


























































































































































































































1 A . It was quite strange to be in an institution for the 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

first time , like ttat . But when I looked around about 

me , all the other inmates , they were -- they knew what 

was happening . They knew the run of the place and you 

sort of got involved with the running of the place and 

that sort of settled you in a way . 

7 Q. In relation to the accommodation , what can you tell me 

8 about the building or buildings that made up Larchgrove? 

9 A . The dormitories were - - the dormitory that I was in , 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

they had maybe eigtt beds along one wall and maybe some 

along the other , but there was also a new wing in 

Larchgrove as well that had been built and I ended up in 

the new wing as well , but that was about maybe eight 

beds on each side of each dormitory . There was only 

three dormitories in t he new wing , but they were quite 

big , bigger than tte ones in the old part . 

17 Q . Was there a central building where you would congregate , 

18 for example for meals and so on? 

19 A . Yeah , yeah . 

20 Q. Was it a large establishment? 

21 A . I t was quite big . Well , as a child you woul d think it 

22 

23 

24 

25 

would be big, but if you were -- if I was to go back to 

it just now and the same environment it probably 

wouldn ' t look that big . But as a child everything ' s 

big . 
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1 Q . Was it all boys who were being accommodated? 

2 A. Yeah . 

3 Q. Did you form any impression as to how many boys may have 

4 been there when you were there? 

5 A. Well over 100 . 

6 Q. It had to accommodate that sort of number of boys? 

7 A. Yeah , because there was three or four wings full of 

8 dormitories . 

9 Q. Can I just ask you about t he staff . These were civilian 

10 staff? 

11 A. Yeah . 

12 Q . Who was - who was ~ 

13 A. There was a Mr - who was the-· 

14 

15 

I remember him very well . There was a few other men in 

charge as well . 

16 Q . You mention in your statement a Mr ~ 

17 a Mr - --

1 8 A. Mr - . Mr - was a schoolteacher , so he was . 

19 Q. You also mention a Mr Docherty . 

20 A. Mr Docherty was another schoolteacher . 

21 Q . Was the same staff the same the two times you were 

22 there? 

23 A . Sorry? 

24 Q. Was it the same staff who were there? 

25 A. All the same , yes . 
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1 Q. Did you wet the bed? 

2 A. Yes . 

3 Q. Was the dormitory that you were placed in specifically 

4 for boys who wet the bed? 

5 A. There was a few . Not i n Larchgrove . There was not 

6 

7 

a specific dormitory for that in Larchgrove that 

I remember , but other places there was , yes . 

8 Q. You go on in your statement to tell us about the 

9 

10 

routine , for examp l e , older chil dren went to work in 

work parties? 

11 A. Yeah . There was a garden party, there was schooling . 

12 

13 

There was other classes like -- maybe toy making or 

something like that , woodwork . 

14 Q. You at the age of 13 , did you go to school? 

15 A. Yeah . 

16 Q. You tel l us about bedtime and sometimes there would be 

17 fights between gangs of boys? 

18 A. Yeah . 

19 Q. Was there a gang culture there? 

20 A. There was a gang culture , yeah . 

21 Q. Would these fights take place in the evening? 

22 A. Yes . 

23 Q . Was Mr - your teacher? 

24 A. Mr - -- Mr illllland Mr Docherty, they had two 

25 different classes running at the same time . Maybe one 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

was for maths and one was for maybe geography or history 

or whatever the case may be . So if you were going for 

history, say, you would go to Mr Docherty ' s , if you were 

going for maths , maybe go to Mr - •s . I t would 

change through the week , every day of the week . 

6 Q. You have indicated the periods that you spent there 

7 

8 

9 

which are relatively short periods , but were you ever 

visited by a social worker during either of these 

periods? 

10 A . To be honest with you , I can ' t remember being in front 

11 

12 

13 

14 

of a social worker . There was one social worker who 

was -- I think maybe I ' ve seen him a couple of times 

before I went to the Larchgrove establishment , but 

I never ever seen him after that . 

15 Q . You have talked about bed wetting and --

16 A . My bed wetting didn ' t start until that happened in my 

17 

18 

primary school , because of what the nuns did to me . 

That ' s when my bed wetting started. 

19 Q . How did you find bed wetting was being treated when you 

20 were in Larchgrove? 

21 A . It was quite embarrassing , yeah . 

22 Q . In what way? 

23 A . Maybe with other inmates recognising what had happened 

24 

25 

to you and maybe saying this or that in regards to 

wetting the bed , just calling out to you and just names . 
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1 Q. You were being ridiculed by other boys? 

2 A . Yeah , yeah . 

3 Q. Can I just ask you what you mean by this in paragraph 48 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

of the statement, this is when you are l ooking at 

discipline : 

' I think the staff in there tried to be 

preventative . They would smack you if you were out of 

line . That happened to me a few times .' 

When you use the word ' preventative ', what do you 

mean? 

11 A . Maybe they were trying to be -- prevent you from getting 

12 into trouble , you know, things l ike that . 

13 Q . I do want to ask you about other things that happened to 

14 

15 

16 

17 

you when you were in Larchgrove and you tell us about 

that in your statement . 

In particular , you begin by saying 

a bad man? 

l was 

18 A . Yeah . 

19 Q . Can you just develop that for me? 

20 A. On a couple of occasions Mr - -- I ' ve seen him 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

doing it before with other children, before he came 

across me , recognised me as being in his class . 

They seemed to be all small children . He would 

l eave the taller ones he wouldn ' t mess about with the 

taller children . It was all small children that he 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

would keep back , wtile all the other children were gone . 

He would tell them to stay back , because -- and he would 

make up an excuse like your schooling has to be looked 

at , maybe you've made mistakes here and there and he 

would go through your jotters with you , but he would be 

sitting next to yoL . He would tell you to come to his 

desk and he ' d sit you down next to him, like that 

closeness and he ' d go through -- you ' re not doing this 

right . Then he would touch you and things like that . 

10 Q. What did he do to you , are you able to tell us? 

11 

12 

A. He would force 

occasions . 

te forced me to touch him on several 

13 Q. Are you able to describe that in any more detail? 

14 A . He forced me to toLch his penis on several occasions . 

15 That ' s really about it . 

16 Q. You say this happened on several occasions? 

17 A. Yes , yes . 

18 Q. Was he erect when this happened? 

19 A. Yes , he was . 

20 Q. You ' ve told us that you saw him keep other boys back? 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q. Would it always be just a single boy that was kept back? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. In your dormitory , were there a range of ages of boys? 

25 A . Yes . 
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1 Q. Was there an occasion when an o lder boy tried do 

2 something to you? 

3 A . Yes . 

4 Q. What happened? 

5 A . He started touching me , started touching my penis , 

6 

7 

8 

9 

grabbing my hand to touch his , you know, in a sexual way 

and that went on for a while until , you know, I would 

really make a move to stop him from doing it and then 

there would be violence after that . 

10 Q. Would you fight with him? 

11 A. Yeah . 

12 Q . To stop him? 

13 A. Obviously , he was a bigger boy, do you know what I mean , 

14 

15 

16 

he was quite well -- I was only, I don ' t know how you 

would describe me , but I was quite a sma l l kid , a small 

structural kid . 

17 Q . This was a bigger and older boy that was trying do this? 

18 A . Yeah , yeah , yeah . 

19 Q . In relation to how staff behaved towards boys, 

20 

21 

particularly if boys were fighting and so on , how did 

staff behave towards such boys? 

22 A . On one occasion I seen -- no , on a couple of occasions 

23 

24 

25 

I ' ve seen boys figtting with staff , big boys , bigger 

boys obvious l y and they were quite serious , the fights 

that I ' ve seen witt these guys , these boys , with the 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

staff and then the other staff woul d come up and grab 

the boy and take t t em - - there was a cell . There was 

a cell in Larchgrove that they put these people into , 

you know, a separate cell , just for one person , whatever 

the case may be . 

They kept them there until they were going to 

transfer them . These kind of guys got transferred to 

a nother insti t u t i o~ right away, like Longri ggend or -­

you know, another closed unit that coul d handle 

a certain person better . 

11 Q . Were these v i olent occasions when you saw these events? 

12 A . Yeah . 

13 Q. Did you witness --

14 A . Yes . 

15 Q. You tel l us that you were never viol ent , you kept 

16 yoursel f to yourself? 

17 A . Yes . 

18 Q . After you had been out of Larch grove , did you then get 

19 

20 

back i n to trouble and were you remanded to Howdenhall 

Assessment Centre? 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q . You ended up in Howdenhall for about 17 weeks or so? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. Although essentially it was a p l ace where it ough t to be 

25 a short er period of assessment? 
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1 A . Yeah . 

2 Q. Do you know why it took so long for you to --

3 A . They were waiting on a space at an Approved School , 

4 

5 

which took so long . That ' s the reason why i t took so 

long . They were waiting on a space for me. 

6 Q. What sort of establishment was it? 

7 A . Howdenhall? 

8 Q. Was it a more modern- type building than Larchgrove? 

9 A . I would say it was very similar to Larchgrove , the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

building, as far as the building was concerned. It was 

quite similar . It looked more relaxed to me than 

Larchgrove . It was more open . Some of the staff were 

really good . 

14 Q . Can you tell me numbers wise how many -- I think it was 

15 all boys again --

16 A. No , no , no there were girls as well . 

17 Q . How many were then , boys and girls? 

18 A . There wasn ' t many . There was quite a reduced number of 

19 boys and girls at Eowdenhall at that time . 

20 Q. You mention in your statement at paragraph 67 you 

21 thought there might have been about 20 to 30 boys? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 Q. A fewer number of girls , was it? 

24 A . Yeah , yeah . 

25 Q. When you went there first of all , who was in charge? 
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1 

2 

who was in charge . He was quite 

a regimental type of guy . 

3 Q. during your time? 

4 A . Mr Larson . 

5 Q. I ' ll come to see why 

6 

7 

Are you still wetting the bed when you are at 

Howdenhall? 

8 A . Yes . 

9 Q . Was the regime different there to what it had been at 

10 Larchgrove? 

11 A . Yeah , it was a totally different regime . It was more 

12 

13 

14 

relaxed . You had a good c l assroom and the teacher 

there , an old Mr Moyes, he was brilliant, so he was . He 

was really good . 

15 Q . You go on to tell us in your statement , the way you put 

16 

17 

it is , ' Things were okay to begin with , then they 

started to go wrong '. 

18 A . Yes . 

19 Q . What started to go wrong? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A . Me and two other children I was always musically 

minded as a child , because I used to listen to t he radio 

when me and my mother were in the house ourselves and 

I used to watch the television . I used to watch The 

Beatles at the London Palladium back in 1963 and so 

I had all this music in my head and I always liked to 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

to cut a long story short , me and these other two boys , 

it was only three of us in the dorm and these two boys , 

if I can remember right , I ' m sure they came from another 

home, you know , like Quarriers , I ' m sure they were 

transferred from Quarriers Homes to Howdenhall . 

I ' m sure -- I definitely met two boys that was there 

anyway from Quarriers . 

The two boys anyway that were in my dormitory, we 

were singing one night and it was about 12 o ' clock at 

night but we were singing very I don ' t think we were 

singing loud . We were singing quite low, because we 

knew all the other children in the dormitories , they 

would be sleeping and the door opened and t his Mr liillll 
came in and he says , 'Come on , out , the three of you '. 

We had these thin worn out striped pyjamas on , you know, 

cotton , all washed out and very thin . You could put 

your fingers through them . 

He has told us to come out in the corridor and all 

the lights were out , except for maybe one light or 

something like that, like a bulb or something . So it 

was quite dar k and he told us to there were tiles on 

the floor and he ' s told us to line up on this line , the 

three of us , and then they told us to touch our toes and 

he had a school strap, you know, the leather ones? 

25 Q . It was known as the ' tawse '? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

A . 

Q. 

A . 

Q. 

A . 

Yes , with the tongs , and he leathered our buttocks with 

them a few times , which created black and blue welts . 

Was he coming down with some force? 

Yes . 

Can you describe , was he 

He was a very tall man . If you can imagine a tall man 

coming down on a young child who was very small and his 

buttocks are there and he ' s leathering one after the 

other , just unstoppable force coming down from his 

shoulders and I remember looking round at the same time 

as if to say, when is he going to stop , you know what 

I mean and he'd go to the other boy and I would be lying 

on the floor in agony . 

14 Q . Were you crying? 

15 A . Yeah , I was screaming . 

16 Q. And the other boys? 

17 A . They were the same . They were the same . And he told us 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

to get into dormitory and I remember him saying , ' You 

could have woke up all the other children by singing ', 

and I ' m saying , well if he ' s saying we could have woken 

up , what has he just done? You know what I mean? It 

was like as if he is contradicting himself against us , 

do you know, by saying that . 

24 Q. Did you te l l me a moment ago that you had marks of 

25 injury , particularly on your 
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1 A. Welts , black and blue welts across my buttocks and 

2 

3 

I think the two boys -- something happened anyway and 

the police got involved . 

4 Q . Can you tell me what happened then when the police got 

5 involved? 

6 A. The police came in . They took the three of us to , 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

I think it was either - - I don ' t know if it was maybe 

Edinburgh High Court building or something to do with 

photography, a police photography building and they took 

photographs of us and a couple of days later Mr -

was sacked on the spot , so he was . He was told to leave 

the job . I don ' t know, still to this day , if he was 

charged with anything or ... I ' ve tried to archive , but 

I ' ve never been able to find anything . 

15 Q . Was this then when Mr Larson ~ 

16 A. Yes . 

17 Q. Did Mr Larson ask you to go to his office? 

1 8 A. Yes . 

19 Q. What was his reasoning behind that? 

20 A. He had told me it when he took me to his office , he says 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

because I was the only child from Gl asgow in this place . 

All the rest were from East Lothian or other and 

Edinburgh or other p laces outwith and he sat me down and 

he says , listen , he says , ' What happened to you is - ­

nothi ng like that is ever going to happen to you again 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

as long as I ' m here '. 

He says , 'You ' ll be looked after ' . He said so 

I don ' t want you to worry about anything like that 

again . You know, words to that effect . 

5 Q. Did he apologise? 

6 A . He apologised to me for what happened, yes. 

7 Q. Thereafter , did you have a sense that he was looking out 

8 for you? 

9 A . Definitely . Every day for 17 weeks after that and he 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

used to come into -- there was a common room where we 

all sat and played draughts or chess , there was 

a snooker table , there was a pool table . It was called 

the common room, where all the children would all 

congregate and there would be a number of staff there 

looking after the children as well in this common room . 

He would come in every day, because he did a round . 

He always walked about the place just to make sure -- he 

would always come up to me and say, ' How are you? Are 

you okay? ' You know , every day he would , without -­

never a day went by without him asking if I was okay , 

you know what I mean . He was quite caring that way and 

I got on great with him , you know, he was a good guy . 

23 Q. In the early period when you were at Howdenhall , you 

24 mention another civilian, Mr ll'lt 
25 A . Mr llillll. 
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1 Q . What happened in connection with Mr 1111!1? 
2 A . Mr 1111111 to me when I look back on it , I felt as if - -

3 

4 

5 

6 

Mr 111111 was a sort of a guy that was maybe ex-military 

as well , it was as if something had went wrong in his 

life and he was maybe taking it out on children . That's 

the only way I can describe this guy . 

7 Q. What would happen? 

8 A . I mean, children are children at the end of the day . If 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

he heard a child swearing , like he did with me, 

I would I got into an argument over maybe a chess 

game or a draughts or whatever the case may be and 

I would swear , you know , saying a swear word and Mr 1111111 
would hear it and he would just lash out at you and --

14 Q . How would he lash out at you? 

15 A . With his hand . 

16 Q. Which part of your body? 

17 A . Here . (Indicated) 

18 Q. The side of your face? 

19 A . Yeah . 

20 Q . The side of your head? 

21 A . Yes . And it would be a full force , but if you ' re 

22 

23 

a child thinking you ' re on a chair , you ' re going on the 

floor , which I did . 

24 Q. Did this happen to you on more than one occasion? 

25 A . I think maybe two or three times . 
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1 Q. Did you see if he did this to other boys? 

2 A . He did it to other children as well . I ' m sure he did , 

3 yes . He was quite strict that way, so he was . 

4 Q . Then coming back to Mr Larson , the way you describe him 

5 

6 

7 

in paragraph 106 is : 

' He was the perfect kind of person to be working in 

a care institution , because he cared for the children . ' 

8 A . Yes . Can I just say something? 

9 Q . Of course . 

10 A . The scenario with Mr 1111111 happened - Mr Larson 

11 - · 
12 Q. I understand that . That ' s why I was going to take you 

13 to paragraph 108 , because you say there that --

14 A. I didn 't mention to Mr Larson about Mr lllllll's carry on . 

15 Q . Nevertheless what you tell us at 108 is that Mr lllll 
16 never hit you again after Mr Larson - -

17 A . That ' s right . 

1 8 Q. -- was in harness? 

19 A . That ' s right . Because it was if he seen that Mr Larson 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

was coming to me every day and asking me if everything 

was all right , so that ' s probably why Mr 1111111 -- plus 

the fact I had sort of calmed down after it as well , 

because of what had happened to me with Mr - So 

I wasn ' t a sweary child anymore . It was if as if I was 

thanking Mr Larson for maybe understanding and 
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1 because -- I mean , I put my hands up to the type of 

2 person that I was , the child I was and I was quite 

3 unruly as a child . 

4· I ' d run away from home , from Glasgow to Edinburgh 

5 and that ' s the reason why I ended up in Howdenhall . 

6 LADY SMITH : Is it pos~ible also , ' Neil ', that the Larson 

7 

8 

regime , if I can call it that , was just a better regime? 

Everybody behaved better , incl uding the other staff . 

9 A . Definitely . It was i f Mr Larson had got the staff 

10 

11 

together and told them, ' This is the way this place is 

going to be run' . 

12 LADY SMITH : And set a better example himself? 

13 A . Oh , definitely . 

14 LADY SMITH : Possibly? 

15 A. Yes . 

16 MR MACAULAY : Then , after Howdenhall and the lengthy period 

17 

18 

you spent there as it turned out , you were sent to 

St Joseph ' s? 

19 A . Yes . 

20 Q . You have a date for that , where you tell us you arrived 

21 at St Joseph ' s on 1970? 

22 A . Yeah . 

23 Q . You were still 13 at that time? 

24 A . Yes . 

25 Q . As we know , St Joseph ' s at that time was being run by 
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1 the De La Salle Brothers? 

2 A . It was known as an intermediate residential 

3 establishment . 

4 Q. Insofar as the accommodation is concerned, it was 

5 a large establishme nt? 

6 A . Yes , to me it was , as a child , yes . 

7 Q. When you went there , were the dormitories in the main 

8 building? 

9 A . Yes . There was actually a main building and there were 

10 

11 

two cottages , nort~ and south , which also had 

dormitories i n them . 

12 Q . When you went there , did you go into a dormitory in the 

13 main building? 

14 A. I went into a dormitory in the main building to start 

15 with . 

16 Q. Was the establishment , if I can call it that , divided 

17 into four separate houses? 

18 A . Yes . 

19 Q . You would be housed in one of these? 

20 A . I was -- I was in the De La Salle House . 

21 Q . How many boys were in each house? 

22 A . So I would say 20-odd . 

23 Q. There were quite a number of boys there altogether? 

24 A . Definitely . 

25 Q. It was all boys were you were there? 
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1 A. All boys . 

2 Q. The age range , can you remember? 

3 A. From 12 to 14 . 

4 Q. Were you still wetting the bed --

5 A. Yes , I was . 

6 Q. Was there a particLlar dormitory that accommodated those 

7 who wet the bed? 

8 A. Yes , the first dormitory that I was put into wasn ' t 

9 

10 

11 

a wet- the - bed , but as soon as they found out that I wet 

the bed I was transferred into this other dormitory 

which was just for wet-the-beds . 

12 Q. Did that dormitory have a name? 

13 A. Yes . 

14 Q. What was that? 

15 A. Killiecrankie . 

16 Q. How were bed wetters t reated at St Joseph's? 

17 A. They weren't treated in a bad way , with other children, 

18 if that ' s what you mean? 

19 Q. Yes . 

20 A. It was quite an accepted thing , because some of the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

people who were in the wet- the- bed dorm were children 

that were well got and who had -- t hey could -- they 

were well known in the establishment and they were also 

well known on the streets . 

25 Q. Why did that make a difference? 
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1 A . From the families that they came from , they were 

2 

3 

respected by other criminals , but maybe , you know, in 

that regard . 

4 Q . Let ' s look at the staff for a moment or two , ' Neil '. 

5 

6 

You say in your statement that 

you were there , was Brother 1:11111' 
7 A. Yes . 

8 Q. You describe him as a very strict , but fair man? 

9 A. Yes . 

when 

10 Q. Did each house that we talked about , have a housemaster? 

11 A. Yes . 

12 Q. Who was your housemaster? 

13 A. Mr-. 

14 Q . That was a civili an? 

15 A . Yes . 

16 Q. Did any houses have a Brother as the housemaster? 

17 A . Yes , there was a Brother llllllllll who had St Andrew ' s 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

House . 

I think Brother Benedict had Columba ' s or 

St Ninian ' s House . 

I was in the De La Salle House , who was Mr - • s . 

He was the head of that . There was four houses . 

23 Q. You have mentioned a couple of Brothers there , 

24 

25 

Brother Benedict and you have talked about Brother lilJIII. 

In your statement you mention another Brother , 
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1 Brother liliillll!I? 
2 A. Brother lillllllll-
3 Q . Brother ffl=t• 
4 A. Brother flllll, Brother _ , Brother - · 

5 

6 

7 

8 

There was a Brother - who nobody ever saw. He 

was kept away from everybody in the top of the main 

building somewhere . He was looked after by the Brothe rs 

for some reason or another , he was old and --

9 Q. He had nothing to do with the running of the 

10 establishment? 

11 A. He had nothing to do with the running . 

12 Q. Can I ask you a little bit about the dail y routine , 

13 

14 

15 

' Neil '. Let ' s look at the mornings . 

How are you managed in the mornings when you had to 

get up? 

16 A. You got up , you made your bed , you went down to the main 

17 

18 

hall . Obviously they probably did a count of each hall 

. . . each house . 

19 Q. Would somebody come to wake you up in t he morning? 

20 A. Yeah . 

21 Q. Who would do that? 

22 A. Either one of the Brothers or one of the housemasters . 

23 Q. In the evening then , when it was bedtime , how was that 

24 managed? 

25 A. Everybody was sent to their dorms at a certain time. 
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1 Q. Who would be involved in the management of boys going to 

2 bed? 

3 A . Either one of the r.ousemasters or one of the Brothers . 

4 Q. You tell us about schooling and in particular you 

5 

6 

identify a Ms Reynolds , who you say was a great class 

teacher? 

7 A . Yeah . She was good . She played the piano . She was 

8 

9 

good with the piano , so she was . She used to have 

singing lessons . 

10 Q. That appealed to you because of your interest in music? 

11 A . Yeah , yeah . 

12 Q . You may have covered this already and I want to be 

13 

14 

clear , did you get any visits at all while at 

St Joseph ' s from a~y social worker? 

15 A . I can ' t remember . 

16 Q. But you would get r.ome leave to go and see your family? 

17 A . Yeah , yeah . 

18 Q . You go on to talk about abuse at St Joseph ' s . You begin 

19 

20 

by telling us about Brother Benedict and that he used to 

run an electronics class? 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q . Can you just describe that for me? 

23 A . Brother Benedict was more of a joker than I would say 

24 

25 

an abuser , because he looked upon his abuse as a joke . 

He thought he was joking all the time and he used to 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l augh at it, the way he laughed at it . I don ' t know if 

this g u y was insane or whatever . 

But whenever I used to look at him and how --

I always go -- I don ' t even know what t h e saying meant 

at the time , b u t wt en I look back on it from today t h e 

way he used to -- he would pull tricks on you , so he 

would . He woul d make you touch things t hat give you 

a n e l ectr ic s h ock or he would grab you by t h e s i des o f 

the hair and l ift you right off the grou nd and just drop 

you . 

He was very strict , Brother Benedict , i n certain 

ways and other ways he was -- there was definite l y 

something wrong with the guy . 

14 Q . If we look at the electrical s i de . What d i d he do as 

1 5 far as you are concerned? 

16 A . He had these contraptions . He gave them nicknames , so 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

he did , these contraptions that he used to build . And 

he woul d tell you t ow to do it and he ' d make you touch 

this or someth i ng like that , that gave you an electric 

shock . I can ' t remember the exact details of it , but it 

was a ll a game . I t was a big game to Brother Benedi ct . 

It was as if he was j ust p u lling some sort of 

a score over you , you know what I mean , j ust to teach 

you a l esson or something l ike that . 

25 Q. When these electric shocks were deli ver ed , would other 
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1 boys be there with you? 

2 A . Yeah . 

3 Q. What would the set-up be , how would you have set up? 

4 A . I t was like a benct . There were benches , so there was . 

5 Woodwork benches . It was a classroom, so it was . 

6 Q. Would there be times when you were asked to hold hands 

7 with each other? 

8 A . Yeah . 

9 Q . Why was that? What was the purpose behind that? 

10 A. It was just to create the shock treatment . So that the 

11 

12 

transfer of the electricity would transfer from each 

person . 

13 Q. Would there be a boy at each end who had --

14 A. That did happen on one occasion that I can remember , 

15 

16 

17 

with the classroom, with t he holding the hands , but 

again , as I says at the start , he was more of a joker to 

me than an abuser . 

18 Q . Were the shocks painful? 

19 A. I wouldn ' t say they were painful . I'd say they were 

20 

21 

like just a -- just like maybe if you ' ve touched a live 

wire then you get a shock off it . I t ' s like that . 

22 Q . How long would this 

23 A . You would pull away quite rapidly from something like 

24 that , you wouldn ' t prolong it . 

25 LADY SMITH : Were you able to pull away easily? 
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1 A . Yes . 

2 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

3 MR MACAULAY : Did Brotr.er Benedict have a nickname? 

4 A . Yes , he did . 

5 Q. What was that? 

6 A . Bootsie . 

7 Q. You do mention in your statement that he was a very 

8 violent man in the way he manhandled and punched boys? 

9 A . I ' ve seen him being violent , yes . 

10 Q. Can you describe tr.at for me? 

11 A . That was -- on certai n occasions , I didn 't see a lot of 

12 

13 

it coming from him , but what I did see was quite 

violent . 

14 Q . What did you see? 

15 A . I' ve seen him puncr.ing , grabbing children with the hair 

16 and swinging them about and stuff like that . 

17 Q . You mentioned the lifting up off the ground? 

18 A . Yeah . 

19 Q . Did that happen to you? 

20 A . Yes . 

21 Q . Was it painful? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 Q. How would you describe the regime? 

24 A . I thought it was quite a tough regime and after i t I was 

25 like that , I was wondering how -- I mean to survive 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

you are only a child remember and to survive such 

a regime like that is - - I used to think that it was 

something else , that it was ... you were lucky to 

survive , because of -- because of what happened . If you 

come out of it a stronger person . 

6 Q. We ' ll come on to some other aspects of what happened to 

7 

8 

9 

you in a moment . If I leave Brother Benedict aside and 

look at something that happened to you on the b u s . 

Can you tell me what happened on that occasion? 

10 A . Children again all carrying on on the bus -- St Joseph ' s 

11 

12 

13 

had the old bus they used to transport you from East 

Lothian to the old Buchanan Street Bus Station, back in 

the day . 

14 LADY SMITH : Buchanan Street , Glasgow? 

15 A . Yes . 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

It ' s not like the new one , ma ' am . It was more like 

a taxi rank, so it was . And they used to transport you 

there . Drop you off . You would go down Buchanan Street 

and get the subway home and then come back at the end of 

the weekend and they would take you back and sometimes 

they would take you here or there , take you runs , maybe 

out to Port Seton, Berwick-upon-Tweed , Gullane Sands , 

out for the day, a day ' s run here . Take you to some 

establishments like - - there is a monastery somewhere , 

in Edinburgh somewhere , I can ' t remember the name of it , 
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1 it was where all the nuns were . 

2 Q. Was there one particular occasion when the boys were 

3 being noisy? 

4 A . Yeah , they were a l l carrying on and there was this guy, 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Mr _ , he was a teacher , he taught there , and he 

just lashed out at me . I was just sitting there 

quietly . I wasn ' t carrying on or anything l ike that . 

I ended up in there with a perforated eardrum because of 

the violence of the slap that he gave me . 

10 Q. Were you in pain for quite a period of time? 

11 A . Yeah . 

12 

13 

Q . Can I ask you about another Brother , Brother f§l=te 
anything happen in connection with Brother f❖!ttt 

14 A . Yes, we were carrying on -- I was in one of the new 

Did 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

wings , one of the ... south cottages or something , north 

or south cottage at the time , I had left the main 

building and we were carrying on , we were having a carry 

on in the dormitory and he came in and give me a few 

punches here and there . 

20 Q . Did that happen once or more than once? 

21 A . To be honest, I can ' t really remember about how many 

22 times Brother f§l=•ffl ·-1ould be like that , so it could only 

23 have been the once . 

24 Q. Did you see him striking other boys? 

25 A . Not that I can remember . 
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1 Q. Would he be saying anything to you when he did t h is? 

2 Was he saying anything? 

3 A. I can ' t remember what he actually said. He did say 

4 

5 

something , but it was too l ong ago to remember what it 

was . 

6 Q. Another Brother I want to ask you about is 

7 Brother - did you come across Brother -

8 A. Yes , I did . He was like Brother Benedict, so he was , in 

9 his attitude towards t he children . 

10 Q. Can you explain? 

11 A. This guy was totally insane , definitely . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Brother - had been transferred from St Ninian's 

Approved School for being totally violent to children in 

that school . Thi s is what I ' m hearing . This is what 

all the children heard about Brother - so I don ' t 

know if there ' s any truth in this . 

17 Q. How did he behave towards boys at St Joseph ' s? 

18 A. Very violently . 

19 Q. Can you just describe what happened? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. He would be he was another brother who would grab you 

by the side of the hair and lift you just like one side . 

He was very strong man , so he was , Brother _ , but 

he would look at you with these mad eyes , so he would , 

and he was quite frightening . He was quite 

a frightening-looking man . They had these cassocks on, 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

these black cassocks t hat went right down - - you 

couldn' t see their shoes , you know what I mean , but 

there was a swing to them as well . There was -- and 

with the white collar here . So it was l ike -­

reassembled a nun ' s habit , but obviously not that , just 

the collar , with the black smock . 

7 Q. You have mentioned the lifting then with the sideburns . 

8 Did you see him do any other 

9 A. Yes , he was violent with his fists as we l l . 

10 Q. Did he hit you? 

11 A. I thi nk Brother - hit me a couple of times . 

12 Q. Did you see him hit other boys? 

13 A. And other boys . 

14 Q. With fists? 

15 A. Yes . 

16 Q. If a boy misbehaved or there was fighting could you be 

17 sent to 

1 8 A. Yes . 

19 Q. Did that happen to you? 

20 A. On a couple of occasions . 

21 Q. Were you being sent there to be punished? 

22 A. Yes , you got the strap . 

23 Q. Where would you get the strap? 

24 A. Depending on Brother lill whatever mood he was in, and 

25 I still say to this day that I liked Brother lill 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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8 

9 

I thought he was ar. okay Brother , because he was fair in 

the way -- if you were figh ting , then you deserve some 

sort of a punishmer.t I would say, you know what I mean, 

but i f you pulled away your hands t hen h e would strike 

you across the legs o r beca use you wore s ho r ts in t he 

Approved School . All the children had shorts on , so 

they did . So your legs were bare and he woul d hit you 

across t h e legs wi th t h e strap i f he couldn ' t get you 

e l sewhere . 

10 Q. Did that happen to you? 

11 A . Yes . 

12 MR MACAULAY : My Lady , that ' s coming up to 3 o ' c l ock . 

13 LADY SMITH : Would that be a good place to break? 

14 You will remember , ' Neil ', I said earl i er I normally 

15 take a break at this time , if that woul d work okay for 

16 you we ' ll do that just now . 

17 Five or ten mir.utes . 

18 (3 . 00 pm) 

19 (A s hort break) 

20 (3 . 10 pm) 

21 

22 

LADY SMITH : 

you . 

' Neil ', I hope the break was of some he l p to 

23 A . I had a cup of tea , ma ' am . 

24 LADY SMITH : Good . I t oped you woul d . Are you ready for us 

25 to carry o n ? 
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1 A . Yes . 

2 LADY SMITH : Mr MacAulay . 

3 MR MACAULAY : My Lady . 

4 

5 

6 

7 

When you were in the Killiecrankie dormitory , was it 

gowns you wore in bed? 

A . Yes , they were 

gowns ' . 

we used to call them ' Willie Winkie 

8 Q. Was there a particular Brother who would come into the 

9 dormitory to c heck the beds? 

10 A . Yes . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Q . 

A. 

Q . 

A. 

Q . 

Who was that? 

Brother li!iil-

Was liliilll short for ---What would he do? 

16 A . He wou l d check every child ' s bed to see if they were 

17 wet . 

18 Q. Can I just ask you to describe , look into your own 

19 experience , what he did? 

20 A . He would always -- he would give you a little -- he 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

would touch the bed to see if you were wet , then he 

would wake you up and he would tell you to be quiet , so 

that you didn't waken up any of the other children . He 

would tell you to get out of bed , take your wet sheets 

and he would take you to a shower room where there was 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

a linen cupboard a~d he would make you shower and he 

would be standing there while you ' re showering . 

And he would watch you and he would eventually take 

you to the linen cupboard to get you a new gown , and new 

sheets , clean sheets to make up your bed again . 

6 Q. When he felt the bed would he touch you? 

7 A . Yes , he did . 

8 Q. What part of the body would he make contact with? 

9 A . Your penis and --

10 Q. Was there any reason why he would have to touch your 

11 penis? 

12 A . No . 

13 Q. Once you had your ~ew nightgown , would you then go back 

14 to the dormitory? 

15 A . To start with , yes . 

16 Q. Did that change? 

17 A . Yes . 

18 Q . What happened? 

19 A . On several occasio~s he would make you touch him, the 

20 touching went on for over a year . 

21 Q . When you say he would make you touch him? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 Q. Where would you have to touch him? 

24 A . His penis . 

25 Q. Carry on . 
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1 A . I mean , this went on for a year , although the touching 

2 

3 

4 

of him didn ' t goo~ for that amount of time , but him 

touching you went on for over -- nearly over a year , 

every night . He would touch you between your legs . 

5 Q. Was that in the bed? 

6 A . Yes . 

7 Q. What about out of the bed when you were -- had had your 

8 shower , wou ld there be any touching then? 

9 A . Yes , he would touct you then , when you came out the 

10 shower . 

11 Q . Where would he touch you? 

12 A . Everywhere below, your penis , your backside . 

13 Q. When you had to touch his penis , did he have 

14 an erection? 

15 A . Yes , he did . 

16 Q. Did he ejaculate? 

17 A . I can ' t remember . 

18 Q . The touching of you went on I think you said for a year 

19 or so , whereas the touching of you of him --

20 A . That was irregular . 

21 Q . What was your reaction to this behaviour? 

22 A . As a child , I knew that it was wrong . I knew that it --

23 

24 

25 

to me it was sometting that was never going to come out 

in the open . It was never going to be known about . It 

was going to be forgotten about . But that ' s not the 
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2 

3 
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5 

6 

case . That was never the case , because the other 

children that it happened to in that dormitory with 

Brother - they were going through the same as me, 

because as soon as I went back to sleep he would go on 

to the next bed . I fell asleep very quickly , as far as 

I can remember . 

7 Q. Did you see him take other children --

8 A . On several - - on several occasions I did see him taking 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

other children , so I can ' t say that I witnessed what 

happened . I can only witness what I have seen, because 

I knew that he would be touching the children again , the 

same as what he did with me and if they were wet , he was 

taking that child with him to go through the same 

procedure as what I went through with the shower , the 

changing of the bedding , whatever happened there I can ' t 

say, because we never ever - - the children never ever 

discussed it between each other what actually happened . 

It was kept - - you didn't want to . You were embarrassed 

to say things that something had somebody had done to 

you or made you do or , you know, coerced you into doing 

something that you didn't want to do. 

22 Q . Did you, so far as these episodes with Brother liliilllll 

23 

24 

are concerned , mention these to anybody during your time 

at St Joseph ' s? 

25 A. No . 
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1 Q. Can I also ask you about Brother -

2 A. Yes . 

3 Q. What can you tell me about Brother -

4 A. Brother - was - - he had to do with some of the 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

records of some of the children . He used to stand 

outside his office when the children were all playing in 

the playground at football , because there were hundreds 

of footballs there and there was always a race to get to 

the football basket to get a ball to play with. 

Sometimes that ended up in a scrummage with all the 

kids , but Brother - would -- obviously if you 

were new to the establishment then he would know which 

child was new and what children were new and he would 

have a list of them . He would call you in, these -- he 

would call you in to go through some records , like 

whatever the case may be . 

17 Q . Did that happen to you? 

18 A. Yes , it did . 

19 Q . Can you tell me what happened once you were in his 

20 office? 

21 A . Brother - was a touchy- feely Brother , so he was . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

He was always putting his arms around you , even in the 

yard , he would put his arms as if he was just carrying 

on with you, but he was a touchy- feely sort of 

a Brother . 
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1 

2 

3 

When he got you into the office he would sit you on 

his knee . He was like that . And he was -- the exact 

same as what happened with Brother lillllll happened with 

4 Brother - . 

5 Q. What did happen? 

6 A . He made me touch him . 

7 Q. Did he have an erection? 

8 A . Yes . 

9 Q. Do you know if he ejaculated? 

10 A. I can ' t remember . 

11 Q. What about you , did he touch you? 

12 A. He woul d put his hands round, up between my legs . 

13 Q. As far as this happening to you would be concerned, did 

14 this happen once or more than once? 

15 A. With Brother - I think it only happened the 

16 

17 

once with Brother-· I ' m sure it only happened 

the once . I can ' t remember . 

18 Q. Was that early on in your time at St Joseph ' s? 

19 A. Yes . 

20 Q. Did you see him summon other boys to his office? 

21 A. Yes . 

22 Q. Would these be boys who were perhaps just newly there? 

23 A. Yes . 

24 

25 

I knew it was going on in the whole establishment . 

I knew that Brother 11111 knew what was going on in the 
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1 establishment . 

2 Q. How did you k now that? 

3 A . It was if they were running the establishment the way 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

they wanted . Brother lililll was the type of guy who 

would -- you would see him at his office window all the 

time , every day , looking down on the playground , looking 

what was going on . If someone was running away , trying 

to escape from the establishment , there was certain 

prefects who were established by the Brothers , because 

they were tall , big and strong . 

11 Q . Were they older boys? 

12 A. Older , maybe by a year or so , but tall and big and 

13 

14 

15 

structured . More like the bullying type of boy , as far 

as -- most of the establishment were kids that were 

smal l , sma l ler than them, much smaller than them . 

16 Q. Did you experience anything then from the prefects? 

17 A . Yes . 

18 Q. What happened to you? 

19 A . The exact same thing that would happen with 

20 Brother liliall and Brother - . 

21 Q. Did that involve sexual acts? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 Q. Were these sexual acts that you had to perform on them? 

24 A . Yes . 

25 Q. Where did this happen? 
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1 A. What they would do -- I mean, personally, I tried to 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

escape a few times . I made it to Glasgow on a couple of 

occasions to escape from all the abuse that was going on 

in the school . 

They would chase you . If you were seen to be 

escaping by the Brothers , they would automatically 

the Brothers , who were always in the yard , there was 

always a few Brothers or civilian teachers there as well 

in the yard and they would send the prefects out to run 

after you and bring you back . 

11 Q. Did that happen to you? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 Q. What happened when that 

14 A. Before they would bring you back they would force you to 

15 have a -- to perform sexual acts on them. 

16 Q. Are you able to describe what happened? 

17 A. They would get you to masturbate for them . 

18 Q . When you say 'they' , would there be more than one? 

19 A. More than one prefect? 

20 Q. Yes . 

21 A . Yes . 

22 Q. Engaged in this activity at the same time? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q. How often did that happen to you? 

25 A . Just a few times , a couple of times . 
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1 Q. Do you know if this happened to other boys? 

2 A . Yes , on a daily event , more , yeah , definitely, maybe 

3 

4 

a couple of times , several times a week , maybe three or 

four times a week . 

5 Q. Was this well known within the school? 

6 A . It was well known and I know that for a fact that 

7 Brother 1111 knew what was going on . 

8 Q. How can you say t hat? How do you know that? 

9 A . I t ' s just the feelings I had . When I l ook back on it 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

and I can see the way the regime was being r un and 

Brother 111111 knew the prefects were there to run . He 

didn ' t need to use his staff . He knew . It was if he 

knew that the brothers knew that these prefects were 

breaking down the hearts of these young kids , so that 

they could be abused by them as well. 

That ' s just my personal feelings on it. That ' s the 

way I seen the outlook on it . 

1 8 Q. When you ran away on occasions did you , as i t were , get 

19 away? 

20 A . Yes , I did . 

21 Q. I s it the occasions that you didn ' t get very far that 

22 

23 

this behaviour would occur, because the prefects would 

catch up with you? 

24 A . Yes . 

25 Q. Was that the same with other boys? 
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1 A. Yes , yes . 

2 Q. When you did get away, would you then be eventually 

3 caught by the police? 

4 A . Yes , yes . 

5 Q. Di d the police ever ask you why you had run away? 

6 A . Never . 

7 Q. Di d you ever offer to tell them why you ' d run away? 

8 A . Do you know, I can ' t remember ever offering to tell them 

9 

10 

and, to be honest with you , I don ' t think they would 

have listened to you . 

11 Q. Were you punished then on your return? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 Q. Who punished you? 

14 A. Brother 1111 
15 Q . What was the nature of the punishment? 

16 A. The strap . 

17 Q. Was that on the hands or the bottom? 

18 A. Both . 

19 Q. Was that over trousers , if it was the bottom? 

20 A. Yes , trousers , the shorts , on the legs . 

21 Q. You say at paragraph 168 : 

22 

23 

24 

25 

' The Brothers there were bad people , except 

Brother 1ii1111 who didn ' t do anything sexual and was 

strict but fair .' 

You say that you believe that Brother ii1ill knew that 
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1 improper behaviour was going on? 

2 A. I know it sounds contradictory to what I'm saying , as 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

far as he was being a fair person, a fair -- there were 

two sides to the guy . He was fair in some aspects and 

I can see where you ' re coming from there and I know it 

sounds as if he was cruel , he was cruel to be unfair in 

other aspects with the sexual side of things that was 

going on and I do it ' s me personally , I feel -- me 

personally I feel as if he knew . 

10 Q. You tell us that you were in St Joseph ' s for about 

11 a year and you were released in - 1971 , just before 

12 you were 14? 

13 A . Yeah . 

14 Q. I think when you went home you were out of care , but you 

15 go back into Larchgrove , is that right? 

16 A. I went back into Larchgrove for a period of time , 

17 I can ' t remember how long . 

18 Q. Was that essentially so social work reports could be 

19 obtained? 

20 A. For an another Approved School report . 

21 Q. You have told us about what happened previously with 

22 Mr - Was he still there when you went back? 

23 A . He was still there , but I don ' t -- I can 't remember 

24 

25 

anything happening on the second occasion , sexua l ly or 

anything like that. I don 't think anything happened 
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1 then . 

2 Q. In any event , you ended up in St John ' s Residential 

3 School in Glasgow, is that right? 

4 A. Yes , it was right next door to Larchgrove . 

5 Q. You would be about 14 by then? 

6 A. Yeah . 

7 Q. Although I think we do know it was run by the 

8 De La Salle Order? 

9 A. I t was prior to civilian 

10 Q. But it was civilian run when you went there? 

11 A. Yes . But it was Brother lillll actually was at St John ' s. 

12 Q. Before St Joseph ' s . 

13 A. Before he went to St Joseph ' s . 

14 Q. Then you tell us that you were running away and caught 

15 

16 

and you were reprimanded in Perth Prison for a few 

weeks? 

17 A. Yes . 

18 Q. How old were you then when you were in Perth Prison? 

19 A. I was 15 . 

20 Q. That was a new experience for you , because now you were 

21 with adults? 

22 A. I was still a juvenile , but St John ' s refused to take me 

23 

24 

25 

back . I appeared at Dundee Sheriff Court because I had 

run away . When I ran away from St John ' s I went to 

Dundee , with another boy from Dundee and he got caught 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

first and then I got caught and we ended up in 

Perth Prison in the untried wing . We were only 15 years 

of age , in amongst adults , adult prisoners , because 

there was nowhere else they coul d put us seeming l y . 

I don ' t know . But I was there for several weeks , until 

I turned 16 . 

7 Q. Were you then sent to Polmont? 

8 A. I was sent to Polmont Borstal , yeah . 

9 Q . I can tell you that Polmont has already been looked at, 

10 

11 

12 

because it was part of the previous chapter in this case 

study . 

My Lady, that was on 15 November last year . 

13 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

14 MR MACAULAY : You also spent time in Barlinnie I think ; is 

15 that correct? 

16 A. Yes . 

17 Q. What age were you then? 

18 A. I was a young offe~der . So that would be maybe 

19 

20 

1973/1974 . I was still under the age of 18 . I was 

a young offender . 

21 Q . You also, I think , ended up in Glenochil ? 

22 A. Yes . 

23 Q. Again , that part of your statement has been looked at 

24 and read into the evidence . 

25 A. Yeah . 
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1 Q. Did you start to use heroin? 

2 A . Yes , I did . 

3 Q. Were you for a while in and out of prison? 

4 A . Yes . 

5 Q. You tell us in your statement that you stopped getting 

6 involved in crime over 20 years ago ; is that right? 

7 A . Yes . 

8 Q. You have been off drugs for something like 20 years as 

9 well? 

10 A . Yes . 

11 Q . In fact , what you do tell us , at paragraph 234 , is that 

12 

13 

around 2011/2012 you were working for the us army in 

Kuwait? 

14 A . Yes . 

15 Q. What sort of emplo~ment did you have there? 

16 A . I was doing class 1 driving with armour-plated trucks . 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

They were like -- they called them ' HETS ', it was like 

short for ' Heavy Equipment Transporter Trucks ' . What we 

were doing was goi~g to the Iraqi border , picking up 

tanks that had bee~ IEDed , or any other kind of vehicle , 

maybe an MRAP personnel carrier , other forms , maybe 

a Humvee that had been bombed or IEDed and we would 

transport them to another military camp , Camp Virginia 

or Camp Arifjan , wtich was in Kuwait , and we woul d take 

them back and they would be transported -- we ' d 
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transport them to a cargo airport in Kuwait and they 

would go back to tte States in one of those big 

transporter planes . 

As far as I was led to believe with the other 

Americans that I worked with , civilian Americans , who 

were ex-military, they were all good lads , they were all 

broken down again and put back together again and all 

the vehicles would be sent back out , whether it be 

a tank or whatever the case may be . 

10 Q. If you can pardon my ignorance , IED? 

11 A . IED is a bomb , I ttink it ' s short for ' incendiary 

12 device '. 

13 Q. Looking at that section of your statement where you talk 

14 

15 

16 

17 

about the impact being in care has had on you and the 

abuse you have suffered, what you say at 236 is : 

' I think about the abuse I suffered in care nearly 

every day of my life.' 

18 A . Yes . 

19 Q . Is that the case? 

20 A . Yes . 

21 Q . You go on to say: 

22 

23 

' The abuse and what happened to me in care tore away 

my identity completely.' 

24 A . Yes . 

25 Q. ' I lost any idea of who I was or what my life was all 
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about . I don't know if I was coming or going or what 

was right or wrong .' 

3 A . Yes . 

4 Q. I s that your own feeling about that? 

5 A . Yes . 

6 Q. You tell us at 242 that you never reported anything to 

7 

8 

9 

the pol ice or anyore : 

' I only started speaking about the abuse in the last 

year .' 

10 A. Not in the last year --

11 Q . When you gave the statement , which was in 2021? 

12 A . Yes . I spoke to someone called - t he first phone 

13 call that I made , and 

14 Q . Phone call to whom, 

15 A . Sorry? 

16 Q. Phone call to whom, 

17 A. The not Redress , the Child Abuse Inquiry team . 

18 Q . Ah , to us . 

19 A . Sorry . Her name was - and she was really good and 

20 when I was explaining -- talking to her and explaining 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

to her what had happened to me and I was saying that 

I was sorry and she was saying , ' It ' s not you that 

should be sorry, it ' s the people that abused you that 

should be saying sorry '. But she was really kind , so 

she was , and understanding . 
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1 Q. Was that the first time you spoke about the abuse? 

2 A . Yeah , yeah , and it had been probably in the back of my 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

head for all those years , and it was quite difficult to 

tal k about it , you know , when I was talking to _ , 

but I 'm glad that I spoke to her , you know, and 

I ' ve managed to get a lot of things off my chest and out 

of the back of my tead that had been buried there for 

years . 

Some of the things that I never wanted to remember 

about -- I didn ' t want them to come out , do you know 

what I mean, and ttere ' s still stuff there that I ' ve not 

spoke about . 

13 Q. If we look at your final thoughts in your statement , 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

' Neil ' , at 246 and 247 , you say: 

' The supervision of people who l ook after children 

shoul d be very detailed . Their records and history 

should be looked at in detail so that there is no room 

for paedophiles to work with children and escape 

justice . ' 

You end up by ~aying : 

' I would hate to see what happened to me happen to 

any other child, because it is soul destroying .' 

That is your message , I think , to us , isn ' t it? 

24 A . I t ' s soul destroyi~g every day when you see i t , whether 

25 it be on the news or even to this day and you see kids 
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being abused and kids dying and all the rest of it and 

it ' s -- it is totally soul destroying . It ' s a shame 

that people are left in these -- are allowed to be in 

these establishments and it ' s still going on today . 

I mean , let ' s be honest about this . This is still 

happening in one way or another , you ' ll always get them . 

You 'll always find your paedophiles somewhere and 

they ' ll always abuse children . 

They ' re all over the world, so they are . You ' ll 

always get them . It is heartbreaking . I ' ve got seven 

grandchildren and I know what I would probably --

I would probably e~d up doing a life sentence if 

anything happened to them . That is the way I feel about 

i t . 

15 Q. Thank you for that , ' Neil '. Is there anything else you 

16 would like to say to the Inquiry? 

17 A. I would just like to say a big thank you to the Inquiry , 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

everybody that ' s i~volved in it , Lady Smith , and 

everybody else , all roundabout , who are working hard to 

bring this to the attention of everybody . 

I could have went on about other abuse that 

happened , but I ' ve just not got it in me to talk about 

it , but I ' m sure you can all imagine what it would be . 

But I would just like to say thanks . 

25 MR MACAULAY : Thank yo~, ' Neil ', for coming here and 
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2 
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answering my questions and telling the I nquiry what 

happened to you . 

My Lady, no applications have been submitted for 

questions to be put to ' Neil '. 

5 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

' Neil ', you have already provided a detailed written 

statement , which is valuable evidence to the Inquiry and 

you have faced up to coming here today to talk in public 

about some of what is in your statement and that ' s been 

enormous helpful . I ' m really grateful to you for being 

able to do that . My thanks to you and now I'm glad to 

be able to let you go and rest for the rest of today , 

because I ' m sure we ' ve drained your energies quite 

enough this afternoon . 

15 A . Thank you , ma 'am. 

16 (The witness withdrew) 

17 LADY SMITH : Just before we return to the read-in that we 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

broke off before t he lunch break , some other names which 

might be new, Mr _ , Mr - Mr -

Mr Docherty, , Mr Larson , Mr Moyes , Mr 11111 
Mr - and brothers - and lll'III, a l ong with 

Ms Reynolds were mentioned during that witness ' s 

evidence and they are not to be identified outside this 

room, not at this stage in any event. 

Now, we return to the read-in . 
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1 MR MACAULAY : I think there is time , my Lady , for t hat to be 

2 done . 

3 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

4 

5 

We left off just as we were approaching 

paragraph 137 . 

6 MS MACLEOD : We did , my Lady . 

7 ' Ray • (read) (continued) 

8 MS MACLEOD : Just for the transcript , this is t he statement 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of ' Ray ' at WIT . 001 . 003 . 0771 and I will begin from 

paragraph 137 , page 27 , when the witness was being moved 

from St Philip ' s School to St Joseph ' s School in 

Tranent : 

' It wasn ' t that far from Coatbridge to Edinburgh but 

to a kid it seemed like miles . I went to St Joseph ' s 

when I was just 14 years old . I stayed there for a few 

months in 1974 . 

St Joseph's was another big , old conversion of 

a mansion . There were three storeys . There were a lot 

of grounds . It was all boys in St Joseph's . There were 

about 60 to 80 , so it was a big p lace . There were a lot 

of younger lads and some older . There was a lot of 

civilian staff . I never really got to know the place . 

was at St Joseph ' s and , because of that , 

I ran away . 

I was taken to St Joseph ' s in a car by Mr McTaggart . 
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Mr McTaggart said to me I ' d have a hard time getting 

home from this place . We were met at St Joseph ' s by one 

of the Brothers . He might have been the head . I felt 

all right going to St Joseph ' s until I realised it was 

run by the De La Salle Brothers again . I realised 

straightaway when I saw the robes and the collar . 

I didn ' t get any explanation about the routine or 

discipline at St Joseph ' s . I had to find out about it 

for myself. I couldn ' t believe it when I got to 

St Joseph ' s and was there . He had been 

transferred out of St Ninian ' s . I don ' t know why . 

told me where I'd be sleeping . My clothes 

were taken off me and I was given school clothes . 

We slept in dormitories . There were five or six 

boys in my dormitory . We were the same age , 13 or 

1 4 years old . There were rooms all the way along a big 

corridor . I don ' t know who was in charge of what . One 

day a Brother would come up in the morning . He would 

tell us to get up , get washed and dressed . The next day 

it would be civilian staff . There were individual 

showers . 

We got up and went down for breakfast on the bottom 

floor . It was the holidays so there was no school . You 

could play in the grounds . The food was okay . You 

weren 't forced to eat it . picked a few lads 
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to go in his car to the beach . One time , he picked me . 

There were six of us lads i n t h e car . I was in the 

back . We had a coLple of hours out of St Joseph ' s to 

where the Rangers footballers trained at Gullane . There 

were n o days o ut or big coach trips . One o f the monks , 

an old boy , had a dog . He let me take the dog o ut to 

the grounds and to Prestonpans . 

I t seemed to me that t h e r e was l es s discipl i ne t h an 

there was at St Ni~ian ' s . You got pocket money at t h e 

weekends , you could buy sweets with it in the t u ck shop 

at St Joseph ' s or ~pend it if you were out . If you did 

something wron g you didn ' t get didn ' t any pocket money . 

I didn ' t see any smacking of boys by the staff or 

Brothers . 

The Brothers didn ' t force religi on on you . I d i dn ' t 

do any chores at St Joseph ' s . 

I didn ' t have any visits from family or Mr McTaggart 

at St Joseph ' s . We didn ' t write letters to family . 

Social wor k got yoL out of the way and washed t heir 

hands of you . Mr McTaggart saw me once in over a year . 

The Brothers l et me out for the weekend , one of the 

Brothers drove me down to my a u nty and uncle in 

Coatbridge , I can ' t remember his name . The Brothers 

made me promi se to come bac k . That time I d i d go back . 

The Brother who drove me was decent . He was t he onl y 
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one who gave me any advice . The Brother said to come 

back , keep my nose clean and a few month s down t h e line 

I could be released from St Joseph ' s . He said I could 

be my own man aga i n . 

I ran away twice from St J oseph ' s . The reason I ran 

away was because was at St Joseph ' s , 

I didn ' t want to be near or among Brothers 

again . The first time four or five of u s abs conded from 

St J oseph ' s . The staff chased us over fields . The 

Brothers got farmers to get tractors to catch us . We 

got i nto Edinburgh and spli t up . 

I stol e a car and I got caught by t h e pol ice and 

taken back to St Joseph ' s . The police didn ' t bother 

asking why I ' d run away . The police didn ' t have a word 

with the peopl e at St Joseph ' s . They should have done . 

The pol ice should have been finding out what was goi ng 

on and why so many lads were running away . The police 

took you back and that was you out of their h ands . 

When I got back , t he Brothers were scowling at me 

a nd not talking . No one sat me down and asked why I had 

run away . I stayed for a f e w weeks , then I got h ome 

leave for the weekend . I went back to St Joseph' s after 

home leave that time . 

The second time I ran away I stole a car and drove 

back t o Coat bridge . The police caught me , a message 
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came from the police station and I ended up in 

Longriggend Remand Centre . If I had been asked then why 

I was running away , I would have told somebody . I would 

have told them I was being ill treated at St Joseph ' s . 

Nothing abusive happened to me at St Joseph ' s . 

stayed away from me at St Joseph ' s , I was 

older and wiser and not a ten- year old l ittle boy . 

I knew what t hat was about . 

tried to make friends with me . 

me , he 

was 

a bit wary in case I said anything about St Ninian ' s , he 

tried to give me his 12-string guitar , I said I didn ' t 

want it . He was always sniffing about the boys . 

was a sexual predator , I knew t hat from 

St Ninian ' s . 

I think abuse did go on at St Joseph's. There was 

a little guy from Fife who ran away with me , I can ' t 

remember his name . He wanted to run away because of 

something to do with he didn ' t say anything 

specific but I knew what he meant . was 

always around him, shouting at him, telling him to come 

over . There was obviously something sexual going on . 

The little guy was properly traumatised . I felt very 

sorry for him . I said I ' d get him back to his folks in 

Fife and we ran away . 

Me and the wee guy from Fife ran away . I had just 
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turned 14 years o l d . We stole a car in Prestonpans . 

I ended up back in Coatbridge stealing cars , hanging 

about with mates , staying in their houses and drinking . 

I got caugh t by the pol ice.' 

Between paragraphs 155 and 159 the witness speaks of 

his time in Longriggend . 

Between paragraph 160 and 205 he speaks of his t i me 

at Rossie Farm . 

Between paragraphs 206 and 209 he speaks of his l ife 

after care . 

I will move to paragraph 210 , where he looks at the 

i mpact h i s t i me i n care has had on his l ife : 

' My time in care has shaped and defined my life . 

The abuse has obviously really affected my life . 

I' d never really t t ough t about it unti l recently . Now 

I ' m thinking about it a l l the t i me . My l ife ' s been 

hell . Being in and out of borstal and prison was my 

l ife . Being l ocked up was all I' d ever known until 

I met my wife a nd tad three kids . I still get into 

trouble with t he police for silly thing s . 

Subconsci ous l y you are institutional ised by being in 

care , you have always been told what to do and wh en to 

do it . You get used to that . Nobody sat me down once 

to as k me why I was running away . I f somebody h ad sat 

me down and gained my trust I probably would have told 
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them about the abuse and they could have acted on it . 

They could stopped the abuse and resolved the issues . 

When I was a lad , if anyone showed an interest in me 

I would wonder why they were doing that . Deep down 

I needed a role model , someone to model my life on . 

I was taken out of normal society and put into 

a different world . I had to adjust to that worl d as 

best I could . 

The way I was treated in care , beginning at Smyl l um, 

made me anti-authority . I hated anyone in positions of 

authority . Even t~ough I knew I was going to end up in 

prison or a police station, I' ve a l ways hated prison 

officers and police . 

All the education I ' ve had has been in places of 

care . My educatio~ has been basic stuff , it ' s not been 

fantastic . The jobs I ' ve had have all been manual 

labouring jobs . I ' ve no skills . 

I've never had any counselling . I tried tal king to 

a counsellor in prison and it made me worse . I was i n 

tears and the coun~ellor said she had someone else to 

see in five minutes . I had to put on a stiff upper lip 

and walk out . I ' m not seeing a counsellor again . 

I ' ve started civil action for compensation . My 

solicitors are Drummond Miller in Glasgow and they ' re 

getting my social work records . 
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The pol ice contacted me whil e I was in prison about 

a year ago and asked if I would speak to them about 

Smyllum . I was curious . The police came to the prison 

to talk to me . The pol ice only want hard , cold facts 

that t hey can act on . There was no sympathy o r a nyth ing 

like that . I told the police about Smyllum. 

I mentioned St Ni nian ' s and they sai d t hey h ad c l osed 

that i nquiry . 

At the t i me I didn ' t understand how speaking to the 

police was g oing to affect me . The police probably 

didn ' t underst and either . The pol i ce left me in a mess . 

The pol ice said to the prison staff that I might need 

a bit of counselli~g . The prison staff said they wou ld 

sort that out . I was sent back to my cell and there was 

no hel p . I didn ' t come out of my cell for four or five 

days . I didn ' t co l lect any meal s . Not o ne person came 

to ask if I was all right . Speaking to the police 

opened up a can of worms . 

No adult s hould hit a s mall child , especially when 

you are a small and vulnerable child in care . Social 

Services s houl d l ook at the reasons a c hild has e nded up 

i n care . The family should have helped too . 

The system sho~ld be more structured in the way 

children are p l aced , especi ally smal l c hi ldren . Staff 

shoul d all be properly vetted . Thi ngs s h oul d be put in 
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place to assess the child , their mental state and 

intelligence . 

When a child does something wrong , the staff should 

explain to them what they ' ve done wrong and the 

consequences of that . Staff should be looking for ways 

to help the child r.ot punish them . I was just a number . 

Children should be involved in reviews about their care . 

I wasn ' t involved in any reviews . 

Whenever problems start for children who are in care 

systems should be put in place to address the problems . 

There should be unannounced spot checks by officials to 

make sure nothing untoward is going on . 

I have no objection to my witness statement being 

published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry . 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are 

true .'. 

17 ' Ray ' signed tte statement on 27 November 2019 . 

18 LADY SMITH : Thank you very much . 

19 

20 

I think that ' s enough for today . We have a witness 

in person at 10 o'clock tomorrow morning , do we? 

21 MS MACLEOD : We do , yes . We have three witnesses in total 

22 tomorrow . 

23 LADY SMITH : Three witnesses in person tomorrow . Thank you 

24 

25 

very much . 

I ' ll rise now ~ntil 10 o ' clock tomorrow morning . 
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