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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

HCA

Support person present: Yes

1. My full name is SN and that was my name at birth and while in care. My
date of birth is _ 1963. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before care

2. lwas born in Glasgow and lived with family. My mum’s name was ||l and my

dad was| ] The oldest of my siblings was my sister ] then there was
me and then my sister, I

3.  We moved to Airdrie in 1968 and my dad died in 1969. My youngest brother, || I
came along after my dad died.

4. | started St Serf’s Primary School in Airdrie but | didn’t go all the time. | turned into a
bit of a brat after my dad died. | was always running away from school. | wasn’t
listening to anybody or doing what | was told.

5. When | was about seven years old, | saw a child psychologist because | wasn’t going
to school. They were trying to figure out what was wrong with me. | only saw him
weekly for a couple of weeks or a month, and then it stopped because | didn't want to

see him again.
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10.

11.

12.

| then went in front of a Children’s Panel when | was about seven years old, because
| wasn't going to school. | went with my mother. There was a social worker there as
well but | can’t remember his name.

It was decided at the panel that | would be placed in care. After the panel, the social
worker took me to a place in the middle of nowhere. He might have explained what
was happening to me, but | didn’t really listen to anyone in those days. My mum came
with us too.

St Ninian’s Children’s Home, Gartmore

| was about seven years old when | arrived at St Ninian’s, near Aberfoyle. | remember
it looked like a big castle when we drove up to it. | remember going in and meeting
one of the Christian Brothers, who ran the place.

SNR , who was called Brother [JEJJJJif met us. He was wearing a black
cloak with a collar, which all the Brothers wore. | remember getting my dinner and then

my mum left.

Brother [SRIIl was too friendly. After my mum left, he was asking me to go and
sit on his knee. | didn’t want to and said | wouldn’t because | hardly knew him.

Another Brother then showed me around the place that evening. | was shown the
grounds, the classrooms and the dormitories.

There was a games room on the ground floor, where you could play table tennis and
other things. The dormitories were on the first floor where all the boys slept. There was
a room in the basement where all the shoes, clothes and personal possessions were
kept.
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

There were also guys, who weren't priests, who came from outside to teach in the
school. They didn’t teach us much, and they didn’t teach without giving our punches
and slaps.

There was a teacher called Mr McGill, who came from outside the home to teach.

| started secondary school when | was about twelve years old. | went to St Margaret’s
High School but | couldn’t do the work that they gave the class, because | had learned
nothing in St Ninian's. | lasted about a week at St Margaret's.

Leisure time

We had some free time after school and before tea time where we could play outside
or inside. There was a big yard so we used to be able to play football, or just sit about
the grass.

We could go back into the building and do other things within our own groups. We
could play snooker, table tennis, watch TV or listen to the jukebox. It wasn’t always
easy to get near the jukebox because people would always be on it.

There was also a space to build model aeroplanes.

There was also staff around to supervise the boys. Sometimes it would be a brother
and sometimes it would be the civilian staff.

We had a man called [ | who was a civilian member of staff, who would
usually supervise our group. He was alright at times, but he could be a bit crabbit. He
would hit you on the back of your legs if he thought you were misbehaving.

We had to go the chapel on a Sunday, and then there was spare time where we could

do what we wanted and play games.
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64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

| was stopped from going home at the weekends quite a lot for being bad.

When | did get leave to go home, a school bus would take you into Glasgow Buchanan
Street Bus Station, and then | would go to the station and get a train to Airdrie. Another
boy, G Would come with me because he lived in Airdrie too.

My mum was still living in Airdrie with my siblings. Eventually they went into homes as
well. Il went into St Euphrasia’s in Glasgow, and she had a bad time in there as
well. Years later, my brother ended up in St Joseph’s as well as St Phillips, | think.

Whenever, | was allowed to go home for the first few weekends, | returned to St
Ninian’s when | was supposed to. They told me | would be allowed to go home every
weekend.

Then, they stopped me going home a few weekends because they thought | was
behaving badly and didn’t have enough points to be allowed to go home.

After that, whenever | was allowed to go home for the weekend, | would run away and
not return back to the home after the weekend.

The police would be sent to find me. They always found me and then contact the
home, and somebody would come and pick me up.

Running away

| ran away from St Ninian’s a few times as well and got as far as Stirling. The first time,
| just came back because | never knew what way to go.

Other times | ran away, | would always get caught by the police. They would call the
home and then somebody would come from the home to pick me up. It was usually

one of the civilian teachers who would come to pick me up.






DocuSign Envelope ID: B08F7256-BEED-4447-BC39-FAD2BF01BD20

81.

82.

83.

85.

86.

87.

| got checked by the matron afterwards. Brother Ben took me to go and see her. She
had a look and saw that | had bruising, but that was it. | never got anything for it.

| think it was Brother Ben also used to electrocute us, but | might be getting mixed up
with names and another school. There was a box thing that was attached to metal
bars, and if you were bad in class, he would tell you to hold the bars, and when we
did, it would electrocute us. It was a science thing that was being used in the wrong
way. | think it was being used as a punishment.

| was told to hold the bars in class a few times. | think it was for not listening. The
Brother would tell me to hold the bars and | would get electrocuted. | was also told that
| wasn'’t getting allowed out at the weekend as a punishment. | saw other boys getting
electrocuted as well.

There was a civilian member of staff called Mr S5l who used to supervise the
group that | was in, when we did activities after school. He would hit you on the back
of the legs with something if he thought you were being bad. We would be wearing
shorts so we would always have marks on the back of our legs from it.

| don’t remember the names of many of the brothers and staff but they did used to
batter us a lot.

Whenever | was due to go home for leave, Brother I who was BN
EXal in there, would be the one to tell you if you were going home or not. He would

call you into his room or office and get you to sit on his knee. He would have an erection
under his gown. | was always trying to pull away from him and he would try to hold you
there as you were wriggling to get away. This happened quite a lot.

The boys never spoke about it, but it was openly known that everyone tried to avoid

sitting on his knee, so it maybe happened to other people.
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102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

| can’t remember what was said at the panel, but they explained to me afterwards that
they decided that | should get sent to an approved school, and it was because they
wanted me to go to school.

| left St Ninian’s when | was about twelve years old.

St Phillips Approved School, Airdrie

My mum and the social worker took me to St Phillips Approved School when | was
about twelve years old and | was in there for about a year. It was just up the road from
my house.

Mr Kane ran St Phillip’s and he was in charge over all. MriSaR vas BRlEEG

SNR

It was an approved school for boys, but it wasn't very big. There were about thirty boys
in it. Most of them were my age and some were a bit older. We were all between the
ages of twelve and fourteen years old.

| was given clothes to wear when | went in and had my own locker to keep my clothes
in. They gave me jeans and shoes and things to wear. It wasn’t a uniform.

The place was like a normal scheme with a few detached houses, which we called
cottages, in one area. One part was still getting built when | got there.

There were about fifteen boys in the cottage that | was in, all about the same age. |
moved into another cottage after a while, which was a unit for ten boys. | got moved
into that for good behaviour and there was a bit more freedom in that one.

There were staff that were in charge of and ran the separate cottages. They were

mixed male and female staff.
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129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

| was supposed to get the belt for it, but instead Mr [jESII 90t angry with me and
threw me against a wall. He threw me so hard that | burst a hole in the wall.

The back of my head and back hit the wall. There were no visible injuries but | had a
sore back for a while after that.

Bed wetting

You could get up to use the toilet at night if you wanted to, but | never did because |
was a deep sleeper and didn’t get up in the night.

| wet the bed when | first went in there. They'd take the wet bedding off the bed and
hang it over me while | stood there. They said embarrassing me would make me stop

doing it.

| think | wet the bed twice in there and then stopped.

Leaving St Phillips

| was getting into trouble because of glue sniffing and drinking. | was also breaking
into places to get money to buy alcohol and glue.

| was caught a few times when | broke into places. | ended up in front of a children’s
panel again. The social worker, who was a big, tall man called Mr Anderson, was there.
My mum was there too. The panel decided to move me to St Joseph’s in Tranent.

St Joseph’s List D School, Tranent

| was about thirteen years old when | went into St Joseph'’s, and | was there for about

ayear.
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137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

143.

144,

145.

146.

It was a religious place, ran by Christian Brothers. | recognised Brother Ben, Brother
Murphy and Mr [ZZlllwho had also been at St Ninians. | had gotten on with Mr [l
in St Ninian’s and he recognised me as soon as he saw me.

It was a big place with a big mansion house and three cottages in the grounds, which
was where the dormitories were. It was for boys only. | knew some of the boys in there
from Airdrie.

The cottage that | was in was ran by Mrs ZESJll] who was a witch. She stayed in a
house that was next to the cottage.

| shared a dormitory with about five other boys. The home gave me clothes to wear
while | was in there, and | had a locker by my bed to keep my things in.

There were showers in the cottage and you could shower whenever you wanted to.
We had privacy to shower.

The food wasn't great but you didn’t have to eat it. You would go hungry though, if you
didn’t eat it. We also got to get sweets from the tuck shop once a week.

We did have school in the big, main building. The Brothers taught us as well as civilian
teachers. | don’t remember any of their names.

We didn’t learn normal school stuff like maths or English. We did practical things like
putting beads on a string.

There was a massive park in the grounds and | used to play football there in my free
time. There were also bikes in there so | would take a bike and ride to Musselburgh
and back. We had freedom to do that. They were quite relaxed with us because we

were older.

| was allowed home at the weekends.
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147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

152.

Abuse at St Joseph’s

| didn’t have any issues with abuse from the Brothers or teachers at St Joseph's. |
think it is because the boys in there were a bit older and we were able to stick up for
ourselves.

Mrs who ran the cottage used to hit us over the head and on the backs of our
legs with a slipper. She was an older, crabbit woman. That was the only physical abuse
| got in there.

Leaving St Joseph’s

| was running away a lot in there. Not for any reason, but just because | wanted to go
be out and doing what | wanted to do. | was still drinking a lot at the weekends and
sniffing glue. | was just taking whatever | could get my hands on to get rid of the
memories.

| would get caught and taken back to St Joseph's by the police. | was cutting my wrists
at the time and nobody bothered to ask me why. The police didn’t even ask me why |
was running away. They never asked me any questions.

| was then moved from St Joseph’s to Rossie Farm because | was running away a lot.
| don'’t think there was a panel to make that decision. | think the two places just agreed

that | would be moving between themselves.

| wasn't told much about it but | remember being told by staff at St Philip’s that | would
have less freedom there.
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201.

202.

203.

Lessons to be Learned
| trusted a guy whose care | was in, who | thought was a father figure so soon after my
own dad had died, and he betrayed me by abusing me. Adults shouldn't be allowed to

take advantage of vulnerable kids.

Kids in care need to have more contact with their family, either over the phone and in
person, so that they can tell their parents if anything bad is happening to them.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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