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was still getting into trouble. He was running away
from home, and he was set about by older boys. His nose
was broken, he had a concussion, and he was in hospital
for a few days.

He then told the police that it was his father who
had done that, and that was a lie. He was then taken to
a children's home. That was primarily because he was
absconding and running away, and he told the police he
had made it up about his father.

He said to the social work that he was running away
from home just to stay out later. He didn't let on
about his dad assaulting him now and then, because he
didn't want to get him into trouble. His mum and dad
didn't know what to do and they agreed to put him into
care.

He was then in a children's home in Lanarkshire.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He was back at home for about a year, and he carried

on at the day IT Centre, but was still committing
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his parents, to be trusted not to run away. He says he
didn't tell anyone about what had happened and he didn't
want anyone to know, and he was too scared to mention it
anyway .

In relation to restraint, at paragraph 75, he names
a staff member called QCMM and he says:

' always grabbed my hair and pulled me forwards
by the hair while the others held my arms. Then they
walked me to the cell. The staff took your clothes off
you while they held you before they put you in the cell.
They put you in the cell, just in your underwear. Once
or twice, I was allowed to take my clothes off and give
them to the staff.’

Then after the three-month order was up he went back
to the Children's Panel and he had a good report from
the staff at Kerelaw and his mum wanted him back home
and he was taken off supervision just before his 16th
birthday.

He says it was bittersweet when he left. He says it
was his friends that he didn't want to leave and it was
the first time he had had friends his own age group.

After he went back home, he said he was glad to be
back home -- this is from paragraph 77 -- but he was
still stealing. His dad would throw him out for not

paying digs and bringing the police to the door and he
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punishments and restraints.

I think thereafter he was sent to a children's home

in Glasgow,

and that was between 1993 to 1994. He says

he was 13 years old at that time. He talks about that

from paragraph 44.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He thinks he was at that place for about a year, but

he's not sure,

and he was briefly for a few weeks at

another children's home and then he went to Newfield

Assessment

paragraphs

away from there,

him back.

Centre in

55 and 59.

1994, He talks about that between

He says he was always running

and the police would find him and bring

He was getting into trouble. There were more

Children's Panels for new charges and offences, and he

was only there for a few months.

Then the decision was made that he would go to

Kerelaw. He talks about Kerelaw from paragraphs 61 to

98, and the timeframe he says 1s 1995 to 1996.

At paragraph 77 of his statement, he talks about

discipline at Kerelaw, and he says that the staff used

restraints.

He says:

14
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'It would depend who it was, whether it was
reasonable or excessive. If you got into an argument
with one of the staff, they might throw you about for
a bit before they put your arms up your back and sat on
you. That happened to me but I wasn't badly injured

KBE was one of the ones

from it, just sore.
who would throw you about before sitting on you.'

Then he talks about abuse at Kerelaw from
paragraph 78 and he says that he was terrorised when he
was in Kerelaw by staff and pupils and his experience
wasn't good there.

At paragraph 79 he talks about being in maths class
and carrying on with another boy. He was told to stop
by the teacher but carried on. He can't remember the
teacher's full name but knows that it's and
admits that sometimes they would antagonise the teacher
to make him kind of growl, and then he says:

'One time I antagonised him, he pinned me against
the wall with a table, then dragged me over the table,
and threw me across the classroom. It was probably my
own fault but he was a teacher, so thinking back it
wasn't really OK what he did. I wasn't injured by that
incident but I got a shock. The other kids were
probably shocked as well. After he did that

called me a "wee bastard" and threw me out of the
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times when he would try and show you things but he would
hurt you.

Matt George would always hurt people with arm locks
and hitting pressure points. He would grab you at
pressure points and put you down, or grab your head and
do things in a certain way to put you down by just
touching you. He would do it until you screamed. He
wasn't doing that all the time in class, Jjust on
occasions. He did that to me to two or three times.

I saw Matt George hitting a few other people as
well. Matt George actually hurt a couple of people,
including me, with some of the things he did. There was
one boy called [he names him]. Matt George twisted his
arm up his back. I think he nearly broke his arm
because [the boy] had to walk about with his arm in
a sling for a week or so. I was in the class when that
happened.

In Kerelaw it wasn't always serious assaults but it
was brutal a lot of the time. 2 lot of the abuse
happened in the unit rather than the classrooms. There
was one time I was in the shower and was
telling me to get out. I didn't want to, I was standing
there washing. I told him to fuck off. He dragged me
out of the shower, naked, and dragged me along a long

corridor. I had carpet burns on my back and my

17
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backside. He gave me a lot of verbal abuse and put me
in my place.

KBE assaulted me a few times. There was
one time that me and another boy were in the process of
running away. We sneaked in the office window and stole
the petty cash. It had all the kids' pocket money in
it. We ran away and I got caught and was sent back to
Kerelaw.

When I went back it was hek and

who met me and they were all nicey nicey.

said, "Sit down son. I just want to

talk to you". So I thought everything was all right.

shut the door and as soon as he did

that, he lifted me off my chair and threw me against the

wall. was outside when that happened.

then sort of ragdolled me about.

I wasn't badly injured by that, but I was scared of

. The other staff members knew what was

going on. They could have done something to prevent

that from happening again, but they never.'

He then talks about a time when they went on holiday
to a lodge in Dumfries and Galloway, and he says there
was about 12 of them that went. He said that the staff
were always drinking at night and would bring booze with

them.

18
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He says -- this is at paragraph 87:

'That night, we went in to go to bed but our beds
had been terrorised. The staff had poured coffee and
cereal on our beds and they were soaking, so we couldn't
go into our beds. We thought it was just a joke but the
next night me and other boy [he names him] went upstairs
to go to bed, we walked into the room and
KBE and another member of staff,

KBD , were pissing on the beds we slept in.

The boy I was with [he names him] started cracking
up. He said it was out of order that they were doing
that. It was one thing to have a carry on with the
cereal but not pissing on the beds. The staff had
a drink in them andgrabbed [he names
the boy] by the throat and headbutted him. He burst his
nose and he ended up with black eyes as well.'

He then comments that the other member of staff that
KBD

was involved in pissing on the beds,

wasn't assaulting any of them, but he was involved in

0

At paragraph 90 he says:

' was one of those ones you didn't
want to step out of line with. If someone was doing

something like that to my child, I would go mad. &S

wasn't assaulting people every day but if anyone stepped

19
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out of line would deal with them. I witnessed
KBE being violent towards people several
times. The other staff were aware of it. They were
complicit in it.

The other staff weren't violent in the sense of
battering you, but they would do things. For instance,
they used to take us into the gym for a game of football
or something. There was an unofficial rule that before
you got a game of football you had to have a game of
murder ball. Sometimes they used medicine balls, other
times the staff were using golf clubs to hit golf balls
at us while we were running about trying to avoid being
hit.

The murder ball didn't go on for too long. It went
on until the staff were satisfied or someone had been
hurt enough. I was hurt sometimes when they did that.
I don't remember someone being hurt to the extent that
they were badly injured, Jjust getting the wind knocked
out of them, or getting a blow on the kidneys. There
were a few different staff who did that. I can't
remember all of their names but it would always be the
same kind of ones like and , who
was from another unit. I can't remember his real name,
I think he did boxing.

would also do something that he thought was

20
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place, and the couple who adopted him and his sister
were a lovely couple, but there were real difficulties
whilst he was with them. He had anger issues, and they
didn't understand how to cope with him and his sisters.
He had problems with bed-wetting whilst he was there,
and he was always running away. They tried to keep him
and his sister together but his sister ended up going to
a children's home. He thinks he was 10 or 11 when they
were separated and she was about 13. He was left behind
with his adoptive parents, but he wanted to be with his
sister, and he thought that keeping them together was
meant to be part of the deal.

He ended up at Children's Panels quite a lot, and
was running away. Police were always looking for him
and he ended up being put into a children's home, and he
thought the children's home was Jjust a stepping stone
for him to get back to his sister.

He talks about the first children's home from
paragraphs 27 to 59. He says he was 12 or 13 when he

went there and he was there for about a year and a half.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be publishe

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

he was put into Kerelaw, and this

was in 1996, and I think he would have been about 13 at
that point, my Lady, or thereabouts.

He talks about Kerelaw from paragraphs 64 to 120.

At paragraph 70 he tells us about some of the staff
that he recalls from there. He says:

'"The staff that stick in my mind were [BS
KBS , Matt George, who I think was a
manager in Millerston, Matt George was an art teacher
but he also covered staff on my unit and was a key
worker, he was too involved with everybody. There was
another rugby player type called from Fleming Unit
and he used to punch us for fags and stuff. He was
a big ginger-haired guy.'

At paragraph 73 he talks about his key worker in

HRW

1

Millerston and he says he was called and
he says:

'TI feel he was one of the staff who actually cared
and went out of his way. He didn't seem to like what

was going on. He couldn't do anything because there was

so many other staff doing bad things, but he still went

28
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all over me and my face was on the ground and I couldn't
breathe and I was freaking out. It was more scary for
me because of my asthma.'

He talks about abuse at Kerelaw from paragraph 103
and he says that they were threatened with the secure
unit quite a lot, and that staff would shout at them and
say they were a waste of space, and 'Yous are going
nowhere with your life'.

At paragraph 104 he says:

'We got an allowance of six fags a day. That was
one of their things that if you wanted an extra fag
you'd have to take a punch in the mouth to get it from

jaw would click when they were doing it and it was

agony. from Fleming Unit did that to me and
, known as , he was a boxer, he had

belts from his boxing that he would show us. FSL

would punch you with all his gold rings on his fingers.
The "six-inch punch”" it was called and that was for
a fag.

Instead of going on a rec trip they would buy us
a 20 deck of fags and take us on a drive in the wvan.
They would play games like Running Man, they would open
the back doors of the van and you had to run down

Stevenston Harbour and try to jump into the wan. When
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you were about to jump in the back they'd slam on the
brakes and you'd slam into the back of the van. We all
thought it was fun and games, but folk were getting
injured and thinking they'd broken their arm. The staff
were laughing at that and saying, "You got your fags and
you're not happy". A few of the staff did that,

FsL was bad for that one at the harbour, I think
did it too. Everything was made out to be
games, even though it was sore and violent, you felt
like you had to be part of that culture.

In the classrooms it was different games with
different staff. In the PT hall it would be Matt George
and ,. the PE teacher, with the golf balls and
they were the real balls that they'd fire at you using
golf clubs. They'd try and whack you. We were all
running about as if it was dodgeball. They made it
a game. I wasn't injured when that happened, as I was
quick enough to avoid the balls. Other boys got hit
with the balls and injured. To me it happened on one
occasion, but I don't know who else it happened to at
different times. There would be holes in the wall. Our
punishment was to fill in the holes.'

He talks about the fact that there was a boy whilst
he was there who had leukaemia staying in the end flat

and the staff were bullying him, shouting things at him,
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head with the torches and sweep your legs away from
under you.

That happened every day to somebody. You could get
restrained if you were running away or if you weren't
complying with what they were telling you or fighting
with somebody. The way they were restraining was crazy.
There was a difference between restraining someone cause
they were in a fight and just not doing what they told
you to do. What they were doing was too much. People's
wrists were getting bent back and I couldn't breathe
when I was restrained. Matt George could do jiu jitsu
and he could choke me and I felt like I couldn't
breathe. That freaked me.'

At paragraph 119 he says:

'Even the techy and woodwork teacher used to play
"high or low" with cards in the classes. I can't
remember his name. He might have been called
i, e was a bald guy and back then he was in his
40s. If you got a red card you'd get a certain number
of times with a ruler on the hand. If you got two tens
that were red, you'd get "red hard" and he'd whack you
20 times. He would tell us to run our hands under the
water and wrap tissues around them and then hide our
hands on the way out of the classroom. We'd have

blisters on our hands. There might be four or five of
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us playing the game and he was whacking us with a ruler.

At night time when we were going up to our beds,

FSL would stand at the bottom of the stairs and
punch us as we went past, in the side of the body or the
back of the head. Anywhere on the body, just as long as
he made contact. He had all his gold rings on and it
would hurt. I remember boys were winded by him, it
happened to me too.'

He then talks about the fact that he denied later on
that any sexual abuse -- because it hadn't happened to
him, it was much later -- sorry, he denied that he had
been abused when he was in Kerelaw, because there hadn't
been any sexual abuse that had happened to him, but it
was much later on that he realised what happened to him
in there was abuse.

He says he got out of Kerelaw in 1999 when he turned
16, and that nothing was done to prepare him for leaving
or managing life afterwards. He was on a work placement
before he left with a fencing firm, and that was the
only stepping stone for employment.

He talks about life after being in care from
paragraph 123, and says that he went back at first to
his adopted parents, and that lasted only two weeks.

Then he ran away to Edinburgh and was sleeping on

the streets. He worked on the shows:
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a lassie. There would be ones sneaking off to have sex
in the toilets, 'It was mental’.

At paragraph 272 he said that you would be sent to
your room at about 8.30/9.00 at night and that was you
locked up until the morning. You had to chap on the
door window i1f you needed the toilet or out for
anything. But other than that you never got the door
unlocked until the next morning.

Moving forward in his statement he comments that
there wasn't much education.

At paragraph 277 he says:

'The PTIgot you to do stuff in the gym and
would kind of force or push you into doing it if you
didn't want to. You did get taught cooking at home
economics, but at the rest of the classes you never got
taught or learned anything, you Jjust did what you
wanted.'

At paragraph 278 he comments in the last two
sentences:

'"The only things I learned at Kerelaw was how to do
other criminal offences and more about drugs. I learned
to be less trusting of people and more uncaring.'

At paragraph 285 he says:

'The open unit was just a ressie school and there

were some bad things that happened there as well
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my back was turned and he punched me on the back of the
head. I turned round and cracked him and the staff

grabbed me. It was from unit 2 but I don't know

who the other one was. They had my arms up my back with
my thumbs pulled back. It was another member of staff
called Tommy Bryce that stopped it from happening. He
took hold of me and asked if I was going to behave and
I said I would, he just held my wrists and he let me go.

I saw others getting restrained. There was a wee
guy called [and he names him] and you could hardly see
his face because it was all scabby from carpet burns
when they had done restraints on him. It was common
practice to push their faces into the floor and kneel on
the side of their heads. I saw restraints used every
couple of days but sometimes it would happen a few times
a day, it would depend on what was happening in the
units.

It wasn't just Kerelaw, it's every one of these
places it happened in and it doesn't matter what
children do they should not be putting you on the floor
like that. They did it the same way as they did it to
an adult in a jail. There used to be what we called
a "pile on", which was staff on top of staff. You were
face down, with one at your arms, another on your head,

and another with your legs crossed behind you and
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room I didn't really get the feeling but in the unit it
was different. It wasn't normal for her being with
somebody my age.

This happened two times. She would open her zip and
get me to put my hand in and rub her privates, as well
as putting the tip of my middle finger just slightly
inside her and move my finger back and forth. She'd
sometimes put her hands down my trousers and would
touch, stroke, and squeeze my private thing between my
legs. I had a pair of tracksuit bottoms that had
buttons down the sides from the waist to the ankles.

She always told me to wear those ones with no shorts on
underneath so that it was easier for her to touch me.

We never ever went out to the bowling or for
a burger like she said we were going to. She was meant
to take me to get me clothes but at the very last minute
IDE stepped in and toock me. I saw her in
front of the PlayStation with a blanket over her and [he
names another boy] who was from Stevenson and was
resident in the school.

After I left that unit I used to see at the computer
with a blanket over her and another pupil.'

And he names him.

He then goes on to talk about someone else from

paragraph 341 and says:
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'There was also a wee fat old guy calledwho
could not speak without using innuendo. &I was his
nickname but us and the staff called him ",
even when families were there he would cut it back, but
he would still make inappropriate remarks.

FST was all right. He would never do bad to you,
would never hit you or hurt you and was never involved
in retraining you. He wasn't abusive to you but it was
just the way he talked that was wrong.

was the staff from unit 2 andwas staff
from unit 3 and she was a pretty woman. She was always
dolled up and and her were always out for fags. He
would always mimic having sex with her as they were
walking out for a fag. If you were walking behind them
he would shout "look lads"™, lift her dress up and slap
her arse in front of everybody. He would then say,
"Come on then, it's that time again, you are going to
exhaust me, " .

At that time because you were in that environment
and that's what happened at the time that was normal and
acceptable. But when I think back about what actually
went on I actually say "holy fuck" to myself.

One day had a bike with her and in front of
us all said something about sniffing her saddle.

He said something like, "Better still, get in that
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toilet, get them off and get them over here for a sniff,
but I can't promise you will get them back dry".

was just as bad though and would say things
back to him. She would carry on with the boys saying
things like, "How big's your chopper? Well, come back
when it's grown". Everybody was laughing, but looking
back that was wrong. It was mental because half of
these people were married. The way they spoke to pupils
shouldn't have been the type of conversations they were
having.'

Then he comments that chatting to 13 years old about
that wasn't right as far as he was concerned, and it
wasn't just to the children, it was to other staff as
well.

He then goes on to talk about [AUSM = little bit more
and at paragraph 348 he says:

'He would always cut through our unit to go for
a fag or to see or other members of staff. He
was always one of the first once there if something was
happening. He used to make sexually inappropriate
remarks to pupils and staff and was sexually active with
. used to tell us she had something going
on with him.

'T also sawput her hand in [then he names

a boy] pocket and feel his private parts. She even
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admitted that she had put her hand in his pocket to his
mum [I think that should say] when she checked his
pocket thinking he was carrying nail varnish that he
used to buzz in his pocket.'

He then goes on to talk about another member of
staff at paragraph 350:

the art teacher, used to do stuff with
the lassies a lot. He had grey receding hair and was in
his 40s or 50s. He would say things like "nice baps"
and "they make your top look nice", "what are you having
for your meal? Not indulging on any raw sausages
today?"'

He then talks about a girl and names her, this is at
paragraph 351. He says:

'I'm not sure what age she was but she was under 16.
He used to take her up to the education department to
his classroom and she was the only one that was allowed
in his cupboard. The two of them used to do stuff in
the cupboard. By that I mean touching. I can't say
exactly what he used to do, but you could tell what he
was trying to do, he would be standing right behind her
with his arms around her like an intimate couple would
do. If you moved forward or near them you got moaned
at.'

Then he says he saw him once with his hands down her
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denim trousers, and then he gives us the scenario as to
what happened.

He then says they used to ask her what was going on
and she would nod to confirm things they asked her, and
she wouldn't say much but she did say that they were
going with each other and that when she left they were
going to be together.

He says at paragraph 355 about that individual:

'He also encouraged boys and lassies to do stuff in
the class. It's hard to explain what it was like in
there but all that sort of stuff, I can't use the word
encouraged, but the way things were done it was
acceptable if you fancied a girl and she fancied you,
you would just go under the table.

He would touch other lassies behinds as well. He
would draw cartoon characters of the lassies and make
them have big breasts and be wearing suspenders and high
heels.’

Then he says:

'"Tommy Bryce was a staff member as well. He knew
what |CEIUMM was doing and threatenedthat he was
going to get him for it. I assumed it was for what he
was doing to the lassies in the class.'

Then he goes on teo say that Tommy was a pure

gentleman and would never harm anyone and was protective
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of the children.

At paragraph 360 he talks about another teacher and
says:

'It was the same in 's class as well. He
was a baldy fat dude and was a computing and maths
teacher. He would let boys and lassies do things with
each other in the class.'

He then talks about a girl that was there and says
that she used to go with another guy from Drumchapel and
that he was in the class and that would let
them openly have sex in the class:

'"They'd be standing winching and then be on the
worktop and everything. He knew what they were doing.
He had a small room and people going past would be able
to look through the door window and see them up against
the wall.'

About he says that he was never violent
and never hurt him, but at paragraph 362 he says:

'He would brush past you and rub himself against
you. That used to creep me out. He invaded your space
and it was horrible. You could feel his parts touching
your body but to be honest I don't know if he was
aroused or not. He would try and get the lassies to sit
on his knee.'

He then talks about another member of staff at
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paragraph 363, he says:

'Wee who was a staff member was brutal
to me at first. He would grab me and rub my head with
his knuckles but he didn't mean it in a nasty way.

I hated him but it turned out he was my pal's uncle.'

He says that after he found that out thatdid
a 360-degree turn in relation to him and changed his
attitude.

He then talks about the fact that he never got any
preparation for outside life whilst he was at Kerelaw
and just over the three-month period and just before his
l6th birthday he was back at his house and went to
a Children's Panel, and the Panel took the order off him
as they said he had done everything they'd asked of him.

He talks then about life after leaving Kerelaw and
says from paragraph 371 that he never had any further
involvement with his social worker. After leaving
Kerelaw they just washed their hands of him.

He had been taking drugs before he went into Kerelaw
and whilst he was on home leave from there, and when he
went back to his mum and dad's after Kerelaw he fell
back into that old lifestyle of drugs and getting into
trouble with the police.

He then talks about being 16 and being locked up for

a 110-day remand at Longriggend. He got bail after the
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I think we'll take a break now, Ms Forbes, for about
15 minutes or so.
MS FORBES: My Lady.
LADY SMITH: Then that leaves us with a couple more, two or
three more.
MS FORBES: I think there are maybe three more.
LADY SMITH: Three more to do. Very well.
Before I rise though, names, as ever we've been
using names for convenience in the course of these
read-ins, who are the names of people whose identities

are protected by my General Restriction Order.

The ones I have noted are a teacher
called , a member of staff called ,
referred to as " and ',,
Elaine Graham, , , ,
Tommy Bryce and .

They are not to be identified outside this room.

Thank you.
(11.03 am)
(A short break)
(11.20 am)
LADY SMITH: Ms Forbes.
MS FORBES: My Lady, the next statement is from an applicant

who is anonymous and is known as 'Kieran'.
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for a couple of days. He went to another home after
that and he was taken there because he'd run away from
the first place, and he thinks he would have been still
12 or 13 at that time.

He talks about that children's home from

paragraph 6, and it was in Glasgcw’Semrwawlnﬂdens—mbepub

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He was told that there was a space available at
Kerelaw and that's where he was going. He was not told
how long he would be there and he was still 13 at that
time.

He talks about Kerelaw from paragraph 20 onwards.

He says at paragraph 30 he was in the Millerston

Unit and names Shona as being the manager,KBS

SN ,_ being his key worker and

other members of staff are ocutlined there.

He says when he first arrived at Kerelaw from
paragraph 32, he says that a member of staff
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welcomed him. He said 'He had a boxer's nose and was
very scary looking. He told me to go outside and play
with the others who were outside in the snow. I Jjoined
in and was throwing snowballs and hit an older guy.

I found out later he was a member of staff called

FSB and he was my PE teacher. He chased after
me [I think that should say] and restrained me. I ended
up having to go to the hospital.'

'"When I was taken back from the hospital it was
gquite late at night and someone showed me around.

I can't remember what else happened that night or how
I was feeling.'

He then talks at paragraph 41 about trips and
holidays and says:

'Sometimes at the weekends we would get taken out
for the day or go somewhere on a day trip. One time we
went hiking somewhere. I don't know where it was, but
it must have been a Munro we climbed. Me and a few
other boys fell back from the main group including the
teachers and the guide so we could smoke cannabis. We
thought it would be good fun to get high on a mountain.
We were caught in a blizzard and got separated from the
main group. It was one of the most terrifying
experiences of my life, I thought we were going to die.

The guide came back and rescued us and put up a tent
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where we took shelter until the blizzard passed. The
guy who organised these trips did a lot of hiking and

I always wanted to go with him. I think his name was
. This was the only time I went with him.
The supervision wasn't great on this trip the fact that
this was allowed to happen.'

He talks about schooling at paragraph 43 and he
says:

'TI didn't go to school immediately when I arrived at
Kerelaw. I think they let me settle in for about a week
and got to know the other boys before I went. The
school was in the middle of Kerelaw. There were maybe
five other boys in each class and the age range was
between 11 and 16. School was a joke. In English we
sat and watched The Simpsons. At techy we made wooden
boards to roll joints. At home economics we could make
cakes or things with cards. taught
geography or history. Basically there was no attempt to
educate me. The only subject that I really enjoyed and
I was good at was art. I loved painting. The art
teacher was Matthew George and he helped me but he went
on to abuse me.'

He talks about bed-wetting at paragraph 49 and he
says:

'I wet my bed all the way through my time at

T
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In relation to running away at paragraph 58 he says
that they took their trainers away from them at night to
stop them from running away, and he says he thinks he
managed to run away three times. He managed to get to
Glasgow, but was caught by the police.

From paragraph 60 onwards he talks about abuse at
Kerelaw and says, again this is about the incident with
the snowballs, at paragraph 60 he says:

'On my very first day, just after I arrived, I was
encouraged to go outside and play in the snow with the
other boys. I started throwing snowballs and I hit
the PE teacher, he chased after me so
I ran into the unit but got trapped at a locked door
into the dining hall. He grabbed a hold of my legs and
started pulling at me. I was holding on to the door
handle so I was dangling in mid-air like Superman. The
next thing I felt was someone ramming their fingers into
my armpits to make me let go and a towel in my face.

I later found out that this was something they did so
you wouldn't smash your head off the tiles.

There were other members of staff there that joined
in to help but I am not sure who they were. They
performed a restraint on me and shoved my arms up my
back. The shock of being restrained, or the pain, was

so bad for me that I wet myself. When I was on the
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ground and they were restraining me, said in my
ear, and I will never forget what he said, "This is the
Kerelaw way" and that I would do what they told me to
do. B was very strong and easily
overpowered me. The police were called and I was taken
out in the snow in my bare feet and went to the police
station. All the others were laughing and some were
making comments as I was taken away because I was crying
and had wet myself.

I had to go from the police station to Crosshouse
Hospital, where they found that the ligaments in my arm
had been torn. I was told that they would heal and
I was taken back to Kerelaw. I remember I was terrified
and didn't want to go. When I got back the other boys
were laughing at me because I had wet myself. It turned
out that was my PE teacher and he was
a bully. He became a big part of my life in Kerelaw.

I know that I was probably out of control a bit but
I didn't deserve what he did to me. He was a big strong
bloke.

Matt George was a sexual predator. He was my art
teacher and I loved painting. When I first met him he
was really nice to me and seemed to be a good guy.

I was really good at art and the unit even bought some

of my paintings. I thought Matt was interested in my
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sexuality. I wasn't sexually active at all by this time
and I didn't know if I was straight or gay. I had
a roller coaster of emotions.

I allowed him to do this to me over a long period
and I don't know if I let him because he was paying me
attention. He groped me at every opportunity he could.
It happened regularly for almost the rest of my time
there, probably about a year. He was always careful and
did it when the classroom was guiet and no one could see
what he was doing under the desk. I never saw him doing
to any of the other boys what he did to me.

Matt George had a house in Largs. I always wanted
to go and see his house because he told me he had a soda
making machine and I loved drinking ginger. TLuckily
I didn't ever go to his house. He wanted to take me to
his house but it never happened. I was gutted at the
time because I wanted to see the soda maker.

I eventually realised what he was doing was wrong
and I didn't want it to continue. One time I left the
art class to get away from him and instead went into the
English class with the teacher KUEM. When I was in
there Matt George, who obviously knew I was avoiding
him, came to the class and pulled QMMM cutside. They
came back in to the class and got all the other boys to

leave. I sat in the middle of the class and wrapped nmy
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arms and legs around the table leg and told them

I wasn't going anywhere with Matt George because he was
a beast. They started poking me in the eyes with their
thumbs so I would let go of the table and eventually

I had to let go. They grabbed me in the groin area then
twisted my testicles when they were trying to put me
into a restraining position.

They then dragged me from one side of the classroom
with my face pushed down almost buried into the carpet,
with a knee on my back or on my head. I was screaming
with the pain. My sides were kicked and kneed at some
point. I thought I was going to die. It ended up my
face was red raw and scabbed. Matt George started it
but (ANl helped him. This is the only time that
I remember this happening to me.

They dragged other boys across the carpet too. Me
and the other boys were sent out of the class so we
wouldn't see. Sometimes there were up to four teachers
doing it. One teacher would be standing at the
classroom door keeping us away so we couldn't see what
they were doing, but I could hear the screams and I knew
what was happening. When my face was scabbed they
didn't let me have home leave. They didn't want my
family to see the injuries to my face.

There was one time at Halloween, not long before
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taking down a peg or two. They wouldn't say directly
but it was obvious that they wanted you to do it. They
played games with us to do things for them. If we beat
the boy up that they wanted us to we would be rewarded
with a Chinese meal outside or bought a pint of beer.

I can't remember who rewarded me like this.

FSY was an absolute bully and he set boys up
to fight with each other. He was horrible to some of
the boys. Some staff encouraged us to hate other boys
in there. I used to stick up for a lot of boys because
I felt sorry for them. They were defenceless and

I would step in and fight for them.

Some boys had a grievance with each other and it was
fair enough for them to sort out their differences if
they wanted to fight. Other boys were made to fight
just for the sake of it, even if the boys didn't want
to. [ the PE teacher did this. He would
make boys wear boxing gloves and fight. I was one of
the bigger boys in there but I was frightened. You
never knew who you were going to be made to fight with
but you didn't have a choice. If at any time you showed
any sense of fear or weakness you would be mocked. This
wasn't just from the other boys, it was from the staff
too. I was never relaxed in there and always carried

a sharp pencil in my pocket just in case I needed it if
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someone attacked me or I was bullied.

i encouraged me to hate a boy [he names
him] who was moved into the secure unit for bullying.
He told me so many bad things about him that I really
hated him. [ESAS made it clear that he wanted me to
batter him. Because of this, one day I saw him outside
in the grounds and I chased him. He ran into the secure
unit so I went in after him. I hit my hip off the
railing and fell over him. I started hitting him and
was dragged away by staff. I wasn't restrained and
FSY told me that I was a good boy and that
I had done well and would be rewarded for what I had
done.

There was a girl in the school who was disabled.
I can't remember her name. She had been running about
flashing her boobs and everyone was laughing at her.
The staff kept restraining her and put her into the
secure unit. I think this happened three times. She
was very badly treated and shouldn't have been in the
unit. She should have been in a special needs school.
I did a protest by standing on the school roof for
a whole day. The police were called. At some point
I was sitting on the edge of the roof and the police
grabbed my leg and pulled me off. I was taken to the

police station, where I think I was charged and returned

80






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and what he did to him in the art classroom. He didn't
think anyone would believe him.

He talks about_ being his key worker
and says that he sat with him or went for a walk with
him on a weekly basis, just he and him, and that he had
asked him how things were going but there was no way he
would have shared anything with_ he didn't
trust anyone, and as far as he was concerned they all
worked together.

At paragraph 82 he says:

'What Matt George did to me was never discussed with
any of the other boys. It wasn't the sort of thing that
was talked about ... the only thing that came up in
general chat was boys telling each other to just keep
away from certain staff but they didn't say why.'

Paragraph 83 he says:

'All the staff at Kerelaw knew what was going on
with the violence. There is no doubt that a lot of the
staff turned a blind eye and ignored it because they
were frightened they would lose their jobs if they spoke
out. I regularly heard them saying they were well paid
and it was easy money for them.'

He then goes on to say that he would have been at
Kerelaw about two and a half years, and that after the

day involving Matt George and the teacher KA dragging
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him across the carpet he realised that he had to get out
of there, and he was told by his key worker,
_, and | who he has mentioned before,
that he had a choice. He could either go to prison or
they would put him in a house and he would be left to
get on with his life. He chose the house. He was 16 by
this time.

He then talks about life after being in care from
paragraph 86. He says that Kerelaw didn't get a house
for him when he left, he went to his mum's. After
a while he went to stay with a friend in his flat. When
he left Kerelaw he just wanted to better himself and get
on with his life and he got a job in a laundry house.

He did a construction foundation course and got
certificates and then he started work and after two
years became an apprentice with a big firm. He managed
to get a house through the social work where he lived
for two years, but then he dropped out of his
apprenticeship. He was involved in taking drugs and he
wasn't making it to college or work.

After leaving the apprenticeship his life was
a roller coaster, his behaviour was erratic, he was
drinking, taking drugs, and gambling. He got involved
in crime with a local gang and was breaking into places

and he ended up being sentenced to two and a half years

83
























10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

'When I was brought back to Kerelaw I was stripped
naked and made to have a cold shower. Initially I was
not allowed the towel, as whoever the staff member was,
they had it beside them and they made me go to them to
get the towel. It wasn't every time that I ran away
that I was stripped naked. One of the times I was
caught I was with another resident [he names him] and he
might have seen what happened. It was all the staff
that would do this.'

He then talks about abuse at Kerelaw from
paragraph 38 and he says:

'At night it was gqguite often that the staff would be
upset with me, and I would end up with them bending my
arms up my back and my wrists being twisted. It would
be different members of the night staff and sometimes if
the day staff were covering then they would do the same.

In the day there were times and for some reason
the staff member was upset with me. He would take it
out on me, and he would restrain me and then batter me.

, my key worker, would put me in a headlock,
squeeze your neck, rub his knuckles into my head or bend
my wrists into a lock. He was doing this because he
thought it was fun.

One of the times I had ran away I had been jumping

on bales of hay. I got back about 1.00 in the morning
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someone I thought was extremely vulnerable. I am not

sure if she was searched the same as me.'

He then talks about the fact that he has seen him

whilst he has been in prison and it brought back lots of

the memories of what he did to him in Kerelaw.

At paragraph 47 he says:

' was involved [this is in relation to the

abuse] and he and other members of staff were fully

aware of what was happening. They just sat in their

office smoking cigarettes and ignoring what was

happening. I thought this was just normal.’

Because he was running away constantly, it was

decided he would be transferred intec the secure unit,

and he was about 14 or 15 at that time.

When he went to the secure unit he found that the

regime there was much more strict and it was all

different staff who worked in that unit.

Paragraph 55 he says that he did sit some exams

whilst there, but he didn't know he had passed them and

it was not until he was in Polmont later that one of the

female staff there spoke to him about them. And she

told him that she was surprised that someone with his

results was still in the prison system. He says:

'I told her I did neot know what she was talking

about.

She showed me that I had passed my higher
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English and higher maths.'

At paragraph 57 he says:

'There were many kids in the secure unit that were
not coping with their life there. When they were
feeling really down, they would be feeling suicidal.

I am not sure what, if any, help they received.'

In relation to discipline at paragraph 62 he says
that he remembers one night he was upset with the staff,
and he put his mattress on the floor and lay down and
started kicking at the door. This was about midnight
and the staff came in and he was placed in the quiet
room for about two hours, and when he calmed down he was
put back into his room.

At paragraph 63 he says:

'Sometimes when I had run away and brought back,

I was stripped naked and placed into what was known as
the punishment cell. Others who were placed in the
punishment cell might have been placed in jackets like
a karate suit. This was not a straitjacket but a paper
suit to stop you being able to use it to hang yourself.
There was nothing in the room except for a camera.

There was a member of staff, Rl

who was issuing
our cigarette allocation, on some days when he was doing

this, and before he would give you a cigarette, he would

make you swirl some Tabasco sauce around your mouth for
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promoted and moved on. The kids would then be left
without somebody they had been able to talk to.'

She comments then at paragraph 9 that she can't see
any change was made to recruitment after girls arrived
at Kerelaw. She thinks they just relied upon the
original staff, and some of the people they were
interviewing were women and when they came down to the
school they didn't want the job. It wasn't what they
thought it was going to be.

She talks about being
when she went to Kerelaw and that he was revered by the
boys.

She comments at paragraph 10:

'TI think it was because of the macho culture at the
time. He was quite a small slight man but his presence
alone was commanding. He was very strict but very fair.
The staff enjoyed him as well. I always thought that he
gave me a lot of good advice.'

She tells us a little bit about the staff and at
paragraph 15 she says:

'"The night watchmen would be on duty at night time.
There was one for each unit and he [referring to a male]
would be the only member of staff on duty at night.'

She thinks that they brought in one female night

staff member when girls started at Kerelaw, but she's
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not sure.

LADY SMITH: That fits directly with other evidence we've

heard.

MS FORBES: She talks then about the night watchmen at

paragraph 16 and them coming on shift. She says that
things should have been recorded in a unit logbook, but
she says:

'... in my experience the night watchmen never read
the logbook. They had their role, which they thought
was sacrosanct. They had no training or experience
whatsoever. My memory is that a couple of them were
very good. Another couple were not so good in my
opinion. I would hear about the night watchmen from the
kids, so I knew who was liked and disliked.'

At paragraph 17 she says:

'One of the best night watchmen was_
-, his first name was he worked in my unit,

Fleming.'

At paragraph 18 she states:

'We did have volunteers at Kerelaw, they seemed to
come from Geilsland. They were vetted by the headmaster
or senior staff.

She goes on then to talk about training from
paragraph 19 and says that she didn't get any specific

training when she started, and indeed she talks about
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a time when a boy she was taking to court taught her
court procedure and told her to call the Sheriff

'My Lord' and that's how she learned the language at
court.

At paragraph 21 she says that she was sent on the
Certificate of Social Services course at
Langside College in 1976, which was a three-year
part-time course in Children and Adolescence. She
comments that it was a good course, however, the people
training them hadn't worked at the coalface.

She said that it was practical and it was where she
learned what she would call handling skills, but there
was nothing on the course that she could recall about
child abuse or child protection. But not everyone at
Kerelaw went through that training.

At paragraph 23 she says that when she did that
college course she went out on placements. She went to
Quarriers and she also went to Geilsland and she went
there for a couple of day visits for training.

She then talks at paragraph 25 about
organising for them to go down to look at a secure unit
in Durham, and to look at their methods, and she says:

'I'm not being biased, but I thought that we were
better. There was more organisation at Kerelaw. For

example, we had the assembly at 5.00 pm every night.
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At paragraph 72 she comments:

'Most kids were working towards going home, but they
were going home to the same situations.'

Then at paragraph 76 she talks about discipline and
punishment. She says she wasn't given any overview of
discipline when she first started at Kerelaw. It was
explained that privileges were taken away as punishment.
Privileges were cigarettes and home leave. Home leave
was sacrosanct but so were cigarettes. Many kids
depended on them.

She says at paragraph 76:

'We didn't have problems with serious drugs back
then, but we did have a form of that. Children would
bring glue sniffing and prescription drugs with them.'

She says she soon learned that boys weren't bringing
bottles of water back to the unit but bottles of vodka.

At paragraph 77 she says that the punishments
initially were decided by Davie Denholm or
and she said she started to take things
from how they dealt with discipline. The biggest
punishment was to take the drink off the kid if they
came back with it. When she first started the belt was
used for discipline and these children were 13 and 14 by
this time and they'd come up through the ranks. They

had been belted at school and belted at home.
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She comments that there was no way the member of
staff could use the belt, only the headmaster used the
belt but she never saw that happen. But there was no
clear directions or policies for anything like that.

At paragraph 80 she says:

'We also had the time of the cell at Kerelaw.

I can't remember the kids being removed from the house
unit to the cell.’

Later in that paragraph she says:

'I would ask where someone was and they would tell
me that he was in the cell. It might have happened if
there was some kind of flashpoint, such as one boy
attacking another boy or trying to run out of the
class.'

She goes on:

'As far as I knew, children were not kept in the
cell for a long time. I knew that it was a bare room
about two or three doors down from the headmaster's
office. I think it had a concrete bed in it. I can't
remember if there were toilet facilities in it, like
a cell would have in a prison. What I can say is that
as far as I know, children were not in there for a long
time. I had nothing to do with the decision to put

a child in the cell. The responsibility for sending

a child to the cell was the .'
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'TI don't dispute what has been said about this by
Frank McCourt. Years before that, I think I possibly
said to Matt George that he should not be taking the
kids home with him. The fact he faces allegations of
abuse is exactly what I meant about when I said that.'

She then talks about John Muldoon at paragraph 114
and she says he was a housemaster but he wasn't a senior
housemaster and he worked in Wilson and Fleming Units.

She says he was a controller like Matt George.

Then at paragraph 116 she says when_ was
she became aware of an incident involving

John Muldoon, she says:

'I don't know whether I was off or away at the
college but I wasn't at Kerelaw at the time. I think
John Muldoon had dragged a boy out and ripped a piece of
his clothing. The boy ran away. John Muldoon was
summoned to see _ That was a bit of gossip
and hearsay. It could have been that another teacher
told me that he got a warning.

In the units, I used to tell male staff not to take
girls upstairs on their own. John Muldoon would say
that he had two lassies of his own and that there was
nothing wrong with it.'

If I then go on, in relation to specific allegations

that were made against her to the Inguiry, she is
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talking about a statement from an applicant who is

anonymous and known as 'James', paragraph 123, and she
says, in relation to 'James', she understands that he
was at Kerelaw from around 1981 to 1983, that the name

means something to her but she just can't put a face to

L5 A%

Then paragraph 78 of his statement is read out,
where he states -- this is at paragraph 124 of her
statement:

'"There was a couple of other staff who would batter
me, but I can't remember them all. They didn't do it
constantly and it would be if you were out of line a wee
bit. I don't think there was anything wrong with a wee
clip over the ear if you go over the score, but I don't

think I ever went over the score. I remember wee

Mrs was one of them that hit me, she was
a senior member of staff. Matt George, Mrs and

other staff would hit me in front of other staff. Only
once did Matt George give me a doing in front of another
member of staff, although I don't remember who that was.
They would slap me in front of the other boys but
I would never get a doing in front of them.'

She comments:

'There was no way that I did that. I definitely

deny that I ever hit a child.'
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She then comments at paragraph 125:

'I never saw a member of staff hitting a child.'

Paragraph 126 she says:

'I know that I would never have hit a boy.'

Then paragraph 80 of 'James's' statement is put to
her at paragraph 127:

'If you had a falling out with another boy they
would make a boxing match out of it but it wouldn't be
organised for another week or two weeks so you had that
wait and build up to deal with.'

I think that has already been read into the
evidence, my Lady, and I don't think that actually names

this individual.

LADY SMITH: No, it's a general description of what he was

exposed to.

MS FORBES: Yes.

In relation to that she says:

'"Initially what I remember is that if boys were
bullied in Kerelaw, would take them over
to the gym. He would tell the boy to put a pair of
boxing gloves on and see how smart they were then. He
organised boxing matches because that was the macho

thing for the staff and the boys.'

LADY SMITH: 1It's not the first time in the statement she

describes the culture as a being a macho culture, is it?
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MS FORBES: At paragraph 129, my Lady, she comments about

'James' speaking about boys being forced to box, and she
says:

'I am aware of that happening on one occasion.

I think I asked the housemaster I was working with what
it was all about. I can't remember which housemaster it
was. He said that it was all over and done with. Boys
had been given boxing gloves and told to go and box at
lunchtime. It was an accepted thing that they were then
equal. One wasn't bullying the other as far as I know.
I don't know who arranged it. Those were things that
were not made known to me. Those boxing matches weren't
a common thing, as far as I was aware. They could have
happened on my day off, but they couldn't have happened
very often because I was aware of these things. Kids
talked to me so I think I would have known.'

At paragraph 130 of her statement paragraph 81 of
'"James's' statement is put to her, and it's talking
about where he talks about the cell next to the
headmaster's office being this bare cell and that he'd
be naked, strip-searched and left with an itchy blanket
and also be belted by , sometimes all over
the body. She comments at the paragraph about that
saying:

'I knew that there was a cell but I was definitely
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not aware of children being kept there overnight and
naked. As far as I knew, children were not kept in
there for a long time. I knew that it was a bare room
about two or three doors down from the headmaster's
office. I think it had a concrete bed in it. I wasn't
aware of children being kept there for long periods of

time.

LADY SMITH: The indications then are that she was not

herself involved in placing children in the cell, but

she had some awareness of what it was like.

MS FORBES: Yes.

Then Francis McCourt's statement is put to her and
she talks about that at paragraph 131. She says that
she can't put a face to him, and this is where he states
at paragraph 126 of his statement that when he returned
from the hospital, and then he names her:

'... "Who was a senior care worker, asked me what

had been going on. I told her that had

punched me a couple of times and I had been trying to

get away and [he names her again] she said something

like, 'Just forget about it, it's all right'. I didn't

report it after that, and nothing further was done'... "
In relation to that part of his statement she says:
'I honestly cannot remember that. I do remember

FSR , but I didn't witness him chasing or
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LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. We'll welcome that,

Mr Pugh.

MR PUGH: Unless there's anything else, my Lady, those are

the responses at this stage.

LADY SMITH: No. Let me just take this opportunity to thank

the Council and all their people who have been involved
in engaging with the Inquiry, and you and your Jjunior,
Ms Trainer, for the dedication that has been given to
the part that the Council need to play in this
particular case study. The seriousness with which the
issues are taken is not lost on me, and I'm very

grateful for their cooperation.

Before I rise, names again, .

FSR are people whose names have been used this

morning but again have their identities being protected
by my General Restriction Order, and they're not to be
identified ocutside this room.

And I will now rise until -- can somebody give me
a date for Crossreach, we move to in two or three weeks'

time, I think? End of April.

MS FORBES: My Lady, it's 23 April.

LADY SMITH: That certainly rings bells with me. It will be

confirmed on the website, but there won't be any
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