant to be doing that day. Because we were already
in Kerelaw he’'d say ‘yous are going nowhere with your life. Yous are already where
we want you.’ | grew up always thinking about what folk thought of me. | kick off if |
feel I'm being belittled or somebody’s making me feel small. My reaction was anger

and violence.

The restraints in Kerelaw involved three or four staff again. Kerelaw was a lot worse.
They were hunting you down to get to you. If you were running away, they’d actually
chase you rather than letting you come back in your own time. They made it into a
game to catch you and drag you back. I'd look out of the windows and see people
getting dragged back. Then they’'d batter you and everyone was shouting ‘leave him
alone’ out of the windows. They’'d whack you over the head with the torches and sweep

your legs away from you.

That happened every day to somebody. You could get restrained if you were running
away or if you weren’t complying with what they were telling you or fighting with
somebody. The way they were restraining was crazy. There was a difference between
restraining someone ‘cause they were in a fight and just not doing what they told you
to do. What they were doing was too much. People’s wrists were getting bent back
and | couldn’t breathe when | was restrained. Matt George could do Jiu Jitsu and he

could choke me and | felt like | couldn’t breathe. That freaked me.

When you'd calmed down staff made a laugh and a joke about it and gave you a fag.

No-one ever talked it through with you.

Even the techy and woodwork teacher used to play ‘high or low’ with cards in the
classes. | can’t remember his name. He might have been called i He was
a bald guy and back then he was in his forties. If you got a red card you'd get a certain
number of times with a ruler on the hand. If you got two tens that were red, you'd get
‘red hard’ and he’d whack you twenty times. He'd tell us to run our hands under the

water and wrap tissues round them and then hide our hands on the way out of the
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120.

121.

122.

123.

classroom. We’d have blisters on our hands. There might be four or five of us playing

the game and he was whacking us with a ruler.

At night time when we were going up to our beds, [l vould stand at the bottom
of the stairs and punch us as we went passed, in the side of the body or the back of
the head. Anywhere on the body, just as long as he made contact. He had all his gold
rings on and it would hurt. | remember boys were winded by him. It happened to me

too.

Reporting of abuse at Kerelaw

My dad phoned me after I'd left home and Kerelaw was in the news and he asked me
if I'd been abused there. They'd had the police in talking about situations many times
in the past. | denied it at the time as sexual abuse hadn’t happened to me. It was
much later on that | realised what happened to me in there was abuse. When | was in
Kerelaw, at the time, it seemed like fun and games. | told my pals when | was growing

up, about all the games at Kerelaw and they knew | was running away for a reason.

Leaving Kerelaw

| got out of Kerelaw in-1999 when | turned sixteen. Nothing was done to prepare

me for leaving and managing life afterwards. | was on a work placement before | left

with_ while | was in Kerelaw. That was the only stepping stone for
employment. I'd told them that was the work | wanted to do.

Life after being in care

At first | went back to my adopted parents and lasted two weeks there. I'd kid on
everything was alright for me to get home and once | got home I'd try for two weeks

and then it'd be back to arguing again and I'd move away.
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148.

149.

150.

151.

who'’s been through it, they understand it a bit more. | think that would have helped
me.

When | left care | could have told them anything to just to get out of that door. They
didn’t care. | was just a number to them. My sister got support and to me that's because
she had a wean, but | didn’t have any kids or anything. | left Kerelaw and they said |
was going back to my mum’s and a plan was meant to be in place. | played along with
it, but in my head | knew | wasn't going to do it. I'd never stayed there for long before
| left care. As soon as | got a chance to go | was away again. | prefer my own company
as then it's just me and my own thoughts instead of other influences because | was

easily led back then,

The social workers could have spoken to me and listened to me more and asked what
was going on and asked how my time was in Kerelaw, rather than just putting their
views down on paper. As far as | was aware | could have been in a mini prison ‘cause

that's what people said Kerelaw was.

Hopes for the Inquiry

Hopefully at some point the law changes and | will be able to get compensation. | feel
as if its unfair just now because | spent time in prison I'm not allowed anything. I'm not
just out for that, I'm out for other people and encouraging them to come forward and
talk. The more folk that get heard the better the case it's going to build for everybody.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

1JB






