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And what accommodation was that? What was it for?

Well, it was accommodation for maybe boys who had been
in a bit longer. So the Manse House was for those who
initially were in and you would remain there for a few
weeks and then be moved to another house.

Right.

So, as new people would come in, I take it they kept the
newer people close to home, because night staff would be
on and in the office downstairs. It just seemed that
that was the system they had.

And how many accommodation buildings, then?

There were three in total. There was that, the old
Manse, the White House, which was built while I was
there, and a place called the New Vic, which was
another. It didn't have an upstairs, it was just

a one-level building that accommodated kids.

LADY SMITH: Was 1t on the same site?

A.

All on the same site and all within walking distance.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hm.

MR MACAULAY: On your first day, did you meet

I did.
Who was that, then?
Is it okay to name people?

Yes.
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A.

Q.

A.

Did he have a conversation with you, on that first day?
I can remember being taken there by a social worker and
there was a meeting going on while I got there in this
rec hall, which is attached to the Manse. And all the
kids were all standing to attention and was
speaking to them. And so he may have just met me
briefly, but he really did introduce himself to me later
that night.

And that night when he introduced himself to you; did he

give you any advice as to how you should behave at

Geilsland?
I can't remember. I can't remember what advice he gave
me in terms of -- he gave me in terms of my behaviour:

you should behave.

I certainly picked up, from what I observed in the
behaviour of the other young people, that there was
a regime there, and then -- clearly it was being run
like an academy of some sort, or the army, you know.
There was a kind of military aspect to it, a lot of
marching, people standing to attention, which I found
a bit strange in young people.
Was it all boys?
It was all boys, yeah.

Now, you were 15; are you able to say what the age range
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By mainly he was the main perpetrator. But

I can vaguely remember some other staff members slapping
people as well, you know.

For not marching properly?

For not marching properly. Lots of shouting. Lots of
swearing. Staff did a lot of swearing. Kids were not
allowed to swear. It reminded me of army life, although
I was never in the army.

And the church you went to on a Sunday --

Yes.

-- I think you say that's what happened; was that

a local church?

It was a local church in Beith, and we would march down
in Geilsland, all down the street, down through Beith
town, and we'd march into church.

So the local people would witness that?

Yes, yes. I think was keen that the local people
had a good impression of the kids in Geilsland.

Can I just get some understanding of the normal day?
When you got up in the mornings, I take you would have
your breakfast; then what would happen?

Before you had your breakfast you would get up and you
would do a cleaning job. Everybody had a cleaning job.
Whether it was cleaning the toilets -- it moved around,

cleaning the halls, whatever needed done. Everybody had
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You had to earn everything in Geilsland, any benefits
you had to earn. Even watching television, you had to
earn that.

And how would you earn that sort of thing?

By your good behaviour, how you dressed. They had dress
standards. During the day you would wear denims, but
these denims had to be ironed, they had to have creases
in the right place. Boots had to be polished.

In the evenings, you wore evening wear, as
called it, which was, like, a tie, a shirt, slacks. A2all
that had to be quite immaculate.

You laid out all of your clothes on the bed in
a kind of bed block-type inspection. And based on that,
that determined whether you got home or not.

Who would carry out the inspection?

Mainly |24¥ , But other staff members did it as
well.

And if he or others were not happy with how you had
prepared your bed; would anything happen?

Sometimes not. Sometimes they would just correct it,
tell you what to do. Other times could lose the
plot a bit, you know. I have seen someone's mattress go
out the window with everything on it, you know, just
through frustration.

Why would he lose the plot?
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sometimes he wouldn't have the ball, but you have a pack
of kids just attacking one kid.

As far as the staff member on duty would be concerned;
would he ever intervene?

I don't remember any staff intervening, no. It tended
to be -- the game took care of itself.

You tell us that there was no telephone available to use
in the school and letters were censored; is that
correct?

That's right. Your letters were opened, yes, read.

Now, you have mentioned . You referred to
EQEZD What other members of staff can you tell
us about?

I struggle to remember their names.

What sort of staffing was there?

The staffing I remember was —-- the vocational trainers

were also staff who you would find in the houses as

well. So I think I was in the builders, there was
a Mr I can remember him. I guite liked him.

But he would also do shifts and they would all do night
shifts as well. So it was that kind of setting. So the
painting and decorating, there was other staff who
weren't vocational trainers, and they were mainly in the
kind of house parent-type role.

And numbers wise; are you able to give any?
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reason. I think the local youth leader persuaded him to
speak to me to advise me it is not a good thing for me
not to go back. I had a girlfriend, I just wanted to be
with her.

So they sent a member of staff and a car. He took
me back and there was no issue made of it. was
fine about it. But, on the second occasion, it was
a wee bit different, vou know.

And you do tell us about that later on. Perhaps, since
I have asked you; can you tell us what happened on the
second occasion?

On the second occasion, I was returned by the police.
The police picked me up. I tried to run away from them.
I can remember hiding in a close, the police coming.

I remember being assaulted by the police in a close in
Gibshill, and --

Was that while you were at Geilsland?

This while I was at Geilsland and I had failed to return
and I had -- the police had seen me, came after me. The
police officer had to do a bit of running and he
resented that. He took that opportunity to slap me in

a close in Thomas More Street in Gibshill -- I remember
it well -- and take me back. Eventually, I got taken
back to Geilsland.

didn‘t speak to me. He had a way where he
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that happened on a regular basis?

Yes, you would hear it. Yes.

Was that Mr summoning a child to his office?

Yes.

But, on this occasion, then, when you were summoned, at
1.00 or 2.00 in the morning; what happened?

Well, he wanted to -- I think we had a conversation
about why I hadn't returned. I didn't know if I had

a good reason for not returning, other than I just
didn't want to be there. He got very angry. He paced
about his office. He wanted to give me the belt. Told
me I was going to get the belt for it.

Whenused the belt, he tended to use -- it
wasn't across your hands; it was across your backside.
Was that your bare backside?

Yes, oh, aye. On this occasion -- I only know of one
other occasion where I could tell you that he hit
someone on the bare backside, but my understanding is
that was pretty normal, because kids would talk. And it
tended to happen in private. I do refer to one incident
that happened quite publicly. But, other than that, the
belting tended to take place in his office, away from
anyone else seeling it.

And was it just yourself and him in the office?

Just me and him in the office.

24



10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

What happened?

Well, the tension built and built. He was a master of
suspense. He was a master of playing mind games. So

I just got myself into a real state. I remember crying,
which was quite humiliating, because by this time I was
nearly 16, you know. And the idea to be reduced to
tears by this guy -- which wasn't unusual, I had seen it
happen so many times -—- I was determined for it not to
happen, but it happened.

But it was the whole systematic way that he insisted
he was going to give me the belt. I was to bend over
the table, which I did. He then says, 'Take your
trousers down', which I did. And there was a big long
pause, a silence, and I got more and more into a state.
And then he told me to stand up.

Now, from my memory, I don't know whether I stood up
and pulled up my pants or whether I stood up and stood
there. That's a bit I can't figure out, I can't
remember. All I remember is he then gave me a hug,
which just made me even more awkward -- feel awkward.
And that was my experience in ‘s room.

I don't know how to make sense of what was going on
in his head. But it just seemed a strange thing, then,
and it seems an even stranger thing now, when I think

about it in these modern times.
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Yes.

-- who came to visit?

They had a system prior to when I came. When the school
was set up, I think it was supported by a group of
people who donated financially. And I am guessing
Christians, people attached -- because of the connection
to the Church of Scotland.

Then I think laws came into place, things changed,
and different Local Authorities or other ways of funding
the school happened, but they kept up to the tradition
of having those people. And these people would come.

I can only remember it happening once, but these people
came in and the kids sat with them and these people
would bring them sweets and they would just sit and

chat. They were nice. There was nothing sinister about

it that I could see. It was just a nice traditional
thing.
EZD was big on tradition. It was a tradition he

wanted to keep it up, so he kept in contact with these
people. These people were invited in. We were very
nice to them. They loved the Geilsland boys. The
Geilsland boys had an image they liked and they would
sit and chat and some of them would bring sweets and
whatever.

The most famous one was a Reverend Currie, that
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seemed to impress . was impressed by this

guy. I think he may have been a local minister who
maybe was on television at some point in the late -- in
the evening or whatever. I don't know. I didn't know
who he was. But was impressed by him and would
rave about the Reverend Currie.

You do tell us about an incident, at paragraph 46, where
a guidance teacher -- you didn't name him -- used to
visit the school with his wife?

Yes.

And he took you out on a couple of trips?

Oh aye.

There was something that happened that he witnessed?

A strange thing happened. This was my old guidance
teacher from the old Greenock High School that

I attended. It was pretty nice of him to keep in touch,
if you think about it. I wasn't aware of anybody else
having those sort of visits. So he came and visited
with his wife.

He came up once with a friend of mine and the friend
was another boy of my age. I think he probably brought
this guy to show them where I was, to frighten him off
from perhaps going down the same road that I had. I am
just guessing that. I can't see why he would do that.

Anyway, he brought this boy to the school. He
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obviously got permission to do that. And we gave them
a tour of the school. 2All the boys in Geilsland were
great at taking people on tours. You would take them
through all the buildings and show them all the nice
boys all sort of doing what they should be doing. So
I took them on the tour. But we came back into the
office -- I must have told this friend of mine that it
wasn't always the belt you got in Geilsland. There was
this piece of wood -- a couple of pieces of wood that
were shaped like guitars, made of half inch plywood and
painted in fluorescent paint. And they were props for
a Geilsland minstrel show that would take place every
year. Where all the boys were part of this Geilsland
minstrel show, and the props and the ultravioclet lights
and the guitars would light up on stage.

But would use those when he was giving out
punishment. I don't know why -- well, I do know why.
I have a theory why he did that.

But, anyway, but this boy, me and the guidance

teacher, were in 's office and the boy
then says to : "can I see the guitar?"

Was it known as the guitar?
It was known as the guitar, ves. 'Can I see the guitar?'
My reaction to that at the time was fear and thinking:

what are you doing?
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Because he was taking information that I thought
shouldn't leave the school and he was showing
that he was aware of the guitar. So
I thought that I would get into some difficulty because
of that.

But, anyway, [S4EM's pointed to the guitar. He kept
it in his office. It was in the corner of the room, as
I visualise it now, and my mate says, 'Could I have the
guitar?' meaning could he experience it. It was all
jokey and fun. And picked up the guitar and the
boy bent over and gave him a tap on the backside.
That was all it was.

But what bothered me about that later on in life --
I never gave it a thought at the time. I was more
worried what [ZOJlf' s reaction would be, which was
nothing. He never mentioned it to me, he never raised
it to me. But, looking back now, as an adult, there you
had a member of staff, guidance teacher from
an educational organisation visiting me and being made
very clear that used a piece of wood to
beat the kids with. The guidance teacher never raised
it with me, and I have no knowledge of him raising it
with anyone else.

And you described what happened as a tap?

Oh, it was quite forceful. It wasn't just a tap; it was
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a good whack on the backside.

If you compare it to --

It was nothing compared to what he did. 1I'd seen |[24¥
break one of these guitars over a boy's backside. He
hit him with so much force the guitar broke.

The punishment with the guitar; would that be in the
office or on a more public stage?

On a public stage. When the guitar got pulled out it
was, like, for everyone. Occasionally, it would be for
one or two people, but it was always public, which added
something to it which was a bit nasty. It was always
public.

And was it over -- you say 'on the backside'; was it
over your clothing?

Over your clothing, yes.

Now, you have a section in this statement where you
focus more on abuse, in fact you start at paragraph 50.
You begin by telling us about an incident after you had
broken your leg, and you were, as it were, housebound,
so to speak.

Aye.

And you came up with a particular plan for keeping the
cleaning equipment in a cupboard; can you tell me about
that?

Yes. It was always good to come up with ideas that
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impressed . You were always trying to stay on
EZD s good side. It was helpful if you could come up
with suggestions that would help the running of the
place. So I was in this new house, the White House, and
I had just moved into it and I broke my leg as a van
boy. I stepped out the van and sprained my angle.

The way worked is each room had to have
a brush, shovel, cloths, bits and pieces of cleaning
equipment. So, when all the kids split up in the
morning to do their duties, they would all go to
a cupboard, get their brushes and return it. 1In the
cupboards the brushes were always sort of -- there was
always a felt tip marker round the outline of the brush
or the shovel, so you knew exactly where it had to go.
And it had to be there, and if it wasn't there on --
because that was always inspected as well. If it wasn't
there on inspection, you were -- typilcally.

So I came up with the brain child -- brain wave
that -- you know, to impress |[Z488M what I'll do is,
I will get all the cleaning equipment needed for the
three or four different cleaning areas and I will fill
it with brushes and stuff, and I will do all the
marking, set it all out, and that will be a nice thing.
And it will keep me busy. I was bored as well.

So I went over to get some cleaning equipment and
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I had a list written out of what I would need. So the
assistant head went to and said: Brian Heron has
come to me with this list. It is for all the cleaning
equipment, not just for a brush and a shovel for him to
clean; what will I do?

EZD says to me: right, you do this. If you
get one thing wrong, you are in trouble.

And I thought: okay.

I don't know what I could have got wrong. But
I did, I got something wrong. I put a brush in a wrong
place. I just put a brush in a wrong place, but to me
it still worked as a system. Because of that was
unhappy and he slapped me across the face, quite
forcefully.
Just one slap?
He felt he had to do that. He felt he had to do it.
And I felt he had to do that as well, I must admit.
Once had made that decision, knowing the
personality of the guy, knowing the way he runs things,
even if he liked you, he would still have to do it. So
he did that. And then we just moved on with the rest of
the day.
And this business of being slapped on the face --
Yes.

-— was this something that happened on a regular
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-- to you and to other boys?

Yes, yes. In my statement, I refer to two boys called
‘- s '-' and '-. And in the billiard room,
when we were all standing to attention, one of the boys,
I think, had accused |48 of being a psychopath.

I didn't know what a psychopath was at the time. But
EZD singled this boy out and said, 'I hear you told

a member of staff' -- I think he told a student social
worker or something thatwas a psychopath. And
EZD said, 'So you think I am a psychopath, do you?'
And the boy's just standing there.

Now, everything I witnessed in terms of assaults,
nobody was resisting, nobody was being restrained. This
was boys just standing still, passively, while the
assaults took place. So |[SAY starts to slap this boy
in the face. So he slapped him really hard, the boy
just stood there and took it. He got closer and closer
into the boy's face: "so is this what a psychopath would
do?"

And he continued to slap the boy until the boy broke
down in tears. And thensays = thenhugged

him in front of all of us, and his point was: would

a psychopath be so caring and give you a hug?
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So that means -- I think his theory was was no
longer a psychopath. How could a psychopath give you
a hug? More a sociopath, eh?

Aye, it just -- I mean, it is difficult talking
about this, because I keep talking about it based on
reflecting back to it and making sense of it. But my
own experience of that -- and he did the same to another
boy, -', and he did the same thing to him, and
slapped him.

I used to have a recurring dream about Geilsland.
And this is the way it went, as I became an adult --
only when I started training as a social worker, this
came about. And the dream would go -- I would --
because I was standing inches away from where this was
happening. So the boy was standing to my left, 24N
standing right in front of me, side on, and I was
standing to attention. And this i1s the way the dream
would go: I would dream that EZD would be slapping
this boy and I would say, 'Stop', andwould come
to his senses and stop. And for many -- I don't know
how long I had the dream. That's the way I was kind of
working it out.

But then the dream became this: I would say to

, 'Stop', and he would just turn in a rage and the

dream -- I would wake up because I was just being
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attacked by him. I think that was me coming to terms
with the realisation that, as a child, nothing I could
say to would have stopped him from doing
what he has done, irrespective of the need to do that.
But, at the time, as a child, I just wanted it to stop.
But, on this occasion, he did stop eventually. In
reality, he slapped the boy, what, a number of times?

A number of times, until the boy started to cry. Until
he broke the boy in front of everyone.

So what I was talking about there was the effect on
me. A lot of what I talk about in Geilsland, to me, the
effect on me is not so much about what happened to me;
it is about what I witnessed. And I felt vulnerable and
unable to do anything about it. It's the thing that's
lasted with me. So, when I talk about Geilsland, I tend
to focus on what I witnessed.

In terms of things that happened to me, sure, I am
sure it had an impact on me. But the things that still
cause me upset is the thought about the things that
I witnessed. If that makes sense?

Another incident you tell us about is when, I think,
a new boy complained that his tobacco had been stolen
and something happened.

Yes.

Can you tell me about that?
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Well, this new boy -- I was a new boy at the time as
well. So this is my first experience of this guitar
situation. I didn't know it existed.

We were all in the Manse House, and someone's
tobacco went missing. And |Sall's way of dealing with
it was to get us all together in this billiard room.
And then he came and said: "someone's stolen this boy's
tobacco. Yous are all staying here until I find out who
it was. I don't care if it takes all night. This is the
way the night's going to go. You are all going to get
the guitar. Then I am going to leave again, then I will
come back and we are going to continue doing this until
someone owns up."

So away he went. I guess he was hoping we would all
look at each other and somebody would own up. Nobody
was owning up to this tobacco. And I am

thinking: I don't even smoke.

It felt ironic. I didn't even smoke. You know,
surely he will -- that wasn't an excuse. Socame

back in with this guitar over his shoulder, and
I thought: a piece of wood.
It was a guitar. Later on I was to work out it was
a prop for a show. And lined us all up. A&nd he
said: this is the way the night's going to go. You are

all going to get the guitar. Then I am going to leave
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again, then I will come back and we are going to
continue doing this until someone owns up. So we are
all lined up, we are all around the guitar.

The irony of the thing, which I thought was funny in
hindsight, the boy whose cigarettes it was -- or tobacco
was stolen, he was beaten as well. BSo --

And when you say 'beaten'; can you tell me what --

You leaned over a huge billiards table. The billiard
table had a wooden cover on it. So they would cover up
the billiard table in the evenings to protect the
billiard table. You would lean across the billiard
table and thenwould, with his two hands, whack
you. Sometimes you would take a running whack.

Would that be on your bottom?

Always on your bottom, yes.

When he started this procedure, at this time; was it one
smack?

It was one smack. But I was shocked at the sound it
made. Because it is late at night -- I don't know you
ever -- you are in your house at night and there's a
bang or a door closes or something like that? It just
had that effect. The sound reverberated through the
room -- through the building, I would imagine. Although
everybody in the building was in the room.

Can I ask you how many boys were involved in this
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You do tell us about one incident, I think, where you
were bullied?

I was bullied by a guy who came from Edinburgh, who'd
got to know that my mum lived -- I must have made

a mistake and told him my mum lived in Edinburgh, and he
worked out my mum wasn't with my dad. He gave me a hard
time about that. It was crazy. So childish to think on
it now, but it was gquite upsetting.

Anyway, this guy, it became physical. BAnd when it
became physical, I knew I had two options, either to
retaliate -- and he was a lot bigger than me, so
I didn't fancy my chances there, to be honest -- or take
it to It is one of the biggest regrets
I have about Geilsland, but I don't know what other way
I would have dealt with it.

So I took it and reported it. |SAMEM's

way of dealing it was =-- by this time, I was in the
New Vic area of living with this boy. EZD comes over
late at night and got everyone into that room,
challenged this boy for bullying me, for being a bully,
reduced him to tears, but brought his belt. This was
the first time I'd seen him using his belt. I think it
was the only time, really, I'd seen him using his belt.

Told the boy to bend over the table, told us all to turn

round, so we didn't witness it. Told him to take down
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his trousers and beat him with the belt. That's what
happened.

And was the boy upset?

The boy was really upset.

And do you know --—

There was no repercussions on me, from the boy. It
certainly put a stop te him bullying me. But it was, to
me, a bit extreme.

Do you know how many strokes of the belt were inflicted?
I think he had six, which was unusual in my
understanding, in Geilsland. Six was a lot, you know.
Apart from using the belt and the guitar,
you have told us about other staff slapping boys. But
did any of the members of staff use an implement, like
a belt or --

No, not that I was aware of. No.

And the wooden guitar, you mentioned already. I think
you told us there was an occasion when he broke it?

He broke it.

How did that happen?

Same thing. He was giving people a punishment for
something they had done and the guitar broke over the
boy's backside. It was an awkward, embarrassing moment
for everybody. Some people laughed.

Was this a beating that he was inflicting in public,
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then?
Yes. It was around the billiard table in the games
room, next to the Manse.

But what he did was, he just sent somebody for the
other guitar. And the boy that the guitar got broken
over had to still be beaten by the other guitar. It's
not like: well, you've had your punishment, move on.

This boy -- I am laughing now —-- but this boy had to

be hit again for some weird reason. I don't know.

LADY SMITH: How many of these guitars did he have?

A.

He would get them made, because they had a Geilsland
minstrel show, which is -- not a lot of people talk
about it. I have mixed feelings about it. But the
whole school would dress up as black and white
minstrels. We would all black up. We had no choice in
the matter. You didn't have a choice whether you took
part in it or not. They raised money. did it to
raise money for the boys to go out at Christmas, for
their Christmas funds. So they would always have them
renewed. So they were always there.

Could I show you what I feel that was all about?
I found information online about a school inspection in
1966, in Geilsland, where the inspector of education
went in and they found that Geilsland had

an inordinately high level of use of the belt. The
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largest in all of the country. So they looked at that
and they also looked at . And so was
challenged at an inspection that he must stop cuffing
and slapping the boys, and they have to stop using the
belt so much. Because when you used the belt it had to
be recorded in a book, a punishment book.

So, to me, all |22 did was stopped using the belt,
used this novelty type guitar. There was no record.
I will guarantee you nobody's case records will have
'Brian received the guitar today', because this seemed
so -- nonsense. I think that's why that was developed
as a punishment.

LADY SMITH: Now, that inspection you referred to, I think
you deal with that at paragraph 113 of your statement
here. You said there it was 1968.

A. 66/68, something like that, aye.

LADY SMITH: 66 or 68. The point is you read there in the
inspection report --

A. Him being challenged for doing that.

LADY SMITH: -- that he was told he had to stop the cuffing
and striking of boys.

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: That was before you had even gone there?

A. Yes. So my point would be: if that happened today,

someone would be sacked for that. That wouldn't be
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allowed to go -- and possibly prosecuted. But back
then, it was acknowledged.

I don't know how that inspector found that out.
That bothers me as well, because I think an inspection

ED 's been brazen -- I den't think

has come in, either
he has told him. So I think someone has told the
inspector. And I can only think that could have been

boys who were in attendance at the school. I don't know

what the repercussions for those boys would have been --

MR MACAULAY: But --

-- for doing that.

As far as handcuffing --

Not handcuffing, cuffing.

When you say 'cuffing'; do you mean handcuffing?

No, cuffing is just a term for slapping. He never went
that far, no.

There may be some evidence that handcuffs were used in
some places?

Sure. Not on this occasion. That's just the word

I remember.

Yes:;

A way of describing slapping --

Yes.

-— punching. It is another way of describing using your

hand to strike.
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But talking about handcuffing; did you see any evidence
of handcuffs being used to restrain --
No.

-- any boys?
No.
Going back to the incident where the guitar was broken;
do I take it then that someone went to get another
guitar --
Yes.
-- and you all had to wait, including the boy that was
being beaten until the other guitar appeared?
He just stood where -- he stood up, a boy was sent.
EZD could have sent any of the boys there. We all
knew where the guitar was. It was in his office, on the
left-hand corner of the door. That's where they were
kept. So any one of us could have went and got that.
Again, were the blows -- and was there more than one
blow, on this occasion?
Er, there was only -- well, for that boy, there was two
blows. But for the other boys that didn't break on him,
it was one blow. I don't remember what they had done.
It wasn't for everyone; it was for a group of boys. It
may have been for a group of boys from another house,
because we would all be pulled together in that room

from the different houses.
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Was the target always the boys' bottom?
Yes. And what would always happen is, if there was any
females in the room -- there were a few female staff,
clerical staff. I think there was a matron. You knew
things were going to get bad, because A being
a gentleman, would always ask the ladies to leave the
room. And they would leave the room. I don't know why
they would leave the room. They would need to leave the
grounds if they didn't want to hear what was going on.
But they were asked to leave the room so they wouldn't
witness what was going to happen, because he would do
a lot of swearing, a lot of shouting, a lot of physical
stuff. So that would happen.

When the guitar came out and there was a female
member of staff there, she was asked to leave the room.
You mentioned already that there would be visitors to

the school; did you get a sense that they were impressed

by the --
Oh, yes.
-- regime?

Yes. Anyone who came to Geilsland would be impressed
and would be shocked by what I am saying. They would
have no hint of what was going on. Other than you would
need to think: what would you need to do to a group of

boys to have them all so nice, so well turned out, so
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respectful, so pleasant?

I remember a group of boys coming on a visit from
somewhere like The Kibble, or one of the other homes,
and this boy -- and me being the tour guide and taking
a group of boys around, and one of the boys being so
excited and would really love to come to Geilsland, and
me trying to give him a hint that there is a cost to all
this. I didn't know how I explained it to him. But,
looking back, I was trying to say: look, this doesn't
happen without any -- how can I put it? Cost. Cost is
the best way of putting it. Boys marching about and
standing to attention, and dressing and ironing clothes,
and being so respectful and so understanding, and so
attentive to the staff doesn't come about naturally.

And he was wanting that. He was wanting what you
would see. The place was spotlessly clean. He wanted
that. That came at a cost. You know, everything was at
a cost you wouldn't see as a visitor. As a visitor you
would be really impressed, even the people of Beith were

EZD was so determined

impressed by Geilsland school.
that the reputation of the school was so good that
people would love the Geilsland boys. And also, at
Christmas, when the Geilsland boys would put on their

minstrel show, the people would flock to see the

minstrel show. It would run for three or four nights in
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a local community centre. That was the reputation
wanted to have, and that, to me, was managed for many,
many years without any hint of anything untoward getting
out.

Do you know how long was

I think he retired in 1980. I thought he was still
there when I came into social work. One of my biggest
dreads was being sent to Geilsland with a client,

EZD

wondering how I was going to manage because of

the way I -- mixed feelings I had. But, when I got

there, he was retired. It was a who was

SN I think he retired in -- and I
think they got rid of -- I think the Church of Scotland,
the Board of Social Responsibility, in my opinion got
rid of S, And I think they got rid of him for a
good reason. I don't Kknow.

Perhaps we shall look at that in due course.

You just mentioned there that visitors would be
impressed by the cleanliness, the way the children were
dressed and so on; was that all down to the boys? Were
they doing the cleaning and indeed the pressing of the
clothes?

They did all of that, yes.

As far as cooking was concerned; did you have someone

who would cook for you?
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A.

They had catering staff, yes. They had a cook, aye.
What about domestic staff?

They had domestic staff, yes. They would do that.

One thing you say, at paragraph 63, Brian, is that you
talk about watching other members of staff slapping boys

and so on. But you go on to say there was

an 'atmosphere of fear', which was how
can you elaborate upon that?

I think you were constantly living on your nerves, in in
terms of not sure -- I think the problem -- with the
other staff, you kind of knew where you stood with them
and you could relax. With you were never sure
what was going to upset him. Even your best efforts
could not be enough.

I think had very low self-esteem. I know that
sounds a bit kind of judgemental. But I think -- and if
vou deal with anyone who has low self-esteem, their own
way of feeling better is to put you below them. So no
matter what you do -- in situations of domestic abuse,
you know, and power imbalance between individuals and
groups of people, if the person you are trying to please
can't be pleased, then you can never win. That's the
way I compare it to. In my work, in social work, when
I work with women, mainly women, who had maybe been in

a domestic abuse situation, where they could never
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get -- they used to say, 'I tried to do this, I tried to
do that', well, you will never get it right, because it
is based -- the only way the abuser feels good about
themselves is by putting you down and making you beneath
them. So, when I look back, I think had major
issues in that area.

You tell us about a Christmas incident where
took all the boys who had been resident at the home for
the festive period to the beach at Largs?

Aye.

What was the purpose behind that?

It was madness. It was madness then and it is madness

in hindsight. We had been out for a meal, at new year,

and decided -- there was a tradition in Geilsland,
apparently -- I didn't know this because this would be
my first new year -- where everybody was taken to the
beach at Geilsland, where the ferry is. It's not much.

It is a stony beach. You would all strip off and go
swimming in the Clyde at midnight, that was the thing.
That might be fine for traditions, people have their
traditions. But my problem was you had no choice.
Anyone who tried not to go in, ordered them in.

I think I got away with it by stripping off, keeping my
underpants on, and just standing behind a rock, I can

remember. Because it is all darkness, you remember.
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All you had was the lights from the street lights,
shining into the river. The river was in darkness. And
even got a fright, because some boys, being boys,
were swimming right out. And this is in the Clyde where
the currents are crazy anyway, and the water is at its

coldest.

LADY SMITH: This is where the river is joining the sea.

A.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: So you have the mixture of the currents from

the river and the movement of the sea; is that right?
And it is quite deep, because it is where the ferry came
in. So, if you went down too far, you would, I would
think, find yourself in deep water. So boys were
swimming into those areas and panicked a bit. One
shout from everybody was out.

It just seemed crazy. People were going in naked,
because -- nobody had any towels. These boys were going
in swimming, maybe some wanted to do it. But, for those
who didn't want to do it, there was no choice. I was
one of the ones who didn't want to do it.

And we are talking about boys from 15 --
Up to 18.

-- up to 18?7
Yes.

Some were naked?
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social worker to me. And weeks went by and then
had one of his late night chats with me and let me know
how good a guy he was that he allowed me to get a letter
from my friend. What freaked me out was, I am not sure

ifhad read that or not. I am not sure. He just

knew about it. But he made such a -- there was an air
of mystery around in terms of what he knew and

what he didn't know, that you ended up just confessing
everything, if you know what I mean? It was easier just
to tell on everything, you know. In many ways, it was
like was part of the KGB or something. You just
thought he knew everything about what you had done and
you just assumed that everybody around you was telling
him everything, so you ended up being like that.

So, when that letter came, I knew it could cause me
some problems, even though I didn't ask for it, because
it was other residents where I had nothing to do with
anything, but would hold you either individually
responsible or, even worse, the whole group collectively
responsible.

You put this forward as an example of this bullying
culture?

Aye, aye.

Sort of psychological?

Psychological. Almost like a sort of psychological
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brainwashing, I suppose, you know. I don't think --

I have looked at some cults and stuff, you know. Some
of the things seem to happen in terms of breaking people
down and building them up in an image that you wanted
them to be.

You do tell us about an incident when Mr [BZJN took you
to visit your mother?

Aye.

And on the road back, I think, you had to pick somebody
else up and you were asked to sing?

Yes.

What was the reason behind that?

EZD was notorious for staying up for days on end. Not
sleeping. Working 24-hour shifts, you know. People
worked shifts. The staff worked shifts in Geilsland,
except . Tothis wasn't a Jjob. So was
never off duty, in my opinion. And I think in 's
opinion he was never off duty. So, at times, |Z28

would be up all night and all day. And he was taking me
to Edinburgh to visit my mum and he told me that he had
been up all day and all night and he was really, really
tired, and my job was to keep him awake while we drove
to Edinburgh, by singing.

What did you think at the time of that sort of

behaviour?
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A.

A.

I thought it was bizarre. I am a singer now, so I don't
know if that had any benefit to it. But it just seemed
bizarre. It just seemed a bizarre thing to be doing.
And I was very conscious of watching him, that his eyes
didn't close. I don't know if he was tired or not.
That's what he told me. But I knew he was up all night.
You knew when he was on duty. You knew when he was
around. You knew whenwas in the school and when
he wasn't in the school.

Was a very regular presence?

He was a constant. |48 was a constant presence, even
when he wasn't there, if that makes sense? didn't
have to be there, to be there.

There came a point, Brian, when you left Geilsland.

I think that was August 1974 --

Yes.

-- is that right? Where did you go when you left?

I went home to live with my aunts in _
Although my dad had a house in_ a

three-bedroom house. Because he was away that house lay
empty or he would sublet it to families, sublet it to
couples, and I would go to stay in a two-bedroomed house
with two aunties, an uncle, and their uncle.

Were you now 167

I was now 16, yes.
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with Geilsland, but that -- I am trying to think how you
would describe the state. That constant state of
awareness that you are in, which means that your
adrenaline is pumping all the time. You know, it is
good if you are in a jungle and you are trying to avoid
lions. But, on the day to day, living your life, it is
not good. I developed an ulcer when I was about 16.

I had to have treatment for an ulcer for many,

many vears, and I am convinced it was stress related,
convinced myself that.

At a point, did you -- were you spoken to by the police
to see whether or not Mr would be prosecuted?

My dealings with that, with the police, was all from me.
As the years went by, I had some dealings with Geilsland
where -- as you are probably going to come to -- where

I had to kind of report things on staff and whatever,
and that kind of came to nothing. And I think in my
frustration I started to reflect on my own time at
Geilsland and I thought -- you know, I felt ready to
really look at that now and address that. Because even
though I was a qualified social worker, I had done all
sorts of training and looked at all sorts of theories,

I had never really looked at my relationship with
Geilsland.

Because my relationship with Geilsland was a complex
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one, as you will probably know. I have tried to be as

honest as I can, without -- although I may be painting

EZD as some sort of monster, wasn't
a monster. was a man who did bad things at

times, but he was good as well. That is the area that
kind of caused me some anxiety, and I have come to terms
with that.

Yes, you do tell us there was good stuff at Geilsland,
but nice people can also do terrible things?

Yes. And I think it was family life. I think if you
compare my experience at Geilsland with family life --
most of us will have experience in our family life that
we are forgiving and we move on. But the realisation is
EZD wasn't my family. [248 was a man that was
employed, paid a wage, paid a pension, paid his taxes,
and employed to do a job. Whereas my mum and dad were
my mum and dad. They are not paid. That seemed to be
the area that caused me problems in terms of looking at
it from a professional point of view, about what adults
can do to young people.

You did track down, later on?

Bizarrely, yes. I came across him in Gibshill. |E4u

was working for a youth group, Glasgow something
something of youth. He came down to judge

a competition. And I remember he came to judge
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a competition. It was just full of Gibshill kids, all
running about wild. And was trying to get their
attention. They weren't listening to him, and

I remember feeling so anxious that these kids -- I
remember thinking: these kids don't know who this is.
But what's going to do to a group of kids in
the middle of Gibshill to a group of kids that were
running about, playing? Nothing. But I remember
thinkingisn‘t as big a fear, threat, as he is in
his bubble at Geilsland.

What you say, in paragraph 114, was:

‘was no longer the big intimidating figure he

had been. He was just a small old man.'

Aye, basically.

And I think you note that he died in about 2014 or
thereabouts?

Yes.

Can I just take you to the final page of your statement,
where you say, at paragraph 117:

'One of the biggest learning points for me is when
you speak to young people do what you said you will do.'
Yes.

You think that's important?
Yes. When young people report things to you —-- I have

seen too many incidents where people say to the young
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(11.50 am)

LADY SMITH: Brian, just one thing I want to mention to

A.

everybody before we move on to the next stage of your

evidence. We have referred to both and
Mr to a boy called -and a boy called am-

in the course of your evidence so far, and I just wanted
to remind everybody listening that these are people
whose identities are all protected by my
General Restriction Order, so they cannot be identified
outside this room. That is not a criticism of you,
Brian. It is very helpful if we can just use actual
names in the course of evidential hearings. But it is
also important that people recognise the identities of
some people that we refer to are protected.

Now, are you ready for us to carry on with your
evidence?

Yes.

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, I now want to move on to lock at your

second statement, Brian and, again, I will provide

a reference for the transcript. That's at
WIT.001.001.4461. Again, if I could just ask you to
look at the final page of that statement, that's on
page 49. Can you confirm that you have signed the
statement?

Yes.
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and we would do work on offending behaviour, on life
skills, that type of thing, while they were in care,
with a view that hopefully they would get out of care
and return to the community.

Q. In that process, did you come across someocne who worked
at Geilsland, by the name of

A. Yes.

Q. And how often did you see Mr

A. Well, was one of the boys' key workers.
So the boy was in there for months. So, on a weekly,
regular, maybe twice a week basis, I would have to
contact him and arrange to go to Geilsland. I would
speak to him by the phone. Any contact I had with
GLR can be found in Action for Children's records.
It will be there.

Q. So you had some regular contact?

A. Sorry, regular contact, yes.

LADY SMITH: Just to get this right, chronologically, by
then it must have been about 25 years since you had left

Geilsland yourself --

A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: -- would that be right?
A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: And you hadn't come across this man, I don't

suppose --

T8
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A. No, no, no.
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MR MACAULAY: I suppose what I should have asked you is: did
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you notice much of a change?

Yes, they had knocked down one of the buildings.

I think they knocked down a couple of the buildings.

The White House and the New Vic was knocked down. Where
the New Vic is, they had built new accommodation, and
that's where I would go and meet and the
boy.

And in relation to numbers, now, at this time did you --
I think we are looking at the year 2000 -- get any sense
as to how many boys were in care?

Well, they still had three houses. They had rebuilt on
both sites. I would imagine something similar. I would
imagine that. Could be wrong, but

In any event, what you tell us in your statement is that
on an occasion when you went to see these boys at
Geilsland, you were approached by and he
told you something?

Yes.

Could you tell us about that?

Well, by that point I had known for quite
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a while, so we were quite friendly. We had a lot of
contact together. So I entered the living quarters in
their office, andtook to have a meeting with this
boy. And when I went in,informed me that that
weekend someone had attempted to steal his car. There
was several attempts to steal his car, but this time he
had taken the starter motor ocut. Some of the boys from
the school were attempting to steal his car, a couple of
them got caught and, basically, he assaulted one of
them.
Do you have any reccllection as to what he said about
that?
He said he kicked him, kicked him several times.
What was your reaction to that?
It was a strange one, because I was friendly with him.
But it dawned on me that clearly he feels comfortable in
telling me this, but doesn't realise who I am and what
I represent, you know, as friendly as we are. I says to
him -- I remember saying words to the effect: you need
to watch what you are doing or you are going to end up
in court.

That was my only response. The subject changed very
gquickly. I basically shut him down, you know. In my
head, I wasn't sure what to do with this information.

Well, what did you decide to do with it?
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A.

I decided to just go ahead and meet the boy,

was running through my head. Not sure. What

and that

was

running through my head was: if I report this, he'll

just say he never said it. It it is crazy.

What helped make up my mind is, I left that building

and went to visit the other boy. And when I visited the

other boy, one of 's colleagues informed me that --

and I don't know the boy -- I didn't know the

boy that

allegedly assaulted. I have never met him, but this

other worker informed me that the father of that boy had

contacted him to make a complaint about assaulting

his son. This guy pointed out to the father that his

son had attempted to steal [EB's car, and the
response was: "oh, in that case, I would have
arse as well."

And did that then prompt you to do something?

What that meant to me, that was corroboration.

And --

And I had no choice but to do something about
What did you do about it?

Well, I had my meeting as planned. The other

with social workers. I checked him to see if

father's

booted his

Tty

boy was

he heard

what this member of staff said to me. I don't know

why -- how he couldn't hear it, because we were all

together in a group. But he says he didn't hear
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happened. It went and has been typed up.

I think I had -- I would have given the written
version to part of the organisation. I thought I had
sent it to the Council. Maybe I didn't. But that's the
typed up version of what happened. And it should be
signed, countersigned somewhere, I hope.

Your signature appears at the bottom, I think.

Yes, I have written 'Informed Alan Hind, project
manager'.

In your own handwriting?

In my own hand. But the actual piece of paper I filled
in, he countersigns somewhere.

Yes. If we just look at the first paragraph, what you
appear to have noted, and it has been transcribed here:
'On entering unit found in unit office
alone. On telling me I would also be seeing [the other

boy] ... he informed me that ... had been in some
trouble. He then went on to inform me that his own car
was stolen for the third time from the school grounds,
but he found out who stole it (3 residents). He then
stated that he assaulted one of them, but I'm unsure of
the words he used.’

Aye, I'm not sure whether he says 'booted' or 'bit'. It
was that kind of Ayrshire accent thing. That's all I

meant.
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That was the note that was made at the time by you --
Yes.

-—- to record what he had told you?

Yes.

The other document I wanted to look at in this context
is WIT.003.001.0159.

Aye. Yes, that's it.

So this is in your handwriting?

Yeah.

And this really repeats, in the main, what I have just
read in the other document.

Aye. The problem I have found with this form is it
didn't give you a lot of room. So, obviously, I have
expanded in the typed one. But that's the initial form.
Now, you go on to tell us, from paragraph 26 onwards,
some other allegations that were made to you by boys at
Geilsland, in particular about is that
right?

Yes.

What sort of information were you given?

The main information I got was from the two boys.

I don't think I spoke to any other boys in the school.
So all the information I passed -- that I've got, I've
got from the two main boys that I had been visiting.

And what were they? What allegations were they making?
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Numerous accounts of assaults. Sometimes it was stuff
they had heard about, other boys had told them. Stuff
that had -- in one boy's case that he had been
assaulted, himself, by and he had been
assaulted by another member of staff, as well.

And did you tell the boys that this would be something
that you would have to pass on?

Yes.

And what was their reaction to that?

What you would expect. Fear, vyou know? I suppose at
some level in their mind when you are telling -- I mean,
they could forget who you are and what you represent or
they know who you are and they are telling you, either
way we had a strict policy that we wouldn't be keeping
any secrets, so that I would pass it on. I did reassure
them that they would be safe and that we wouldn't
jeopardise them. But there was no way -- it wasn't
going to be a case of me doing the 'Do you want me to do
anything about this?' That's not really what should have
been happening. So there is no point in giving a false
sense that this is a secret and it won't be going any
further.

Were there any allegations being played against other

staff members, apart from EETNENEEEG:

There was, yes. I think it is in the report. I named

86



10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

them all. Any information they gave me --

I don't think we need note the names. But are you able
to tell us what the nature of the allegations were?
Assaults. Mainly assaults, physical abuse.

One of the boys had a heroin issue and he came back
under the influence and he was assaulted by |[CEalfor
that. I detail that.

Did your reports in connection with these matters -- and
this is at paragraph 46 -- cause the Local Authority to
take certain action?

Yeah. Our procedure was we didn't hold the supervision
orders of these kids; they were held by the Local
Authority.

Yes.

So any concerns we had we passed directly to the Local
Authority. They are the ones that would do any
investigations, although we would be happy to be part of
that.

I think, at paragraph 46, you do tell us that there was
an investigation into Geilsland.

Yes:;

And that Glasgow and Inverclyde took the decision to
stop placing young people there?

That was the information I was given by the head of --

or one of the senior managers in social work, that
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saying, 'These kids can be hard work' or 'These boys can
be hard work', or 'Can be difficult'. I think that was
the words. And I agreed with them, they can be
difficult.

Was there also a police investigation?

There was a police investigation, yes.

And do you know what transpired from that?

What transpired from that is, I gave a statement to the
police about what I knew. The police investigated and
then decided they weren't going to take any further
action. The officer in charge -- which -- I think he's
named. I am not naming him now. I can't remember --
wanted me to come down to Kilmarnock to see him, which
I thought was strange. So I went down to Kilmarnock to
see him. He says he wanted to see me and give me this
information face to face. He didn't want to do it over
the phone. And the information was: is
claiming that he didn't assault the boy. We only have
the boy's word for it.

And the problem was -- here was the problem: the
assault, if it took place, had to have taken place in
front of two of his officers. Two police officers had
returned the boy after catching him and that
assaulted the boy in front of the police. His officers

says that didn't happen. is saying it didn't
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happen. So, on that basis, we can't go any further.
And he says -- he intimated to me it could have

happened and that his officers may be lying, but there

is no way he can prove it. And he wanted to let me know

that he believed me. That seemed to be important to

him: he believed me.

Insofar as Geilsland was concerned; do you know what

happened then to in connection with this

matter?

Nobody ever gave me a lot of information. Through the

grapevine I know he returned to work.

I think you tell us that --

I met someone who knew him, who says he returned to

work. They tried to give him a verbal warning and the

union stood up for him, and that never even happened.
The boy, himself -- the worker from Inverclyde

Council told me to tell one of the -- the victim that

was assaulted that he would be receiving an apology from

Geilsland. I couldn't work it out. An apology for

what, if nothing was going to be done?

But he never received it?

He never received it. Because I would see the boy over

the years. It became a running joke. When I would see

him, I would say: did you get that apology from

Geilsland?
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And he would just laugh.
In relation to what you said about Mr I think you
sald, at paragraph 54, he was suspended?
Yes.
But the trade union stepped in and he kept his job?
Yes, that's the way it looks to me. Although that was
secondhand information from someone. I didn't get that
formally. All I got formally was: it's not going any
further. That's it, it's been concluded.
Now, again, in connection with your role with Action for
Children, did you have dealings with a boy from Kibble?
Yes.
You start telling us about that at paragraph 58.
I think there is an error there, because at the second
line you say he was a day boy. But, in fact, later on
it is clear that he wasn't a day boy.
He wasn't a day boy, no.
He was in care?
He was in care.
What you tell us is you noticed that this boy was
limping and you asked him how he hurt himself, and he
told you -- he made an allegation as to how that had
happened.
He made an allegation that he had been dragged from his

bed, I think at 9 o'clock in the morning, by a member of
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So that was the end of it?
That was in relation to the paying of fines.
Yes.
No staff was going to be disciplined for that.
You have touched upon this a little while ago, but, at
152, your concern, really, is asking the question: how
widespread was this practice of '"When things get
difficult don't write it down'?
Yes.
That's your concern?

Now, you then provide us with -- and I can deal with
this fairly quickly -- three examples of disclosures of
abuse concerning children in care by people who were
involved in the care service. My impression from
reading it is at the time these individuals witnessed
something that may have been abusive, they were young
and inexperienced?

Yes, could be.

Because you tell us, at 155, that this person witnessed,
I think, slapping a boy full in the face,
and this person that spoke to you said he didn't do
anything about it?

Yes, and I think it came about -- I think I was probably
sharing my experiences with him about Geilsland and he

was sharing his experience of seeing something similar
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in another care setting when he was a young student or
a young worker. And it was done in sort of a -- what
was sort of common was, it was being done in front of
large groups of people. So it wasn't done in isolation.
It was done in front of the whole school. This boy was
playing up and just slapped him in the
face. And he felt quite -- and he was just sharing with
me -- he was telling me it's not -- I think what he was
saying to me was it wasn't just Geilsland, because this
is what I witnessed when I was a young worker

And you make the point, in paragraph 155, on page 42:

'I think that incident provides an indication of how
ruthlesscould be back
then.'

Yes.

Back then, I think you are being told -- this is 1978 or
19797

Yes.

You then mention another incident from a lady who was

a young social worker and spent some time as a student
at Geilsland?

Yes.

What she told you was -- and this is, I think, 2002:

'She mentioned to me that she had witnessed brutal

behaviour of staff towards boys during a game she
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of the day. You have given us so much this morning.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: One more name before I rise. |2
was referred to in that last section of the evidence,
and his identity is also protected by my
General Restriction Order and he mustn't be identified
outside this room.

Now, time for lunch.

MR MACAULAY: That's probably a good time for lunch.

LADY SMITH: We will sit again at 2 o'clock, thank you.

(1.04 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. Now, we have another witness,
I think, Ms MacLleod, is that right?

MS MACLEOD: Good afternoon, my Lady. Yes, we do. This is
an applicant who will use the name 'Cheyenne' to give
evidence.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Cheyenne' (affirmed)
LADY SMITH: Do sit down and make yourself comfortable.
"Cheyenne', we need to pick up your voice on that
microphone, not just for people in the room to hear you,
but for our stenographers to listen to you through the

sound system.
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know, didn't do this, didn't do that, but he was allowed
to do it. Just separate, sort of thing. Not part of
the family thing, really, no.

Did you leave the foster placement?

I ran away, yeah. Smashed the place up and ran away.
And I think after that you tell us in your statement
that you moved to a children's home in Edinburgh?

Yes. Redhall.

And was that in around 1972, when you were still eight,

about eight?
Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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0 Secondary Institutions - to be published later

A,

Q. Did you move from -- or were you moved from that home to
another children's home in Peebles?

A. Yes, Craigerne.

Q. And was that when you were around 107?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And something you tell us in paragraph 55 of your
statement -- and I will read this out -- you say:

'Living a life of trepidation, not knowing where
I was going to be thrown next, all of that had an effect
on me and how I behaved.'

A. Pretty much.

Q. So do I take it from that, that you weren't informed or
included in discussions about where you were goling or
why you were in a certain place?

A. No, zero.

Q. Okay.

A. Zero. It was in the car and away we went.

Q. Okay. And indeed when you --

LADY SMITH: I was going to say, 'Cheyenne', you say in your
statement you think you were about ten years old when
you went to Craigerne; is that right?

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: So your life had been pretty disrupted for over
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Every two weeks they would come, they would go, and that
would be that. I didn't make a lot of friends, really.

Well, you do, but they are pretty short lived.

LADY SMITH: Is that because these people were only there

for a short time before they moved on?
They would be there for a day to two weeks. They are

away, either home or sent somewhere else.

LADY SMITH: Not two years, as in your case.

No. So I seen everybody change hundreds of times.

Staff, people.

MS MACLEOD: Being a remand home, 'Cheyenne', I take it that

was a secure place?

(Nods) .

Indeed, I think you tell us there were locks on all the
doors?

Yes, but there wasn't bars on the windows, so ...

Okay.

That's how I escaped.

It maybe an appropriate time to talk, then, about -- you
ran away from there quite regularly, you tell us in your
statement?

Aye, quite a few times.

We will come to look at that.

Who was there when you arrived?
Er, ke I don't know his first name.
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Q.

MTQ

I think.

And did he remain there for your time_
|

Ckay.

And you tell us there were boys and girls there,

although they were separated?

Yes.

And children were there from about ten and a half up to

about 14 or 16 years old?

Yes.
Okay.
SC;

there,

looking to the occasions you ran away from

'Cheyenne', you tell us that on all these

occasions you were ultimately brought back to

Howdenhall?

Yes.

How did Mr deal with you, or what did he do on

your return?

Er, tried to give me the belt.

And I basically wrecked

his whole office and everything in the process. He

never did give me the belt, but I wrecked his whole

office,

and that was

that.

138






place and come back at dinner time.

LADY SMITH: Whose idea was that?

10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. That was McKiernan, because he was sick of

replacing all the windows or whatever.

MS MACLEOD: Okay. And while you tell us that staff members

didn't tend to get physical with you, because you say
they knew you would attack them, you did see, you tell
us, staff members being physical with other children.
Yes, dragging them about, round corners, giving them
a good telling to. That could be a slap in the face,
a punch in the guts. I let them away with that for so
long, so I knew exactly what they did.
Are you pinpointing a particular member of staff there
or was that just a general behaviour of the staff?
Not them all.
Not them all?
No, there were two, three, four, that weren't like that,
but half a dozen that were. That's what they dealt
with, discipline. That's what they called it,
discipline.
Okay.

Paragraph 142 of your statement, you tell us about
an occasion when a staff member grabbed you in the
corridor and took you into the toilet area?

Yes.
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not Roman Catholic, he's a protestant'. Obviously,

a few of them nearly choked on their chicken, sitting at
the table. So they decided to take me as a experiment,
to see if I would fit in, a protestant, into their wee
system thing, but obviously I didn't.

I think you tell us during your time there, you ran away
on two occasions?

Yes, two or three.

Did something happen on your first day there with

a member of staff?

Yes, basically, ten minutes out of my bed, I am getting
slapped across the face with this member of staff
raging, shouting and swearing, telling me to get my arse
down the stairs: "you have five minutes."

So I did. But I took a detour, got another big
metal bar from the boiler room round the back, walked
round and I demolished his car, and told him what I was
going to do to him if he ever put a hand on me again.

One of the Fathers came, 'What's happening? What's

happening?' E‘ather. And that's when I said,
'T think we should phone my mother'. 'No, no, no, we

don't want to trouble your mother', and everything.
So you wanted him to phone your mother --
Yes.

—— and tell her what had happened to you?
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A.

I knew he wouldn't.

Are you able to tell me -- it doesn't matter if you are
not -- the name of the staff member?

No, it was the first morning I'd ever met him, that
morning. I still had the big marks on my face when
Father was in front of me, all the big marks
from this bully. That was my first day there. And it
didn't get any better after that, really. I wasn't
interested in them, their school, nothing. I just
didn't want to be there.

Following on from that; did you spend a few days in

a cell there as well?

No, they never had a cell at that place.

Oh, sorry, you were back at Howdenhall. You were taken
back to Howdenhall. My mistake.

Yes, when they had enough of me, they tricked me,
basically, into getting into a car. We weren't going
somewhere else; we were going back to Howdenhall. And

I wasn't happy about it, really. So the car didn't fair
too well by the time we got there.

So you got into the car, again, not knowing or not being
told where you were going?

It wasn't until I looked towards the front seat I saw my
papers with my name and my property and everything. And

he's got in, I said, 'What do we need this for? Where
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are we going?' 'Calm down, calm down', it was only
Father that was driving, but I totally wrecked

the inside of the car by the time we got to Howdenhall.
I didn't want to go back there. And a whole load of
them came out and took me in and put me in the cell.
Was it a just a couple of days after that that your
social work, Mr- came to Howdenhall and told you
that you were going to another placement?

Yes.

And where was that?

Geilsland.

Did you go to Geilsland from 1978 until around 198072
Yes.

So can you tell me a little bit about Geilsland,

'"Cheyenne'? Who ran Geilsland?

EZD
]
Yes.

And where was the institution?

It was in Beith, in Ayrshire.

If I were to put a photograph of the outside of the

building on the screen; would you be okay with that?
Yes.

Could we look at INQ-000000846, please? Is that the

main entrance to Geilsland?
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Yes, that's the main reception in the house. The Rook.
That's where you went for a couple of weeks until they
decided whether you were going to the New Vic or the
White House. That's where they would put you. Some
people stayed there permanently. I mean, I pitied them,
but

And who you have mentioned; are you able to
tell us where he stayed?

Well, he had a house down the road, half a mile or
something down the road, a bungalow. And he had

an office there.

Did he have an office in the main building there that we
are looking at?

Yes.

Could we now, please, look at a photograph,
C0S-000001378? Are you able to help me with what that
building is?

It could be another building, but it doesn't look like
the White House that I was in.

That's fine. We can take that off, thank you.

The one I was in was stone, harl and more box shaped.
There weren't all the bits.

So you have mentioned and that he
at Geilsland; can you recall any of the other

staff members who were there during your time?

149



10

11

12

13

14

b

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A.

Er, Mr Rooney, the engineer's shop. Mr Leggatt, the
joiner's shop. There was a woman, Liz, I think. She
worked in our house sometimes. The rest of them ...

Okay. Did 's wife have any role to play in

Geilsland?
Yes, she was _
In terms of the layout -- we have looked at that
photograph, and you tell us in your statement that there
were four separate buildings for the boys during your
time?
Three.
Three?
Three.
Three separate buildings, okay.

You have told us that you spent your first few weeks
in the Rook, in the main building, and then you were
moved elsewhere; where were you moved to?

The White House.

LADY SMITH: You say in your statement that the Rook was

A.

a nickname for the first building you were in?

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Do you know why it was nicknamed Rook?

A.

I don't know why or how it got the name Rook. I don't
know. Maybe -- well, he cbviously was a Navy man, so

probably something to do with the shape of the Rook's
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nest, or something. Guaranteed to do with Navy.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A.

You will need to look into that, sorry.

MS MACLEOD: Were you allocated to a dorm?

A,

Yes, in the Rook and everywhere, the other place I went,
yes, I got a dorm.

And did you share that with other boys?

Yes. Three/four.

I think you tell us that the only segregated cell in
Geilsland was in the White House?

Yes.

Now, you have just mentioned it there, and you also say
in your statement that had spent some time
in the Navy?

Yes. No, not the Navy, actually. I swotted up on it.
It was actually two-year naval training academy, that's
what it was.

Naval training?

Yes, that was it. He hadn't been on a ship or a captain
or anything.

Okay. So he had spent time in; what was it, sorry?

A naval academy.

A naval academy, I see. I understand.

And I am pretty sure after that he went to _
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Q. Indeed, I think you tell us -- had you heard about
EZD before you met him?
A. No. It is just what I read up on him afterwards.

LADY SMITH: When you mention _; is that the
B

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: -- which was a List D School?

A. He took me there.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: So you tell us, 'Cheyenne', that at Geilsland
everything was run as if in the Navy?

A. Yes.

Q. Did that include what you wore?

A. How -- what you wore, your routine, marching, what you
wore, how you wore it, how you pressed it, what size it
was. Everything was Navy, everything. Clothes, the
routine, how you dressed. Navy. He had this Navy
thing. Big the Navy man. It just went to his
head a bit, I think.

Q. In terms of the marching; are you able to tell me
a little bit more about that? What was the role of
marching and when were you involved in that?

A. You would get up, get your breakfast, and then you would
all go up to where the sheds were, Vic Lane and all the

houses would line up, then you would all dress off and
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everything, and stand to attention. Then they would
tell you whatever they needed to tell you, and then off
you would go to your sheds.

The same at dinner time. Marched down to your
house, same back up. So you did it three times a day,
basically, marching up, marching down. Everything --
So it was a significant feature of the day?

Every day, three times a day. Checking off, shouting
your number, 1, 2, 3, same as the Navy. The whole thing
was the same as the Navy.

In terms of the set up of boys, you tell us that there
were maybe 60 or 70 boys there at the time?

I'd say around about that, yes.

And aged 14 to maybe 17 or 18?2

Yes. Well, 14 and a half, that's the earliest they
could take you. That's why they had to wait with me,
until 14 and a half, before they shipped me out.

I see.

You have told me that it was situated in Beith.
Something you say in your statement, at paragraph 188,
that I wanted to ask you about is, you say, 'The town of
Beith and used the boys basically as scab
labour.'

Well, that's what I would call it.

Can you develop that for me, in terms of what you mean
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A.

by that?

Well, if you start getting your friends, when they are
moving house or getting redecorated, or anything, the
car fixed, painted, fixed, all his friends, and you get
everybody to do all that for nothing, zero, then what
would you call it?

So you and other boys were being sent out to do these
jobs and tasks in the community?

Yes.

And do I take it you were not receiving payment for
that?

Nothing. Zero.

LADY SMITH: You think these were s friends?

A.

Aye. Yes, they were all his friends. I had seen them
at the school and whatnot. I mean, Beltrami, the
lawyer, at the time was a big shot. He was there,
sitting in his office, when he was gquestioning me about
something that had happened and making a joke out of it,
with this Beltrami sitting, this top lawyer from
Glasgow. He was making some big joke out of that. As
it turned out, he gave me six of the belt when he went

away. But he was making a big joke out of it.

MS MACLEQD: Sorry, making a joke of what? I'm not guite --

A,

Something happened in the motor mechanic's shop, with

this car thing. It got damaged. I knew who done it.
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I wasn't going to say who, and basically I took the
blame for it. And he made a big joke out of it in front
of this lawyer in his office. I always remember it.
This lawyer's, 'Oh, should you plead not guilty'. But,
no, it was dead serious. I mean, as soon as he went,

I got six of the belt. It wasn't a joke then.

That was him amusing himself and this big lawyer.
That was the sort of people he had at the place. There
was always people from the Church of Scotland, with
their collars on and everything, sitting in his office,
walking about. Why they were there, I don't know. He
got one to sit -- he got us all to pair off in groups,
and my one, I ended up with a minister. That lasted two
minutes, basically.

Okay.

I told him what I thought of in plain English and
why I hated him so much. And he never knew what to say,
basically. He got up. Walked up to a member of staff
and then walked out, after what I said to him.

So I don't know what the point of all that was,
putting us all in groups and spilling our guts to
everybody. That's what I seen that as.

Okay. You have mentioned the uniform that you wore; who
was in charge of pressing those uniforms and making sure

they were up to scratch?
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Us. From getting issued it, you have to sew your labels
on the back with your name or whatever, everybody, all
the stuff.

And was there a process of inspection of people's
uniforms?

Every week, a kit inspection. You had to lay it all out
and press it all. And everything had to be perfect.

And who carried out the inspection?

Er, it could be it could be a member of staff
that comes round and marks it all.

What were the consequences if your uniform was not seen
to be as it should be?

Your kit had to be above a certain point; 80 per cent,
85. But if you were in, like, the 95 per cent for two
or three weeks or whatever, you got a weekend's leave.
So he based weekend leave on the kit.

But I deliberately made sure that mines just wasn't
worth inspecting. I wasn't bothered about the bait, the
carrot. I am just not pressing it. I'm not bothered.
Make me.

Was there a schooling element --
Briefly.

-- to your time at Geilsland?
Briefly.

What did that entail?
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So I was like, 'No, I am not staying. I don't care what

you think'.

LADY SMITH: Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady. Was there a boxing ring at Geilsland?

A. Yes.

Q. What was that used for?

A. Punishment. Sport. He used it as a punishment.
Q. Who used it as punishment?

A. EZD

Q. And in what way did he use it as punishment?

A. He would arrange for -- well, one of them was

Strathclyde Youth Clubs. He decided to tell them he
will supply the boxing ring and everything for their
event, this big boxing ring, and he put it together.
And that was punishment, if you got put on that it was

always a bad one. Just a nippy one.
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So were boys encouraged to box against one another in
the boxing ring?

Yeah, aye. Once.

I think you tell us about that time. That you were put
up against another boy, I think as you put it in your
statement?

Aye, I didn't want to box.

Was he a bigger boy than you?

No, no. He was in 's squad, you see. He was all
tattoos from some housing scheme, some tough nut, and
that's who he put me up against.

I think you tell us that -- what you say is you managed
to overcome the boy and that you turned to
and challenged him?

Yes. He came at the corner at me. He came running at
me, full intent to just start battering me, and I just
booted him. That was that, he was on the canvas. And
then I turned on and told him to get his arse in
the ring, 'I have had enough of you'. And he scurried
away with a couple of staff, when he knew I was serious.
I told him, 'I tell you what, I will come to you. Take
the gloves off, get them off. I am coming to you',

I had had enough of him.

Do you remember there being any inspections while you

were there?
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Just, aye, there was a lack of atmosphere because of
it. They didn't want to do one thing wrong and be sent
to to get six of the belt.

You say that even the staff were intimidated by
Aye. Again, that's what I did, I watched them.

Everybody. That's what I did. Even the staff called

him, like, they called him some of them, some of
them, it was Mr and yes, sir; no, sir, a lot of
them.

But, aye, he did have, I would say, personal, closer
friends on the staff that called him . That's what
that told me. They were his closer buddies. So they
needed to be watched even closer.

Did any of the other staff give you the belt?

Yes, a couple gave me the belt on the hands.

On the hands?

Yes. It was only him that put you over the chair.
Okay.

Moving on, then, to that part of your statement
where you start to tell us a bit about the physical
behaviour that you experienced from [ZCNEEEE. That
starts at paragraph 212 of your statement. You tell us,
in fact, on your first day, after being given a tour of

the school, that you went to his office and that he
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asked you what you thought of Geilsland?

Yes.

What did you say?

I didn't like it.

What happened?

That's when he grabbed me round the neck, slammed me off
the door, and said, 'You will fucking like it'.

Pardon my language.

That was my introduction to Geilsland. Luckily, my
mother and the social worker had left the drive when he
did that to me. That's how we started, me and ZEJ}
But I just put up with it, all that same carry on for
two years. So I had been around the block a few times,
you could say, and I am not going to put up with that
from him. That's what he doesn't know at that point.

It is just another place on my Jjourney. He's maybe
taught everybody else there that 'I am the boss', but he

didn't realise it wasn't going to work with me.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, I see it is almost 3 o'clock.
LADY SMITH: Would that be a convenient place to break?
MS MACLEOD: Maybe.

LADY SMITH: 'Cheyenne', I usually take a break about this

point in the afternoon; would it work for you?

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Five/ten minutes?
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A. Yes, anything you want.

LADY SMITH:

(3.00 pm)

(3.13 pm)

LADY SMITH:

on?

A, Yes.

LADY SMITH:

MS MACLEOD:

All right, we will take a break just now.

(A short break)

Welcome back. Are you ready for us to carry

Thank you. Ms MacLeod.

My Lady.

'"Cheyenne', you tell us in your statement that on

yvour fourth night in Geilsland that you ran away?

A. Correct.

Q. Where did you go?

A. Er, I went down to Beith. Stole a truck. Drove it to

Edinburgh, and then hid out at a friend's place.

Q. Were you caught by the police?

A. Yeah,

we were caught a couple of days later.

Q. Were you taken back to Geilsland?

A. Yes, Z4M

came through and picked us up at the police

station and took us back in his car.

Q. Had you run away with another boy?

Q. Okay.

Back in Geilsland, you mentioned in your

statement that grilled you both?
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Yes.

Can you tell me what happened there? What did that
involve?

Well, he never realised at that point that I had stolen
a 18-tonne truck when he came and got us. He never knew
at that point. It wasn't until we went back and he
asked, 'How did you get to Edinburgh?', and I said,
'Well, I stole a truck'. He wasn't very happy,
obviously.

How old were you?

Well, I was 14 and a half when I went there.

So still 14 and a half?

14 and a half. But I knew how to drive a truck through
my dad.

Were you put in a cell, in Geilsland?

Yes.

Was that the cell in the White House?

Yes, on a couple of occasions.

Were you put in there with the boy that you ran away
with?

Yes, I was put in with - and the next day they took
-out and left me in for about a week.

Staying with the day that took you back to
Geilsland and grilled you, put you in the cell; did

something happen during that first night you were in the

165



10

11

12

13

14

1:5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

cell?

Yes. Bbout 1 o'clock he came across -- well, we were
taken across to his place, to his office.

Who took you across to the office?

A member of staff took us across.

To 's office?

Yes.

When you arrived at the office; who was in the office?
Er, one member of staff was sat in the office.

And was there?

Yes. We were in pyjamas and house coats, slippers, when
he took us from the cell to his office. That's what we
had on, pyjamas.

At that time, what was your understanding about why you
were going there?

I knew it was here we go. This is it.

Okay.

I had heard about , obviously, from people about
Geilsland, older people in the assessment centre whose
brothers were there and everything. So I had already
had a rundown about this that he was a nasty bit
of work. So this was going to be my first encounter
with him.

Okay. So you are telling me that you had heard things
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Yes.

Was that in Howdenhall?

Yes.

Okay. What had you heard about him?

Just that he was bad. Bad, know what I mean? Bully.
Bad, just bad news.

Ckay.

Plus he was at _previous to that as well, and
people in the assessment centre, their brothers were
there, and their brothers were at Geilsland, and now
they are in the assessment centre. That's how I got to
know about through these people.

Okay. So you got to know about him --

Yes, I heard about him being bad.

When you say 'being bad'; are you able to just help me
with what exactly you had heard?

It was more the case that you didn't want to go there
with that he is really strict. Really -- well,
it was classed as the strictest List D School in
Scotland at the time. That's what it was classed as.
What was classed as that?

Geilsland. He was proud of that. He run a tight ship,
B@ i

Okay.

Just sad. I didn't want to be a sailor, so
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Okay. So coming back to this occasion where you had
been in the cell and a staff member came to get you and
the other boy around 1.00 in the morning --

Yes.

-- took you to 's office; were you both taken
into the office, you and the other boy?

No, we were outside and they shouted me in first. The
member of staff that was sitting, he's turned to him and
asked him, 'Do you mind getting me a cup of coffee,

Mr X, Y, Z?' And he is, 'Oh, no problem', and off he
goes, away through the kitchen.

He has come round the desk, grabbed me, slammed me
up against the wall, 'You little fucking bastard', that
was the first thing he said to me.

Yes. Then he slammed me against the wall, punched me in
the guts, and then I got the belt, obviously.

If it was 1.00 in the morning, you have told me that you
and the other boy were in your pyjamas and house coat
and slippers. You may not remember this, but were
EZD and the staff member still in day clothes?

Yes.

They were?

Yes, just normal clothes. Weren't dressed for bedtime,

no.
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of, what I have just done. He knows I am not very happy
with him or his school. I have already told him

I didn't like his school. So it was just a war with me
and him from there on in, really.

Did anyone come and see you in the cell during those
days?

Yes, he sent _up with cream.

For your injuries?

Yes. I told her where to put it. I am not hiding up

what your_done. I am not hiding it.
Didcome to see you in the cell?

He did, aye.

And what happened on that occasion?

Well, he came in, he brought me my breakfast, actually,
sat down, and he went and sat on the toilet seat with
the lid down, and I didn't bother even getting up with
him. And he said, 'What are we going to do with you?'

I says, 'Send me to Longriggend, away from you', but he
never did send me.

You tell us in your statement that a few weeks later you
appeared in the Sheriff Court in relation to the running
away incident and stealing the truck. What you say is
thatappeared to plead your case?

Yes.

What did that involve?
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Basically, trying to make something better than what it
was. I would say my character. I don't know, he was
trying to paint me better than what I was.

Okay.

Maybe he didn't like the thought of him having to stand
there and admit you have failed, you have failed on this
one. You might have done it for 16 years with every
other one, but not this one. I don't know. Maybe he
didn't want the one failure, personally. I don't know
why he pled my corner, or maybe it was to get me back to
Geilsland, to get his spite on me. I don't know.

I don't know how his mind worked.

Were you taken back to Geilsland after the court?

Yes.

Something you say, in paragraph 227, is
detested you after that incident?

I would say so, yes. I would say so. After the damage
that it had done, the reputation of the school was in
tatters. It was done, finished.

Was there an impact on the reputation of the school in
the local community following that incident?

Yes, the whole village of Beith, the church, they never
wanted him in the church, nothing. Better he stay away
for a while. So, basically, all communication that he

did have for 16 years was gone.
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What in particular was it about that incident, do you
think, that led to that change?

Er, well, when I absconded I broke into the Sunday
school. I never knew it was the Sunday school, it never
looked like a church or anything. I broke into that and
I broke into the church.

Ckay.

But I will state that I never stole any money from the
church.

And following on from that incident; did you receive the
belt on other occasions from

Er, yes, loads. Well, when I got pulled in about -- one
of the staff enlightened me and says, when he was
sitting, looking through the book, he said, 'You have
had more of the belt than anybody in the history of the
school, for one person'.

Is that from looking at the punishment book?

Yes, the punishment book.

So when the belt was administered; was it written down
in the book?

Yes, who gave it, how many, whatever it was for, in the
book. And I had more entries than anybody else. The
belt never really bothered me; it was over and done with

in two minutes.

On the occasions when belted you; did that
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involve a leather chair, you have described?

Aye.

And the same belt you have described, with the nail?
The same one.

When he belted you; was that on the backside?

Yes, 1t was meant to be, but it varied where it landed.
I would say that was down to how much drink he had had,
obviously.

So it could be from your back down to lower legs?

Yes, lower back down to the top of your legs.

You mentioned an occasion when you refused to call

EZD 'sir'?

Yes.

Where in the school did that happen?

That was in his office.

What was the repercussion following on from that?

I just said, 'I will never call you that. My old man's
a better man than you and I don't call him it, so I am
never calling you it, Mr '. That's all I called
him.

And how did he respond to that?

He wasn't happy. Everybody else was saying yes sir, no,
sir, and I was calling him Mr just a mister. He
didn't like that.

In paragraph 230 of your statement, you provide some
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evidence about boys collecting money for charity. You
talk about a time, I think, you were collecting in
Paisley and you said you were pennies short of your
target?

Yes.

And you offered to make it up from your own money, but
EZD didn't agree to that?

Aye, like 6p, or something, but I am not allowed to
donate. So I didn't get a weekend's leave because of 6p
or 3p or something.

The next time you were out collecting; what happened?
That was the next day, and I just waited until I knew
I had enough for the bus fare, me and this other guy,
—

And did you take the bus and run away?

Aye, after dinner time that was it, right to the bus
station, got a bus to Edinburgh.

Again, were you caught and taken back to Geilsland?
Yes.

And were you put in the cell again?

I was, yes.

What happened on that occasion?

I smashed the cell up. I was sick of having my dinner,
like, 20 minutes after everyone else right under me,

bringing me just any crap, basically. So I ripped all
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the sink out, smashed all the toilet, flooded the place
underneath. Chaos, really. I thought: well, where are
they going to put me now?

Were you called to 's office for any kind of
punishment on that occasion?

No, because I threatened to kill him: the next time he
puts a hand on me, I am going to kill him and that will
be that.

So that's why he started getting other people to
give me the belt instead of him, because I told him,
'You come near me, I am going to do it'.

Okay. You described in your statement a time when you
were in his office and you sensed that he was going to
give you the belt and you formed a plan?

Yes, I grabbed a cup off his mantelpiece and told him
how it was going to be, basically: I am going to stick
it in your head if you come near me.

What did you take off the mantelpiece?

A cup, a trophy. He had a big line of them on his
mantelpiece. I just grabbed one of them when he went in
the drawer to get the belt, just like he did the first
time. I told him no, raging. I would kill him if he
wants to come near me, put a hand on me, that's it, I am
not going to mess anymore. 'I am going to do you'. And

everybody in the house could hear me shouting at him,
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every single word, that I was going to kill him, stab
his eyes out his head, if he came near me. Everybody
heard what I said.

So that was the start of the war with me and him,
really.

He knew I am going to do him. I can only take so
much, really. I knew if I put a hand on him that's me
shipped out to somewhere even worse, probably, some
locked up unit somewhere for assaulting. That's why
I never assaulted him.

While you were at Geilsland; did you ever report what
was happening to you in there, in terms of, for example,
what -- how he was behaving and the ways in
which he treated you, administered the belt, and
physically assaulted you? Did you report that?

Only the few occasions that I got home leave, I would
sit and tell my mother that he was nothing but a big
bully, for the way he treats everybody. But she didn't
really think that it's assault and everything that he is
committing; she just thinks he is a bully. She is, 'Oh,
just keep your head down, you will be out soon', that's
the response I got from my mother.

You talk in your statement about being segregated from
everybody else for a period at Geilsland; could you just

tell me what led to that?
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sometimes at weekends, and I think you mentioned

a minister that you may have spoken to.

It was more that -- that interaction with that minister,
it was more me telling him that's exactly what he is.
He is not what you think he is; that is exactly what he
does to everybody in here. It was that kind of
conversation.

That was you describing to this minister?
Ayve, and he was going to pass that off as, 'Oh, he
doesn't like me', whatever, that's what he is going to
pass off to that minister as and I know it. He is not
going to take it serious that it's assault that he is
committing.

Bs far as you are aware; did anything come of you
telling that to the minister?

No, nothing. Just like the letters I wrote to my
mother, and she never got any of them.

So each week were you given the opportunity to write

a letter to your mother?

Aye, everybody had to sit in the dining room and write
the letter.

And once you wrote the letter; what happened to the
letter?

Stick it in an envelope, they take them away.

The staff?
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on the list', so I got my stuff together, went across,
laid it out, spoke to him, and then on the bus away,
really. That was it.

Okay. One thing you tell us is that told
you that he had never had to work as hard for his money
as he had done with you?

That's what he said. I was quite pleased with that.
And you said he offered you a Church of Scotland tie?
Yes. I never took it.

After leaving Geilsland, then, 'Cheyenne', you tell us
that, I think, Geilsland had organised a job for you
when you left?

Aye, just before I left. He would send you, two or
three of you, with a member of staff to try and find

a job. It was a lot easier then. I got one in
Newhaven, _ I left Geilsland. The next
day I woke up, I was standing in fish guts in

a different world, just like that.

You have just told us that you didn't know you were
leaving until the day you left?

No.

So is it fair to say then that you didn't have any
preparation --

No, zero.

-- for leaving?
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don't speak to me.

So that's how I was a lot of the time with them.
Every day was just drudgery, every day the same thing,
march, march, march. It was like a hamster wheel, a big
hamster wheel with everything in it, every day, same
thing, same people, same carry on with every day.
He was determined to break me.

So, yes, I could have made life easier for myself,
put up with everything they were dishing out, but that's
not me.

You provide some evidence here as well about the impact
that the attack by the dogs had on your life, throughout
your life. Something you say is:

'Fighting a human wasn't any bother to me after the
dogs attacked me.'

I knew that human couldn't do anything that they done to
me. Nothing. I knew the fight that I put up for

20 minutes, with the two Alsatians, at seven years old.
So, no, it didn't bother me. I wasn't scared of
anybody, really.

You say that's how you measured every threat against you
in your mind?

Yes, as I was growing up. I knew then that I can do
that, well, I can deal with them. They are not

a threat. They are not nothing like what they did to
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'T thought that if I spoke to the Inquiry then at
least I can in a way prevent the people who were
supposed to be looking after me, in particular

getting away with what they did.'

And you say:

'I want an honest picture painted of .‘
Yes, that's exactly what he was like. Not his memoirs;
what he was like, from our point of view.

You hope that through you providing your evidence to the
Inquiry it might encourage other people to come forward
about places like Geilsland?

Every one of them.

You finish by saying that you hope that everything is
brought out in the open and new rules are put in place
in these care places?

Yes, they have to be. There are still people out there.
I know that and you know that. There are still the
wrong kind of people in these places, and it is not
until they actually do something that you know they are
the wrong people. It's as simple as that. 1In all these
establishments, they are all in there, but you just
don't know about them.

It hasn't gone away. They are just going to be even
murkier for all this. They are going to get prosecuted

and dragged over the coals. They are going to be even
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thanks, don't forget that.

A. Thank you very much.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: A couple of names to mention. One was the
second name that this applicant has, he used
it as one point. But he has chosen to be anonymous, and
he is not to be identified outside of this room. And
the other one, a name of someone who was a boy at
Geilsland with him, called _ He is not to be
identified outside of this room.

Now, I think that's it for today, Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEQD: I think so, my Lady. Tomorrow we have two live
witnesses, the first appearing by video link.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS MACLEOD: At 10.00. And then another live witness, and
then we hope to do some read-ins.

LADY SMITH: We will see how it goes. Is the second witness
due in the afternoon or also in the morning? I can't
remember.

MS MACLEOD: My understanding is he is due at 11.45.

LADY SMITH: 11.45, and hopefully we will then do some
read-ins in the afternoon. We will see how it goes.
Thank you wvery much. Thank you.

(3.55 pm)

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am the following day)
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