Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witnhess Statement of

LuQ

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is_1964.

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

-was my dad. | think he was born in about-or-1928. He was a

long distance truck driver. At times he would be away for five or six days a week
because of his work. I'd only really see him at the weekends. My mother’'s name
was_ She was younger than my dad. I'd say she was born in
about|J Il 1935. She had previously been married to a man whose surname
was- She left him because he was battering her. Although they spent
forty odd years together my mum and my dad never got married. My mother was

alone with my siblings and me a lot because my dad was away with work.

| was born in Edinburgh. The family home at that time was a tenement flat on

—in Leith. It was all slums in Leith back then. | have an older
haf-sister called || | | N ~c< B She is about seven years older

than me. | have an older brother called_ He is about a year and
two months older than me. | have a younger brother called ||| G Ve

all took my mother's first husband’s surname because she never got married to my
dad.















17

18.

19.

told to stay at the table. | remember the mother saying “You bloody well will eat it” to
me from the doorway to the living room. | then grabbed the plate, and anything else
| could get my hands on in the kitchen, and threw it at them. The couple and their
son then retreated before | ran out the back door. | lost the plot and took the first
chance | could to get out of there.

Brief period at home / going to Redhall

| knew the way to get home so | tried to get there. | knew where Princess Street was
and how to get to Leith from there so that's the direction | headed. Two policemen
then caught me at the top of The Bridges. They spotted me walking then took me to

a police box on The High Street. | was then picked up in a car and taken home to

| was only home briefly before | was taken to Redhall. It was no more than a few
days. Whoever was organising where | was to stay had obviously decided that |
wouldn’t be fostered again. | presume it was the social work department who did it.
| was taken in a car. Nobody told me where | was going or why. | don't know who it
was in the car but my mother was there.

Redhall House Children’s Home, Morningside, Edinburgh

| went to Redhall when | was eight in 1972. | was in Redhall quite a while. 1 think |

was there between a few months and about a year and a half. | left for Craigerne on
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| was living a life of trepidation
not knowing where | was going to be thrown next. All of that had an effect on me

and the way | behaved.
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Leaving Redhall

| went straight to Craigerne from Redhall. | didn't go home between the two places.

| have no understanding of why | was moved. | was there one day and then the next
I'm in a car. My mother was in the car with me alongside someone | took to be a
social worker. It was the same sort of thing as when | went to Redhall. | didn’t have
a clue where | was going. The only thing | remember thinking was that it was far

away.

Craigerne, Barnardo’s School, Edderstone Road, Peebles, Scottish Borders

| was ten years old when | went to Craigerne. | arrived on_1974. |
know that because | remember travelling to Peebles|i G ' =t
Craigerne when | was about twelve and a half. That would have been in about 1976.
Craigerne was run by Barnardo’s. It is the only place | went that | liked. | loved it
there. | experienced freedom and realised from day one that it was a place that was

different to anywhere | had been before.

Layout of Craigerne

Craigerne was in the countryside near Peebles. It was on a hill and within in its own
grounds. There were massive fields surrounding the buildings. It was a beautiful

place with views everywhere. You could see Peebles Hydro from the home. There
was a car park and an assault course for the children within the grounds
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| only remember three staff members by name. Peter Norris was in charge of the
place. He has only recently died. He was brilliant and everybody loved him to bits.
He acted like a big father figure to everybody. He was always really chilled and
never shouted at anybody.

was a ho worked there. His residence was in the main

building above the kitchen. [l was a staff member who worked in the building |

was in.
The children at Craigeme

In total there were about fifty boys across both buildings in Craigerne. There were
probably about twelve in the building | was in. They ranged in age from ten up to
about fourteen or fifteen. The older boys stayed in The Reception. They would have

been the boys who were about fourteen or fifteen.

| only knew the background of one boy. He was there because his mother had a
similar background to my mother with the drink. Beyond that all the other boys were
“just there.” | didn’t discover why they were there. | never really asked and nobody
spoke about it. Of the boys that were there | only remember two. —
was from Galashields. _was from either Castlemilk or the Gorbals in
Glasgow.

Routine at Craigerne

First day

When we arrived my mum, the social worker and | went inside The Reception. We
all sat together with Peter Norris in his office. After everybody left | was shown

around and taken to the smaller building where | would be staying. | was shown

where my bed was.
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Staff structure / Staff

There was a headmaster and a deputy headmaster. Below them were the people
who worked in the place. There were both male and female staff members. | only
remember them as “staff members” and couldn’t say their roles beyond that. The

staff didn't live in the place. However, they did work overnight in the office upstairs

when they were on shift. There were a lot of staff but there’s only a few that |

actually remember.

There was a bit of a change in the staff when the place turned into an assessment
centre. Some went and new ones came. The staff lightened up their attitude a bit
when the change happened. There was none of the “you face the wall,” “no talking”
and lining us up nonsense. We weren't there any longer to be seen and not heard.
There was a bit more freedom in the routine and surrounding speaking to the other
children who were there. It was a bit of a culture shift.

Mr [ was the person who was RJfwhen | first went to Howdenhall. Il
_ change was made to turn Howdenhall into an assessment centre.

Mr Mokiernan was ERREE vhen | arriveo I

left. That happened when the place was turned into an assessment centre.
He was a wee Irish man. He was ok.

s was a staff member who was there. He was bald and about five foot six
or seven inches. He was a wee bit overweight. He looked a bit like Telly Savales. |

remember he thought Kojak was great and started wearing a wee gold watch like

im

| only spoke to a few other members of staff. All the staff members | chose to speak
to were alright and were ok with me. Those staff members include Mr{giijand Mr
Lane. Mr Lane has passed away now. Frank was another staff member |

remember. | don’'t remember what his surname was. He worked there with his wife.
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Birthdays / Christmas

They didn’t do anything for birthdays. We had chicken and roast tatties with crackers
on Christmas day and had a wee party. There was a disco in the dining hall at night.

| don’t remember receiving any presents. It didn’t really feel special.
Visits / Inspections / Review of Detention

If you had a visitor the staff would come and shout on you. Visiting time was at 7:00
pm or 8:00 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. It was held in the dining hall and lasted a
couple of hours. My father never visited me during my time in care. | had no contact
with my brothers or sister. | did miss my older brother when | was there. My mum
came to visit me. She came fairly regularly and would stay for about half an hour or
S0.

Looking back, | do wonder whether half the time when she didn’t visit was because
staff at Howdenhall had called her and said it wasn't a good idea for her to visit for
whatever reason. | think that was why she didn’t come as often as she could have.
It wouldn’t surprise me because | threatened on multiple occasions to report staff for
doing what they were doing to me. They knew that | was “fire” and what they were
up to was never going fo be kept quiet for too long if | had contact with people

outside.

| was visited by a social worker called _ He was at

Springwell House in Edinburgh. He stayed in a big white house directly opposite

_. He and his wife looked after about ten children in their

house. | don’'t know whether the children were fostered but there were a lot of them
there. | had zero relationship with- My relationship with him just wasn't a
good one. He only visited if he was taking me to a panel hearing or | was getting
taken to see another place.

| never saw inspections or anything like that. Nobody spoke to me in that way. The

only thing that came close to that were social workers who were in Howdenhall on a
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Running away

| ran away from Howdenhall between five and seven times. | was always trying to
get back to my family. By that time my parents had moved to _in
Gorgie. | was always brought back. The first time | ran away | kicked out the
window in the recreation room. It was a large Georgian window with frosted glass. |
picked my moment, booted it and the whole thing fell to pieces. It just folded when |
kicked it in. | then ran away via the cemetery across the road. | went to stay with a
mate before seeing my mother the following day. She phoned the police as per
usual so | ran away. | stayed with my mate for a couple of further days before | was

caught.

| remember that after the first time | ran away | was returned later on that night after
bedtime. | remember standing outside of Mrs office full of trepidation after
returning. My brain was all over the place. | then went into his office. Inside the
room was Mr and another member of staff. Mrreached into his desk
and brought out a three tonged brown belt. It was about a couple of inches wide and
a foot long. When he brought that out | just thought “nah.” It was the first place I'd
been to, outside of school, where there was a belt used. | wasn’t going to let him

use that. | knew | could fend for myself because | was that big.

Mr and the staff member tried to get me over the desk to give me the belt but
I wasn’t having any of it. | went ballistic and started throwing things around the
office. | ripped one of the legs off of a table and smashed everything up. There was
no getting near me. Mrand the staff member then retreated. | warned them
both that if they put a hand on me | would kill them. The long and short of it was that
it took them about three weeks to get Mr s office back into shape after | took
to it. No staff member ever tried to give me the belt again. | don’t know whether all
discipline was recorded. However, | do know that when Mr kil tried to issue the
belt that time he recorded it in a punishment book in his office. That was the same in

all those places so | am sure he had one too.
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After the incident in the office | was put into the segregation cell upstairs. | was

placed there for two or three days whilst they decided what they were going to do

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

with me.

impression was that the way | responded to the staff was a new one on them.
Nobody spoke back to staff and fought back. When | was taken out of the cell and
returned back with everyone else they placed me in shorts to let every staff member
know | was a runner. That didn’t bother me because | ran away a week later with the
shorts on. | did the bedroom window in and wore bedsheets like a poncho. On

another occasion | kicked out the window in the segregation cell and ran away.

Eventually Mr McKiernan gave me a key to Howdenhall. They'd had enough with
me kicking out windows. He said that if | wanted to go for a walk | just needed to ask
a staff member and they would let me out. He said that | could come back when |
was ready. That's what basically happened from then on. | remember that | left the
place so regularly that | used to walk Mr s cat on a lead and go for his pink
newspaper from the shop at weekends. | would even use the key to let in visitors at
the weekends. Allowing me to do that stopped me running away and causing havoc.

Bed-wetting

| was still bed-wetting. In the mornings | would have to take my wet bed sheets
through to the shower, chuck them in one and | had a shower in another. I'd then
have to wring out the sheets and take them to the laundry down the stairs. | was
then handed clean sheets to make my bed. The staff ended up getting me up a
couple of times throughout the night to take me to the toilet because of the bed-
wetting. That stopped me wetting the bed but it didn’t solve the problem. It still

happened from time to time. It also interrupted my sleep.

All the other boys knew that | wet the bed and 1 used to get the micky taken out of
me. A few of them tried to do that but | soon put a stop to that. Looking back, the
staff were ok about it all. They were quite civil to me about it. They knew that it

wasn't my fault.
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been lippy to him. | can't remember what the staff member's name was but he was a
wee short vicious guy with a moustache. All | remember about him is that he would
bang on about his son being in a_advert. He would make everybody
shut up so that we could watch the advert on the telly when it came on. The staff
member slammed me up against the wall by my throat, slapped me round my face
and punched me in the guts. He told me not to ever speak to him the way | had
again then threw me out the door into the corridor. Ten minutes after the staff
member assaulted me | was outside smashing up his car in the car park. | totalled it
with a metal bar. By the time | did what | did | still had the staff member’s finger

marks on my face.

B /=5 a staff member | didn’t get on with. He was a bully. I'd had dealings
with him where he tried to be physical with me and | had fought back. | had got lippy
in the television room and he shouted at me to get out and up to bed. He hit me in
the back as | went up the stairs. That was the first time he put his hands on me. |
turned on him and pushed him down the stairs. | kicked him in the stomach and
threatened him. | then jumped on him. The staff had to drag me off him. He didn't
like me and | didn't like him.

| never saw him being physical with any of the other boys. However, | think that was
because he would have been wary to do anything in front of me. | remember that |
felt | could talk to him how | wanted. He knew | wasn’t intimidated by him.

One day | was about to get in the shower when | saw watching the boys
showering. | had a gut feeling from the way he was looking at the boys that
something wasn't right. | said to him something like “Hey you, what are you staring
at that guy for? Are you a willy watcher?” He said something like “| am not bloody
well doing that” and | said that | had seen him staring at the boys. He knew from
then on that | knew what he was doing because | had caught him out. He was on his

guard. |didn’t see him doing anything like that again.
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A few years down the line | was watching the evening news and it transpired that
was sexually abusing boys. They showed a picture of him and | knew
straight away it was the same guy. The piece reported that he had been at court and
been prosecuted. It was just the basics of what had happened. | can’t remember

the details. When | saw that | realised that my gut feeling about the man was right.

Reporting of abuse whilst at Howdenhall

After totalling the staff member's car | was taken to speak to Mr McKiernan. 1 told
him what the staff member had done and showed him the finger marks on my face
and his nail marks on my throat. That night my mother was coming up to visit me. |
said to Mr McKiernan that if he told my mother what | had done to the car then |
would tell her what the staff member had done to me. When my mother came in
nothing was said to her by any of the staff.

Visiting time only lasted a couple of hours and was held in the dining hall. When my
mother sat down she pretty much immediately asked me what had happened to the
car in the carpark. | then told her that | had done it. I'd never said to Mr McKiernan
that | wouldn't tell my mother what happened. All | had said was that | didn’t want
him telling her. | couldn’t believe it because just at the moment | told her the staff
member who assaulted me walked into the dining hall and stood by the table where
the visitor's book was kept. | told my mother that | had done it because the staff
member by the table had slapped me in the face and punched me in the guts in the
toilet. | pointed out the staff member to her. | then raised my voice and said
something like “Just ask who else in here who has been whacked by him.” That
caused a bit of a commotion in the dining hall because some of the other boys said

they had been whacked by the staff member too.

After telling my mother, she was on the war path and took it up with Mr McKiernan in
his office. | don’t know what exactly went on there or what was said. | was in the
recreation room when she was speaking with him in his office. | think that the staff

member’'s place was then untenable. He was away shortly after that. | don’t know
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St John Bosco School, Aberdour, Fife

| was in John Bosco's for about three or four months in 1978. It could have been
even less than that. | would been have about fourteen and a half years old. | went
there right at the end of my time at Howdenhall. John Bosco's was a Catholic
institution located near Aberdour in Fife. | was a Protestant albeit my family didn’t
really follow religion. It didn't play a part in the home. | think John Bosco's took me

in as an experiment to see whether | could fit in.

Staff

| don’t remember the names of any of the civilian staff. There is only one | can
describe. He was the only staff member who assaulted me. | have no idea what the
staff member's name was but he was male, had dark greying hair and a seventies
style moustache. He was shorter than me. | think he drove a dark blue Datsun of
some kind. It was kind of a new car. | think he was a staff member rather than a
teacher or a Brother or priest. He didn’t have a dog collar on. He was averagely
dressed in civvies with a key chain rather than wearing the black suit with collar. |

think he wore a VV-neck jumper with a shirt and a tie.

| can only remember two staff members by name from the religious side. Father

‘. was of the place. He was either a Brother or a priest. He was ok.

You wouldn’t think so given the size of him. Father-was an old priest. He
went about in a wheelchair. Fatherand Father-were about the only
ones there that | spoke to. | knew that they weren't any threat to me and | think that
was why | communicated with them. | just ignored the rest of the staff from day one.
| would blank them if they tried to speak to me.
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| remember that | would sometimes walk round to the golf course, collect golf balls
on the beach and sell them all back to the golfers. Every couple of days | would go
and buy cigarettes with the money | got from collecting golf balls. You weren't
allowed to smoke at John Bosco’s but | just sat down wherever and did that. I'd
stop, spark up and that was it. The staff would try and make me put my cigarette out
but | would just respond with “make me.” None of them wanted to come near me.

| didn’t have any visitors during my time at the place. Neither_nor any
other social worker visited me during my time at John Bosco’s. | didn't attend any
children’s hearings. | ran away a couple of times. | got back to Edinburgh on each
occasion. On the first occasion | knew that they would be watching the road bridge
so | waited until it was the middle of the night and walked over the Forth Rail Bridge.
It was really scary when a train went by. | slept in fields along the way. It took me
three days to get to Edinburgh. The second time my brother picked me up in a
stolen car and drove me back. The police caught me on both occasions and took
me back. | was “a bad little shit” in their eyes so they didn’'t ask me anything about
why | had run away. They just wanted to dump me off back at John Bosco’s and that
was it. That was the only involvement they had with me there.

The staff were more than happy to give me weekend leave at John Bosco’s. | think
they just wanted rid of me. I'd jump on a train and go back. My mother was a pure
cow with the drink by that time. | remember occasions where she broke broom
handles over my back and things like that. There was a lot of “failing to return” after
those visits home. | wouldn't return when | should. I'd go away and stay with my
mates instead. | remember that half the time Fatherwould have to drive
about Edinburgh looking for me at the end of my leave.

Abuse at St John Bosco

| always thought it was better to be awake early before the staff came in in all the
places | was at. The first morning | was there | was up early before the cars arrived.
When | heard them arrive | looked out the window. | knew then that it had to be
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getting up time. Ten minutes later | heard staff coming around, turning on lights and
shouting at everyone to get up.

When the staff member came into my dorm he turned on the lights and walked up to
the end of the dorm. He then came back to me and said something. | said
something back. The staff member then grabbed me and shoved me against where
the windows were. | remember that there was a boy next to me who was making his
bed when that happened. The next thing | knew the staff member slapped me right
around my face. He left finger marks. He then told me to get my arse down the
stairs to the dining hall after | had finished making my bed before leaving the dorm.
Looking back, | do wonder whether he slapped me round the face because | was a

Protestant. It did all seem out of the blue.

| turned to the boy next to me and asked whether the staff member did what he did
to me to everybody. The boy said yes and told me that the staff member was “a
pure bastard.” | then looked out the window and saw that the car that the staff
member arrived in was still parked outside. | went straight down the stairs, found a
metal pole at the back of the building then totalled the staff member’s car in the
carpark. | remember that as | did that the staff member was standing in the doorway
with all of his mates watching. Not one of them came near me. After totalling the car
| said to the staff member and his mates that if any one of them put their hands on
me again then | would do the lot of them. | was absolutely raging. Father

then came out and spoke to me before | walked back into the main house.

All the other boys had been at the window watching what | had been doing. When |
walked into the dining hall there was not a peep out of anybody. | walked up, got my
breakfast then sat down at a table. Even though you weren’t supposed to speak |
turned to one of the other boys and asked them what happened after breakfast. A
staff member told me to shut up and | turned to him and asked him whether he was
going to make me shut up. | told him that if | wanted to talk | would talk. | then
asked the boy again what happened after breakfast. After the boy spoke | just
rebelled. | got up, walked out then didn’t come back until dinner time. | spent the
day down at the beach in Aberdour.
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My encounter with the staff member on the first day set the tone at the place. None
of the staff members wanted to come near me after what | did on that first day. I'd
made myself clear and not a single member of staff laid their hands on me. What |
did was enough for them. I'd warned them all what | would do. | did see staff
members being physical with other boys though. The staff that did that were the
ones wearing civilian clothing. | couldn’t name or describe any of them. It was all
the usual sorts of stuff. It was slapping boys around the back of their heads,
dragging them about and shouting and swearing at them. | never saw any of them

going further and fully punching or slapping anybody.

Reporting of abuse whilst at St John Bosco

After totalling the staff member's car Father came out of the house and
asked me what was going on. | pointed out to Father jgdi the staff member who
had assaulted me and told him that he had slapped me around my face. | said that |
thought we should phone my mother. Fathersaid something like “come
come we don’'t want to upset your mother.” | then threw down the pole
that was in my hand and said pointing at the staff member who assaulted me “l don’t

need this for that bastard” then walked straight through to the dining hall.

Leaving St John Bosco and going back to Howdenhall

In 1978, when | was about fourteen and a half years old, Father said that we
were going for a run in his car. | remember that he had a red, mark two, four door
Ford Escort. | jumped into the back and he jumped in the front. When | looked at
the passenger seat | saw my bag with my property and papers in it. | instantly knew
something was wrong and asked Fatherwhere we were going. He told me
to calm down. | then asked him whether he was taking me back to Howdenhall. He
didn’t say that he was and continued to say “Calm down.” That was it for me. | went

mental. All the doors were locked so | turned sideways as soon as we left the gates
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at John Bosco’s and trashed the car. | did that all the way to Howdenhall. The car
was pretty much wrecked by the time we got there. | didn’t touch Father
during the trip but | remember that he was freaking out. The journey hadn’t gone the
way that he thought it would go.

When we arrived at Howdenhall all these staff came out, grabbed hold of me,
dragged me inside and put me into the cell. Father must have let them know
we were coming before he left. | spent the following two or three days in the cell.
They weren’t going to let me loose. | got no exercise, access outside or anything.
They weren’t going to take the chance. They did take me out to have showers and
so on but other than that it was pretty much solitary confinement. | heard boys
moving around but that was about it. | didn’t see anyone else other than the staff
who brought me my meals and took me for showers.

175. -was nowhere to be seen when | arrived. | didn’t see him until a few days

176.

later. That was the first time anyone had made any effort to speak to me about what
was happening. He took me to a room downstairs to speak to me. He told me that |
was going to Geilsland by the end of the week. I'd already heard of Geilsland from
other people during my time in care. | told|J I that if ! got sent there | would
come back to his house and burn it down. | wasn’t going to do it but | made the
threat. A few days later | was being taken away to Geilsland. | was taken to
Geilsland in his Volvo estate with [l and my mother.

Geilsland Residential School, Beith, Ayrshire

| went to Geilsland when | was about fourteen and a half in 1978. | was there until |
was just sixteen on_1980. The Church of Scotland was the
organisation that ran Geilsland. Everything was run as if it was the navy. The whole
regime was like that whether it be what we wore, the way we marched, the way we

were treated or the name of the buildings. | think that all came from the man who
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Layout of Geilsland

Geilsland was set within its own grounds. It had four separate main buildings that
were used for boys staying there. The main building was the original house. That
was located in the middle of the place. The building was nicknamed “The Rook.”
The only extension to that building was a sixties or seventies white prefab recreation
room to the right if you were facing the front of the building. Other than that it was all
original inside. On the ground floor was a dining hall and a television room.
el That's where his office was located. Inside his
office was a large wooden desk with two wing backed maroon leather chairs in front.
He had a big fancy chair on his side of the desk. There were two doors in the office.
One looked out onto the corridor and the other led to another office and the kitchen

beyond. | stayed in The Rook, on and off, for the first few weeks | was at Geilsland.

There was a separate great big building that contained a gym. It was at least four
badminton courts large. They put various shows and events on there at times for the
local community. Those shows only lasted a while during my time at Geilsland.

They ended after | first ran away.

Further along from The Rook was a single story prefab building called “Reception.”
Along from that was another single story prefab building called “The New Vic.” That
was where the classrooms were located. Opposite The New Vic was an up and
down store which was covered in white harling. That was why it was called “The
White House.” When | moved to stay in The White House | stayed there for the rest
of my time in Geilsland. The White House had a dorm with sixteen beds in it that
were partitioned floor to ceiling from one another in groups of four. There were no
fronts to the partitions so it did feel like one big dorm. Also inside The White House
was Geilsland’s only segregation cell. There were two or three civilian staff attached
to that building.

There was a small chapel in the grounds whichhad built. ltwasn'ta

great big thing. It wouldn't fit the whole school. You could only fit one group inside it

50



at a time. There were some sheds where the workshops were located. Along from
that was a tarmacked lane. That area was used for when we did our marching.

Staff structure / staff

181. There was one person in charge of the whole place. Below him there were two
deputies. Both of them were ok. Below them were all the other staff members
including the matron and the teachers and instructors who taught in each of the
departments. There are very few staff members that | remember by name or can

describe because | tried, when | could, not to speak or deal with them.

122, R was EAEH e though he was 2

navy man. He thought that even though he only did two years at a naval teaching
college. He never put a foot on a boat in his whole time in the navy. Popeye was
probably a better sailor than him.

183. B s wife worked as [Jifin Geilsland. She wasn't a|jjjjjiifioure

you could speak to. She was a cow and as bad as her husband. She wasn’t shy

about sending boys to her husband for the belt. She used him as a threat.
The children at Geilsland

184. There were probably about sixty or seventy boys all in in the place. They were sort
of distributed between the houses. | think the White Horse might have had a few
more boys staying in it. The age range was from about fourteen up until seventeen

oreightcen. | remember NN o o NN = N o< =

Geilsland at the same time as me.
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Routine at Geilsland

First day / earliest memories

| went into Geilstand with [l and my mother. We met together with [l
in his big posh office and had a cup of tea. He was sitting behind his big

leather bound desk. | remember that was all “nicey nicey” in front of
my mother and_ I'd already heard from other people who had been to
Geilsland what e was like so | found that unusual. | thought to myself

“I've seen your type before.” He then arranged for one of the boys to give me a tour.
The tour was all the usual sort of thing. When | got back to the office from the tour
my mother and-were gone. | thought | was going to have the opportunity

to say goodbye to my mother but | didn’t. | then met withon my own in
his office.
After meeting withl went away and was issued with all of my kit. |

remember that | had to sew all these daft wee labels with my initials on them into my
clothes. It was in all the shirts and t-shirts and everything. When you first went to
Geilsland you spent the first two weeks in the reception house which doubled up as
-l /o' those two weeks you were either allocated to that
house, the New Vic or The White House. If you were unlucky you would be stuck in

the same house with him.
Chores / work

It was the same as Howdenhall when it came to chores. We had to make our beds
into a bed block each morning and they were inspected afterwards. If it was not
done properly you had to do it again. | was given a lot of crappy jobs to do as

punishment. | would do things like raking the school driveway.

The town of Beith and i used the boys basically as scab labour. That
happened all of the time throughout all of the departments. Whole squads of boys

were sent out to paint houses, mend things and do other things in the village and
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further afield. Most of it was around Beith. | remember doing that myself. | would
be painting away in this big posh three or four bedroom bungalow with a brand new
nice car in their drive thinking that it wasn’t as if the owners were short of a bob or
two.

We didn’t receive a penny for doing those jobs. Looking back, | don't think
had us doing those things for nothing. He must have been on the take.
Money must have changed hands somewhere. | can’t imagine he organised all of
that for nothing. | also think that it was all part of [l tvino to keep good
relations with the people in Beith at that time.

Before you left Geilsland they took you out in groups of two or three to go around
workplaces. You would see what the place was like and you would ask whether they
had any jobs. If you didn’t organise a job through that then Geilsland sorted you out
for a job for when you left.

Clothing / uniform

What we wore was like a uniform. It was all navy gear. We wore shirts with razor
creases in them, navy blue trousers, boots and white gaters the same as what you
got in the navy. At night we wore a night shirt with a three buttoned grandad collar.
You were issued with a suit, shirt and tie. They couldn’t have found a worse quality
suit if they tried. You would spend a lot of you spare time washing and ironing your
kit. Every week you had to lay out all of your kit for an inspection. You were marked
on how well it was kept.

Possessions / pocket money
| had nothing beyond a watch in terms of possessions. | briefly received pocket
money during my time at Geilsland. You got that for working in your department. It

wasn't a great deal of money. It was either £3 or £4 a week. That came to an end
because | quickly got fined for all of the damage | was causing.
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School

There were various departments in the school where you could learn trades.
Nobody asked me what | wanted to do. | was just allocated to various departments.
| remember you could learn to be a plumber, painter and decorator, electrician,
bricklayer, gardener, engineer, mechanic and so on. My name would be put on the
calendar to attend all of these classes by the staff there. | lasted less than five
minutes in nearly all of the classes | was made to attend in each of the departments.
Sometimes | lasted an hour and other times | lasted three or four days. | went
through all of the departments until | was moved to the engineering department. |
was there for six months until | left Geilsland. | quite liked that because | got to do

grinding and welding and so on. The instructor was a nice wee guy.

| basically caused mayhem and destruction in every department | went to. |
remember | wrecked a photocopier and a cement mixer in two of the departments
after staff tried to make me do things. Looking back, | rattled all of the people that
were in charge of each of the departments and classes. | was too disruptive and
they just didn't want me to return. The teachers would try to make me do things, tell
me to shut up and | would rebel. All my experiences of attending classes ended up
with me receiving six of the best with the belt fromor_
After that | would end up sitting around somewhere until they decided
what to do with me next.

Leisure time / activities

You got leisure time after you had your tea. Inside the dining hall was a pool table,
jigsaws, draughts and things like that. Over the other side of a foyer kind of thing
was a television room. There was also a coffee table next to the staff office where
you could pick up magazines. ||| SN Bl " 2 boating club
where boys fixed up an old boat as a project. The only reason | joined the club was
because | wanted a map to find out where | was. | managed to get a map with a

coastline and a compass. That was enough for me.
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We did marching at Geilsland. We had to march up to be counted three times a day
every day up where the tarmacked area was near the sheds. That happened after
breakfast, before and after dinner and after tea. Everybody would go up there and
stand in our three groups. We would line up in our groups tallest down to shortest.
They would then do a navy style “check off.” It was basically a register to see if
everybody was there. At weekends they held marching competitions between the
three groups.

EED used to set up a boxing ring within Geilsland. He used that as an
excuse to pit boys against each other. On one occasion he put me up against a boy
who was a lot bigger than me. | knew at the time that the boy had been picked on
purpose by He was setting me up. As it turned out | managed to overcome
the boy during the fight. | then turned toand challenged him to get into the
ring too. | did that to publicly humiliate him in front of the other boys who were there.
didn’t respond and, instead, chose to run away.

There was an assault course at Geilsland which everyone was forced to go through
at times. | remember that when | did it there was a tunnel that involved you going
underground and underwater. You had to crawl down low and hold your breath to
get to the other side.

Religious instruction

Although the place was owned by The Church of Scotland there wasn'’t really a
religious element there. Initially we all walked in our suits carrying a wee book down
to the church in Beith on Sundays. We looked like a load of demobs. | remember
that would give us all 50p each to put in the tin when it came around.
After the service we would all have to march back up to the school.

The trips to Beith to attend church on Sundays stopped at the start of my time there.
They didn't resume during my time there. We attended a chapel that
had built within the grounds instead. They had to hold three separate services

because the chapel didn't fit all the boys in the school at once. Either
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or the minister from Beith would take the services. We'd sing a few songs and that

was it really.
Trips / holidays

There were occasions where we were taken out to go places. | remember being
taken out to go charity collecting in Paisley on two occasions. We sometimes would
take the boat we did up out to Largs and sail it to Millport. | got my first coxswain
certificate so | could skipper it.

Leave home

If, following the weekly kit inspection you got above 97% three weeks on the trot you
got weekend leave. If you didn’t get that you weren’t allowed any leave. | didn't get
weekend leave very often. | think | only received two or three weekend leaves over
the whole time | was there. When | did get leave | went home to my mother and
father’s house. By that time | didn’t really want to be going back to my family home.
| remember my older brother would drive me back with my mother.

Visits / Inspections / Review of Detention

| didn’t have any visitors whilst | was there. | don’'t know whether there was or wasn't
a visitors day. Periodically at weekendswould turn the dining room
into a conference room. We'd be broken up into groups of six or seven and made to
sit with various people who came in from the outside. The people in attendance
were various business men from Beith or the minister. | would be stuck with the
minister. | think they were there to talk about the outside and to discuss their

knowledge.

| did see people walking around Geilsland inspecting the place. We saw these guys
in the suits walking around all of the time. However they could have been anybody.
They could have just been being shown around the things thatwanted
to show them. He would have kept everything under control. None of them ever
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came up to me and said anything like “how do they treat you here?” or “do they
assault, batter or hit you?” Not one person spoke to me.

Nobody checked in with me to tell me what was going in terms of me being there.
The only time anyone let you know anything like that was when you were leaving. |
didn’t attend any children’s hearings during my time in Geilsland.

Letter writing

Everybody had to write a letter once a week in the dining room for half an hour. |
used to write a letter to my mother. Once you finished writing you handed your
envelope to the staff to post the letter for you. | was perfectly frank in all of my letters
about what was going on at Geilsland. When | got out | asked my mother whether
she had received any letters. She told me she hadn't received a single one. |

suspect they were being read and binned by the staff before they could get posted.

Healthcare

If you were poorly you went to see the matron who was_ | had

either chicken pox, mumps or measles after about three weeks of being there. A
whole load of us came down with it. We were all isolated off into The Rook. There
were four or five of us in the dorm. | remember the light giving me splitting
headaches. They had to keep the curtains shut.

Running away
| ran away from Geilsland on at least three occasions. On two of the occasions | ran
away with a boy called_ and on another | ran away with a boy called

- Each time | came back | was placed in the segregation cell in The White
House. | was each time interviewed and given the belt by [l NENENEIN

Bed-wetting
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| very occasionally wet my bed. It had calmed down a lot by the age | was at
Geilsland. | would just grab the sheets and throw them into the shower. | would
then get new sheets. There were no issues and nobody ever said anything about it.
| didn’t get any grief. It wouldn’t have been worth their while to do so. | wouldn’t
have let it drop if any of the other boys or the staff had said anything.

Abuse at Geilsland

| knew right away when | walked into Geilsland that the children that were there were
running around terrified. There was an atmosphere. | think all the staff knew what
was going on. Some of the staff at Geilsland were actually ok. However, |
remember thinking that even they were intimidated by They were all
“yes sir, no sir” and jumping whenever he asked them to do anything. You could
sense that there was something going on between them and him.

unnamed SN Gei's'and

| got the belt a couple of times from but that was all. | don’t remember
s names. Looking back, | thought that_were ok.
When they gave the belt it was the recognised way of three strokes on each hand. |
know | received the belt from and R more times than any
other boy because told me one time that he felt there was no
point giving me it because of that. He told me he could see that from all the entries
in the book that they had to mark up each time it was given. It was a big book and it
was always filled in. | remember and ShE always sitting down
immediately after they gave the belt, getting the book and writing in it.

| was aware of |xad before | met him. | had heard about him from other

people who were in care. He had a reputation. He was_
_. | remember that everybody was terrified of going there.
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_had a real reputation when he was there. Then as soon as
gets- place everybody starts being terrified of going to Geilsland. It
gained the reputation of being the strictest List D School in Scotland. It was the

same person involved in both places. People were terrified of him not the places.
Looking back, | think he liked the reputation he had. | could see from the way he
behaved that he liked people to fear him and be terrified of him.

| don’t think that Howdenhall gavethe full script on what | was like
before they sent me to Geilsland. They can't have done. =l mustn’t have seen
the folder on what | had done the previous two years because the way he acted
towards me seemed as if he wasn’t aware of the way | responded to things. | don’t
think there is any way he would have taken me on if he had seen my folder when
they were talking about moving me to Geilsland.

On the first day | arrived | was given a tour before being returned to RS
office. When | got there my mother and [ijrad gore. E0 R
standing in his office alone. The first thing he said to me was “what do you think of
Geilsland " | told him that | didn’t like it. As soon as | said that he came
towards me, grabbed me and bounced me off an interconnecting office door. He
then said “you will fucking like it" looking up at me. | looked away and he proceeded
to bang me back and forth off the door before asking me to look at him. When |
looked at him | looked at him with a look of pure hatred. | think that in that moment
he didn’t see what he usually saw which was fear. I'd had two years of people like
him so he didn’t intimidate me. He just didn’t have a clue what he had in his hands.

He didn’t know that | would wait my moment to get him back.

On the fourth night | was cleaning my boots in the boot room in s

house whilst all the other boys were in recreation. A boy called_
who was from Edinburgh and | called Jjjjj walked into the room to clean his boots

too. The next thing was | was lacing up my boots. -asked me what | was

doing. |told him that | was leaving and not staying there. | asked him whether he
wanted to come with me and he said yes. We both then got dressed, charged out
the back door and ran over the fields towards Beith. We were gone.
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216. We were in Beith by the time they realised we had run away. | saw them all out in
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218.

their cars driving about looking for us. That was at about 8:30 pm or 8:45 pm. It was
dark. We hid in sheds and other places. | knew that we would have to sit tight until
they got fed up looking for us. That went on until about 4:30 am. We ran riot all
night. At one point we broke into the church and Sunday school. We just wanted to
get in off the street. | was looking for food and some money for a bus fare. We
didn’t wreck or trash the place. All we ended up taking were a couple of biscuits and
a cup of tea. | even washed the cup after | finished. Later on we stole the
undertaker's van. There was a load of other stuff that we did in one night. We then
decided it was time to leave Beith. | stole an eighteen tonne truck and drove it to
Edinburgh. | knew how to drive a truck because | had been shown how to by my
dad.

When we got back to Edinburgh we dumped the truck in Dalkeith and went to
-s mother’s house. That's when the police turned up out of the blue. She
didn’t phone them or anything like that. When they arrived they said that they were
looking for | s brother not us. Unfortunately, they'd already heard the wire to be
looking out for us too. There was no way we could escape.

We were arrested then charged at Niddrie police station. We were charged with
absconding. The police weren't initially aware of all the damage and destruction we
had caused in Beith. When they discovered that they charged us for those things
too. After a while we were told "Mris on his way through for you” by one of
the policemen. [l Was the last person | wanted to see at that point. After
hearing that | said to [Jffthat | was going to assautt [l and escare
whilst we were on the motorway. -was freaking when | said that because he
thought we would crash. |didn’t care. That's how much | didn’t want to go back.
During the car journey back withl was so tempted to boot him in the
side of his head but | didn’t. | think that if it wasn't for-l would have done it in
a heartbeat.
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219. When we got into Geilsland took us both into his office and grilled us
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about where we had been and what we had done. That lasted for about an hour and
a half. 1told him everything and admitted to everything. | said we’'d broken into the
church, broken into the Sunday school, we’d stolen the undertaker’s van, and we’d
stolen the truck and a load of other stuff. just sat there. | could see he
was raging. It made me feel good that | was annoying him. | didn’t know that night
quite how big the repercussions were going to be for what we did that night but | was
pleased that | had at least got to him.

i then put the two of us into the cell in the White House. By that time it
would have been at about 8:00 pm. Someone eventually came to take us for a
shower. After the shower we got changed into a t-shirt, PT shorts and a pair of
slippers before we were both thrown back into the cell. At about 1:30 am | heard feet

coming along the landing. | said “Here we go|l to| | I v2s scared

but | just wondered who was going to get taken first. A staff member took us out of

the cell and made us stand either side of the door to s office.

shouted me in first and | thought “Here we go.”

| stood in front of his desk and he stood behind his desk with his hands on it. Sitting
to the side in a chair was a member of staff. | don’t remember his name.
spoke for ages. He had a totally different attitude to what he had earlier on.
He was far more vicious. When he was finished he asked the staff member to get
him a cup of tea. The staff member then trotted out of the connecting office door and
through to the kitchen in the back. The next thing was that was saying
“You little bastard”, coming round his desk and slamming me off the wall. | had nail
marks on my throat. He punched me in my guts, booted me, slapped me and
slammed me off the wall again. All that went on for a few minutes. He was raging. |
remember | could smell the drink off of him. | think he was half pissed.

After assaulted me he walked back round to his desk and pulled a belt
out from a drawer. It was a big thick brown belt with three tongs. It was similar to
the one Mrtried to use on me in Howdenhall. What made it different was
that it was attached at one end through a hole to a six inch nail with the point
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chopped off. then proceeded to give me six of the best with the belt
from the small of my back down to the middle of my legs. | didn’'t see it as that
though. He held the nail in his hand as he hit me. It wasn’t the way that he should
have been holding the belt. To me it was more of a thrashing than corporal
punishment. | was still in my shorts and it did make a mess of me. It hurt. | was

then thrown out of the office by -then went into the office. |
could heartalking and-being slapped and hit by him from the

other side of the door. After [N s finished with [ we were both put
back into the cell together.

The next day-was taken out of the cell and | was left in there on my own. |
was left there for between a week and a week and a half. Over that time
kept sending up-to see me. She wanted to put cream on all of his
handiwork. | told her each time to shove the cream up her arse and that
Sl /=5 2 bully. She would say that he wasn’t and | would show her the marks
he left following the assault. | told her to tell (] what | said to her too.

They only thought about letting me out after the bruising had subsided a bit. |

remember that [Sax opened the cell door, put down a bowl of porridge and
said “what am | going to do with you" | was sitting with my feet up on the

mattress in there. | told him to send me to Longriggend because | wanted to be
away from him. He then said something like “Come, come, we have got off on the
wrong foot” and all that kind of nonsense. | wasn’t going to accept that. This was a
man who had left nail marks on my neck, punched me, slapped me, thrashed me

and thrown me against walls. That was it as far as | was concerned.

A couple of days later | was moved into the Reception with everybody else. | was
only there for a few days before they transferred me to the White House. After that
there were repercussions from the night we had run away. We ended up having to
appear in Edinburgh Sheriff Court. That was about three or four weeks after | first
arrived at Geilsland. It would have been in 1978. We had to answer all the charges.
It was things like driving the truck and car with no licence or insurance, all the

damage we did in Beith, theft from the church and Sunday school and so on. It was
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all heard together. We didn’t have a solicitor and | don’t remember being offered
one. appeared to plead our case. He got up and spoke to the judge
himself. | didn’t ask him to do that for me. | didn’t want a single thing from him.
_also made an appearance at court. | don’t think anyone else appeared.
| plead guilty to everything so there wasn't really a trial. | admitted to doing
everything.

226. The Sheriff couldn’t lock me up because | was already locked up. | didn't really care
what anybody said or did at that point. As far as | was concerned things couldn’t get
any worse. The outcome of the hearing was that | was disqualified from driving and
taken back to Geilsland. Looking back, that was probably the worst thing the Sheriff
could have done because | was sent back to stay withrather than
being moved on to another place.

227. detested me after the incident when | ran away into Beith and what |
did. The aftershock of that was the minister from the church in Beith came up to the
school to say that feelings were running high in the village and he thought it was best
if nobody from Geilsland attended the church for a while. The locals were all baying
for blood, up in arms and wanted the place shut down because of what | did. The
community essentially excommunicated themselves from the school because of
what happened.

228. | received the belt on multiple occasions over my time at Geilsland from
The reasons | received the belt ranged from being abusive to staff to
breaking the photocopier machine. | received it for a whole bunch of things. He
gave me it for any excuse. When he first gave me the belt he had me bent over a
maroon burgundy coloured leather wingback chair in his office and hit me between
my lower back and the back of my knees. He used the nail each time so he could hit
harder. That was different to the other staff who would give it to your hands and not
using a nail for leverage. Looking back, where he hit me was deliberate. No one
misses the mark as much asdid. It was a thrashing more than
corporal punishment.
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There was an occasion when | refused to c_all"sir“ in the dorm | was in.
He slammed me against the wall when | refused again and slapped me across my
face. | used the line | used on all of them “My father’s a better man than you and |
don’t call him that.” | continued to call him Mrinstead. | always left a gap
between the “Mr” and the ‘R

About three or five months into my time at Geilsland we were out in Paisley
collecting for a muscular dystrophy charity. Before we started said that
anyone who collected £60 would get weekend leave. He asked me whether he
could trust me and | told him that | wouldn’t run away. After the day’s collecting |
was between 7p and 11p short of the £60 target. | discovered that when [l
read out what everybody had achieved in the foyer of The Rook. 1 said |
would make up the money from my own pocket but [l refused to let me
do that. In that moment | thought “Fuck you, I'm away next weekend.” It was pure
badness fromto have done that. He was just being rotten. It was
because of that that | felt it was ‘game on.’

The second week we were out in Paisley we were collecting for youth clubs in
Strathclyde. It was a Sunday. | ran away with the charity can with a boy called-
-who was from Castlemilk in Glasgow. We ran away from the bus station after
busting the can open in the toilets there. We jumped on a bus to Edinburgh and
changed there to get on a bus to Peebles. When we got to Peebles we found a
brand new Austin Allegra sitting outside a church. We took that and drove it around
for three or four days. We slept in the car and used the money from the charity can
to buy food. | then visited my mother's. She in turn phoned the police and they took
us back to Geilsland. | was charged and prosecuted for the theft of the car,

however, | wasn't for the charity box.

When we arrived back to Geilsland | was thrown into the cell. Being the creature of
habit he was | knew [N would try and do the same thing he did after the
first time | ran away. At about 1:00 am or 1:30 am | heard him coming to the cell.
He made me stand outside of his office before shouting me in. | walked in and

stopped at the line in front of his desk. There was another staff member in the room.
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This time | was ready and had formed a plan. After shouting at me for five minutes
asked the staff member to leave to get him a cup of tea.

After the staff member left the room [ 90t UP. opened the drawer in his
desk and took out the belt. In the time it took for him to do that | took one step to my
right and grabbed two trophies off of the marble fireplace that was in his office. | said
to him to come to me and | would kill him if he did. He stood there frozen to the desk
with the belt in his hand. The staff member, who must have heard me, then came
running back into the room. | went mental at both of them for about two minutes.
Everybody in the building must have heard me. | then threw down the trophies and
said to &y that | didn’t need them for him. He told the staff member to
take me away. | was then placed back in the cell. As far as | was concerned | had
drawn a line in the sand and that was it. I'd made it crystal clear that if anyone was
to put a hand on me | would retaliate in response.

Whenever gave me the belt after that it was always over the hands. |
held out my hands each time to make him aware that that was all he was getting. He
would hit me three times on each hand. | could see that he was trying to hit me as
hard as he could. | wouldn’t give him a peep and say “is that us done?” when he
finished. | would then say “thank you” and walk out. | wouldn’t give him one second

of satisfaction.

The third and final time | ran away | was seen escaping with-

got on the tannoy and told the whole school that whoever got me would get a week’s
leave. It was dusk time and | remember running across fields, looking back and
seeing all the people like wee ants climbing over a fence to get me. Half the school
was behind us in this field. They didn’t catch us though and we got away. | was
away for three or four days. | was limited in what | could do because | had no
money. | was also limited as to the people | could go to. There was no one | could
trust. My mother would just call the police. | went to my friend’s house in Gorgie and
stayed with him. The police eventually caught me. | went back to my mother’s and
they got me there. When | returned to Geilsland it was exactly the same.
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put me in the cell and gave me the belt later on. | was watched like a hawk
after that by all the staff.

| remember that [l wou'd sometimes sit with us in the dining hall whilst
we were having a cigarette or something. He’'d bang on about how his drunken
mother used to batter him when he did things. | couldn’t understand why he was
admitting that and so negative about it because that was the way he was with us.
Looking back, he could have been drunk when he was telling us those things in the
dining hall. He did like a drink. You could smell it on him when he was in your face.
G <!ing us those stories left me thinking that he wanted me to conform
to his ways which would result in me thinking it was ok to go around battering people
when they did something wrong. That was the only lesson he was teaching and it
wasn't the way that | had been brought up.

Reporting of abuse whilst at Geilsland
Boys threatening to report staff and subsequent segregation

After about a week of being at Geilsland it was clear to the staff that | wasn't going to
speak to them. |EE il ca''ed me into his office and tried to be all “nicey nicey”
with me. He asked me why | wasn’t speaking to anybody and whether | was
depressed. | said no and told him the reason that | wasn’t speaking to anybody was
because | hated them and | didn’t have to talk to anybody. | told him that the sooner
| was out of Geilsland the better. | was then paired off with a female member of staff.
For some reason they thought that | would take to baking cakes on a one to one
basis. |told the female staff member that she could bake cakes but | didn’t want
anything to do with it. | then shut down. That went on for three or four days.

After that | was segregated from everybody else. It was called being sent on a
“special squad” and was supervised by a member of staff. The only other boys who
were there were those who had been sent there on report and told to run around for

an hour and a half. | wasn't allowed to eat, wash or do anything with the other boys
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in the evenings. | ate and washed after they were all finished. Outside of that | was
sent to the gym on my own every night Monday through to Friday. | would sit about,
do exercise or lift weights. There was a PT instructor there who taught me how to do
circuit training. | was getting stronger and fitter because of that. In a way

was making his own monster by sending me to the gym.

| knew that the reason | was segregated wasn’t really connected to me not speaking
to the staff. We all knew and other staff were dragging boys around
and slapping them. We all talked amongst ourselves about what the staff were
doing. We all heard from one another that these things were happening. It was just
we weren't seeing them happening to one another. The reason
segregated me was because | was pointing out to boys that the staff members were
assaulting them and telling them to phone the police whenever | heard of things that
were happening. took exception to me telling boys to do that. |
remember him describing what | was saying to the other boys as “mutinous talk.”
Looking back, this must have been the first time that the staff had been threatened
with being reported to the police and wanted to control that.

| knew that speaking to the boys about the possibility of reporting staff members to
the police was working because about two weeks after being segregated another
boy joined me in the gym. He’d been unruly, a staff member had responded and a
threat was made by the boy to report the staff member to the police. After about
three or four weeks there were about twelve or fourteen boys sitting segregated in
the gym. | heard that those boys were doing the same sort of thing when staff
members approached them or came close to assaulting them. Staff were saying “|
didn’t bloody well assault you" then another boy would stand up and say “Aye but
you did me last week.” That's the thing that was starting to happen all over the
place. The boys were getting a backbone for themselves.

The segregation lasted for about three months. It was after the segregation period

that | started going regularly to the engineering department. The segregation didn’t
work because boys still threatened to report staff. | saw that particularly in The
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White House. The staff just couldn’t handle that. | think that was what lead to
ultimately deciding to get me out of the place.

Qutside visitors

| discussed the abuse | was suffering one of the weekends when outside people
came to meet us in groups in the dining hall. | remember that | was with the minister
in one of the groups. He said that he noticed that my name featured quite a lot in the
punishment book. | told him that | didn’t know why that was and that he would need
to ask “the bully that_". referring to because he was
the one who put things into the book. | asked the minster why he was asking me
about that when | didn’t even like him. |then told him that | didn’t want to be in
Geilsland and that | didn’t want to speak to him. | didn’t want to speak to him
because his wages were paid by the Church of Scotland who were the same people
who looked after Geilsland. He was in the same position as jgad The
minister must have told a member of staff because | was then pulled out of those
weekend meetings with outside people. | was made to sit elsewhere on my own
instead. Looking back, | think those meetings were just a way of the school putting
out feelers. Everything we said to those that we met was sent straight back to the

school.

Leaving Geilsland

| left Geilsland on_1980. | know that because it was the day before my
sixteenth birthday. It was the first legal daycould get me out of the
place. There was no chance that he was going to keep me at Geilsland until | was

seventeen or eighteen like everybody else.

The only way you found out whether you were leaving was through the intercom. An
announcement would be made by [l saying ‘the following people should
get ready for terminal leave...” When my name came out | didn't believe it. | just

stayed sitting watching the television. A staff member then came over to me and
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asked me whether | was getting my kit together. | told him that | wasn’t falling for it.
| thought it was just a way to get me to take all my kit to The Rook for
to inspect it. I'd seen that done before. If you didn’t manage to do that within fifteen
minutes then you didn’t get your leave. It was all used to hoax boys. | told the staff
member because of this, | wasn’t going to do it. The staff member then went to the
telephone, phoned the office and came back to say to me that | really was leaving.
He told me that it wasn’t a wind up.

| then went to get my kit and threw it all on the floor outside ofs office.
You were supposed to neatly lay it all out on a blanket but | didn’'t bother doing that.
I -2 out and inspected my kit then we went into his office for a chat.
He told me that he had never had to work as hard for his money as he had done with
me. | was quite pleased when he said that. He then offered me a Church of
Scotland tie. | told him that if | took it I'd probably end up strangling him with it and
told him that | just wanted to leave. | was then given a wee grant to get a bus then a
train back home to my parent’s place in Edinburgh.

Life after leaving Geilsland prior to going to HMP Edinburgh

| started a job the day after leaving Geilsland. Geilsland had organised a job for me
at |~ Newhaven. My job was hanging up the fish to be smoked
after they had been dyed and gutted by the machine. It was stinking and you ended
up with dyed yellow orangey hands. There | was only one day after being in
Geilsland standing around 7:30 am surrounded by smelly kippers and idiots. | only
lasted a week in the job. Some of the people | was working with thought it would be
funny to put big handfuls of fish guts in my wellies. | stuck my foot in and thought
“We're doing this are we?” | grabbed the hose and banged it into my wellies. | then
got two carrier bags, stuck them on my feet then stuck them in my wellies. There
was a wee boy laughing at me whilst that was happening.

When it came lunchtime we all went into the canteen area. | decided to sit down at
the foreman’s table. It was the table where all the people who had worked there a
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| think me reacting the way | did stopped my experiences impacting me the way it
could have. If I'd put up with the way the staff behaved and been a victim then
maybe there would have been more of an impact. | couldn't understand those
children who were like that back then. | remember them looking terrified. Looking
back, | think that if | hadn't done what | did in care then | would be sitting here now
thinking it was all bad.

Treatment and support

I haven't had any counselling or anything like that about my time in care. It's not
something that | have spoken to my GP about.

Reporting of abuse after leaving care

In March or April 2014 | heard that Geilsland had re-opened as a place for screwed
up teenagers. | wondered whether the place would still have contact with

| then looked at Geilsland’s website. By sheer chance | saw that [GRll
was still alive. I'd previously heard through the grapevine that he had died of
a heart attack. After discovering that, | decided to post something on Geilsland’s
website about my time there. | sent it to the new head man at the school. | said in
the post that | was going to come after them through the legal system. | didn't rant or
rave. It was three or four points regarding incidents. | said that I'd tracked down
other people who had been there on social media. That wasn’t true but | said that
anyway. My hope was thatwouid read what | said. | wanted to put the
wind up him and let him know that | hadn't forgot.

What | said must have worked because the next night The Church of Scotland sent
round the police to take a statement from me. They arrived at my door at evening
time. |told the police to get knotted. | wanted to say what | wanted to say when |
was ready to. Unfortunately, in the end | didn't manage to do anything because
popped his clogs on me before | could do anything. That was about
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six months after | posted something on the website. | felt robbed that | wouldn’t get

the chance to see sitting in a dock.

About three years ago a policewoman sent me a letter saying that they were aware
I'd been to John Bosco’s, that they were making enquiries and requesting | made
contact with them. The policewoman’s name was Susan and she was a PC. |
phoned her back and left a message. Following that call she never got back in touch
with me again. | never did learn exactly what they wanted to speak to me about.
That was the end of that. Looking back, it couldn’t have been that serious if she
didn’t get back in touch with me.

Visiting care establishments in adult life

| was tempted to re-visit Geilsland but after hearing [l ¢ died of a heart
attack | chose not to. | visited Craigerne again in the early nineties. | had a wee
walk around the grounds. Most of the land had been sold off and turned into
housing. The main house was still there. | could remember where everything was.
My feelings were a bit mixed when | was there. Lots of things had gone but |

remembered happy times too when | was there.

| visited Peter Norris’s house in Peebles in about 1990. When | chapped the door
his wife answered. | asked whether Peter was about and she told me that he had
passed away a couple of years previously. It wasn't until relatively recently that |
discovered, following some research, that Peter Norris had died a year before | did
my research. | don't know what ever possessed his wife to say that when | visited.
All | wanted to do was thank Peter Norris for what he had done for me when | was at
Craigerne. | wanted to tell him that he had been a decent guy with me when | was
there. It annoyed me that | didn’t get that opportunity because of what his wife had
said when | visited.

77












285.

286.

287.

288.

Hopes for the Inquiry

Pretty early on during my time in care | realised that | was on my own and there was
no one there to back me up. That’s what resulted in me guarding my own cornerr ——
and not allowing anyone else into it. | wouldn't let the staff into my head or into my
space. That’s just the way it went. | don’t want to hide from letting people know

about the things that happened during my time in care. In a way | am not bothered
what they did to me because | gave them a life of hell back. | am happy to admit

that. If they weren't doing what they were doing to me then | wouldn’t have been

doing what | did to them.

| thought that if | spoke to the Inquiry then at least | can, in a way, prevent the people

who were supposed to be looking after me, in particular getting away
with what they did. | don't wants memoirs to be the last thing said.
_it was clear that people were leaving a few things out. |
want an honest picture painted of Not his memoirs or any other
nonsense about him. He was a bastard and | want that shown. He was a brutal
animal who ruled by fear. He assaulted people whenever he wanted and thought he
was beyond the law. | don’t want it all gone and forgotten because he has died.

| haven’t got in contact with the Inquiry because of money. | hope that through
people hearing what | have to say through providing my statement it might
encourage other people to come forward from places like Geilsland. Looking back at
what happened to me, and what | hear is going right now, they are getting away with
murder. The whole system needs a shake-up. | hope that everything is brought into

the open and new rules are put in place in these care places.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed.

Dated.... [ fod S [ Lo f oo
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