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Between paragraphs 98 and 135, he describes his time
at Hillside Residential School in Fife.

Between paragraphs 136 and 139, he describes his
experiences at St Mary's Kenmure, in Bishopbriggs.

Then, in paragraph 40, he speaks about Moore House
School, in Bathgate. That's paragraph 140 to 143.

At 144, the witness begins to describe his
experiences at Geilsland. I will move to that part of

the statement.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: 'TI was still 15 years old when I went to

Geilsland, in 1998. I was in Geilsland for over a year.
Geilsland was run by the Church of Scotland. Geilsland
is in Beith, a small town about 20 miles south-west of
Glasgow. was Geilsland
when I was there. Chris McNaught was the assistant
manager.

'I think a lot of the staff were ex-military or
ex-police, two in particular called and I
you tock one look at , you would think he was in
the army. He was about six feet tall and full of
muscle. was a bit smaller, but there wasn't
an ounce of fat on that man. Nancy was an old lady,

I think she was in on her 60. She said she used to work

for a prison. Alan was an average guy. There was
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Tom Mormon, and another Tom, but he didn't come across
as a friendly guy which seems unfortunate if you are
going to work with children.

'There was a woman called Claire, a man called

another man called Tam, and a guy we called Wisp,
because of his hair. Everybody liked Wisp. He was into

music and we played guitar and piano together. He was
a pretty cool guy. I don't believe he would have done
any harm to kids.

'"When I think about it there was no one younger than
me in Geilsland. They were all 15 years old or older,
because could you stay in Geilsland until you were
18 years old. Before I even moved to Geilsland they
took me there for a visit. My social worker,

Audrey Reid, took me and showed me around. They showed

me the workshops and what to expect.'

LADY SMITH: Just pausing there, Ms MacLeod, we should

perhaps note when you referred to this applicant being

into music and playing guitar and piano with a member of

staff, > ¢ Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be publishe

MS MACLEOD: That's right, my Lady. Secondary Institutions - to be publis

Secondary Institutions - to be

LADY SMITH: But he does seem to have been able to carry on
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to sleep, then back in the morning for a shower and then
back to school again.

'Every unit had three different night staff. 1In
Garnock Unit there was and Robert, who we called
Rab. Rab was usually up for a laugh and a carry on.
Thirdly, there was an older chap whose name I can't
remember. Sometimes there was one member of staff on
night duty, sometimes there were two.

'They had a small dining area in Lomond where we
would sit. They had that in all the units. We had
breakfast there in the morning and, at lunchtime, we
would come back from the educational unit and, after
lunch, we would go to the workshops where we learned
a trade. 'In Lomond Unit the food was good. It was
a lot better than in Garnock Unit. I can't remember the
name of the lady who cooked in Lomond Unit, but
everybody liked the food. She was only there for
lunchtime and tea, she was away after that. For supper,
you could make a bit of toast or something. The staff
would take you into the kitchen to do that. They had
a main kitchen, but in Garnock Unit every dormitory had
its own little kitchen to make a coffee. The staff were
fine if somebody wanted a toast or a packet of crisps.

'"They had showers in Geilsland, not baths. Every

dormitory had its own shower. I think there was bath in
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attack in Geilsland, but he was okay. Most boys liked
him.

'"They did have a kind of football pitch, but nobody
was interested in physical education. It was rare that
you saw boys running about with a football. I think
a lot of the boys were lazy at Geilsland. They did have
equipment for badminton and others sports, but nobody
was really interested in them; they were more interested
in getting into trouble or running away.

'Sometimes, but very rarely, the staff would take us
on an activity, like ice skating or something like that.
Sometimes the staff would take us to their houses. They
would hire a video that maybe wasn't in our age group,
maybe an 18 certificate. Instead of taking us back to
the unit, we would watch it there. In Garnock Unit
there were two members of staff who did that, the first

was EaRl who was called the second was

ERW took us to his dad's

house, which was near an airport, but it wasn't far from

Geilsland either. 's dad was there, too.

I don't know his name. He was just an old man.

zHVK
L

'Nothing physical happened when I was there, but
I did find it a bit strange that certain people took us

to their houses.

' did have a gym at his dad's house and
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way I was brought up. So it didn't bother me, to go to
church. I never understood why we didn't go to church
on a Sunday. We were only at church for about half

an hour. They would teach us a bit of the Bible.
Sometimes other people would come to the church. There
was a man from America who came. He had a hard life.

He was raised by mice. There was even a choir from
America that came. After we had been to church, we went
back to the workshops or the classes. I wasn't aware of
any sectarianism at Geilsland.

'"The chapel was on the grounds of Geilsland. I have
seen pictures of the church recently and it looks a lot
different from when I was there. They do weddings there
now.

'If you were doing good in the workshops you would
get a very small payment. It wasn't very much, but you
would get something. In the plumbing workshop I learned
how to fix a toilet and how to fix a sink. I remember
when I was in the joinery workshop I used to build
chairs and tables. They were then sold on to people.

So you were learning, but they were making profit of us
doing that. I was told that by the guy who was the head
of that workshop. His name was [AE but we used to

call him I overheard him saying to someone that

the chairs were getting sold.

12
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progress. They had meetings like that to see how I was
getting on at school, how I was getting on with the
other boys. Those meetings were in the conference room
in the main house in Geilsland.

'There was a guy called Tom Mormon who used to come
to all my meetings with me. Tom Mormon was the manager
of the unit before took over. Tom lived in Beith
and we got on well because he played piano as well. He
taught me some pieces. He was a really nice guy. Then
he left and came on as manager. He is another
one who would have smelled the drugs was
bringing in and did nothing about it.

'At weekends most boys would go home and see their
families. There was myself and three other boys who
were the only four who didn't go home. Other boys were
committing crimes all the time, but they still got to go
home. Some boys were running away from Geilsland to
Beith and getting drunk or throwing stones at windows,
and other boys were committing crimes when they were
home for leave, but they still got to go for home leave
again after that.

"My mum and dad were always fighting and I couldn't
see my mum when I wanted to. It wasn't the school that
was trying to stop me; it was my dad. My dad was trying

to prevent me from seeing my mum. He was working

14
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through lawyers to create a stigma. He always liked to
control people. My mum used to be scared of my dad, but
not now.

'"There was a guy who worked in Geilsland called
Tom Mormon. He was the manager of the Garnock Unit at
one point, before a guy called took over. Tom
was a good guy. He had a sports car. He took me down
once to see my mum _

'Every home I was in, I always found a way to see my
mother. Geilsland reminded me of Bishopbriggs, but it
was open, you could walk out if you wanted. Whereas you
were locked up in Bishopbriggs.

'I didn't have any problem with being bullied by any
of the other boys. I could hold my own. There was
a report in the papers years ago about a man abusing
boys in the unit. His name was because he had
_. He didn't do anything to me. It was
a female member of staff who found out about it.

I think her name was - She went to do something
about it, but he murdered her and then killed himself.

'The reason I knew there was somebody dodgy about
was that he took me out in a minibus one day when
we had to pick up something from home. He was telling
me stuff about other boys that he shouldn't have been

telling me. He told me that one particular boy was

15
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bisexual and that he fancied me, a member of staff
shouldn't have been telling me that.
punched a boy in the eye and gave him a black eye, but
he a blamed it on another boy. I can't remember that
boy's second name, but he got put out of Geilsland. He
was the type of boy who could stand up for himself.

was the kind of guy who if he liked you,
he liked you, and if he didn't, he didn't.

certainly didn't like me. He made threats
against me. It was through that this boy

got moved to another placement. Me and this boy were
like brothers, but I can't even find him online because
I can't remember his second name it is that long ago.

' was the one who was bringing drugs

into the boys at that time and the boys couldn't afford

to buy the drugs. ended up emigrating to

another country. It was another boy who told me that at
a later date, that it was who was bringing
in the drugs and that he emigrated. Apparently staff
found out about him bringing cannabis in to the boys and
he took off. In my opinion, it should be an automatic
prison sentence for someone in that position bringing

drugs to young wvulnerable persons.

'"Every time was on duty the smell of
cannabis would hit you. I don't know why

16
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was bringing drugs in to the unit. I don't know if he
was getting paid. I remember a number of the boys he
was associated with. They used to be in the unit

together all the time. I knew it was

bringing the drugs in. I think that was the reason he
moved me to the bottom dormitory. I think
realised I had worked out what was happening.

'Anyone could smell the cannabis. The thing that
SNR , walked into that unit and would say he
was just popping in to see that everything was all
right. He was there less than two minutes and then he
would leave. He was basically turning a blind eye to
the drug use.

'I was assaulted by the member of staff called ERT
Me and a friend planned to run away. I was going to see
my mother and he was going to come with me. He was
willing to come with me. There was a train station near
Beith and we had it planned. When we were going to get
the train late at night we were going to sneak on to the
train to Glasgow and from Glasgow down to Stranraer, but
it didn't go according to plan. We got outside the
building and that's whencaught us. He was one of
the night staff at Garnock. I think there was another

member of night staff on duty that night, but I am not

17
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sure who. When caught me, he through me against

a wall and cut my head open. I still have a scar there.
Normally was okay with people, but that time he
came behind me, put me in a headlock and threw me up
against a wall.

'"The funny thing is didn't do anything to the
other boy. I was the main target that night. The other
boy just went to his room. I have no idea why |SiE did
that to me, I wasn't threatening him or acting in
a threatening way. After he threw me against the wall
pushed me back to the building and I went away from
him. I did say to that he had no right to do that
to me. I could understand that if I was acting up he
would have to have the right to restrain me, but not to
throw me up against the wall.

'T know I wasn't the first person to be hit by ,

ERT gave another boy a black eye.

because one night
That boy didn't take it any further. He didn't get the
police involved. I didn't witness it, but it got round
the unit. The boy must have told people what happened.
I am pretty sure hit a few other boys as well.
' was the one who assaulted me with the chair.
It was another night when I was running away. I can't

remember who I was going to run away with, it was that

long ago. I hid in one of the built-in wardrobes in the

18
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bedroom and my friends hid in the others. came
storming into my room, looking for me, and then I heard
him up on the roof. I could hear him swearing. He
said, 'No one's going to be fucking running away when

I am on'. He came back down from the roof, through my
bedroom window. He then found me in the wardrobe and he
threw me to the other side of the room. He was capable
of doing that. He had very muscular arms. He was in
a rage. He lifted a wooden chair and threw it at me.
It broke on my foot and my whole foot was black and
blue. If that chair had hit me differently it could
have killed me.

'When I confronted about it the next day,

I took my trainer off and showed him what he had done to
me. He didn't show any remorse or say he was sorry. He
said, 'Well, you will know not to fucking run away when
I am on'. He said it gquite aggressively. I would say
a lot of the boys were scared of I heard round
the unit that other boys had been hit by and SHEN,
too.

'T don't know if my injured foot was noticed by any
other staff. The PE teacher was off work for a few
months after he had a heart attack and that might have
been the same time that injured my foot.

'I tried to stay away from after that. The

19
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only time I would see him was at the dinner table.

I tried to stay away fromand ERT pEW
well. I would ask the day staff who was going to be on
duty that night. If they said it was , I would be
in my bedroom before he even came to the door. If you
could get away with hitting children, I Jjust wanted to
stay away from him.

'I believe that there was more staff that were
lifting their hands to children. I think it was well
known what was going on. I think some of them shouldn't
have been there. I think some of them were ex-forces.

I thought that at the time. You can pick up on people's
mannerisms. Also, it was going around the school that
was in the SAS and that was a Royal Marine.

'I got threatened in my bedroom by . I was
accused of doing something I hadn't done and he was
threatening to get me done in if I went to prison. The
way he sounded it was believable. Luckily a few months
later I was able to leave.

'When threw me up against the wall and cut my
head open, the police were involved. I was really angry
and I smashed my room up and demanded he phone the
police. The police came the same night. I think it was
the police from Beith. The police took a statement from

me in the office andwas in the office with me

20
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when I was giving my statement. The police were there
for five or ten minutes and then they left. I don't
know if had shown my files to the police.
Something tells me they did, because the police were not
friendly. They were not nice at all. The police told
me that I had done it to myself. As I said to the
police: what reason would I have for throwing myself
against a wall?

'I didn't get any medical attention. The next day
I spoke to other staff about whathad done, but no
one was interested. I did mention that a couple of my
progress meetings that I had been assaulted by and
SN They said they were going to investigate, but
they did nothing. David Drake, Audrey Reid,

Chris McNaught and Tom Mormon would all be
at my progress meetings. I presume they would have
written down what was happening at the meetings.

'I am not aware of the police being called out for
anything like that any other time. When I was assaulted
by I didn't bother phoning the police because
I didn't think there was any point.

'What angers me is that I didn't get to go to
an independent living unit. I was Jjust thrown in at the
deep end once I left Geilsland. The Social Work

Department actually went against what the Children's

21
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you, not to 1lift their hands to you. When I was thrown
against a wall by Sl T was disbelieved. All I can
hope is for a bit of justice for kids who are abused in
the care system. I believe that kids who have been
abused in the care system should get compensation.
Regardless of where it may be, it is still happening
somewhere.

'T have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

Alexander signed the statement on 9 March 2022.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. Mr MacRAulay.

MR MACAULAY: Now, my Lady this is an applicant who wants to
remain anonymous and use the name 'Sean' in his
evidence.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Sean' (read)

MR MACAULAY: His witness statement is to be found at
WIT-1-000000793.

'Sean' was born in 1987. He begins by telling us
about his life before going into care:

'I was born in Inverness and lived with my mother
and stepfather. My parents separated as a result of my

father throwing my mother down the stairs when he found

26
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Lomond Unit was for sex offenders. There was a big
fence all around the property, but the gates weren't
locked.

'"Geilsland was scary. It was all boys. It was full
of proper car thieves and people in for serious assaults
from Glasgow and the surrounding areas, and I was from
the Highlands.

'I was with boys who had quite happily stabbed
people and were proud of it. I had never mixed with
people like this before. As much trouble as I had been
in, I had never done anything like that and I wouldn't
have dreamt of it.'

At 34, he says:

'Geilsland Some staff
members were good and some were bad. My key worker was
called and he was a really good guy. I remember
a woman called Sheena who gquit. I don't know why she
quit.'

Then over to paragraph 39:

'We were allowed to phone home whenever we wanted.
You just went to the office to ask to use the phone.
They were pretty flexible about this.'

Then he provides some information about the routine.

He says, at paragraph 43:

'TI was in flat 2, which was between flats 1 and 3.

32
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teachers were happy with this because they had an easy
day. It was an absolute disgrace.

'After school we went back to the unit and played
pool and hung around. We didn't have any homework.
There weren't any books or board games.'

At 58:

'"The school was owned by the Church of Scotland, so
they marched us up to church on Sunday. We Jjust wore
our normal casual clothes. I was christened as a baby,
but I didn't believe in God.'

Moving on to paragraph 62, where he is talking about
trips that had been organised:

' and took us to Lake Windermere
on one occasion. The boys on this trip [and he mentions
who they were] ... at the end of this trip and
a boy called - grabbed me and threw me off the pier
into the lake. I didn't find this funny. This was
because I had climbed out of the window one night on to
the ledge and hidden the trainers belonging to one of
the members of staff. It was a practical joke. I was
too stubborn to change out of my wet clothes and sat in
them on the bus back to Geilsland.'

Then at 64:

'"The staff knew we were taking drugs, but we were

given passes anyway. They didn't monitor where we went.

34
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and how much money we had. We would go to the local
shop and steal alcohol. We ran away until we got caught
by the police, usually after a few hours. The unit
wasn't locked. Sometimes we could creep out at night
and get back in again without being noticed.

'I had an issue with bed wetting from when I was
gquite young. There was a protective cover on the
mattress in Geilsland and the cleaners would change the
bed. Sometimes I would pull the sheets off if they were
wet and put them next to the washing basket. I was able
to take a shower after this happened.

'I got picked on by for wetting the bed. He
was always polite, but after I made a complaint about
another staff member, he totally changed and he told the
other boys I wet the bed. The other boys then teased
me. A boy told me that [Salll had told him. I remember
[another boy] ... also wet the bed.

'"The night staff came on duty every evening at about
9.00 pm. They always worked in pairs. One would come
into your bedroom and one would wait outside.

'One night when I had been at Geilsland for about
two or three months there was a new member of staff who
came into check on me. She was blond with blue eyes and
five foot eight or a bit taller. She was in her late

308 or early 40s. She told me my television was too
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loud, so I turned the volume down.

'I heard foot steps go downstairs, so I turned the
volume up again a couple of notches. She must have been
pretending to go downstairs, because she burst back into
my room along with a staff member called [giM who was
also on duty for the first time. He was a big guy who
looked like Charles Bronson. He had a shaven head and
was in his late 30s. When we were initially introduced
to them in the corridor before they started their shift,
they said they had both worked at Kerelaw before
Geilsland.

'They gave me the fright of my life. I jumped up on
to my bed because I felt threatened. UM grabbed me by
the scruff of my neck and flipped my legs right over his
head and on to the floor. I landed on my back. put
his knee on my chest and pinned me down. He knelt on me
so hard I could feel my ribs cracking and I still have
an indentation on my rib cage to this day. I felt
I couldn't breathe and I was being suffocated. They
both sat on me. They were trying to hold me a certain
way in order to restrain me. The woman sat on my legs.

'My friend from downstairs came up and tried to get
in to help me. He was screaming for them to let me go.
The woman got off my legs and put her foot against the

bottom of the door, so he couldn't get in. They tried
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to blame me for what had happened, saying I should have
got off the bed. They were saying they felt threatened
because I was standing on the bed. The incident felt
like it went on for an hour and a half. They tried to
calm me down and get me to admit I was wrong. They
eventually agreed to leave me when I calmed down.

'T felt like shit. I had a sore chest and I was
scared, but I didn't see a doctor. Every time they came
in after that I thought it might start again. They came
in every hour, looked around and then left. I think
because they were new they wanted to do things their
way. 1 felt there was a presumption of guilt every
hour, every night.

'"The usual member of staff who did nights was called
Steve and he just used to stick his head round the door
and ask if you were all right.

'One night when I had been in Geilsland for a few
months I slammed the door of my room. I think I slammed
the office door, too, and all the other doors.

Christine and came charging into my room.
I told he wasn't going to restrain me, but he
grabbed me and spun me round. Christine and
tried to put me on the floor. I tried not to go down
because I didn't want adults lying on top of me for

two hours. [EaS couldn't get me down, so he pushed me
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back on the bed. I kept goading him by saying he wasn't
going to restrain me and calling him names. He had me
by the scruff of the neck and he punched me in the face
twice using a clenched fist. I had never felt a punch
like it in my life. I was only a boy and he was a grown
men. I felt helpless.

'"Christine screamed at him to stop and pulled him
off me. They both left and I had a sore face and felt
like absolute shit. I had a shiner. I was swollen
around the eye, but I didn't get any medical attention.
I just wanted to be with my family, but I wasn't able
to.

'Following the incident with , GHU would
verbally abuse me when he met me in the corridor. He
would ask me how many pubies I had as he walked past me
and teased me about my height. He always made
derogatory comments.

'A new boy came into Geilsland and he was really bad
news. His mum gave him drugs to take into the unit and
he floocded the place with Valium. Another boy and I had
taken it and we were full of it. We were meant to be
going on a trip and we were on the minibus. I plucked
the hat off the other boy's head as a joke.
sald something to me and I was cheeky to him. He got me

on the floor of the minibus, trying to restrain me.
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I felt one of his hands grab me by the head and he
smashed my face into the floor of the minibus. The
other boys witnessed this. They kept me in the minibus,
restrained, for ages until I calmed down. I witnessed
other boys being restrained inappropriately.

'I remember restraining a boy. This
happened in the third flat living room. This boy was
deeply emotionally upset and this just made matters
worse. This boy was only being verbal because he was
upset about something, but he was physically abused when
he was being restrained. He was grabbed and thrown to
the floor.

' had his knee on the back of this boy's neck
and another staff member, called QB8N was trying to sit
on his legs. He was pinned down. It was excessive
force. It went on for ages, maybe at least an hour.
Another boy and I were screaming at them to let him go.
It was upsetting for us. The situation would have been
different if the boy had been trying to harm himself in
some way, but he was just upset about something.

'Another boy was also restrained excessively when he
was upset. He was flung about like a rag doll. This
happened regularly and you felt powerless. had
been a prison officer in Barlinnie and he restrained

boys countless times. He behaved like a prison officer
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in a boys' home. He had the wrong temperament for the
Jjob.

'"The restraining happened in the painter's class
once to a boy. This was done by staff members
and . They had one person on his
upper body and another on his lower body. [EalsMlknelt on
his neck and twisted his wrist.

'It was standard practice for the staff to restrain
you if you were cheeky or misbehaved in some way.
Restraining was their answer to everything. They would
restrain you until you were exhausted and then you had
to go and complete paperwork and sign a form. I know
this should have happened every time you were
restrained.

'"There was a feeling of us against them. Things
would have been different if the staff had been trained
properly to have more patience and taught to speak to
the pupils, rather than restraining them. One staff
member knew how to talk to us. He dealt with us
completely differently. He treated us totally
differently.

'One day when I had been at Geilsland for about
eight months two boys and I were on a day pass and we
went to the beach at Largs. We were meant to go to

Kilwinning, but we went to Largs because it was the same
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train. The staff knew we were on Valium, but they gave
us passes anyway. We had stolen Southern Comfort from
Safeways and we had drunk Buckfast and we had taken
Valium the day before. We were absolutely smashed. We
shouldn't have been there. JWe met a few girls that we
had been seeing on the beach. I was arrested later that
day for being drunk and incapable, and I was taken back
to Geilsland in a cage in the back of a prison van.

HYL was a key worker for a boy. She
started working in Geilsland in the summer of 2003. She
used to walk up and down the hall singing hymns and
pretending to be God-fearing. She was married with
children, but she was having a relationship with this
boy. I know this because this boy told me. He told me
that he loved her and that she loved him. This boy was
two years younger than me.'

Which would put him at about 13 or 14:

'When we had a day pass at the weekends we would go
to 's daughter house in Kilwinning. I had a short
sexual relationship with her daughter and then this
other boy went out with her. We would take drugs and
alcohol. The first time I saw this other boy and
together, was sitting in the room smoking a joint
with this boy. I saw them kissing and fondling each

other. They had clothes on. We left them in the room
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and left them to it.

' always took this boy out of Geilsland. She
brought drugs and alcohol into Geilsland for us.

I could tell she was stoned when she was at work at
Geilsland and I got hash from her once. The staff in
Geilsland knew that we took drugs because we were high,
but they couldn't control it. This boy got copious
amounts of cannabis and Valium from her. This boy hated
heroin because his parents had died of a drugs overdose.
HYL and this boy's relationship continued for months
while this boy was at Geilsland and they were both still
there when I left.

'"This boy subsequently died tragically of
an overdose when he was about 18. The _
that this was the result of the breakdown of
a relationship. He had been living in a flat in
Greenock. He was really clever and he had the brightest
future of us all. I believe robbed him of his
youth and of his life.

'I was picked up by my key worker from the train
station after I had been home to Inverness and taken to
the police station where I was strip searched. This was
degrading and they didn't find anything. This happened
twice, two months in a row, after I had been back to

Inverness. It wasn't me who was taking drugs into the
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unit. They had their own staff doing that.

'T made a complaint about after he punched
me. I reported it to Debbie the same day. She was the
unit manager in Garnock. I spoke to her in the meeting
room next to the office. Christine was also present
because she had witnessed punching me. Debbie
wrote things down and I am pretty sure she got me to
sign the form. She talked to me about the complaint and
I told her that I wanted it to be taken seriously, but
I can't remember if she mentioned contacting the police.
I think was suspended. I never saw him again
after that.

'I felt the staff had it in for me after I reported
the abuse by . I felt singled out and constantly
rundown. All the staff members, except and
Sheena, pressured me and would say that he didn't mean
it. One tried to get me to withdraw the complaint by
guilt tripping me and I thought he would have been my
biggest supporter because he was my key worker. He
would say that was a nice guy and he didn't mean
it, and he had children. |l was this other boy's key
worker as well, and he even persuaded this other boy to
try to encourage me to withdraw my complaint.

' was close to because they were both

Celtic fans and they played football together, so he
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also put me under pressure. He was a bully as well. He

tried to make me feel bad about [CaE . I think I told

the day staff the following day about what [\l had done
to me, because I couldn't play football as a result of
my chest being so sore. subsequently took me into
the living room of flat 2 and apologised for what had
happened that night and started telling me about his
responsibilities.

'I was at war with a boy who had come into the unit.
He had stolen a purse from an old granny in Paisley. He
bullied this other boy, who was a gentle soul, and stole
his dad's gold ring, which was the only thing he had
left belonging to his parents. I felt nobody else was
going to say anything to him, so I did. He threatened
to stab me.

'I got a boy to leave the fire exit for flat 1
unlocked. After the staff had done the checks, I crept
out of my flat using the fire exit and into flat 1
through the fire exit. I went into this boy's room
where I was caught. He was trying to hit me with
a lamp, but I ended up leathering him. I was taken back
to my room that night, but was excluded from Geilsland
the following morning after a meeting. That was because
I had been caught in his room and was considered to be

the protagonist. Social work were contacted and I was
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relationship with my stepfather now, although there have
been tensions recently. We started seeing eye to eye
a couple of years after I left care.'

At 130:

'My main grievance is against Geilsland, the way
things went in the school and the way they treated us.
I also feel a grievance against social work in
Inverness. 1 was placed in that school, but I was
getting day passes in an area I didn't know and wasn't
from. I was allowed to hang around, but I wasn't
allowed to do this in Inverness, where I was near family
and friends and I was working. They plucked me out of
a situation and dropped me into an even worse one. The
reasoning behind it doesn't stand up to logic at all.

'I didn't finish school and I never went to college.
I haven't done any schoolwork since the age of 13
because I was running away and then I was at Geilsland.
I have educated myself because I am interested in
physics, space and nature. When I was grounded by my
parents the television was removed from my room and all
that was left was encyclopaedias, which I read from
back-to-back.

'I saw one day in Edinburgh about four

or five years ago and later that evening I saw him on

television. Someone who school like
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the next witness, I want to do a round up of the names
of people whose identities are covered by my

General Restriction Order to whom we have already
referred this morning. Of course, these people can't be
identified as having given evidence to the Inguiry, and
none of their evidence can be identified outside this
room. That list is: ; ; ;
; . There was a referred to, and
that could be or .

Now we are ready for the next witness.
MS MACLEOD: My Lady, the next witness is an applicant who
will give evidence using the name 'Mo'.
LADY SMITH: Thank you wvery much.
'Mo' (affirmed)
LADY SMITH: Now, 'Mo', do sit down and make yourself
comfortable.
'Mo', thank you for coming along this morning to
help us with your evidence. Your evidence is already in
a statement that you have given to the Ingquiry; that's
in the red folder that's on the desk there.
A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you for that. I have been able to read
it in advance, so that's helped prepare me for what we

are going to discuss with you.
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was called, and they asked me as a child, at 8 years
old, did I want to go back home with that lady, and

I told them the truth, in front of my headteacher --
because I loved her -- if I went back home with that
lady I wouldn't be at school the next day, because that
lady would kill me.

Was your social worker Jean Shepherd there?

Yes.

And I think you tell us in your statement that

Jean Shepherd told your mum that you would be taken into
care for your own safety?

Yes.

At that time; did Jean Shepherd arrange for you to be
sent to Dalrymple Place Children's Home, in Irvine?
That's correct.

When you were aged 87?

Yes.

You tell us about your experiences in that home, 'Mo',
between paragraphs 17 and 70 of your statement. I will

just ask you a little about that to begin with.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Lol

Was it after that that you were then sent to a different
place to live?
A. Newfield Assessment Centre.

Q. Okay. And in vyour statement you say:

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Yes, because Jean Shepherd was called and she didn't
respond. So it was, I think, a stand by social worker
came in and picked me up, and I wasn't returned back to
Dalrymple Place Children's Home. The next time I knew
I was arrived at the Newfield Assessment Centre in
Johnstone.

Thank you. And at the time; were you told that you
would be there for around three weeks?

Yes, with the new social worker.

And who was the new social worker?

=]

And how long did you end up staying in Newfield
Assessment Centre?

18 months.

Thank you. What sort of age were you at that time,
'Mo'?

I think I must have been 11/12.

I think you tell us that was an all girls unit to begin
with, but it became a mixed unit?

Yes. When you go in, everybody gets -- I suppose it is
a lie or whatever way they want to put it across. You
were put into a three-week assessment, and there is

a male unit and a girls' unit for the three-week

assessment, and mine was called Kilpatrick, the girls'
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A.

10

unit.

Okay, did you continue to go out to school while you
were there?

No.

Was that the end of your --

That was the end of my education.

You mentioned there your new social worker,
Yes.

What was your understanding at the time of why there was

a change in your social worker?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

And can you tell me, then, about ?

He was worse.

Okay. In what way was he worse?

When I told him I was being assaulted in Newfield
Assessment Centre, he punched me right in the cheek and
told me that it was time that I grew up and learnt to
live. And punched me.

As a result of that; did you have a burst lip and

a black eye?

Yes, yes.

Did you report the assault by your social worker?
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No -- yes, I did, sorry. I didn't trust social work.

I reported it to my key worker, Hylda McNair of Newfield
Assessment Centre.

And did anything come of that report?

I don't know, personally.

Okay. Did continue to be your social worker or
were you allocated somebody else?

I was allocated somebody else.

And who was that?

a—

How did you find in her role at social

worker?
Truthfully, I went from the chip pan to the fire, from
the fire to hell.
Okay. You describe in your statement:
'She was mental ...’
Yes.
'... and had no respect for any child.'
Exactly.
Did she behave in any sort of physical way towards you?
No, it was just the way she spoke to us. She spoke to
us like dirt.
What sort of things are you thinking of there?
She just told me I would end up in a place that I found

out years later that never existed. I would end up in
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an institution. I would end up in the Ogilvy wing.

I don't know where the Ogilvie wing is. I would end up
in a place for the rest of my life because I keep
running away from my problems instead of standing up and
facing them.

Now, if we can just look at the staff within Newfield
Assessment Centre; do you have a recollection of some of
the staff there?

Yes, there was one called pGi®

What was his role?

Woodwork teacher.

What are your memories of him?

Getting assaulted with bits of wood every two days.

What would he do to you?

Well, I am a female, and woodwork wasn't going to be

an education that I wanted. But you had to do what you
were told and, if you did something wrong, he would hit
you over the head with what I would call a two-by-two
right now. But it was hardwood and I was a young lassie
getting hurt with wood all the time. I think I can
describe it. It was a metal thing. It was like a file
for filing wood. I had that put over my hands a few
times from Mr . Trying to tell a -- I suppose

I was being wrong. But woodwork wasn't for me.

How was discipline managed at Newfield?
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No, you were in there on your own.

Were there different rooms that were used?

No, four rooms. It was called Lomond Unit, but it was
a punishment unit.

And I think you tell us in your statement that you would
be in there for as long as the staff said so?

The longest I was in it was seven days.

Okay. And you tell us that you had to bang on the door
if you wanted to go to the toilet?

You had to bang on the door if you needed to go for

a number 2, but they gave you a plastic pot if you
needed for a -- a pee.

Was food brought to you when you were there?

Yes, and you had to actually eat in there and pee in
there, in this room.

You have mentioned that while your schooling ended when
you went into Newfield, you have mentioned there was
woodwork and classes like that. But that that didn't
interest you.

No.

Was something that you spent some of your time doing --
engaging in sports?

Yes, that's when I decided that I didn't care what

had said, I was going to be a PT

instructor in the army. And it is in my social work
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No, I had all the way through.

Was a there a particular person in charge of

Langlands Park?

Yes, we called him{{Sal but now I know his full name was

Well, he was something.

Aye.

I think you mention another staff member called Kathy?

Yes, Kathy Farrell.

Who was she?

She was one of the staff members.

In the units or --

She worked in the West Wing, with us.
Okay. And did you have a key worker?
I did.

Who was that?

Her name was Isobel Mason.

Was she also a worker in the units?

She was a worker, and she was a very good -- too good to

be working in the place.
So what made her good?
She listened to the girls. She understood us.

her best for us. Whatever -- I still call her

T

She did












10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

-- for who was going to go there?

MSH picked who was going to go there.
How did he pick them?

Out of a hat.

Okay.

I am not silly. I am older, and I realised he probably
had the names in his hands before he picked them out of
a hat.

Do you have any understanding or thinking as to why you
were moved from one place to the other, why those
particular six girls were chosen in that way?

Because they were -- well, I think it was maybe because
we had stopped running away or -- I don't understand why
we got moved to the house unit, a house unit.

Probably to make us look good to social workers or
people coming from Greenock, Inverclyde area or things
like that. They had opened a house unit, so -- I was
definitely not a privileged child to go to the house
unit, and I cannot name the girls. But neither were the
other two, and we were actually shocked when our names
were pulled out. So we knew there was going to be
a ploy behind it to pull us.

Okay.
Yes.

How long did you spend at Langlands Park?
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play the violin and that your granddad bought you

a violin?

Yes. And I left Langlands Park without it.

Was that something that you were able to focus on, that
you enjoyed while you were there?

If T was allowed to. The staff members would take it
off you. It must have been taken off me for a long
time, because I never left Langlands Park with anything,
except a bus pass to go back to Irvine, to
—

Did you have visitors when you were at Langlands Park?
I did so.

Who were your visitors?

My granddad and my auntie, my uncle and my cousin.

Were there inspections of the school?

Oh, all the time, but we had to play nice.

And what do you mean by that, 'We had to play nice'
'Mo'?

We always had to make sure our beds were straight. But
we always had to -- well, us lassies didn't like flarey
jeans, so we would take the flarey jeans in a wee bit
tighter, but we had to go to the staff and ask for the
real school uniform, which was baggy tights, baggy
jumpers, horrible trainers. We had to make sure that

the bins were emptied. We had to make sure that the
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staff guarters were all cleaned, as well. We had to
make sure that everything was shiny.

Thank you. So do I take it from that, the staff told
you when there were going to be inspectors coming?

Yes.

Were you given the opportunity to speak to any of the
inspectors?

We did, once. The guy told us that he was going to go
back and speak to somebody at the Council, and the next
time we were punished. Somebody obviously came back and
told Mr that there was a report made about us,
one of us had made a report. And I am sorry, I still
don't do it. But none of us would grass in who spoke to
the -- 'grass' is the word -- we wouldn't tell who the
girl was who spoke to the person, so the lot of us were
punished.

So did a girl speak to an inspector?

It was me.

What did you tell the inspector?

That this was a show. I told him it was a show. And

I told him that we were up -- and, truthful, we were up
until 2.00 in the morning, scrubbing the place from top
to bottom because we knew they were coming. And the
reason we did it is because we were girls. Nobody was

allowed a cigarette while the inspectors were in, so

87



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

everybody was missing -- you were only allowed three
cigarettes a day and they were missing out a cigarette
while the inspector was in, because even the staff
weren't allowed to smoke. So the girls were being a bit
rebellious and they asked: will somebody talk to him,
tell him the truth?

And what did the inspector say in response to what you
were telling him?

He told me that he would go back and make a report on
the way we were being treated.

I do believe that Inverclyde Council were giving
them money for food, sports, education. It was all part
of Strathclyde. But we weren't getting half the stuff
we were supposed to get.

In relation to that report you gave to the inspector,
then; what was the next thing you knew, the follow on
from that? Was there a follow on?

Me?

Yes.

Actually, getting thrown down a -- in that building, at
the East Wing, there was a sewing class where we took
our jeans up. There is a stairwell that goes down in

a funny shape and, above the stairwell, there is a door

and this is where the assembly unit was. And |Gl

was off on one: who spoke to the guy for the
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guy was a teacher at The Kibble, but he was coming one
day a week to Langlands Park to give us art. So
obviously somebody was telling lies that they were
coming from Balrossie.

And who was 1t at Langlands Park who was telling to you
say all this information?

MSH and his wife, -

You have mentioned running away from Langlands Park; did
you run away on a number of occasions?

Yes.

Did anybody ask you why you were running away?

My granddad. He was the only person that ever asked me
why I ran away.

What did you say to him?

I told him lies. I told him I was running away to come

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

and see him,
stuck up for me all through my life. I didn't want him
turning up at Langlands Park and then he wouldn't be
allowed back there to see me. He had already been to
see me doing the violin, so I couldn't tell him what was
happening. I just told him I was running away to see

him.

LADY SMITH: So sorry, 'Mo', are you saying to me that you

didn't want to get him into trouble again?

Aye.
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LADY SMITH: Okay.

He was my hero.

At paragraph 108 of your statement, 'Mo', you tell us

a bit more about you playing the violin?

Mm~hm .

And you tell us about an occasion where you played live
in front of 500 people?

At Greenock Town Hall. I don't need to read that. Yes.
And was your granddad there?

Yes, my granddad and my auntie was there. My mother was
invited. I didn't invite her. My mother was invited by
the social worker, and my grandfather
told my mother she wasn't going near because she didn't
deserve the honour. So my auntie brought my granddad
up. And I was in the string orchestra at Greenock
Academy. And I didn't know I was doing it until the day
before, and we played the Highland Cathedral with

a choir.

Then my head teacher went on the middle of the stage
and told everybody there was a pupil as a surprise
coming on to do a soloist. I knew by then I was coming
on, and my granddad was sitting in the front row. I was
quite impressed with myself. I did 'Amazing Grace'
because it's a family song and it was my granddad's

favourite song. So I did 'Amazing Grace', and I got
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I would rather not, but it is so true. It is all
written there.
Thank you.
On the Virgin Mary.
So on one of the occasions; what happened to you?
I ran away and it was Saltcoats, down in Ayrshire, and
I was sexually assaulted. I did -- I feel stupid now.

I went to my mother's door and she told me to beat
it, obviously, because she didn't want to know me.

I went to my social workers and they took me to
a police station in Kilmarnock, and it was a horrible
experience. And the police -- the police officer -- it
was the police officer -- that's a lie; it was a police
doctor or a police surgeon, she called herself. Spoke
to outside and took me back
and me slapped me across the face and told me I had
wasted her time, that I hadn't even been touched.
And did you tell Isocbel Mason?
She was the only person that listened to me, yes.
And did you tell Isobel Mason that you thought you might
be pregnant as a result of the attack?
Yes.
How did she respond?
She took me to find out everything.

Did she arrange for you to see another doctor?
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No, Isobel Mason had a daughter, and she brought me in

a big dress. And told me that I was
going to take the dress off because there was a uniform
of jeans and a jumper. So I think I was supposed to
still wear jeans, yes.

And was your pregnancy showing by this time?

Aye.

Were you subjected to any kind of physical punishment
while you were pregnant?

Yes, in the same hall there was -- God, I still see it
as massive. But right now I would say it is 12-foot by
12-foot, all the way round, a table tennis table, and

I was put in front of that several times and at the side
of it there is a wee screw thing that opens. I mean,

I am not a table tennis player, but I remember how you
do it. There used to be a wee screw thing at the side
of this great big table tennis table and he used to go
plop, right down on my head.

Who did that?

That was .

So did the table then close down on your head?

Yes, one half. Seemingly, it comes down in a half. And
I was told to stand -- I was told to stand in front of
it. You knew it was coming and you knew the minute he

turned this. It's like a nut and a bolt thing at the
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side, obviously it opens a table tennis table up. And
it used to just come down and you weren't allowed to
move. If you moved, he put it back in and it came down
harder on you twice.
Was this done while you were pregnant?
Yes.
And what happened to you when that -- when the table
fell on your head?
Well, I got concussion a few times, and I remember
getting sore heads. And this is the thing I can't
remember, but I do remember getting taken to hospital,
and it was the first time I had ever stepped in Paisley
Gilmour Street and I was took into -- I don't know why
I was taken to a hospital in Paisley, especially when
there was a hospital just along the road in Greenock.
But I was taken to a hospital in Paisley.

So I think it was more to do with -- it was a severe
head damage.

You mention a staff member, a teacher, called

That's the typing teacher.

And did he engage in any physical --

He used to grab us by the hair and make us sit in our
seat and type, stick our fingers in the type thing, to

learn us to type, yes. I seen him assault other people
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LADY SMITH: Were you still in hospital after he had been

A.

born?

Yes.

LADY SMITH: When you were told that? How many --

A, I never met my son.

LADY SMITH: At the time he was born -- how long after he
was born were you told he had passed away?

A. About three days.

LADY SMITH: So it was very early days?

A,

Yes. But I have met my son. But also

told me a lie while I was in Langlands Park that my
granddad died.

My granddad didn't die until I was out of care. But
I have got a letter, it is in my social work records,

and my advocate is sitting there.

LADY SMITH: 'Mo', don't get me wrong, I am not doubting

A,

that you had a son. You covered that in your statement,
I know. I am just wondering how early it was that you
were told this?

Three days.

LADY SMITH: How were you at that stage?

A.

A teenage mess. I knew I had no family to come out to.

I had no support.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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A.

No worries.

MS MACLEOD: How long did you remain in hospital, 'Mo'?

A.

A week.
And where did you go from there?
A hostel in Kilwinning, she put me.

Is that that put you there?

Mm~hm.

Were you offered any support by in
relation to your baby?

No.

Later in life, 'Mo'; did there come a point in time

where you found out that your baby had not passed away?

Yes.
When did you find that out?
Specifically? 17 years passed in -
So, many, many years --
Yes.

-- after the event? How did you find out?
My daughter. My daughter, sorry, she found him.
Since finding that out, that your baby hadn't passed
away; did you also find out what had happened to your
baby? And did you find out that he had been adopted?
Strange thing was he was adopted two miles away from
where I lived.

How did you find out that he had been adopted?
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after today, or even this afternoon, as I am now able to
let you go.
A. Thank you.
(the witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, before I stop for the lunch break, some

more names of people whose identities are protected by

; : Secondary Institutions - to be published
my General Restriction Order.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

: MSH , known as [E&) and &

GYJ . Please remember that they are not to be

identified.

So I will stop now for the lunch break and I will be
sitting again at 1.45 for the next stage of today's
proceedings. Thank you.

(1.00 pm)

(the luncheon adjournment).

(1.45 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afterncon. We move now to reading in some
evidence. The first one, Ms MacLeod, who is that?

MS MACLEOD: The first one is an applicant using the name
'Richard'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: And his statement can be found at
WIT-1-000000905.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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were always eyes on you, people following you. If

I managed to get halfway across the field, they knew

I was off. I would get the train over to Glasgow
Central and over to Queen Street and get the train up to
Inverness. I ran away a lot, almost every week.

'I would be taken to the police station, put in the
cells and waited on the secure drivers that would come
up. The doors would have the child locks on. They
would come up with food because you had been on the run
and you would be weak. Geilsland can look so good, like
one of these holiday parks in the brochure, but if you

get a medium rare ticket --'

LADY SMITH: Medium rate ticket.

MS MACLEOD: Sorry:

'... a medium rate ticket you are going to get
a medium rate quality care.

'. He kept saying he was
only there for the kids, but he never spared me more
than five to ten minutes.

'There were about 40 boys there. 15 to 20 were on
a home leave pattern, so they were only there Monday to
Friday. There were loads of staff on at any one time.
The music teacher was Alex Ferguson, I used to think he

was a bit funny, a bit handsy. There was Agnes Welch
who was decent. , who was old school
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quality, very good. Diane McQueen and Dominic
Harrogate. There was a member of staff called [l
, he was very authoritative.

'"When I first went there I smashed him with a plasma
lamp and he tried to room base me. He got me charged.
He eventually became my key worker and over my last six
or nine months there we became very close. There were
some staff members who tried to instil wisdom into you.
They were good. I would be 15 and a half when he became
my key worker. I was 14 and a half when I went there,
and I left when I had just turned 17.

'We went to chapel every morning, then we would go
to education until about 12.30. We had lunch, then back
to education. If you didn't go to education you would
lose the TV out of your room.

'"There were three separate units in Geilsland,
Cunningham, Garnock and Lomond. I was in Cunningham,
which had all the top boys in it. There were
Glaswegians there who tried to live up to their family
name. Then they found out what their family was like.

'"You were likely to get a smoke or a drink there.

I was there the whole time. You don't get moved unit,
but the boys in Garnock came up to Cunningham after
a while as there weren't enough boys there to keep it

open. Each unit had sleeping rooms, a kitchen, a dining
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for every day of the week, so you think life is easy.

'Education wasn't as challenging as it could have
been and I wasn't applying myself as much as I should.

I was the only one who wanted to learn about plumbing
and I learned to solder and things like that. There
were electrician classes, plumbers, mechanics, painter
and decorators, and woodwork classes. I enjoyed all of
that.

In my last year, at 16, I got a job with the school
gardener, 0ld Charlie, as I didn't have an education
anymore. I had to remind him to take his heart pills.

I helped build the go kart track there. During our
downtime we could play pool or watch TV in the
recreation room. We all listened to the same tunes on
the PC. They had sports day. I won the sportsmanship
of the year award, I held the high jump record and I was
one of the shortest boys there. There was a five-a-side
court too. We played long shooty. We went to Arran
three times for short holidays. It is beautiful. I did
a five-mile sea kayak around there.

'"There were lots of summer activities. We went to
Aberfeldy. We did lots of things I wouldn't have
otherwise done.

'One day I punched a window after arguing with

HVP they took me to hospital. I didn't
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However, there was nothing malicious in what we were
doing, just saying things like 'What are you going to
do?' We were all little guys, so we were going out to
get thrown about no matter what. The male staff were
all 16/17-stone guys. If they didn't want you out of
your room, all they would have to do was stand across
your door, fold their arms and lean back. You wouldn't
get out.

'I could tell the atmosphere of the place changed
instantly the minute I was taken to the ground. I did
make a complaint and nothing was ever done about it.

'T was taken to the ground and I would be lying if
I told you what staff members were there. The other two
boys adhered to the flat based rule and seemed to sober
up when it started to kick off. I didn't adhere to
this. [Si and 28 night shift workers, were asked
to come up. They were in Garnock Unit and renowned for
their tactics. Straightaway I was room based. They
were on theilr way across the little car park. They came
in and said, 'Hi, how are you doing?' and I immediately
had my arm pulled back. They were restraining me and
put me to the ground. I think just to have a bit of
fun. They did everything by the book, but slammed my
face into the floor twice. It was absolutely

deliberate. I think one took a shot, then the other
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took a shot, because there was a lot of activity behind
me. They were big guys. had dark hair,
was bald. They ended up at Kibble. All of the staff at
Geilsland ended up there.

'My nose burst when my face was slammed into the
floor. I immediately felt the back spray coming off the
carpet into my face in that slippery(?) way. I was
filled with a rage and felt my body coiling up.

I looked over my left shoulder and at my room door was
another night shift worker called standing at
the door, keeping watch for them. I didn't care about
ERY and |2 I hadn't built a relationship with
them, but I had with her and I was annoyed when she
said, 'It's all right, son', as those would were saying,
'Where's your mum now?'.

'One of them had his forearm into the back of my
head, my face straight into the ground, my arms pinned
in front of me. They took my shoes off, as they classed
them as weapons. They then picked me up and threw me on
to my bed. These guys were professionals and I could
tell they had done it before. I got no medical
attention. I woke up feeling rough and was made to feel
I was out of order because I was making a complaint
about it.

'"The unit manager at the time was a woman. I can't
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remember her name. She had a lot of freckles. I told
her what had happened. For weeks on end I complained.
When they have their main staff meeting, when everyone
comes in every fortnight or so, I would stand at the
door from the get go. I was always told they would get
to my complaint, but they never did. I had made the
complaint to the unit manager and remember wording it.
It would have been put on my notes. It was a brief
summary. So every fortnight I would stand outside the
door of the staff meeting to make my complaint official,
but I kept being told that they hadn't got it. The
police were never told. There were no repercussions for
ERY and They were nice to me to my face
thereafter, but I just acknowledged them. They gave me
two major slams into the floor, so to my mind it was
deliberate. It was around the middle of my time in
Geilsland.

'I do think Alex Ferguson, the music teacher, was
too handsy, touchy-feely. I threw a chair at him one

time. He used to annoy all the boys by putting his

hands on their shoulders. Some of the staff -- I don't
know names -- were a bit enthusiastic in their
restraining tactics. All staff restrained us. It was

different when you were restrained by women. There

could be one guy who was a bit enthusiastic, but if it
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was two women you were already calming down when you see
they are hurting themselves when trying to restrain you.

'I left Geilsland when I was 17, about the end
of- that year. came to my door
with a 1l4-inch portable TV with a built in video. He
was brutally honest with me because he liked me and
I liked him. He told me that the Highland Council had
cut their funding and I was going. I said my goodbyes
to everyone that day, some even came in on their day off
to say goodbye. I was given £45 and taken up to a bed
and breakfast halfway house in Inverness.

'About three weeks after leaving I went to
an emergency Panel and begged them to take me back, but
they wouldn't do it. The whole of my 20s were spent in
bed and breakfasts. You are only meant to be in them
for two years before you are offered a house. I was
told it was because my time was split by going into
jail, but all together I was in Jjail for only four
months. So I spent seven years and several months in
bed and breakfasts.

'I got a job in a bar.

'From 16 to 25 I was in and out of jail. The last
time I was in was because someone robbed my grandad in
hospital and I went looking for them.

'T have had my own flat for a number of years.
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for it. This is when I was 12. I believe you are set
up to fail when you are in your mid-teens in care.

'I know my records will be sitting in that mansion
house in Geilsland. I am trying to get them.
I contacted the Highland Council, but I was told I would
need a Subject Access Request form to get them.
I wouldn't know where to get that.

'TI know staff should have solidarity between each
other, but they shouldn't underestimate the fact that
a child always tells the truth, and if they tell you
something they have to listen. I had a loss of
connection with the social work and had abandonment
issues with them, like I was on a waltzer in the system.

'"When I was with the sound members of staff it was
good. But then they acted up when other members of

staff were about and couldn't be themselves. If you

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later I have been

told they are now using children who were in care in
Children's Panels now. That's a good idea because they
have lived that life, even though I think they are
mollycoddled in care today.

'I have no objection to my witness statement being

published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.
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a lot and were made to fight a lot by these army types.
Boys were also hit with bats if they weren't doing
sports right, things like that.

'T know 'Keiran' named two sexual abusers,
HTH and ,. on his application form to
the Ingquiry. I'm not sure what home that was in. It
might have been Ballikinrain. 'Keiran' has also told
both me and his sister the names of two other people who
sexually abused him as a child. They were John Muldoon
and «. it

Your Ladyship may recognise that name.

LADY SMITH: Indeed, from Kerelaw.

wr vacavray: ... and (SN : con't know where

they were from or what they were responsible for and
I don't know if they were the same ones he told his
sister about.

'I think 'Keiran' found it hard to speak about.
I think he did tell staff, but he wasn't believed and
they just called him a telltale. The impression I got
was that he did tell people, but no one ever believed
him, so he kept it to himself and didn't tell anyone
until he was a bit older.

'I am not sure why or exactly when 'Keiran' was
moved on from Ballikinrain, but I think he might have

gone on to Kerelaw. It was a young offenders place.'
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At 64:

'Lessons need to be learned from places like
was at and justice needs to be done. There needs to be
stricter control in these homes. That is what 'Keiran'
wanted.'

And the final paragraph 'Jane' says:

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
traes?!

'Jane' has signed the statement on 6 November 2018.

LADY SMITH: Can I just confirm with you who or where in the

family relationships the person whose name -- pseudonym
is fits, the one you have just referred to?

MR MACAULAY: Sorry, did I refer to?

LADY SMITH: You mentioned ; did you mean 'Keiran'?

MR MACAULAY: Yes, I did.

LADY SMITH: Or did you mean RN 2

MR MACAULAY: Yes, I meant 'Keiran'.

LADY SMITH: I couldn't see where I was with the pseudonyms.
That should be 'Keiran' as well.

MR MACAULAY: That was a misstatement on my part.

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, the next read-in is a statement of an

applicant who will use the pseudonym 'Alec'. The
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recollection may not accord with official records.'

Between paragraphs 9 and 66, the witness speaks
about his time spent at Ladymary School in Colinton,
Edinburgh.

I will read from 67:

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

When I was about 11 years old I was taken

back to Glasgow. I stayed at home for five or

six months. My mum had moved to a new place. Her
husband was being drunk, disorderly and violent towards
me, my mum and my brothers and sisters.

'I started absconding - My mum was liaising
with Margaret Mitchell, who was keeping a close eye, and
the Social Work Department were involved. I went to the
Children's Panel for absconding and minor offences. The
Children's Panel said I had to go back into the care of

the Social Work Department. I went to Ballikinrain

Boys' School. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be p

'I had two social workers, Jean McDonald and Harry.
I can't remember Harry's second name. Harry worked for
Glasgow City Council. I was to be in Ballikinrain for

six months and then was to go back to the Panel for
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review. I was on a Care and Protection Order with
Offences. I stayed at Ballikinrain for about eight
months. I think it was the only institution that was
available for me to go to.

'Ballikinrain was a beautiful, gothic building with

huge court yards, pebbled stones, ash and oak. It was
much more beautiful than Ladymary. It was like a huge
castle. There were gargoyles, stained glass windows and
mahogany panels on the walls. Ballikinrain was a school
for kids who had referrals from the Social Work
Department. There were lots of unruly and dangerous
kids. The kids were maladjusted, including myself.
I don't think it was a List D School. There were three
units, bottom, middle and top, on the first, second and
third floor. There were about 40 boys at Ballikinrain.
Each unit had a residential area for staff, next to the
boys. It was all dormitories.

'"The routine at Ballikinrain BEEeeUlEERRUEGTITTEEE N TR I,

CRGUGERRANEATCHERRGRNMIENE 7. 1a3ds who were in there

were much older than me, aged 12 to 16. The youngest in
Ballikinrain was ten years old. I was 11. The 15-year
olds were big lads. They were in for tough crimes.

'I had a good rapport with the staff at
Ballikinrain, like Mr Davies. Nothing ever happened to

me in Ballikinrain. Apart from a few fisticuffs with
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some of the boys. The staff were good. EEEUEEWRIEITIELEE

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

The staff were nice guys. The staff were gquite rowdy

and powerful because there were kids in there for more
serious crimes than theft. The staff gave you a clip
round the ear. It was nothing that you didn't feel you

deserved.

'T got a slap across the face from MHQ

, for stealing a tin of glue out of the

workshop. I deserved it. I didn't want to steal the
glue. I got bullied into it. The glue was used for
solvent abuse. was the groundsman. He
had a workshop where we made garden forks, that sort of
thing. The workshop was good. I was gquite hardened to
being hit, by this time; I had been hit by the other
residents. We were allowed a half ounce of tobacco to
smoke. The staff would let you have a quarter ounce and
cut it with a knife. You would make that last for
a couple of days. Everything was about smoking, being
allowed to smoke. It was a craze. It was stupid.
I can see the reality of it. It keeps the kids quiet.
It kept me quiet, being able to smoke.

'Ballikinrain concentrated more on outdoor pursuits
rather than national curriculum. There was an education

block. But, being an unruly child, I was more into the

145






























10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

'I went in. I was introduced to someone. It wasn't
the person who ran the place; I think it was the person
on duty. I can't remember the name of the person in
charge. I went up the stairs. I think it was the first
night that the other boys dropped in to see me.

I remember getting stuffed into a quilt cover. I was
scared, some of the boys were bigger than me and these
were not boys that I was used to. They said it was

an initiation and I had to do it. I felt like I had no
choice, so I got in the quilt cover and they hung the
quilt cover out of a window. After that, I was accepted
as one of the boys.'

And he goes on to describe aspects of the routine.

At 34, he says:

'The food wasn't that good, apart from when you were
in the leavers unit, then could you pick your own stuff.
In the main unit the food was just crap. The mentality
was quite simple: if you didn't like the food you were
given, you didn't eat.

'There was one time we complained about the food and
went on a hunger strike. A couple of the staff couldn't
handle the situation. One of the male staff,
couldn't control us and he called in
another member of staff. He came in and I thought he

punched a boy, although he didn't. He hit the seat the
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boy was sitting on and the seat went flying back. It
was sort of like a warning. He told us to move. We
moved pretty quickly, so the hunger strike was diffused
pretty quickly.

‘ was like that. He didn't have much time to
talk about things. He was an enforcer. However, after
the hunger strike, the headteacher did come up and say
they were going to do something about the food. They
said they were going to start getting better things on
the menu, but nothing changed at all.'

Then moving on to paragraph 36:

'"Within the first three or four weeks of me being at
Ballikinrain there was one incident with a guy called
- in the showers. I called him -, but I don't
know if that was his real name. He was maybe a year or
two older than me and he used to try and bully me.

I thought he was going to beat me up. He asked me, or
bullied me, to expose myself to him. The shower curtain
opened and he pushed me on the shoulder. It ended up
that I was lying on my back and he had his foot on my
chest, just staring at me. I managed to get up and
pushed past him and got out. There was another time

I got a kicking in the shower, but I can't remember any
more. I don't know if it was -or not. I just

remember crawling under a sink and this person booting
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paragraph.

'As far as I was concerned, there was no education.
If there was, I would be educated. My spelling would be
better and I would be able to do things.

'I wouldn't sguare up to anyone, I wasn't a fighter.
I would rather take a kicking than stand up to anyone.
There was a guy who used to teach us sign writing. One
time - was winding me up outside the classroom and
the Signwriter heard the commotion. He shouted at me to
come in the classroom and shut the door. He asked me if
- was winding me up. He told me I needed to be
careful with that boy, because he was known for being
a bit of a pervert. I knew what -was like, but it
was just speculative by the Signwriter.

'I got to the point where I was in with the woodwork
teacher [and he refers to him as . He had the
perfect view and he had seen me getting smacked about by
-. came up to me and asked me what was up. He
said he knew it was -and that I had to stand up to
him. basically advised me to beat -up.r but
I was scared to fight back. knew that I felt safe
in his class, so he told me to get - to go there.

GPB said he would go in the back, out the way, so -

would think I was alone. told me to grab -and

hit him repeatedly on the side of the head. -did
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come down, and I grabbed him and gave him three rapid
punches to the side of the head. He wobbled a bit and
held on to the table. Then he walked away upstairs to
the unit. I felt like Rocky. But then

I thought: I have got to go up to the unit where he is
and the people he is pally with.

'I explained this to He said not to go up
there all scared. He told me to go up and admit that
I had battered- and to tell people why I had done
it. I went up and as soon as I did the other boys were
on me straightaway. I said I had had battered -
because he was a pervert. That's when I got a wee bit
of freedom. I realised that I did need to fight back;
I couldn't just let things happen to me.'

Then moving on to paragraph 45:

'You didn't have to do any chores at Ballikinrain,
except for when you were in the leaving unit. You were
encouraged to do everything there. The leaving unit was
run by a Danish woman ... she was really good.'

He then looks at trips and holidays, and in
particular he describes at some length a trip to Denmark
that culminated in a thieving spree for which, as he
tells us at paragraph 48, he ended up taking the blame,
with the result, if we go to paragraph 50:

'Before I went to Denmark I got some sympathy from
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was going on. I remember that the thing that struck me
as strange was that I was trying to explain to her what
had happened with getting the black eye, and she was
more concerned with me saying that I had a wee drink at
my sister's house. That was the thing that she was most
concerned about.

'I also had a key worker called and he
was good. I didn't see do anything wrong, but he
wasn't as aware as he should have been about what was
going on. One of my brothers said that he came and
visited me, but I don't remember that. My mum also said
she came up and visited me, but I don't remember that
either. The only time I remember her coming up was to
a Panel when she wanted me to stay in there.'

Then moving on to paragraph 60:

'Another boy and me started running away a lot. We
ran away quite a few times. We would run away for two
weeks and disappear. We would go to Butlins for two
weeks, because that's what we were looking for:

a holiday away from Ballikinrain.

'"There were always consequences with the staff when
we got back. There were also consequences in the towns
near the school. There was a big carry on about cars
that had been stolen. We used to nick the school van

and staff cars. When the the other boy came in, that's
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when crime really took off. The other boy was used to
it. His mum was a heroin addict, his dad was the same,
and the other boy was left to get on and do whatever.

'"Within the first few days of me being at
Ballikinrain we were coming back from school and all the
boys running up to the top unit. They were all looking
over the banister and there was a member of staff on
duty on the bottom unit supervising all the boys going
up the stairs. I looked over and saw the member of
staff at the bottom and then I was aware of all the
other boys jumping back from the bannisters. I noticed
that someone had spat over the bannisters at this member
of staff. He was bald and the spit landed on top of his
head. His name was something. He was average
height and had hair round the sides and back, which was
a mixture of grey and black.

'When he looked up, all he saw was me. He shouted
at me not to move. He grabbed me by the scruff of the
neck and the seat of my pants and rammed me by the head
through a door that led us to the bit before the main
hallway and there was another staff member there, L[S
standing against the radiator, supervising the boys.

The guy who had hold of me just launched me at the wall
at a point where there was a bed against the wall.

I hit my head off the solid wall and blacked out. It
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was like getting hit in the head with a mallet.

'I came round and I was lying on the floor in
a weird position. I looked up and I could see the door
I had been pushed through head first and my immediate
thought was: why am I not on the bed?

'As I should have landed on the bed against the wall
at the point I hit my head. The guy who had hit my head
off the wall was standing above me and he had his leg on
my ribs. I think that he was booting me while I was
unconscious and I had ended up on the floor. Then he
disappeared and I was left feeling sick.

'"Then this other kid walked in and said, "All right
wee man? Don't worry, you will get used to it".

I couldn't believe that this kind of thing was
considered normal. The kid then pointed out that’.
watch strap had broken. It was the kind of elasticated
metal watch strap. This kid said &8 loved that watch.
I thought he was winding me up. He said I would have to
take the strap down to I was busy wondering about
the other member of staff who had seen my ... being
pushed through the door, head first, and then slammed
into a wall, but he was just looking about as if nothing
had happened. He didn't want to look at me.

'"The other kid kept goling on about the watch strap.

I think the other kid might have been - I took the

163



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

watch strap down to and he went crazy again. The
only grace I had was that all the younger boys were
around, otherwise he would have split me in two. He
told me to go and get my stuff, as I would be moving
into his unit, even though it was for younger kids.
I went back up for my stuff and complained to
about being told byto move down to the young kids'
unit, but he said "If he says you go down, you go down".
'The first or second night I was in unit he
had made me sit in my underpants with the other boys.
I have a memory of sitting on a seat in my underpants
and people laughing at me. I was paralysed with fear
any time I was near SN because I knew what he was
capable of. He made a lot of threats against me. And
after the first time he assaulted me I was terrified of
him. He didn't assault me again, he didn't have to.
I got a lot of abuse from the boys. I would sit in my
room and, when I was alone, it was like sanctuary.
would come in and sit on the bed. I don't remember too
much more because he paralysed me with fear. I got to
the point that I was almost like a caged animal.
I never spat on [SeBM that's what infuriated me the most.
I confided in a trainee woman, but I think she didn't
want to be part of it. I can't remember her name. It

was a vague description that I gave her, but she got the
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idea. She seemed sympathetic and she tried to coerce me
into being more explicit in explaining what I was
saying, but I couldn't. I just felt upset. Shortly
after I spoke to her, I was pissed off with what was
happening and started shouting at random about staff
members' hitting boys. K4 was walking
upstairs and heard me. He came over and asked me what
I was talking about and I repeated that staff members
were hitting boys. |4 told me to tell the
headteacher what I had been saying about staff abusing
boys. He dragged me up to the headteacher, who had
already decided I was making it up. I said, "If a boy
was getting beaten by one of your staff would he get
moved out of here immediately?” I couldn't say anything
more. I was worried about saying anything if I was
going to be stuck in the bottom unit with [Se8

'The headmaster had already made up his mind that
I was lying. I asked him again if he would move someone
out if they were being beaten by a staff member. He
said things would have to be investigated, but the boy
possibly could be moved, possibly not. He also said the
boy could get moved to a place he possibly wouldn't
like. That was it, after that I didn't feel I could say
anything, not even to . I had to go back down to

the bottom unit.
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'As time went on, I realised thatwas
a muppet. I realised the headteacher went along with
things. He didn't have the guts to stand up to people
like and tell them they couldn't be that way with
children.

'At some later point I got told I could move back to
the top unit, but then I had other things to deal with.
There was a lot of bullying, particularly from -

I have never been a big fan of football. I don't really
like watching it. Despite this, the headmaster always
made me play football. I was always getting injured in
the process of playing it, but it was like he enjoyed
it. |ele was a bit like that, too.

j HHZ only ever called me "Spamhead"”. He was
very demeaning. He used to take us down to the gym to
sort out problems. If you were arguing with another boy
about something, he would tell to us go to the gym, he
would get us to box it out. What he didn't realise was
that some boys were getting into that situation in order
to bully boys. They would pick arguments deliberately.
I remember one time getting sent down to box and a boy
who had been bullying me anyway was hitting me and
hitting my head off the wall. |alara had ducked out of
the room for a second and then ducked back in. He

didn't even know it had happened.
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'"There was another teacher who was a canoe teacher,

he was the cruelest guy I have ever met in my life.

I think it may in fact have been _

canoeing, he put me in a canoe and booted me off the
jetty. The cance turned up side down. The rubber seal
that goes over your waist when you get into the canoe
was supposed to come off, but I couldn't get it off.

I was drowning and he was sat there laughing. One of
the boys had to jump in, dive under and get me out the
canoe. It was almost like he got satisfaction out of
your fear. I saw the same thing happening to other
boys.

'He took us caving as well. I said to him I was
afraid of small spaces, but he still forced me to do it.
I was terrified.

'There was a maths teacher who was a bit of a weird
character as well. I don't remember his name. He had
some other duty in the school, I can't remember what.
He would give you biscuits. He always had a packet of
Digestives open on his desk. He would ask who wanted
a biscuit, and there were always plenty of takers. He
would get you to stand in front of him and get you to
curl your fingers round the fingers of your other hand,

like they were hooked together, and he would squee:ze
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incident "Shit happens”.

'It was common knowledge amongst the boys and the
staff that - was an absolute pervert. There was
another boy in the top unit, all he did was sit in his
room and listen to The Doors. Nobody hassled him. Due
to a lack of supervision, I was forced to run into this
other boy's room to get some sanctuary from - This
other guy was angry, but he saw- standing outside.

I think his room had been converted from a cupboard as
the window looked out on to whoever was outside the door
of the room. He questioned what- was doing and told
him to beat it, and - left. He told me to keep away
from - I explained that's what I was trying to do
when I ran into his room, but he wanted his own space

and I complied with that. I told staff members about

B out it depended on who was on, some of them didn't

get it. They didn't do anything because they didn't
understand what was going on.

' was my key worker all the way through
my time at Ballikinrain. It might not have been him at
the start. It took me a long time to open up and talk
to QM. I did talk to him about my mum, but I couldn't
talk to |aliSM about the abuse I suffered because kel was
part of Ballikinrain. He actually lived on the grounds,

I spoke to his wife and kids. I think that was part of
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the reason I didn't want to disclose things to him.

I didn't want to disrupt his perfect life. He was
straight down the line. I am confident that if he had
seen any abuse, he would have stopped it. I never saw
do anything wrong or say anything wrong, but I think
he just wasn't aware like he should have been. I just
don't think he knew what was going on.

'TI did have regular meetings with . We would go
downstairs and he would ask me how I was getting on, but
to me he was just a guy with dark sunglasses on. It
took me a long time to talk to him, but I don't think he
believed anything I said, so I adopted the mentality
that he wasn't going to believe what I said. It was
only when he started listening to what I was saying
about my mum, and stuff like that, that he started to
get it. I can remember him writing things down when we
had these meetings. It is possible he made notes.

'I think when I was taken to the headmaster's office
with that was a day after Gl had done me in and
I was still on his unit. My plan was that I wasn't
going to say anything about what he had done. I was
going to treat it like put up and shut up. The only
reason I said anything is because there was this girl
who was a trainee on the unit, she had been talking to

me and trying to get me to be explicit, and it made me
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very upset and loud, and that's why, when I went to the
end of the unit, I shouted about staff beating up kids.
It was a cry for help. Otherwise I wouldn't have said
it

'"When took me up there he dragged me up,
denying that staff would hit boys. He went in first and
I was stuck outside. When I went in, I kept it vague,
talking about a staff member hitting a boy, not hitting
me, and would that boy get moved straight away.
I didn't want to say anything and then get flung back in
CeI unit, and I thought that's pretty obvious that's
what I was really saying. The headmaster said there
would have to be an investigation and there was no
guarantee that the boy would be moved straightaway.
When he asked me, 'Is that it?' I couldn't really say
anything more. If I had got a bit of reassurance, maybe
I would have come to a different conclusion. For me, it
wasn't really possible to say anything about. It was
an outburst. I had to get it out, once I was in it.

'T was taken back downstairs byand there
was a short delay before I went back to the top unit.
They must have spoken to . If I had thought about it

at the time, I could have told them that had seen
ramming me through the door and maybe ...'

I think it should have been had seen
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Even if he didn't see it he must have heard it; he was
standing right outside the door at the radiator.

I didn't know and he had the mentality like
a screw.'.

Then he talks about leaving Ballikinrain, when he
eventually went to live with his sister for a period.

If I go to paragraph 86, that's where he says he
went to live with his sister in Castlemilk for a few
months and then he moved down to England. He says,
looking at life after care:

'TI moved to Preston when I was 16 years old. I had
just put it all behind me. I stopped doing all the crap
I was involved in and moved on. I lived with my brother
for two or three months, but he was a bit of a madman.
Our relationship broke down and we didn't get on. I met
my partner. She had been in care. Social work services
had got her a flat and were paying for her to stay in it
until she was 18. To cut a long story short,

I basically moved in with her. We have been together
ever since. We have five children. My eldest has Jjust
got a degree from university.'

At 89, he says:
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'My mum is in supported housing very near where
I live and I still see her. Forgive and forget, that's
what I say.'

Impact. He says:

'I think my time at Ballikinrain had a big impact on

I Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later when I went to

Ballikinrain it was all at once. It felt to me like one
thing happened and then another thing happened and it
became normal. Violence became normalised. At least it
did when you had teachers taking you down to box and
telling you that you had to hit the other guy. But I am
glad they did because it taught me to stand up for
myself. I thank the guy in every way because I would
still have been getting kickings for a while after that
if I hadn't stood up for myself. It has made me very
withdrawn. I have never worked or tried to educate
myself. I have just spent time at home with my family.
'My dad never cared for me, but to any sensible
person the care of your children is your first priority.
That's common sense. So when I look back at my parents,
I don't know what to think. I have a child who is the
same age as when I went to ... [the children's home].
It makes you think.'

Then lessons to be learned, at 95:
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'We must listen to kids and safeguard them. The
things that I noticed was that the bullying was the
biggest part. That thing that happened with CSEM that
was something I got over because the bullying with the
boys soon took over. The biggest problem for me was
that I couldn't talk to anybody. There was nobody
I felt I could talk to, but there should have been. The
only one that I ever felt I started to talk to was the
woman who must have been on a placement or something.

I don't know if she was training to be a staff or a
social worker or what, but she definitely had some
quality that spoke to me a wee bit.'

Then hopes for the future, in paragraph 97:

'I like to imagine that everything is alright now
for kids that are in care. I would like to know that
instead of imagining it. We are talking about the 1990s
that I was in care, not the 1980s, that for me is a bit
weird. I know there were some crazy things that went on
the further back you go, but the 1990s is modern
soclety, you would think they would have learned the
lessons of the past by then.

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are

true.'
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'George' has signed this statement on
15 December 2020.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Mr MacAulay.

Now, it is 3.15. I don't know whether,
realistically, we can fit in anything else this
afternoon? What's the plan, and whether we should have
a very gquick five-minute break?

MR MACAULAY: I suppose it may depend on the length of the
statement, that was quite a long statement I read.

LADY SMITH: Yes. Just check with Ms MacLeod.

MR MACAULAY: The next one is also long, my Lady. It being
a Friday afternoon.

LADY SMITH: We have achieved a lot.

MR MACAULAY: Oh yes.

LADY SMITH: I can't sit beyond 3.45 pm, so let's stop where
we are now. But, before I rise, some more names of
people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order: M ;

; ; a teacher, his name was
Ferguson; ; a teacher referred to as (S
; a member of staff, just referred to as

, and also a boy who was in residential care

as well called -

So that's it for this week. I sit again on Tuesday.

Can you help me with the plan for Tuesday, Mr MacAulay?
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