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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

1M

Support person present: No.

1. Myname is ji§ My date of birth is [ 1283 My contact
details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | was born in Alexandria, West Dunbartonshire. My mum is _and my dad
was _ My dad passed away in 2016. It was the same day as my
daughter’s first birthday. My parents weren’t married. | am an only child. Once my dad
found out my mum was pregnant, he disappeared. My mum told me a lie when | was
younger and said my dad was a French. Later on, she told me he had died. | believed
that my whole childhood. My mum then got me back in touch with my dad in 2013. It

turned out he only lived ten minutes away and was Scottish.

3. I don’t remember being at school much when | was younger. If | was at school, |
struggled. | struggled to interact with other children. | struggled to read and write, and
| couldn’t really spell. | found it really hard to learn. | went to several schools as | kept
getting suspended because of my behaviour. | found | spent more time staring at the
wall than anything else or outside the classroom on a wee wooden chair. The doctor
diagnosed me as being hyperactive back then. This has been confirmed in my social
work records and it states that the psychologist advised | was not to be told about this.

| was really, really young. | was up to all sorts of things. | wasn’t given any treatment.
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

It was a lovely big castle on huge grounds. There was a football pitch and a walk right
around the whole area. It was hectares. There was a bridge and a river going under it.

There was a big green where you could play football.

When you drove up to the castle there was an overarch and a set of grand stairs.
When you walked in you could go left to the stairs that took you down or up to
dormitories. The dining room was off the dormitories. In each dormitory there was a
massive foyer area with a pool table and stuff like Nintendo. There were about seven
dormitories with about two or three boys in each. There was also techie to the left with
rooms for arts and craft, stuff like that. To the right there was offices for the people
who worked in there. There was an outbuilding with a school and a little gym. It was

like portacabins.

Ballikinrain was run by the Church of Scotland. It is near Fintry in the Balfron area. |
think they were close by and the closest towns. | don’t know who the headmaster was.
There was quite a lot of staff. There was a lot of good staff as well. Not everyone was
bad. | had a keyworker. | think her name was Anne. | think she was in her forties or
fifties. She was ok. She used to sometimes take the piss out of me because | was the
youngest and had a high-pitched voice. You could hear me from miles away. She
called me bubbles or squeak or something. That made me self-conscious a lot and
didn’t help. | used to cry quite a lot as well.

There were some staff that were teachers and care staff and some that were just care
staff. There was a guy called Mario. | think his name was Nigel, but we called him

Mario as he looked like one of the Mario Brothers with his moustache. He was a really,

really nice guy. There was also a guy called who Iived_with
his family || < used to take the techie. | remember techie

could be unsupervised. As a young boy | was using band saws and that.

It was all boys in Ballikinrain. There were older kids in their teens at the top of the
castle. | was downstairs. | was one of the youngest kids to be taken in. | think there
was about ten to fifteen children all together. | say that because when we went in a

minibus it was about full.
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32.

Routine at Ballikinrain
First day

| remember my first day very well as that was the first time | was assaulted. | was taken
there that morning by my mum or a social worker from my house. | know it was a
Monday morning as the other children hadn’t arrived back yet from being away home

for the weekend.

| was being shown about by the guy who assaulted me, He was in charge
and had his own office. | think he was just in charge of the dormitory area, but | don’t

know, he might have been in charge of the whole place.

| was still with my mum and social worker at this point. There was a lot to see. Once
my mum or the social worker left, | was put in this big room with a television. | was just

left there and then when all the kids arrived back, they saw me, and all came over.

There was this older boy that sat beside me, and | clammed up, nervous. He was
flicking his tongue and spit was getting on me. | said toplease can you tell him to
stop doing that.got up off his seat and walked over to us. | thought he was going
to tell the boy off, but he grabbed me by the arm, pulled me off the seat and dragged
me towards the door. | was dragged right out the room and threw up against the wall
in the corridor. He was shouting at me, and | was terrified. | was crying and just wanted

to get out of there. | felt really let down and disappointed.

then took me back into the room and | was still crying. | felt humiliated and he
wouldn’t carry on what he was doing until | stopped crying. | saw him doing this to
other boys as well, so | think this was just his tactics. | think that was his way of telling
me don'’t fuck about.
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37.

Mornings and bedtime

The rooms were basic. We had a bedside table, wardrobe and a couple of chairs. |
shared a room with two boys’ downstairs. Sometimes we could go upstairs to watch
television with the older boys. They seemed to have it a bit better up there and had

televisions in their rooms.

I don’t remember what time we got up, but school must have started at 9:00 am. We
got up and took our dirty washing to this basket. We maybe had a splash of the face
and went to the dining room for breakfast and then school. After lunch we were back
to our dormitories. | don’t think there was any more school after lunch. We were
supervised at nights. | can’t remember what time we went to bed and who switched
the lights out. It must have been about 9:00 pm. If there was any noise, you would get
shouted at and told to get to sleep. | wasn'’t really a noisy person in the evenings and

used to just go to sleep.

| remember one time waking up and SRl Vas sitting next to my bed just staring
at me. It was quite weird. There was nothing sexual he was just sitting in the comer of
the room it was weird. We knew when he was coming as you heard him with his big

keys, and he would whistle. It was like a taunt kind of thing.
Mealtimes/Food

Breakfast was just boxes of cereal on the table, and you just helped yourself. | would
eat anything so don’'t remember any problems. | think maybe if you didn’t eat enough
you were told to eat more so you weren't hungry later. | don'’t think there was anything
too serious. | always remember for supper we had super noodles and toast. | loved it.

| still love it.
Washing/Bathing

There was showers and baths. It was quite a weird set up as the baths were in

cupboards. If you wanted a bath you had to leave the door open. The showers were
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47.

Schooling

| was always in the same class. | had a teacher called [l vho did things
like numeracy and English. It was all mixed ages. She would give out what you were
supposed to do but | don’t think much work was done. It wasn’t forced on you. | didn’t

do much because | still couldn’t really read or write.

It wasn’t really like a full day of school if my memory serves me correctly. After lunch
we just went back to our dormitories. | don’t know if that was because the staff were
lazy or that was just the schedule. It wasn’t tough. We were still supervised in our

dormitories.
Healthcare

One morning | woke up and | was in a lot of pain. | had a lot of stomach pain. What
later transpired was that | had appendicitis. | didn’'t want to go to class so was trying
to plead my case. It fell on deaf ears, so | was taken to class. They didn’t want me in
the dormitories as that would have meant a staff member would have had to stay there
with me and | don't think they had enough staff.

| asked [N if | could go to the toilet and was in a locked cubicle. | was in there for a
while. | don’t know if | was sitting on the toilet or leaning over it trying to be sick, but |
just heard someone come in the toilet and the cubicle door was kicked in. It was“
She took me out the toilet and started shaking me. It turns out one of the kids had told

her | was smoking but | wasn't. | found that out later on.
She just grabbed me by the torso and started shaking me. | was crying and still in a
lot of pain. It was getting progressively worse. | was just sent back to my dormitory. |

kept telling them | was in a lot of pain.

| think“was in her forties or fifties. She was a small woman and very athletic. She

ran the hill walking club. | used to do that. She was a teacher and care staff.
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51.

52.

53.

They eventually got an Asian doctor out from one of the villages to see me. She said
| had a urine infection, and | went home to my mum’s as | wasn’t getting any better. |
was getting progressively worse and was hunched over in pain a lot. | was home for

about a week.

One night at my mum’s | was up being sick, and | was bringing up big chunks of red
that looked like liver. It was really scary. My mum got the doctor out and he said he
had never seen anything like it. It turned out my appendix had burst, and | had to go
into hospital. | had to get my appendix removed and a blood transfusion. | think it was
touch and go. | was in hospital for about a month. | remember while | was in there
came up to visit me with some other kids from the school and brought some juice
and sweets. | remember thinking it was just a few weeks ago you were shaking me
about.

| don’t remember a matron as such at the school. | think just the staff dealt with stuff
and they got a doctor out if they needed to. | saw a dentist too when | was at the school

as | remember | had to get quite a few fillings. | think it was just in Balfron.
Religious instruction

There was no prayer or no mention of it being a religious place. There was nothing

like that at all. | wasn’t there at the weekends, so | don’t know if they went to church.
Work

After dinner and supper, you had a choice to do washing or drying. The staff would
pick who did what. We just did it because it was fair and not always the same person.

We didn’t have to do anything else as there were cleaners.
Birthdays and Christmas

| wasn't there for Christmas, but | could have been there for my birthday. | don't

remember a birthday there.
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Running away

| never ran away. It didn’'t even come to my mind. There were other boys that did go
missing some evenings. | don’t know what happened to them when they were brought
back.

Discipline

The discipline was mainly verbal. There was a lot of shouting. If you did something
wrong, it went back to and he gave you a ticking off. It would depend on how he
felt how he dealt with it. He took me to shout at me in his office once. | don’t remember
what it was for. It was just that one time he was physical towards me, and | heard of
him being physical towards other boys. | don’t remember seeing anyone being

restrained.

Abuse at Ballikinrain

| saw drag other boys out of rooms and shout at them. It was to get all the
kids on side. It was his way of getting us to behave and install fear in us. He did it to a
boy in the dormitory once, | saw it. He dragged him out the dorm and | heard him
shouting at the boy. The boy then came back in crying and cried himself to sleep. He
didn't say what it was for or whatfg@said to him.

| thinkwas English as he had an accent. He was in his fifties and had a prominent
beard. Other staff just wore what they wanted but he would always come in with a shirt

and trousers.
demeanour in general was quite scary. He would be talking to you and all

smiles and then the next minute his face would drop. It was just all to install fear. That

was his way of working.
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68.

Reporting of abuse at Ballikinrain

| never told anyone about what[gmdid to me. | think the other staff must have known.
| never told anyone whatdid to me either. She made herself known anyway, the
other children must have heard her. | never told my mum anything. | only told her a
few months ago. My mum said she wished | had told her as she would have got me

out of there, but | don’t think she could have.

| just didn’t really trust anyone when | was a little boy. | was just one of these kids that
if anything happened to me, | just put on a brave face and got on with it. To be honest
with you | did really enjoy it at Ballikinrain. ifwas there, | would put a brave face
on. | just tried to stay out of his way and avoid him as he was volatile but other staff
like Mario, | would love it as they would play with you and stuff. Iffggwasn't there, |
would have loved it but then again if he wasn’t there would all of the kids just have

been fighting with each other, | don’t know.

Leaving Ballikinrain

| thought | was going to be at Ballikinrain for good because | had been in foster care
before that. | never asked any questions. | left after eleven months.

After | had appendicitis, | went back to Ballikinrain a different boy. | was really scared
and there were a few things that happened. My mum got a boyfriend called -who
worked at Barlinnie Prison as a prison guard. | told the other children about him, and

they were saying he did me up the bum. | didn’t even know what that meant.

Things were getting tough for me, and | was breaking my heart to my mum about it.
Her and -broke up because of it as it was too much for him to take on. | think my
mum just decided it was time for me to leave. | don’t know if there was a children’s
panel. | don’t remember the day | left. When | came out, | was a different person, but

not for the right reasons. | was about ten years old.
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84.

85.

Hopes for the Inquiry
| don’t know if abuse still happens in children’s homes, but if it does, | hope this Inquiry
makes people think twice about what they are doing. Just don’t do it as you are

affecting someone’s life. | will just leave it in your capable hands and help out if you

need me.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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