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worked hard, really hard, to get where you are. Well
done for that.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Thank you for being here and I'm now delighted
to say you are free to go and I hope you have a safe
journey back home.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: It's a bit tough out there today, but however
far you're going this afternoon, I hope it goes safely.

Thank you.
A. Thank you so much.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: Just a few more names to add to the list of

those who are not at the moment to be identified outside

this room, Brothers RN and
GWM Mr -, Mr McKinstry, Mr and

Mr and at times the witness actually used his
own name or parts of his own name, but he has opted to
be anonymous, as he's entitled to do, and his name's not
to be repeated outside this room either.
It's 1.05 pm, so I'll rise now for about an hour and
then we'll get to the next witness in person after that.
Thank you.
(1.07 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)
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(2.05 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. The next witness is going to
give evidence by video link and it looks like everything
is set up satisfactorily, is that right, Mr MacAulay?

MR MACAULAY: That is the case, my Lady.

The next witness is an applicant, he wants to remain
anonymous and use the pseudonym 'Alexander' in giving
evidence.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

'Alexander', good afternoon, thank you for joining
us over the link today, I'm grateful to you for being
prepared to give evidence this afternoon.

'Alexander' (affirmed)
(Via videolink)

LADY SMITH: 'Alexander', thank you.

Before I hand over to Mr MacAulay, I know that you
have some assistance with you there, but if you have any
queries at any time, please don't hesitate to speak up.
If the link doesn't seem to be working for you, tell us.
If you want a break at any time, don't feel under
special pressure because you are giving evidence over
the link. We can do a break if that's necessary,
because I know it's not easy to give evidence about what
happened in your childhood when the events are difficult

and stressful.
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A.

Don't hesitate to let me know if there's anything
I can do to help.

Okay, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: If you're ready, I'll hand over to Mr MacAulay

MR

and he'll take it from there.
Mr MacBAulay.

Questions from Mr Machulay

MACAULAY: Hello, 'Alexander'.

The first thing I would like you to do to me is to
turn to the final page of your statement. Could you do
that?

I have it in front of me.

Can you confirm you have signed your statement?

Yes, I can, sir.

If you look at the final paragraph of the statement, do
you say:

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

Is that correct?

That's correct.
I'm gquite happy for you to call me 'Colin', 'Alexander',
and I'll call you 'Alexander' if you wish.

Okay, Colin.
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It's entirely up to you.

I'm just going to give the reference of the

statement for the benefit of the transcript, that is

WIT.001.002.0090.

I don't want your date of birth, because you want to

be anonymous. I just want to put to you the year of

your birth so we can get

a context for your evidence.

Can you confirm you were born in 19567

That's correct, sir.

You begin your statement, 'Alexander', by telling us

a little bit about your life before you went into care.

In reading that, it does

appear that life was quite

difficult for you before you went into care?

That's correct.

Can you perhaps just elaborate upon that for me?

Well, my father was in and out of prison, an alcocholic.

Not really much else to tell you. I don't really know

a great deal about the man, other than that.

Your mother at the time?

Separated. Separated when I was very young.

Were you staying with your father?

I stayed with my father,

yeah.

In paragraph 2 of your statement, you do describe what

looks like a very significant incident when your father

beat you gquite badly?
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That's correct.
You go on to tell us, in paragraph 4, that one moment
you were sitting having your breakfast and then you were
taken in front of a Children's Panel in Paisley, is that
right?
Out of the blue, Colin, out of the blue. I knew nothing
about this.
Do you have a clue now as to why you went to the
Children's Panel?
I'll be quite frank, I'm not too sure myself. I was
just eating breakfast, I'm there, same day I'm at
St Ninian's. That's all I can tell you. I think maybe
it was a bit -- I was a bit of a rough kid. A bit hard
to handle, if you like.
Anyway, that is the background, as you know it, for you
ending up in St Ninian's.

In the statement you tell us that you were
a nine-year-old boy when you were sent to St Ninian's?
Could you repeat that, Colin?
You were nine years of age when you went to St Ninian's?
That's correct.
The Ingquiry has seen a record that suggests that that
may have been in- 1966, which would confirm that
you would be aged nine at that time?

Between 1965 and 1968.
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You tell us a little bit about your first day. What was
your immediate impression of the establishment?

My first impression was the appearance, the
surroundings, they're absolutely stunning. That was my
first impression. And I still have the same image in my
mind of what it was like on arrival. It was a wonderful
place. I believe it was in the afternoon. It was

a pretty sunny day and the thing I always remember, as
well as the surroundings, was the smell of the pine. It
is surrounded by forest.

You tell us that when you arrived you came across

a monk, who you describe as SNR

, being carried
down the stairs by two other monks?

That is correct, sir, that is correct.

Did you find out who that was?

No. I did, but I can't remember the names.

Did you understand that the monk who was being carried,
who I think you describe as rather frail, may have been
TR

He was of St Ninian's, as far as I'm aware.
Can you tell me a little bit about the accommodation.
You talk about the dormitories and clearly you would
have been allocated to a particular dormitory, is that
right?

That's correct, yes.
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How many dormitories were there?

I think there was -- if I remember correctly there were
three rather on the biggish side and two smaller ones.
Just looking at the routine. Let's focus on the
mornings, first of all. 1In the morning, how would you
be woken up?

They just come round. They'd come into the dormitory.
On occasion they would have rang a bell. But basically
that was it. They'd come in, 'Right, out of bed, make
your beds up', that type of thing and you would go about
your ablutions.

When you say 'they', who are you talking about?

The monks. The Brothers, if you like.

What were the arrangements at bedtime?

That was 1it, you just went to bed. Simple as. Lights
out and that was it.

Who supervised you for that?

The monks. The monks took care of everything.

From your perspective, did the De La Salle Order run the
establishment?

In my mind, yes.

One thing you do tell us is you came across your brother
when you were at St Ninian's?

That's correct.

Did you know he was there?
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Yes.
Insofar as the Brothers are concerned, can you just tell
me if you can remember the names of any of the brothers?

Well, Brother , Brother

Brother , there was a civilian also called
Mr he was a teacher.

In your statement you mention two other Brothers, that's
Brother Benedict and Brother

Brotherand Brother Benedict, ie 'Bootsie', as he
was known. I found out -- we referred to him by Bootsie
behind his back. I never called him as

'Brother Benedict'. 1In fact I called all the Brothers

simply 'brother', that is --

LADY SMITH: Why did you call him Bootsie?

A.

That's a funny thing, my Lady. He just -- I don't know.
He wore these particular boots that just looked --

I don't know —-- there was just something odd about the
boots, that was all, so we just called him Bootsie.

I can't explain further than that.

MR MACAULAY: Was he called Bootsie before you arrived at

St Ninian's?

Aye, yes, absolutely.

You also tell us about meal times. That is at
paragraph 13. You say it was ladies from the village

who came in to do the cooking?
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That's correct.

You also say that you had a problem with certain foods,
can you just tell me about that?

Yeah. It's mainly cheese, milk and butter.

Did that cause problems for you when you were at

St Ninian's?

On occasions it did cause a great many problems for me.
Can you describe it?

I was force fed at times.

By who?

The monks.

How did they react to the fact that you couldn't eat
these particular types of food?

They couldn't care less.

In relation to schooling, I think what you tell us at
paragraph 16 is that you couldn't read or write?
That's correct, sir.

Did that change, did it, over the period?

It certainly did, sir, yes.

How did that come about?

I've no idea in my mind at the time. I just thought
I've got to learn to read and write and that is exactly
what I did. I learnt to read and write. In fact, as
far as I'm aware, I was actually top of the class within

a year in all subjects.
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Insofar as birthdays were concerned, I think you do tell
us you spent three of your birthdays at St Ninian's.
Were they acknowledged in any way?

No.

What about visits from others?

My father came once, on one occasion, and he came with

a few of his friends and to say the least he was heavily
intoxicated. To be honest, he was -- he was just

a disappointment.

What about social workers, did any social worker come to
see you?

No, not once so ever, no. Not once.

Were you aware of any inspections being carried out?

Can you break that down in detail?

An inspection of the establishment. Did you see anybody
who might have been inspecting the premises?

No, absolutely not.

What about school managers, because we understand the
school might have been run by a board of managers, did
you see anyone who might have been a school manager
visiting the premises?

Not that I'm aware of.

In relation to healthcare, you do tell us that a dentist
was brought in to St Ninian's to deal with matters such

as dental care, 1is that correct?
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Yeah. On one occasion for me, yes.
You say in your statement, I Jjust wanted to understand
what you meant by this, this is at paragraph 23:

'He wasn't too nice either.'
He certainly wasn't.
What do you mean by that?
I was more or less held down in the chair just about,
whilst they took my tooth out. It wasn't nice. It
wasn't a nice experience.
Can I ask you about religion, because I do say something
about that in your statement. This is at paragraph 25,
where you say:

'When I look back, I don't know why the monks
bothered teaching religion. It was an absolute
disgrace.'

I just wanted to understand what did you mean by
that?

It was.

Can you explain that?

Well, the way they treated people. You don't treat
children like that. They were nasty people. They were
nasty -- no, no, let's have it right, they were nasty
people.

Can you elaborate upon that, in what way were they

nasty?
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Physically, sexually abusive. They basically -- for me,
I speak on my behalf, I was tortured many times, yeah,
tortured. Electrocuted. I know all about it. Cold
showers and scrubbed down with a yard broom in winter
and whatever. Starved for days on end.

I'm not a happy man sitting here talking to you,
Colin, but -- I'm keeping this in control, but
I am very, very angry with these people.
What you tell us in your statement, at paragraph 27, is
that your protagonist, Brother Benedict, is in prison
today, he was known as Bootsie and then you say this:

'If ever the devil walked the earth, there's your
man. '
Oh, yes, he certainly was. He's only part of the
devils.
There were others?
Oh, absolutely.
Can I ask you about what you say at paragraph 28, you
say:

'Brother Benedict often took me down to the
cellars."’

I just want to understand the layout of the
premises. When you talk about the cellars, are you
talking about a basement area. What is it you are

trying to convey?
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A. Just the cellars per se, and different passageways. You
have to remember, St Ninian's the actual building itself
is rather extensive and there are many of these little
corridors that go around the place underground. He had
an interest at the time, if I remember correctly, is it
Bakelite phones and all that type of thing? He had
a great interest in all those sort of things and just
about anything electric, which I was to find out in
a bad way.

Q. Are you saying that there was an area or areas in the
lower part of the building where Brother Benedict had
this equipment?

A. Yes. That's correct, sir, yes.

Q. The first time that you were taken down to wherever you
were taken to, can you tell me what happened?

A. Yes, he put two wires up the side of my legs and on my
testicles. Nearly blew my head apart.

Q. Were you given an electric shock or electric shocks?

LADY SMITH: Just a moment, we'll have to just go back we
lost the connection.

Mr MacAulay, can you go back and pick up?

MR MACAULAY: You are telling us that you had two wires put

up your legs on to your testicles.
Did you hear me there?

A. Repeat yourself, Colin?
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Q. I think I heard you say that two wires were put up your
legs on to your testicles, do I have that right?

We keep losing you, 'Alexander'. I'll try again.

A. It's okay.

Q. You did say to me that on the occasion I'm asking you
about --

LADY SMITH: I'm going to rise for five minutes.

I don't know if you can hear me, 'Alexander'.
I'm just going to rise for five minutes and we're going
to look at this connection to see if we can make it
stronger, because we keep losing you.

(2.28 pm)

(A short break)

(2.35 pm)

LADY SMITH: 'Alexander', I'm sorry about that, but I gather
that the connection is now a bit better than it was
before and I hope that's right, because this isn't easy
for you and I'd rather it wasn't happening.

A. Okay, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: We'll see if we can move forward.

Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: I think before the interruption, 'Alexander',
you had described how Brother Benedict had put two wires
up your legs and did these wires make contact with your

testicles?
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Yes, they did, sir.

What happened?

Well, I can't remember a great deal, to be honest with
you. I just suddenly came to and he was standing there
laughing.

Do I take it that you passed out at some point?

Yes.

Were you conscious of receiving a electric shock?

Well, something happened. That's about all I can
remember. Something happened there. And then the
lights went out, metaphorically.

You said you passed out. When you came too, then,
Brother Benedict was still there and you say he was
laughing?

He was laughing, ves.

Did you speak to him and ask him what had happened?

I didn't. ©No, you didn't. You didn't ask these people
too many gquestions. It was always -- you would -- they
could become very violent.

You are telling us about this incident. Was this the
first time something like this --

No, no, no, it wasn't the first time. It was three
times this happened.

Was it the same --

No, no, no.
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Can you just tell me about it?

There was another time he took me down to the cellars,
if you like, and all these bits of phones, Bakelite
phones I think they were at the time, old ones and he
casually told me to sit down in a chair, which I did,
and whatever he did from behind I got an electric shock
... I wouldn't say on the level of when I was
electrocuted by testicles, and again, sadly, he was
laughing.

The reason that he did this to me, he wanted to see
if the hair on my head would stand up, bearing in mind
that I had short hair. I don't know if you remember,
Colin, I think you might do, my haircut at the time was
the old-style American crew cut.

Ch, vyes.

So electric is not going to do too much to make that
stand on end, but he found it funny.

That is one of the incidents. Did you say there were
three incidents?

Yes, he touched the back of my neck with a wire or two
wires, I can't remember, but definitely touching the
back of my neck. He was like there was -- just like

a bolt of lightning. It was like -- I heard a spark,
then again I came to.

Again, did you pass out then on that occasion?
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Yeah. I passed out. Yeah, I passed out slightly again,
aye.

The incident you mentioned where he wanted to see if
your hair would stand on end, did they say that to you?
Absolutely, yeah, absolutely, aye. Just fancied -- he
was laughing as he was telling me. He was telling this
to me that is what he was asking, 'Wanted to see if your
hair would stand up'. I've got an American crew cut.

My hair's already standing up. Why the application of
electric? Just complete nonsense. He was just abusing
us, simple as that.

Were these shocks painful?

Of course they were painful.

You have mentioned these three incidents, were there any
more incidents that you were involved in, with him and
his electricity?

No.

Were you on your own on these occasions?

Oh, I was on my own. You will find that with most
statements that come your way, Colin. They're always on
their own.

You also mention in connection with Brother Benedict

a shower incident --

No, that wasn't Brother Benedict.

I'm looking at paragraph 29.
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That was Brother _

Was there an occasion then when Brother Benedict told

you to take your clothes off and have a shower, was that

Brother m and not Brother Benedict?
That was Brother .

Can you tell me about that? What happened?

No idea really. I was just called in. I can remember
it clearly. It was winter time and told me to take my
clothes off and told me to go into the shower room,
which is basically a wet room, and turn on the shower,
which I did do, which was freezing cold and he
disappeared for a few seconds and then he came back with
the yard broom and started scrubbing my bare skin in the
cold. All I remember was the screaming, my screaming,
and watching rivulets of blood running down the centre.
Do you know why he did this?

For fun. He's laughing. They all laughed. They all
thought it was fun. That's what they did with all the
lads. They thought it was a bit of fun and games with
them. We were treated like animals.

Were you on your own on this occasion with

Brother

You'll find that most boys were on their own, Colin.
You'll find that most of those boys were on their own,

for whatever reasons. I'm not here to explain that to
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you. That's their story. I'm giving you my story. But
you'll find that, yes, they were on their own basically.
Did this happen just the once?

Sorry?

Did this happen just the one time?

In the shower area?

Yes.

Yes.

I'1ll come back to Brother again in a moment.
But if I can go back to Brother Benedict, you have been
telling us about the electric shock treatment that you
received. What about physical treatment? How did he
behave towards you physically?

When I look back on it, I have the impression that this
is more about a sort of secret thing for him, if that
makes any sense. I don't know if -- I've no idea if
I'm the only lad that suffered that. 1I've no idea, but
over and above all he always gave out this demeanour and
I always thought of him, the first time I ever met him
really, he's a bit of a Friar Tuck, if you like, a very
tall man, well, compared to a child anyway and he wore
bifocals, black, thick lenses and I don't know --
personally I didn't see him -- I never saw him -- if he
was doing anything wrong to any of the other boys, like

beating them up and things like that, I never saw
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anything like that. I'm only giving you my experience,
Colin.

Were you ever beaten by Brother Benedict?

No.

Just going back to the incidents with the electricity,
what age were you, do you think, when these incidents
happened?

I'd be about nine-and-a-half.

Did these incidents happen close to each other or were
there gaps in time?

There were gaps in between. Not much gaps, but there
was gaps in between.

Can I go back to Brother because you do go on
to describe some other things that happened between you
and him.

Aye, yes.

Can you tell me about that? You tell me for example
that he would take you away into the bathroom?

Say that again?

You say in your statement that Brother would
take you into the bathroom?

Oh, yeah. Well, you know -- they wanted you to do
things, but it's not going to happen. Being frank with
you, Colin, these things are not going to happen to me.

Not where I was born. It's not happening. There's
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nothing going in my mouth. There's nothing going there
anally either. So hence in my statement, if you'wve read
it, I've been battered more times than fish.
I saw that.
Thank you.
You tell us about an incident when you were taken into
the bathroom and he tried to do things to you?
Yeah.
Can you tell me what he tried to do?
Ayve, he wanted me to perform oral sex on him, that type
of thing. Not having any of it.
Did you see his penis?
Yes.
When you say:

'I have been battered more times than a fish.'

Who battered you?
Not just him, others. Monks.
I think what you're telling me is that on the occasion
I've been asking you about, you have refused to comply
with what he wanted you to do, is that correct?
That is correct, sir, absolutely.
What happened when you refused to comply with him?
Well, the only thing they know, just to beat you up.
Did this happen once or more than once, this --

No, not just with him. With two or three monks it
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happened, oh, yes let's not be under any illusions about
that.
Can you just help me with that. What happened with the
other monks?
Your Brother he was a pretty heavy handed man
and it was always starting off with hitting you on the
top of the heads and when I say this man, the palms of
his hands were like -- really were like concrete.
Sometimes he'd give you a punch in the face or whatever.
Just nasty pieces of work. I think if there's such
a thing as a God he (indistinguishable) a whole lot of
bodies down to St Ninian's, they've all landed in the
same place.

I'm not here to throw mud, because only
St Ninian's -- as you are well aware, Colin, after
St Ninian's there were three other homes. I don't have
any complaints with those homes. None of this stuff
happened. So I'll clarify that right off.
You have mentioned any other
brother who may have abused you?
Brother he was a nasty piece of work also.
What did he do?
He used to kick us and, you know, slap you round the
face for no reasons, you know. Punch you in the arms,

punch you in the back of the head and just a horrible --
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it's horrible. Nasty.

But you still haven't mentioned the civilian.

I'll come to him in a moment. I just want to look at
this aspect of it with you.

What about the way the Brothers dealt with other
boys, did you witness any form of abuse with other boys?
No, no. You don't see it, Colin. It's behind closed
doors, 1if you like. I don't -- whatever I've seen, and
I've seen a few things, I was a wee bit of a nosey
parker back then and I would be in places where
I shouldn't be and I saw things happen that I shouldn't
have seen happen, but I did. They were totally unaware
of this.

This is at St Ninian's?

This is at St Ninian's.

What things do you have in mind?

Sexual abuse, physical abuse.

If you look at sexual abuse, can you just help me with
that. What did you witness?

Exactly what I have said. Physical and sexual abuse of
children. They were totally -- I wasn't there. They
didn't know I was there. Not the monk, not the young
lad and I've got to look at these young lads in the eyes
a few years after St Ninian's, knowing what I saw, but

we never spoke about St Ninian's.
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Are you able to help me, 'Alexander', what did you see
on the occasions you saw sexual abuse? Let's just focus
on that.

Yeah. You know, oral sex and things like that,

forced --

Where was this taking place?

Well, this was -- well, just about everywhere to be
guite honest with you. As long as it was out of sight
and out of place, but mostly it happened after midnight
and things like that, you see things that just don't sit
right at the time. You know, you would hear a scream
here and there, you know. You never really get to know
too much about that scream. It's just a horrible place.
Did anything ever happen to you at night?

Yes. They would come in, you know, and it was painfully
obvious they wanted you to play with them, but it's not
happening, it's not happening. It's not going to
happen, not now, not ever in my lifetime.

What about other boys? Did you see what happened?

I wasn't meant to see what happened, I wasn't meant to
see some things.

But did you?

I did, yes, yeah.

What did you see?

Exactly what I've said to you. Forced oral sex,
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masturbation, that type of thing.
Where was this taking place?
Oh, this would -- I remember once it was near the stable
yards. There is an old stable yard there and that's
where the civilian teacher lived. He lived above there
also and I see one or two things happening there.
I shouldn't have been there. I was a bit of a nosey
parker.
The things you saw that happen there, did that involve
the Brothers?
It involved the Brothers, yes.
What sort of things did you see there?
Like I said, masturbation, oral sex.
From what I understand, from what you've been saying to
me, 'Alexander', vyou had a sort of defence mechanism and
you wouldn't let the Brothers do to you what they may
have been doing to others?
No, I wouldn't. I came from a hard background, sir.
I've seen many things that I shouldn't have seen before
I was nine. But that's my father's life. You know, the
parties and all that type of thing. There are things
that kids shouldn't be aware of. Things that kids
shouldn't see.

I could have rewritten the Kama Sutra back then.

I could have written the Kama Sutra with things that
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I saw.

Are you saying to me that even before you went into care
you had witnessed some sort of sexual activity?

I watched sexual activity all over the place in my home
town.

You mentioned the civilian teacher that you want to talk

about, what was his name?

Can you just tell me about him then. I think you would
be in his class; is that correct?

That is correct.

How did he behave towards the boys in his class?

He was absolutely horrible. Just a nasty piece of work.
Nasty, I mean, you don't know the images in my mind,
Colin, what I would like to do if I met him today.

For example, were you ever punished by him?

Aye, absolutely.

What would he do to you?

He used a cane on me once. Looking back I thought he
was on medication. He went ballistic. Right in front
of the whole classroom. Went ballistic. I had welts
all over my body for two weeks. I mean there was no
holding back. And he liked to sit behind his desk and
masturbate over (indistinguishable). Let's get that

straight, no doubt other lads' statements will have told
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you the same thing.
Let's look at the physical stuff first of all.

As far as the caning was concerned, you have said he
lost the plot. Does that mean he hit you on different
parts of your body?

Absolutely, all over. The head, the face, the back, the
backside, the arms, the thighs, you name it, he just
went ballistic.

Had you seen him behave in this way towards any other
boys?

Not that way. Not as bad as what happened to me. I was
found wandering about the school and one of the monks
brought me back to the classroom and from that point
there -- I've never seen what happened to me happen to
any of the other kids, but I've seen kids being caned.
In what way would they be caned?

Across the backside.

Over the trousers?

Yes.

You also mentioned masturbation. Can I just understand
what you say Mrwas doing in that connection?

Oh, I'm sure by other statements you will have heard
this anyway. Yeah, he liked to play with himself after
various events and he would sit behind his desk and it

was painfully obvious what this man was up to. There is
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no question about that.

Then the hand movements as he stood up and he put
his hand in his pockets. It was obvious what he was
doing. He was playing with himself. Let's make no
mistake about that, Colin. You will have other
statements you have read, you will have heard the same
things, no doubt. This is what this man is about and
he's just a civilian.

Did the boys discuss this?

No, we don't discuss anything. I told you. Even after
the years when we left St Ninian's, when any of us ever
met up we never talked about St Ninian's. None of us
ever talked about St Ninian's. My brother wouldn't
speak to me for 20 years after I came out of

St Ninian's. Wouldn't speak to me for 20 years.

Every time he saw me he would run away.
Embarrassment, I don't know. Who knows?

Have you ever discussed St Ninian's with him in any
detail?

No.

At paragraph 37 you describe an incident where you gave
a young boy a hug?

Mm hmm. Oh, yeah.

Can you just tell me about that?

Yeah. I was coming through the main entrance, the front
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A.

entrance, if you like, of the school, and I was making
my way to the library. At this time I could read and
write, so I was no longer just looking at pictures now,
I could read. I learnt to use a dictionary and all
that.

I heard whimpering in an alcove and I see a wee boy
there and he was terrified and he told me something.
I'm not going to repeat that, Colin, what he told me.
This kid was terrified.

I'll never forget that kid. 1I'll never forget him.
He's mentioned in that statement, in those statements.
I will never forget that kid. He was terrified. If
I didn't know any better he was on the verge of taking
his own life.

You gave him a hug?

Yeah.

How did he react to that?

Do you know, you would have to ask that lad, I don't
know how he reacted. It was one of friendship, it was
one of understanding.

What prompted you to hug him?

Just so young. Just so young.

You, you were young too, what age do you think you were
at this time?

I would be getting on for nigh on ten. Loock, it is what
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it is -- on occasions it goes through my mind is moments
like that, even to this day, yeah.

Why did I give him a hug? What else was there to
do? I didn't know.
You also tell us that although you never ran away when
you were at St Ninian's, there was an occasion when you
went for a walk?
Yeah.
Instead of going to the classroom?
That's right, yeah.
Something happened. What happened on that occasion?
One of the monks found me wandering about the place and

took me back to the classroom. I've already repeated

that to you and that's when Mr (S sort of lost it
with the cane.
That is the cane incident when he lost it?
That's that.
Another monk you mention is Brother
Mm hmm.
And an incident involving his beehive or beehives.
Oh, well, that is a story-and-a-half, that is.
He was doing -- he had all equipment on, that type
of thing and I was standing quite a distance away and

I was watching him and he signalled, actually signalled

for me to come over and he put on this
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(indistinguishable) thing and gave me some gloves or
whatever you call them, and he was showing me what he
was doing, or trying to explain to me what he was doing,
that type of thing and these bees are flying all over
the bloody place.

For no reason he just whipped this hood right off me
and to look at me by the time they had finished with me,
they used the lotion iodine, so when you put iodine on
your skin it's like little brown marks and they were all
over the place.

I think what you're telling me, 'Alexander', is that
after you had donned the regalia he then pulled the hood
off you?

The headdress, the headpiece.

Because of that you were vulnerable to being stung by
the bees?

Yes, there were hundreds of them.

You were stung?

I got stung, yeah, yeah.

How did he react to this?

I legged it. That's what I did. I didn't hang around
to find out what he was reacting to. I run away
screaming to high hell.

Although you ran away you were stung and you required to

get treatment with iodine?
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That's correct, yes. That's what they used.

Can I then take you on,

'Alexander', to when you came to

leave St Ninian's. You tell us in your statement you

left in 19687?

That's correct.

By then you would be aged about 137

120

How much notice were you given that you were leaving?

Not very much notice.

Did you go back home?

I went back home, but that didn't last for far too long.

By this time my father had taken up with another woman

and she actually came with two of her own daughters.

So by the time I arrived home I may as well have

just been a ghost. He didn't even notice I was there.

My father wasn't there at the time, I might add. So

I went into what would be my bedroom, packed a couple of

clothings and went round the road, if you like, and

stayed at my uncle - and my aunt _

Did you tell either --

No, no, Colin, it's no good asking me. I told no one

anything. That's 50-plus years.

Having left St Ninian's,

what you tell us in your

statement is you got into a bit of trouble and you were

sent to St Joseph's?
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That's correct.

I think records might suggest that you went there in
- 1969 when you were still aged 12, would that be
about right?

That would be about right, more or less.

You begin by looking at the routine and you say it
wasn't too bad?

It was all right, yeah, yeah. But unfortunately a few
lads appeared, who were also at St Ninian's with me and
here again I am confronted with monks. So actually one
Saturday evening we went AWOL. We run away from the
place. We were arrested in Edinburgh. Placed in

a remand centre there and then from there I was
transferred to St Mary's, Bishopbriggs in Glasgow.
Insofar as St Joseph's was concerned, you are possibly
there for about four months or so, is that right?

I wasn't there very long.

Did you have any visits from social workers?

No, no.

Did anybody who might have been a board manager come to
visit the school?

No, no.

Any sign of any inspections?

No.

MACAULAY: My Lady, I am guite happy to carry on, I know
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my Lady would like to have a break --

LADY SMITH: How much longer do you think we need?

A. You can wrap this up, Colin. There's nothing else to
tell you about the other schools.

MR MACAULAY: I think you are probably right.

LADY SMITH: If you are all right for us to carry on for
a few minutes and then we can let you get away after
that.

Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: You went --

A. Colin, I hope I'm not offending you.

Q. Not at all.

A. Thank you, thank you.

Q. You went to St Mary's and what you tell us in your
statement is that you had no issues with St Mary's?

A. Absolutely no issues whatsoever.

Q. You go on to say:

'There was no comparison with St Ninian's. It
wasn't a bad place.'

A. Say that again?

Q. There is no comparison with St Ninian's, because it
wasn't a bad place?

A. No, it was fine.

Q. I think at this time, St Mary's, there had been

an involvement with the De La Salles, it was now being
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run by civilian staff?

That's correct.

You also went to Geilsland in Beith --

Just outside of Johnstone, a little wvillage called
Beith.

What I want to take from you in connection with
Geilsland is what you tell us at paragraph 63.
I'11l just read a bit out to you.

Please.

%1 Sad 55-choopptes with 5 vien LI <
first, his name was Mr ,

That is correct, a wonderful man.

I'11 just come to that. What you do is when you go into
his room you saw that there were putters in a stand and
you picked one up and I'll just quote what you said:

'I told him if he ever thought of using the belt on
me that this is what he would be getting. He was a bit
shocked and taken aback.'

Let's just step back a minute or two in time here. When
I arrived at Geilsland, once the lady had left it was
just myself and Mr in his office and he basically
gave me the rules of the place, you know, what vou can
and can't do, that type of thing. He said -- then he
opened his drawer and he took out a belt and he says

this is my corporal punishment, if you like, but from
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the left-hand side there was a bag with putters that you
use on the putting green.

I went over and I picked one up and I said, 'If you
ever think you're going to use that on me, I'll bend
this over your skull'. From that moment on, me and that
man became great friends. He was a remarkable man.
Indeed, you say that he was a mentor to you?

He was. He was. I should have listened, but I didn't.
You didn't, because I think after that you got into
trouble again, is that correct?

That's correct.

You were sent to Polmont?

That's correct.

You also spent time in Barlinnie Young Offenders
Institution, is that right?

That's correct.

After you had left care then, you have a section in your
statement where you talk about life after care and in
fact you moved in with your mother for a short period of
time?

A very short period of time, sir, yes, in Manchester.
You describe her as being a good person?

Yeah, yeah, I guess, she was all right. My mum was all
right. She was okay.

Sadly, I think --
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She died of emphysema. She dropped dead in front of me
in the front room.
Did you then spend quite a significant time in prison?
That's correct, sir.
I'm not going to look into the details of that.

What you do tell us is that you met a girl and you
had a son. What you say is:

'The proudest thing I have is my son.'

Is that right?
That's correct.
At paragraph 85, I just want to ask you about this,
because first of all you said you were an alcoholic for
a while --
That is correct.
-- but you have stopped drinking for quite some years
now?
Oh, yes, I have, yes.
What you tell us, at 85:

'I like to go travelling all over Europe and learn
a wee bit more about different cultures. In that way,
I'm beginning to find myself.'
Yeah, thanks to close friends of today. 1In fact, two of
them actually at the moment, one is in India and one is
in Chile at the moment, but usually when they go, they

like to take me with them. But recently because of

143



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

health I haven't been able to go too far, but
I've learnt a great deal because of these people.
The section headed 'Impact', paragraph 86:

'"I'm a little bit more analytical now. I think
looking back it made me disillusioned. The anger is
terrible.’

This is.

Do you still feel that anger?

Yes.

You have a positive note here, because you say:

'My days of being in courtrooms and prisons are
over. I just want to find something for myself so that
I don't feel this anger.'

That is your aim?

Yeah.
If we turn then to the section headed 'Lessons to be
learned' at paragraph 92, what you say is:

'I have done this today because I feel that it's
very important to let people know what was going on out
there. It's very important.'

It is very, very important what was going on out there.
I mean, as my life moves along, sir, in various

institutions, I hear this and I hear a little bit here
in different institutions, about other kids, not Scots,

here in England, who went through various things and
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have gone through the system, they themselves -- they
call it foster care. We in Scotland -- we refer to them
as List D, which surprised me with Ms Sturgeon's
statement, when she kept mentioning foster care.

I never heard her mention once List D schools, but on

a more personal level I thought that was a slap in the
face to these kids who were in Approved Schools.

What you do say in the next paragraph is:

'There has to be empathy and understanding. There
was no empathy in St Ninian's. They treated the kids
with callous indifference. It's sad because it was such
a grand place.'

It was. That is the sadness. It really is, Colin.

This could have been a private school. Just the wrong
people running it. They could have changed lives for
the better, but I can guarantee you the kids that went
in there were not the same kids that came out. They
came out different characters. That's the bottom line,
Colin. They did. It changed their lives forever, and
it could all have been so different. It could have been
so different, had everything had been going for it.

The way you put it in your statement:

'They had all of the ingredients in place but it was
the wrong people running the place.'

Correct, so, right, Colin.
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Can I take you to the second-last paragraph of your
statement, 'Alexander', 96:

'There needs to be more vetting. It has to be done.
Everything always comes down to the money factor.

You ask the question, and indeed you answer the
guestion:

'What is more valuable, the child or the money?

I say the child is more important.'

Well, Colin, as you know I've been to trial, yes, and
I was -- there were 15 jury members and I was given 15
guilties. I was given compensation of £100,000.
£75,000 I got, £25,000 went to the lawyers and the
barrister.

To this day, I've not even bought myself a pair of
shoe straps with that. Not spent a penny of it. I gave
it all away to my friends. ©Not a penny did I spend of
that money. Speaking to these two good people here,
left and right, I refer to that money as 'the devil's
money'. If I want money I'll make deal with the devil.
I don't want the money like this. This is tragic what
happened. That's the devil's money that was handed out
and I never spent a penny of that money and I'll leave
it at that, Colin.

Thank you for that, 'Alexander'.

Can I just say before we part company, I always say
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to the witness at the end that if there's something else
you would like to say in addition to what you've said
and answered my gquestions, feel free to do so.
The one thing I would like to see put in place in these
homes, foster care or List D, whatever, that from
whichever area they come from, like I was from Paisley
and there's myself, my brother and I can mention the lad
but I won't mention his name. Now, why didn't the
Social Services come maybe once every three months just
to see your progress? Why are these things not in place
anywhere? Oh they certainly weren't at St Ninian's.
Certainly wasn't at St Joseph's. Certainly wasn't at
St Mary's. Certainly wasn't at Geilsland.

The latter three I'm not bothered about, but
St Ninian's because of the age. You would have expected
somebody to come out from your area and I believe for
me -- I believe it was Renfrewshire City Council. They
are the ones that took me to the Children's Panel. Why
couldn't they send someone out to just see how these
kids are? Once every three months, 'How are you doing,
'Alexander'? How are you doing, -'

Just to make sure and see what kind of progress.
Get a written report from whoever, how is he doing,
how's he fairing up? That type of thing. That was

never in place at St Ninian's and I put money on the
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table anywhere in the world, that never happened.

I never saw that happen to any kid at St Ninian's
and I think that should be considered in all these
places. There should be something -- at least once
every three months, to make sure these kids are all
right. If they send somebody independently from their
area. Whoever put them there, i.e. Children's Panels or
whatever, to check up on these children, see how they're
doing and maybe they could cut this -- go straight to
the heart of the whole matter and get ... because these
people are bad.

I'm bad. I was a bad man in my life, but I've been
nothing like this and I've paid my debt to society, you
understand. I'm not muddying the waters. My life has
been what it has. I'm not going to be bitter and
twisted, but when it comes to St Ninian's, I do get
angry. I do get angry, but I do that in the wee hours
of the morning, if you like.

MR MACAULAY: 'Alexander', can I thank you for coming here
to answer my questions --

A. It's been a pleasure.

MR MACAULAY: -- and assisting the Inquiry.

My Lady, I can confirm that no questions have been
submitted to me to put to 'Alexander'.

LADY SMITH: 'Alexander', before we close the link I want to
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A.

add my thanks to you. I'm really grateful for
everything you have given us, both in terms of your
written statement and the frankness with which you have
given your evidence this afternoon, which has brought so
much of it to life.

It's sad in a way because you have told us about
a lot of distressing things and that can't have been
easy for you. Please, do know that you have added
considerable value to the work that we are doing here
and to the learning, which is so important.

I'm now glad to say you can go and you go with my
thanks.

Thank you very much, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Not at all.

A.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Mr MacAulay, if we have a short break now is

there a shortish read-in we can do after it?

MR MACAULAY: We had planned for that.

LADY SMITH: Good.

Before I rise, I think there are no new names.
I have a list but all the names on the list for the last
witness I have already mentioned today.

Thank you.

(3.22 pm)

(A short break)
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(3.31 pm)

LADY SMITH: Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, we will now have a read-in of the
statement of an applicant who wishes to remain anonymous
and use the pseudonym 'Peter', WIT.001.003.0535.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Peter' (read)

MS MACLEOD: 'My name is 'Peter'. I was born in 1953. My
details are known to the Inquiry.

I was born in the Gorbals area of Glasgow. My early
life was all right and the family moved to Maryhill in
the north of Glasgow and I went to a local primary
school, which I hated. There was no specific reason why
I hated school. I just didn't like being there and got
expelled at the age of ten for assaulting-
_ I was considered unruly, but the only
reason I assaulted her was when she started to assault
me across the legs with a belt. She was going crazy.

What had happened was that I had been told by the
best fighter in the school that he was going to batter
me. So I set about him and that was why we were going
to get the belt. He wanted to attack me because
I wasn't originally from the area and the gang culture
of the time meant it could be dangerous being in another

area.
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I remember going to Glasgow Sheriff Court but the
charges against me were dropped after my lawyer
countercharged_ for assaulting me with
the belt. Despite these charges being dropped, I was
still sent to remand school, which I think had something
to do with me allegedly stealing an old rusty hammer.

I was first sent to the assessment centre at Larchgrove.
It was a sign of the times that they sent you to these
places for next to no reason.'

Between paragraphs 7 and 13 the witness provides
evidence that he was aged 11 and sent to Larchgrove and
speaks of his experiences there.

Before going to St Joseph's in Tranent, where I will
pick up the statement at paragraph 14:

'I was collected in a minibus and taken to
St Joseph's in Tranent. I hadn't received any notice
that I was going, though I always knew I would be going
there because of my age and they had only been waiting
for a vacancy to come up before sending me there. There
were no children's hearings or anything like that before
I was transferred.

St Joseph's was out in the wilds and was an old
mansion with several floors. It was run by the
De La Salle Brothers and was all boys between 11 and 14.

I recall it was always cold and we always wore corduroy
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shorts. We were split into four houses, two of which
were De La Salle and St Joseph's. All in one building,
with another separate building for those preparing to
leave. I was in St Joseph's House.

There was a big yard and the place had small dorms
and a chapel which we sometimes went to at 2.00 or 3.00
in the morning. This could happen at any time if the
Brothers were displeased. We would be in our pyjamas
and barefoot. The floor was made of cobblestones and
was freezing and they would have us there singing hymns.
We'd go back to our beds after it and be knackered in
the morning. The first time it happened, I thought:
what's going on here? But it became the norm.

The Brothers lived in the same building as us, but
were apart from us. The ones I recall were

Brother (Al i and who was a big

Irishman who used to whack you over the head. I think

later given two years for abusing boys. I later read he
died in a car crash. They all loved their drink,
especially on De La Salle Day.'

In paragraphs 18 and 19 the witness speaks about the
routine.

I'll move to paragraph 20:

'At the weekends we went on more walks. We didn't
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go to school. We never really had any free time to
ourselves. The Brothers were always in control. They
would sometimes let us play in the yard, but as often as
not it was too cold, especially since we were wearing
short trousers.

You would have to scrub the floors and clean the
dorms. You also had to make your bed in a specific way
and if you did it wrong you would get a slap and they
would pull your bed apart and tell you to do it again.
Some of the boys worked in the kitchen and cleaned the
dining room.

There was a matron who I would say was in her late
50s, with white hair and wore glasses. She would give
you an aspirin or even stitch cuts. If you had flu or
something like that they wouldn't let you stay in bed.
They would just tell you to walk it off. I don't ever
recall seeing a doctor or a dentist. If you went to the
matron as a result of injuries you got from the Brothers
and told her how you got the injuries she wouldn't
believe you and would tell the Brothers what you had
said.

I think the teacher was an old woman, mavbe in her
50s with grey hair and glasses. I don't recall ever
learning anything and to this day my spelling isn't

good. Some of the other boys did learn but I wasn't
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interested and those of us who were like that were left
to our own devices. We were in classes according to
age.'

In paragraphs 24 and 25 the witness speaks about his
memories of Christmases and birthdays and also clothes.

I'll read from paragraph 26:

'We didn't have possessions of our own and we didn't
receive any pocket money. We didn't have toys or books
or access to TV. You couldn't bring anything back from
home as you were there to be punished. One boy brought
back a radio and it was taken from him and he got a slap
for it.

The Brothers used to take us to Forfar to pick
berries in the late summer and while there we would stay
in camp beds in big huts. One good thing about that was
they gave us Forfar bridies. I know that the Brothers
received money for all of the work we did, but we never
saw any of the money.

We would go to the chapel every day and sometimes in
the middle of the night. We would also be forced to go
to confession. I don't recall the priest's name. Some
of the boys were altar boys but they tended to be pets,
the Brothers' favourites.

I think we got home once a month for the weekend.

If you had been in trouble you would lose that

154



10

L3

LE

1)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

privilege. If you didn't go home you just went on the
usual long walks. Privileges could be taken away for
any daft reason, like talking in line or looking at the
Brothers in the wrong way.

My dad came to visit me once and he took me out for
the day to Edinburgh. My dad had just shown up out of
the blue and at first Brother wasn‘t going to let
me out because he could smell drink from my dad, but dad
said he would smash the place up it if they didn't let
me go with him for the day. Afterwards the Brothers
said that would never happen again.

No social workers ever came to check up on me and
I don't recall any official visitors. It was as if
I lived in a world within a world, cut off from
everybody else.

I didn't receive any letters from home and there was
no point in me sending letters home as the Brothers
censored any letters that any of us would send. This
meant that if any boy complained about a specific
Brother in a letter he would end up in big trouble, so
nobody did. I don't ever recall using a phone to call
home.

I ran away once from St Joseph's. Myself and
another boy were going to get the bus to Buchanan

Street. To get the bus back to St Joseph's, but instead

155



10

L3

LE

1)

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we went to his mum's house in Govan but she wouldn't let
me in. I went back home but my dad said he would have
to take me back, as he would go to jail if he didn't.

I was about 12 years old when that happened and when
I got back I got a beating, I think from
Brother andpunching and kicking me.
They said that if I ran away again they would murder me
and just tell everybody I had run away. The Brothers
telling us we would be murdered was a regular threat.

Bed wetting was never a problem for me. Those who
did wet the bed got dragged out of their beds and thrown
into a shower and had their beds ripped apart. In our
dorm it was Brother who was in charge and it
was he who would do that to the boys in our dorm that
wet the bed.

The attitude of the Brothers at St Joseph's was to
break you, not rehabilitate. It was a place that left
you feeling bitter when you came out of it. It was to
hammer you into the ground. There was a boy there who
was a grass. I had been in the place about six months

and I told him I was going to give him a slap and

Brother (Sl overheard me.

Brother [ then started punching me and
battering lumps out of me. I ran under a table tennis

table and he grabbed a wooden scrubbing brush then
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started battering me with it until he was exhausted.

I was holding onto the table leg and I genuinely thought
he was going to kill me. It was a terrifying
experience. I was left badly bruised because of it.

Brother was the most sadistic of the
Brothers and I saw him batter a lot of the boys. He
would grab us by the hair and punch us. He would punch
you on the head or in the face simply because he was in
a bad mood. He would also pick you up by the sideburns,
which was agony. That was one of the big problems with
some of the Brothers, their behaviour was unpredictable.

After the incident under the table tennis table
I was at home that weekend and my parents saw all the
bruises. They asked me what happened and I just told
them I had been in a fight, because I knew my dad would
have gone to the school and ended up in jail for
assaulting Brother .

I did eventually tell my dad about how
Brother had slapped me about the head. On the
Sunday my dad took me to Buchanan Street to get the bus
back to St Joseph's, which was being driven by
Brother My dad slapped him and warned him
about further assaulting me.

After that, things got worse for me.

GWM

Brother came from the Gorbals, at least he said
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he did, and he tended to take his temper out on me
because I told him I also came from the Gorbals. He
assaulted me on a regular basis throughout my time in
St Joseph's, both by punching me and kicking me. He
just regularly battered me.

There was one incident that happened during the day
when Brother got me into a room on the pretence
of saying sorry to me for the incident with the brush
handle. It might have happened in the cobbler's shop
where Brother worked. In the room at the time
was also Brother , the big Irish Brother.

The two Brothers grabbed me and Brother
stripped me. I tried to fight them off but there were
two of them and they were too strong for me. I was only
a kid. Without going into the details, the two of them
then sexually assaulted me. They raped me. I'm sure
the two of them were turned on by it.

That incident stayed with me all my life and has
caused me to have nightmares, night terrors, as a result
of it. The only other person I have ever told about it
was my wife, who would hear me screaming in my sleep.

It used to make me doubt my own sexuality, though I have
never been a homosexual.

I also thought that while I'm sure they sexually

assaulted me for their own pleasure, it was also just
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another way they had of trying to break me. After it,
Brothar told me that if I ever told my dad
about it I would be killed and my body would just
disappear and that there were many bodies in the field.

I know that some of the Brothers would take some of
the boys that grassed, their yes men, from their beds
and down to where the Brothers lived and rape them. The
rest of us could hear those boys crying. We knew this
because the boys would come back to the dorm crying and
we would ask what was wrong.

Most wouldn't say, but one boy did eventually say
that the Brothers had raped him. I don't remember that

boy's name. The Brothers I recall seeing taking boys

from their beds were Brother and
il

Brother was a crazy man and would often
just punch you on the face for no reason. The weird
thing was that he would try and be nice to you and then
batter you. He was unpredictable. He was like that
with all the boys.

I believed them when they said that they would kill
us, because sometimes a boy would suddenly just not be
there and when we asked where they were, the Brothers
would just tell us that they had run away. We didn't

believe that because people would have told us if they
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were thinking about running away.

I was 14 when I left St Joseph's. I recall that
they gave me a new blue suit, a shirt and new shoes.
I left simply because I had reached my release date.
I went in a minibus to the train station where they put
me on a train and that was it, I was out. Before

Gyz told me that that was

I left, I remember Brother
me in the big world, but if anything happened that they
could bring me back any time they wanted.

I went to a high school. I hated it and used to get
into a lot of trouble and they were going to send me

back to St Joseph's, but Brother at least

I think it was him, came out to see me. He said, "You
don't want to go back there. They'll kill vyou.

I'll fight to keep you out of there". He was talking
about St Joseph's and the Brothers who worked there.

I was only in schocl for a few months before I left with
no qualifications.

I worked in a bakery for about a year and then moved
to Coventry when I was 16. I worked in glass fibre
insulation for about six months. After that I spent
most of my life in and out of prison, until 1989 when
I got out after a long stretch. I didn't work again
when I got out of prison. My wife and I married in 1975

and we have three daughters.
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I get night terrors. My time in care led to me
having almost no education. It destroyed my life and
I struggled psychologically. I admit that I rebelled
but I had to do that to survive. That's what led me to
a life of being in and out of prison. I was never
a thief, but I was always angry. And if I was ever
threatened I would react. I feel that if I had not been
in those institutions my life would have been so much
better.

I've had depression and anxiety, especially after
coming out of prison, but I was only ever given tablets
for them. My time in care has never left me and is
constantly on my mind, especially at night.

My GP did send me for counselling but I was never
able to bring myself to tell them about my time in
remand schools. I have contemplated suicide because
I just wanted to get these things out of my mind.

I once broke down in front of my doctor and that
night a psychiatrist and a nurse came out to my house.
They thought I was suffering from PTSD and put me on
tablets.

I have never reported what happened to me in
St Joseph's to anybody. It's not something you want to
talk about, especially about being sexually abused.

I have never tried to get my records. I always
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assumed whoever was in charge of them wouldn't give them
to me but I would definitely be interested in getting
hold of them to find out why I was the places that I was
sent to.

Somebody should be held to account. Such places
should never have been allowed to exist. I am only one
of many who suffered abuse at their hands and all those
who suffered should get a chance to tell people what
happened. This is the first time I have spoken about
it, but there must be others who had harder times than
me who have never spoken of the abuse they suffered.

I think that's because they don't think people will
believe them.

That's why I am glad that this Inquiry is taking
place. It has taken a long time but at last people are
listening to us. I'm just glad to get the chance to
speak to people who are willing to listen to me.

I'm lucky that I had a mum and dad, but some were
orphans and didn't have any means of support.

I know the Pope has made an apology but it still
goes on. These people were supposed to be men of God
but to me they were just beasts. I stopped going to
church long ago as a result of what these people did to
me and others.

People looking after children should be vetted more.
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Their backgrounds should be thoroughly checked and
inspections of such places should be carried out
regularly. I would even suggest that hidden cameras
wouldn't be out of order in such places. Anything that
helps keep children safe should be considered.

I am just glad that the Inquiry is giving people the
chance to speak about their experiences and the awful
things that happened to them. It is important that such
people are given that opportunity. I was lucky that
I had a mum and dad, but many others didn't.

I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

The statement was signed by 'Peter' on
15 November 2019.

SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, that completes the evidence for today.

We have three witnesses lined up to give oral

evidence tomorrow.

LADY SMITH: Very well. Starting at 10 o'clock, I think?
MS MACLEOD: Yes, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: 1I'll rise now until 10 o'clock tomorrow

morning.

Thank you, all.
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(3.50 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am on

Wednesday,

17 January 2024)
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